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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1890 /

494

495

KIR/1891/
1

circa 1890

31 December
1890

1 January
1891

1 January
1891

1 January
1891

1 January
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary, Rome, to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for consenting to be their confessor. Query as
to steps to be taken. [see KIR/1890/316] ['Sr. Mary' would
appear to be the Foundress of the Little Company of Mary.]

3pp

Holograph letter from J.J. Farr, Chettendale, Marrickville,
to Kirby: Personal letter. [Although this letter is dated
'‘December 31st 1890', the postscript which states 'All well
but very hot here' is dated January 5th 1891.] 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Peter Frances O'Reilly,
Lisbon, to Kirby: Convent news. Sisters M. de Ricci and
Martha died during 1890. School has fallen off considerably
of late years, probably due to number of schools now in the
country and ‘rage amongst the higher class for foreign
governesses'. Requests Pope's blessing on 'his Irish children
in Bon Successo, Lisbon' and a special one on the writer
who celebrates Golden Jubilee of her profession on 5
October of present year. Necessary to re-open novitiate to
admit 2 'promising novices', the one French and the other
from Loanda, a former pupil'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Ignatius Walsh, Yarrawonga,
Victoria, to Kirby: Personal letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary A. Beckett, Birr, to Kirby:
Thanks Kirby for painting of Our Lady of Mercy, which
writer has had framed in Dublin and erected in their own
chapel 'in time for St. John's Day, our Golden Jubilee, with
a brass plate underneath of the Indulgence granted'. Asks
cost of painting. Includes note in Kirby's handwriting - No
cost - but prayers. 3pp

Holograph letter from Maria A. Saddi, [], to Kirby: Personal
message of 'auguri’ and good wishes and blessings to
Kirby - asking his prayers. [Italian] 4pp
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Description and Extent

Code Date
KIR/ 1891 /
5 1 January
1891
6 3 January
1891
7 4 January
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Gabriel [Prioress], Dunedin, to
Kirby: Birthday greetings. Large photograph of new school
buildings recently posted to Kirby to procure Papal Blessing
‘for them, for ourselves, for all our pupils'. Schools placed
this year 'specially under the patronage of our Angelic
Doctor St. Thomas Aquinas'. Asks prayers. There are 24
novices. Bishop's health is better. On January 9th writer,
with 4 other nuns, begins a foundation at Milton. "The house
Is as wretched as any ever founded but we are placing it
under the invocation of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour,
who will repair and enlarge it'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Gui. Angeli, Vatican, to Kirby:
Regarding Epiphany gifts exchanged with the Holy Father.
[Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for dispensation. Agrees with his views
on Parnell, but wishes that 'those who direct the affairs of
the Church in Ireland would see that the support which he is
getting in defiance of common decency enforced by
ecclesiastical admonition is an evidence of the
demoralisation which has gone on for the last ten years ... If
we had less politics and more religion the Church in Ireland
would do better." Asks Kirby's opinion as the whether it
‘would not be better to transfer to Mr. Sheehy the part of a
free place held by Mr. Danaher', as he does not think the
latter very stable and feels he should not be allowed to use
funds of the diocese further. 6pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

8

10

11

12

5 January
1891

5 January
1891

7 January
1891

8 January
1891

9 January
1891

Holograph letter from Fr. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer encloses cheque for £50.0.3., usual quarterly
dividend on £7,461.13.0 Government Stock. Speaks of
'terrible crisis' in Ireland which, however, may be brought to
a close on the morrow. 'But it is feared that W. O'Brien, on
whom the whole responsibility of the present situation is
thrown, may consent to terms which will not be acceptable
to the majority of the Irish Parliamentary Party and that we
may have a still further prolonged struggle. It is very
satisfactory to know that the attitude of the Bishops in the
present difficulty has been so acceptable to the Holy Father.

3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Joseph, St. John's,
Newfoundland, addressed to Most Rev. Dr. Cerbey and [a
My Lord Cardinal]: Asking papal blessing for their priest,
Fr. J. Ryan, on his silver jubilee. 5pp

Holograph letter from [Fr. G.M. Bely], Gubbio, to Kirby:
Writer informs Kirby that there is no Confraternity under
the title of Our Lady of Light, either at Gubbio or
elsewhere, but there is, however, a Pious Union of the
faithful under this title. He encloses a brief account of the
Statue of Mary, invoked under the title of Our Lady of
Light, which is outside the Porta Coritello of Gubbio, in a
little chapel of the church of Our Lady of the Bridge,
existing from time immemorial. [This may well be in reply
to an inquiry on behalf of Miss Agnes St. John of Scherer.]

5pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
'l enclose the 'relatio’. It was unfortunately delayed by a
small strike at the printing office. It may be well for Y.G.
kindly to mention this.' 1p

Holograph letter from A.H. Murphy, London, to Kirby:
"...truly delighted to receive the very precious Agnus Deis',
sent by Kirby for writer and daughter, from whom she
encloses a cheque as a birthday gift. 5pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
13 9 January Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
1891 Writer encloses application for dispensation which,
however, he would prefer to have refused - gives reasons.
Thanks Kirby for Pope's blessing. 1p
14 12 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
1891 Encloses intentions for Masses - hopes it was not illness
that prevented Kirby from acknowledging last draft sent in
October. 1p
15 12 January  Holograph letter from +M.A. Corrigan, New York, to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter on his brother's death,
Fr. James. Thanks him also for picture of Our Lady of
Mercy for the Mercy Convent. Has written to ask Kirby's
grand-nephew to call. Local news. Apologizes for having
letter typed, giving reasons. 2pp
16 12 January  Holograph letter from Rev. D.J. O'Connell, 'American
1891 College', to Kirby: Encloses 50 lira, result of sale of tickets
sent him by Kirby. 1p
17 13 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M.M. de Razzi Bentley, St. Louis,
1891 to Kirby: Regarding picture of Our Lady of Mercy, asks for
copy, promising to send money for it. Would also like 'one
dozen of the steel engravings as taken from the painting'.
Recalls her visit to Rome and his kindness. 3pp
18 14 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Imelda, Blackrock, Co.
1891 Dublin, to Kirby: Encloses pound for Mass for ‘spiritual and

temporal welfare' of Mrs. O'Conor and her family. Her 'law
affairs are being finally wound up'. Speaks in flowing terms
of Mrs. O'Conor. 3pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
19

20

14 January
1891

15 January
1891

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his kindness while in Rome, and
describes journey back to Armagh. Attended meeting in
Dublin of Episcopal Standing Committee, the principal
business being to get guarantees from new Irish publishing
company as to principles on which they will conduct their
journal. Seems inclined to meet wishes of Bishops fully.
Thinks following of Parnell not formidable, outsiders are
brought in, by special train, to swell numbers at meetings.
Writer informed that shares of the 'Freeman' cannot find any
buyers - circulation of 'United Ireland' has gone down from
40,000 to 'about ten'. People of Armagh gave writer
opportunity of speaking to them on occasion of presentation
to him of an Address, and he spoke of the crisis, his words
being later inaccurately reported in the daily papers, but he
sent a corrected copy of "The Irish Catholic'. Hopes Dr.
Hassan now quite well again. 4pp

Holograph letter from Paul Cullen, Liverpool, to Kirby:
Encloses £25 for inclusion in 'next offering of Peter's Pence'
Kirby makes to the Pope. 'So long as His Holiness is
suffering I don't like to discontinue the good practice of my
respected Father, who from the beginning was accustomed
to make a substantial offering to Peter's Pence. My sister
takes a part with me in this offering.' Writer is 'still on the
sick list', so asks Kirby to forgive a short letter as he is 'very
infirm'. Asks prayers for his 'spiritual and corporal needs'.

2pp
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KIR/ 1891 /

21

22

23

24

25

15 January
1891

15 January
1891

15 January
1891

15 January
1891

15 January
1891

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Peter Murphy, P.P., Bodyke,
to Kirby: Regarding Kirby's request, in 1884, when he
'terminated the 81st year' of his age, that his charitable
friends should obtain for him the grace of a happy death,
writer remarks that he still continues this prayer, and will do
so, but will add one that Kirby may be spared for ‘many
years still to promote as you have ever done the honour and
glory of our good God by a continuance of your faithful
labours in His service'. Encloses documents granting
faculties, asking Kirby to have them renewed - also
encloses letter from the late Fr. Vincent Grotti, Passionist,
‘believing that Your Grace will kindly accept it as a
souvenir of that holy confessor'. 3pp

Holograph letter from A niece [letter begins 'My Dear
Uncle'], to Kirby: Personal letter with family news. [last
page missing] 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Flynn, Drogheda, to
Kirby: Writer gives news of his appointment as assistant to
Fr. Philip Colary, P.P., V.F.. Appointment is one to which
he did not aspire, 'the mission being one of great
importance, lying as it does on the confines of the great
archdiocese and containing a very large population'. Writes
of difficulties, and asks prize from Pope for bazaar being
held 'to complete the tower and belfry'. Knows Kirby will
pardon 'an old and grateful pupil for making this request'.
The Bishop, Dr. Nulty, has given fifty pounds as a prize.
Personal news. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. P. Kilkinny, Claremorris, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to apply for marriage
dispensation, giving details. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Anastasia Beckett, Birr, to
Kirby: Writer does not know how to thank Kirby 'this time'
for his generosity. Would never have asked him for the
painting had she thought he would pay for it himself. [see
KIR/1891/3] 2pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
26

27

28

15 January
1891

16 January
1891

16 January
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
In a letter marked 'confidential, writer suggests that Kirby
'should mention that the great difficulty is, thank God,
nearing a solution. The A. practically accepts the situation
as decided against him. There will, in all probability, be an
amicable settlement, the basis of it being his voluntary
withdrawal." Writer adds. 'This should be mentioned, for the
present, ‘only to one person'. Encloses cutting from
'Evening Telegraph', evening edition of the 'Freeman
Journal'. "The description now given of the author points
very clearly to one individual, Mgr. Dillon. If he is not the
author, he should at once openly protest against the
villainous use that is made practically of his name. If, on the
other hand, he 'is' the author, and in this case certainly
silence gives consent, is there no remedy? Is the Roman
dignity to be dragged in this way through the mire?" In a
postscript the writer mentions that the new daily paper 'is to
be brought out in the very best style, so as to annihilate the
Freeman's Journal'. He was asked by the Directors to
nominate a priest whom they would co-opt on the
Directorate, but he thought this 'not quite prudent'. He
mentions it to show their good dispositions. 4pp

Holograph letter from Lavery Tuck, Birmingham, to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks to Kirby for his great kindness and
much regretting that he was not able to call on him before
leaving Rome. 1p

Holograph letter from V. Rev. P.J. Horgan, Kilworth, to
Kirby: Enclosing letter from Bishop Gibney of Perth,
Western Australia, regarding the 'extraordinary delay' in the
matter of an application first made to Propaganda more than
a year back. This concerned the request for a dispensation
regarding closure for a Presentation nun, sister of the writer,
to found a branch of her Order in the Diocese of Perth.
Explains all the difficulties and troubles which have arisen
in consequence of the delay. A note at the end of the letter
from Bishop MacCarthy, Fr. Horgan's Bishop, states that he
has recommended this application in a letter to Cardinal
Simeoni. 4pp

2378



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
29 16 January  Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, Liverpool, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter regarding brother's illness and enclosing five
pounds for the nuns of the Perpetual Adoration, hoping that
they will continue their prayers for her brother. 4pp
30 16 January  Holograph letter from Peter Gaffney, Rome, to Kirby: Asks
1891 for help - preferably work in the College - as, through being
ill and in hospital, writer has lost his job. Has found a
family with whom he can lodge but, unless he has work, he
cannot pay for this. Asks Kirby to speak to Fr. Hassan who
would perhaps be good enough to give writer the place he
had before. 2pp
31 17 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Malachy Duffy, Dundalk, to
1891 Kirby: Grateful thanks for Kirby's present, conveyed to
them by the Primate, who himself took them "a beautiful
Madonna'. Both gifts have been sent to Dublin to be framed.
3pp
32 17 January  Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Forgot to mention that the

French translation of the Pastoral of the Bishops of Dublin
Province was not included with 'relatio’, as stated, owing to
a printers' strike - will now send it, together with a
translation and the original of Pastoral Letter issued by
bishops' meeting last October. Asks Kirby to speak to Mgr.
Jacobini about document containing amendments made at
Rome to the Decrees of the Maynooth Synod, which the
Monsignor promised to send but which has not arrived.
Trusts Dr. Hassan is well again. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
33

34

35

36

37

17 January
1891

19 January
1891

19 January
1891

20 January
1891

21 January
1891

Holograph letter from +Bartholomew Woodlock, Longford,
to Kirby: Encloses draft for £12.11.6, half-year's dividend
on McGivney Ardagh Burse at Irish College 'now enjoyed
by Mr. Newman' who is, writer hopes, giving every
satisfaction. Altar bought last year from Dominican nuns of
Sta. Caterina de Siena, is now erected in his cathedral and is
much admired, though it has been a very expensive altar to
them, costing about £300. Intends to make it the Marriage-
Altar, where marriages will be blessed, a diocesan law
having just been 'made’ in accordance with general law of
the Church which had 'well nigh fallen into desuetude'.
Canon Farrell Duffy died the previous Monday, 'his death,
like his life, was very holy'. 90 years of age, but
indefatigable. The preceding Thursday another good P.P.,
Fr. James O'Reilly of Newtownforbes, died 'very suddenly'.
Regarding Parnell agitation, this is dying down, but writer
is 'very anxious about the future', and fears ‘20 years will
see a very great change in the religious dispositions of our
people. Pray that the evil may not come in our day."' Asks
Pope's blessing on him and his. 4pp

Holograph letter from Fr. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
Thanks Kirby for letter. Hopes 'by the time this reaches’
him, the Parnell affair will have been settled satisfactorily.
"It is understood he is about to retire absolutely. If not, there
will be a terrible conflict all over the country, which may
God avert.' Encloses cheque for £10, half-yearly dividend
on £515 Great Northern Railway Stock. 2pp

Holograph letter from [Almira F. Congdon], Colchester, to
Kirby: Personal note from niece. 1p

Holograph letter from A.G. Fullerton, [...], to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Giuli [...], [...], to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for his goodness in sending 50 lira for the
celebration of Masses. [Italian] 1p
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
38

39

40

41

21 January
1891

22 January
1891

22 January
1891

23 January
1891

Holograph letter from Alicea Coman, [... robadalla],
Australia to Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for his
and for the gifts he sent. Expresses gratification at 'the
flattering' given writer and family by the Bishop, Dr.
Higgins. Gives details of death of her father, Edmond
Kirby. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. D. Sheahan, Salford, to Kirby:
Writer gives details of debt on his mission, 'where the
people are all of the working class' - a debt of £7,000 on
population of about 3,500 souls, i.e. £2 per head, 'the
interest of which is £1.0.0 per day'. All his predecessors had
to retire after a few years. He has been there only a few
months and is determined to make an effort to clear off
some of this enormous debt. Asks gift and blessing from
Pope for a Fancy Fair being held. 3pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer asks for renewal of faculties before 14 February.
Acknowledges receipt of letter with refusal of petition and
he hopes 'to be able to persuade Mr. Murray to give up his
project'. 'Parnell has proved himself a bad boy, but the
country has rejected him. We could not expect God's
blessing on the country with such a wretch at the head of it.'

2pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer has had trouble with French printing, but last
revisions of the two pastorals have now gone to printers -
they should be able to be posted the next day, Saturday, but
the 'Sunday rest of the London Post Office always, of
course, causes a delay in letters going by late post on
Saturday from here'. Thinks it may be well to 'make this
known beforehand', so that 'the delay may not seem to be
from negligence'. Has been obliged, at last, to come out
against the 'Freeman's Journal'. 'It has taken the
chastisement, of course, very badly. But the feeling of the
country is strongly against it. This will make the feeling
stronger than ever." Is sending copy of 'Irish Catholic',
fearing Kirby's 'ordinary copy might miss in the post'. 4pp
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Date
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KIR/ 1891 /

42

43

44

45

46

23 January
1891

23 January
1891

24 January
1891

24 January
1891

25 January
1891

Holograph letter from Emily de Raymond, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter enclosing one from friend who asks writer to
give Kirby five pounds for Masses for conversion of her
husband, who is dangerously ill - asks also blessing of Pope
that he may be converted before his death. Personal news. Is
sending letter by 'our old friend Monsignor Clerc', and asks
Kirby what reply she can give to the friend who wrote to
her. 3pp

Holograph letter from Kirby, Rome, to St. Joseph's Convent
of Mercy, Hartford, Conn.: This is an unfinished letter or a
draft from Kirby, regarding engraving of picture of Our
Lady of Mercy, and regretting that he mistook the number
of the Sisters. He is now sending 'a small parcel of other
copies of the same' as he wishes that each Sister should
have her own copy. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writes of letter sent to Cardinal Prefect asking direction in a
problem. 3 names must be put forward as possible
coadjutor, but in recent voting, 2 priests tied for 3rd place,
and writer wants to know what he is to do, and that before 2
February, when Episcopal Meeting is to take place. 2pp

Holograph letter from +T.J. McRedmond, Ashline, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for paying his 'ad limina’ visits
for him. Nuns at Kilrush also wish him to thank Kirby for
privileges secured for their altar. Encloses draft for ten
pounds, his 'mite’ towards Kirby's very heavy expenses. In a
postscript hopes his 2 students are in good health and giving
satisfaction. 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. M. Kelly, P.P., Rathowen, to
[1: Application in Latin for a marriage dispensation. 1p
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KIR/ 1891 /
47 25 January  Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for letters and dispensation. Does not
think Parnell is cause for anxiety, though he may give
trouble for a while. Local meeting a ‘fiasco'. Strange,
though, that people do not remember that, if writer
recollects rightly, Parnell is the only Irish politician ‘who
has been condemned by name by the Holy Father'. 4pp
48 25 January  Holograph letter from Ma. Agostina Costa, SS. Bno Gesu,
1891 to Kirby: Personal note. [Italian] 1p
49 26 January  Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Writer
1891 gives votes cast to recommend a coadjutor. Canon
McLaughlin 12, V. Rev. James Kelly, V.F. 9, V. Rev. P.
Hanly, V.F. 2, Rt. Rev. Dr. Healy 3, Rt. Rev. Dr. Lyster 3,
Canon Hoare 1. 1p
50 26 January  Holograph letter from Ellen and Mary F. Kirby, Stonington,
1891 Ct., to Kirby: Letter from nieces asking what has caused
long time without letter from him. 2pp
51 27 January  Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
1891 Encloses petition for forwarding. 1p
52 28 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa dell'lmmaculata, [,,,],
1891 to Kirby: Letter of thanks for 127 lira sent them through
Kirby from Mary Cullen, [see KIR/1891/29] and promising
continued prayers for her brother. [Italian] 3pp
53 28 January  Holograph letter from S. Teresa Margherita Favinetti, S.
1891 Lorenzo, Panisperna, to Kirby: Together with the whole

community, writer thanks Kirby for his charity and asks
Our Lord to reward him. They will make a novena to Our
Lady for him. [Italian] 3pp

2383



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

54

55

56

57

28 January
1891

28 January
1891

28 January
1891

28 January
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
'After a prolonged series of delays at the printers', writer is
definitely promised a complete copy of the French
translation of the Pastorals today. Feels it strange that "at
this time of general advance in education, the central
authority of the Church is hopelessly cut off by a barrier of
language from the advantage of being able to read directly
the most important documents issued by the Episcopacy of
a Church such as ours'. In six months any one could acquire
a sufficient knowledge of English to be able to 'read’ it with
ease ... But, I suppose, in a century or two, Rome will begin
to move in this matter, as it has already moved, but slowly
and surely, in so many others." Ireland still in difficulties. If
anyone seeks to give Kirby advice on Irish affairs, however,
it would be well to tell them to keep to matters of which
they are capable of forming an opinion. Let them look at
home. Irish bishops mean to strain every nerve to keep their
people from any such fate as that which has befallen 'the
Catholics of Rome and Italy'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. John Evangelist, Killarney, to
Kirby: Kirby's gift of a painting has been framed and placed
where Sisters can venerate and admire it. Writer thanks
Kirby for letter and ‘all the prized gifts'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J. Lee, Pallaskenry, to Kirby:
Letter wholly concerned with Fr. Bourke who has been, and
still is, very ill with bronchitis. Writer gives details and says
that he will write from time to time to let Kirby know how
Fr. Bourke is getting on. 'l should feel his loss very much
for he was both kind and edifying to me." 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Being in Dublin, writer called on Mr. Gill regarding
publication of Kirby's book which he is prepared to
undertake, but cannot finally without seeing it. Gill would
like Kirby to send the book to him by registered post.
Regarding Parnell. Acknowledges documents sent by Kirby
and also papers from Propaganda sent by Dr. Hassan. 4pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
58 31 January  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Philip, Little Company of
1891 Mary, Florence, to Kirby: Personal, spiritual letter. 4pp
59 1 February  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
1891 Thanks Kirby for promise of altar stone for their new Lady
Altar. Gives news of petitions and thanksgivings during
January. Would like 'two or three ladies to come and live'
with them, devoting themselves to the interests of Our
Blessed Lady. Asks advice of Kirby on various points.
Wishes to have 10 or 12 children at Sclerder also. 7pp
60 1 February  Holograph letter from Dean Daniel O'Loan, Maynooth, to
1891 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby's advice regarding interpretation
of instructions to bishops in missionary countries issued by
Propaganda in 1889, mentioning statement made by writer
in 'Irish Ecclesiastical Record' for October 1890, now
challenged by a Dominican. Mentions Formula P. issued for
England and Scotland, asking if there is a similar one for
Ireland. 4pp
61 1 February  Holograph letter from Gerald Molloy, Dublin, to Kirby:
1891 Recommending Mr. and Mrs. Knox-Wight, visiting Rome.
3pp
62 2 February  Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Teresa Maher, Athy, to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the painting of Our Lady of
Mercy. Cardinal Moran's only surviving sister, Mrs.
Commins, is dying, asks prayers for her and would like
papal blessing. 4pp
63 2 February  Holograph letter from S.D.C., Tivoli, to Kirby: Writer
1891 begins by saying that this is the third time she has written to
Kirby and she cannot understand the reason for his silence -
goes on then to personal and spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
64 3 February  Holograph letter from Agnes Elise St. John, Sclerder, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of gratitude for Altar stone, and details of how

to dispatch. 4pp
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Description and Extent

Code Date
KIR/ 1891 /
65 3 February
1891
66 4 February
1891
67 4 February
1891
68 5 February
1891

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny, to
Kirby: Thanks for Briefs which 'brought joy not alone to the
recipients, but to the whole body of our clergy and people in
Raphoe. The very high honours bestowed on these good
priests are rightly taken as sign of the love our Holy Father
cherishes for his faithful Irish children'. Mgr. McMenanrin
is seriously ill. Dispensation also arrived, as did indulgences
sent by Dr. Hassan. Writer thanks Kirby for the kind way he
speaks of his 'little efforts in the Press'. 3pp

Holograph letter from J. Gunn, Kingstown [Dun
Laoghaire], to Kirby: Writer sends Kirby a volume he has
just had published - mostly about Ireland, but with a
mention of Rome. On his return from that city he prepared
for publication a brief account of the visit. '‘But those who
would have the exclusive right of saying anything about
Rome here interfered, and | could not get it published.' 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Thanks Kirby for book on Canon Law, but Kirby
does not mention the price, which he wants to know. As
Kirby previously told writer that intentions were very useful
'to so many deserving priests’, he encloses draft for one
hundred pounds 'for Masses according to the intention of
the late Very. Rev. A.F. Finnegan', 800 Masses 'at least' to
be said. This priest 'left nearly all his property for Masses'.
Mentions his bishop in glowing terms. He has not spoken to
writer regarding appointment but, as Kirby 'so beautifully
suggests we must leave ourselves in the hands of the good
God'. Glad to learn that the Reverend Patrick Greenan,
whom he taught Classics and prepared for College, is doing
well. Asks prayers for country. Mentions Parnell. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Costelloe, Woodford, to
Kirby: Encloses five pounds for 40 Masses, giving
intentions. 1p
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

69

70

71

5 February
1891

6 February
1891

5 February
1891

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Acknowledges receipt of Briefs 'for the Dean and
Archdeacon'. No outward sign of change in political
situation of the country. Has seen letter from John Dillon
giving general impression that settlement is on the point of
being completed, and that 'it is such as will satisfy the
bishops and priests'. The North - priests and laity - is solid
against Parnell. 'A small clique in Belfast and Newry are
trying to make a noise, but nobody heeds them'. Gives
details of what he is doing on the subject - speeches,
paragraph in his Lenten Pastoral. Archbishop of Dublin may
visit Rome as he has been asked to go out for the opening of
Father Glynn's temporary church. 4pp

Pastoral letter from +John F. O'Doherty, to Kirby:
Regarding mortifications - Temperance. 'If there be one vice
in the world more destructive of souls than another, it is that
of drunkenness, and hence St. Paul classes it with the most
heinous crimes known to men.' Quotes St. Paul. Warns
against secret societies. Rounds off Pastoral by encouraging
faithful to use Lent as preparation 'for the celebration of the
glorious feast of Easter'. [Not digitised - printed.] 6pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Robert Murphy, P.P.,
Drogheda, to Kirby: Mr. Connelly, for whom Kirby
obtained a dispensation, was married the day before and
intends to visit Rome at once, to have his wife received into
the Church there. Writer has given them letter of
introduction to Kirby: The wife may not be sufficiently well
instructed to be received immediately - writer does not
know her - her father 'is one of the leading men in
Manchester and very wealthy but he would not let her
become a Catholic as long as she was under his care. Now
that she is married he leaves to herself to do what she
wishes." 3pp
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KIR/ 1891 /

72

73

74

75

5 February
1891

9 February
1891

9 February
1891

11 February
1891 'Ash
Wednesday'

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Thanks Kirby for writing and telegraphing regarding 'the
perplexity' they were in. Bishops Duggan and Conway
unwell and could not attend, but 'did the needful’. A good
bishop was never more needed than now. An ‘unexampled'
crisis has arisen. Parnell. A good daily Catholic paper
wanted, and they hope to have one soon. Glad Parnell was
'detected’ before he became head of a regular Government
in Ireland. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Rector,
Burlington, U.S.A., to Kirby: Writer has sent Kirby 'per
mail' Catholic Directory 1891. Gives details of testimonial
fund for Dr. Shea for which, through exertions of writer,
nearly $2,000 were collected - practical gratitude of Dr.
Shea, and kindness of Cardinal Gibbons. Regarding "buried
history" in letters written by priests in America to friends in
Ireland - emigration from Waterford. Asks Kirby if he could
indicate 'some persons in that neighbourhood' who might
assist writer and Dr. Shea in turning up information in
which they are most interested. 4pp

Holograph letter from Dr. Hassan, Napoli, to Kirby:
Personal letter - writer's health much better, despite the
bitter cold of Naples - leaves by an English steamer that
afternoon and will write to Kirby immediately on arrival at
his destination. 2pp

Pastoral letter of Bishop Woodlock of Ardagh, to Kirby:
Teaching of the Church regarding Marriage. Quotes
Barlmez. Divorce. Pius VI 'protected the sanctity of
marriage in the person of a Protestant lady, the wife of a
member of the Bonaparte family'. Regarding necessity now
of a civil marriage in Italy. Blessed Lady, etc. Following the
Pastoral are instructions to the clergy as to when the
Pastoral is to be read - Exposition of the Most Blessed
Sacrament - when collections for the Holy Places in
Palestine and for the African Missions are to be made. [Not
digitised - printed] 9pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
76

77

78

79

11 February
1891 'Ash
Wednesday'

12 February
1891

13 February
1891

13 February
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Marked 'Private’, this letter deals principally with Irish
affairs - Gladstone - Parnell. Writer has also sent Kirby,
under separate cover, the Decrees of the Maynooth Synod
and six copies each of the Dublin Provincial Pastoral on
Temperance and of the recent Pastoral of the bishops
summing up their previous 'expositions of the Decree of the
Holy Office regarding the Plan of Campaign and
Boycotting'. 4pp

Holograph letter from M.H. Gill and Son, Publishers,
Dublin, to Kirby: They acknowledge receipt of Kirby's
book, which they will give their prompt attention as to its
publication - they will then write to Dr. Logue on the
subject, as requested by Kirby. 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], to Kirby: Kirby has
anticipated writer's wishes regarding Mr. Danaher -
expresses gratitude. Is sorry to have to inform him that Fr.
William McNamara, ordained the previous year, who ‘went
temporarily on the London mission, has gone completely
out of his mind and is now confined to a lunatic asylum'.
Writer thinks there is no prospect of the politicians
agreeing, 'and perhaps with the evil tendencies many of
them have shown, it is a merciful Providence that delays
Home Rule'. 4pp

Holograph letter from A Faticorni, Rome, to Kirby: The
dispensation asked by the Bishop of Ardagh is at the
'Penitenzieria’ Prot. No.700. Writer encloses a dispensation
for Cork. [Italian]. 1p
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KIR/ 1891 /
80

81

82

13 February
1891

14 February
1891

14 February
1891

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Regarding paintings being sent from Rome. In Kirby's list
there was no mention of one of the Transfiguration, ordered
and paid for by the writer. Perhaps painter has not had time
to complete the painting so as to include it with the others.
Regarding petitions for 2 of writer's priests to be made
Domestic Prelates - no word has come in this connection,
though similar petitions made at the same time by Primate
and Bishop O'Donnell have been 'granted long since’ -
names are V. Rev. John Kearney and V. Rev. Bernard
McGurk - would Kirby make inquiries. Pope had granted
requests but asked for them in writing. Regrets necessity to
call for Mr. Mahon very soon as 3 of his priests are ill. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Just after sending letter of previous day, writer received a
telegram telling him of the death of a priest and he has,
therefore, no alternative but to call Mr. Mahon back
immediately. On his arrival writer will appoint day for his
ordination. His classmate, Mr. Connery, will probably be
ordained at the same time. 2pp

Holograph letter from Margaret Mary Joseph O'Kavanagh,
Heidelberg, to Kirby: Writer recalls herself and niece to
Kirby, reminding him of his promise to help her in the
matter of her Rule, if sent to him in French. She is posting
the Rule, hoping the French is correct, to the Pope by the
same post, and encloses a copy for Kirby, as well as copy in
English, so that he can, if necessary, correct it. Most of
letter concerns the Temperance movement and
vegetarianism - the latter, writer says, 'has no friends'.
‘Catholics know nothing of it." 'Protestantism is in advance
of Catholics in this ..." Writer believes that the Irish would
not be 'as pure as they are or as healthy and hardy as they
are had they got flesh to eat and spirits to drink’. A
postscript says that the photographs ‘enclosed to His
Holiness are intended to illustrate a period in my past life
difficult and may be just now premature to write about'. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
83

84

85

86

14 February
1891

16 February
1891

16February
1891

17 February
1891

Holograph letter from Dr. Hassan, Cairo, to Kirby: Personal
letter giving details of writer's journey to Cairo. 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Fannie’, Montclair, U.S.A., to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece, giving family news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Bartholomew Woodlock, Longford,
to Kirby: Regarding Lenten Pastoral, copies of which writer
has sent to Kirby for Cardinal Simeoni and Dr. Hassan,
another being sent direct to Mgr. Jacobini who, he
understands, reads English. Asks Kirby to obtain 'a good
striking painting of the Holy Family for an Altarpiece’ for
their Roman Altar, preferring a copy of Murillo's famous
painting - the Divine Child standing between His Mother
and St. Joseph. Encloses tracing of back of altar which they
wish to fill. Does not know the cost of such things, but
hopes that it will be possible to obtain a good one for £25 or
£30 or lire 600 or 700', adding that if it is possible to get 'a
respectable one cheaper, so much the better’, as they have
expense in connection with the Altar, as Kirby knows, and
the cost of completing the cathedral will be 'exceedingly
great'. Is it true that the Pope is going to summon some of
the Irish Bishops to Rome in the Spring? Is anything being
done 'in the Process of the Beatification of our Ven. Father,
Dr. Vincenzo Pallotti?' Writer asks Kirby 'if occasion offers'
to obtain Pope's blessing fro him and his charges, and asks
prayers for him and his 'in the holy places of Rome'. Sends
blessing to Mr. Newman. 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. B. Horgan, Kilworth, to
Kirby: Thanks Kirby for rescript. Writer's Bishop bids him
wait until arrival of dispensation for nuns to relax closure
on journey. Congratulations to Kirby on having entered his
88th year. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
87

88

89

90

91

17 February
1891

17 February
1891

17 February
[18917]

18 February
1891

19 February
1891

Holograph letter from Matthew Burke, Middletown, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain dispensation for him to
marry niece of his deceased wife, giving full details of case,
and mentioning that Dr. Logue knows he is writing and his
appeal 'meets with no opposition from him'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter enclosing rescripts for his 2
Monsignors and mentions a letter from Canon Fricker,
informing him of receipt of paintings. Parnell 'is striving to
hold on to place and authority and unfortunately has a
considerable following in the country'. Praises stand taken
by Dr. Logue. Asks for certificate of Mr. Connery's 'sub-
deaconship’, as he intends to ordain him as soon as possible.

3pp

Holograph letter from Alice M. Murphy, Clifton, Cork, to
Kirby: Sends 2 photographs which may interest Kirby - one
of her oratory and the other a view of the altar by itself -
taken at Christmas with all the Christmas decorations. Gives
details of usefulness of oratory and good attendance at
ceremonies. Asks for relic of True Cross. 4pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], to Kirby: Writer
asks Kirby's help to obtain permission for Archdeacon
Halpin to say Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary
every day, as his 'eye-sight is so weak that he finds it almost
impossible to read each day's Mass' and who is feeble in
health - petition has already been sent to Cardinal Simeoni.
Would be grateful for ‘one word by telegraph’ when
permission is granted. Mention of political difficulties. 4pp

Holograph letter from Annie Scott, Waterford, to Kirby:
Committee of St. Joseph's Clothing Society forwards copy
of their annual Report for 1890, asking Kirby for his
continued support of the charity. 1p
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KIR/ 1891 /
92

93

94

19 February
1891

20 February
1891

20 February
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Paul Cullen, Westport, to
Kirby: Writer does not think 'photograph of Our Lady of
Mercy' worthy of Our Blessed Lady and would like to get
an oil painting - the same as the one Kirby 'got the Holy
Father to bless for Baggot Street'. She will 'of course most
willingly pay whatever the cost may be' and wants painting
blessed by Pope. She would also like 3 or 4 dozen of the
small photographs for the Sisters' cells. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Burlington, N.J., to
Kirby: Writer sends 3rd volume of John Gilmary Shea's
'History of the Catholic Church in the United States', which
is dedicated to Fr. Treacy in conjunction with Cardinal
Gibbons and other contributors to the J.G. Shea Testimonial
Fund. Writer would like Kirby to obtain from Pope 'some
token of appreciation of the valuable services rendered to
the Church by Dr. Shea during his long literary career. The
Jesuit College of Georgetown has given him the degree of
Doctor of Laws. If possible the writer would like to have
him made Chevalier, Commendatore, or Knight of St.
Gregory. No Catholic writer living deserves better of the
Church ..." 2pp

Holograph letter from +Bartholomew Woodlock, Longford,
to Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for £20 = 500 lire towards
cost of painting he asked Kirby to obtain for the cathedral -
if it is more, he will send the balance. Is anxious for
painting to arrive in time for Patronage of St. Joseph, 'which
will fall this year on the 19th April'. He fears, however, that
the painting will be too large to be sent by post and that
there will be a delay in transit. Busily engaged in building
'the magnificent Portico - the first stone of which, weighing
6 1/4 tons! - was laid yesterday.' Gives details of other
works of art, explaining that 'the little children of the
diocese, each giving a penny or a half-penny, have already
subscribed a sum sufficient to pay for the colossal statue of
the Sacred Heart, in which their names will be enclosed' ...
Asks prayers for 'the little ones of the flock' entrusted to the
writer. Regarding Jubilee promised by Pope for the diocese,
asks Kirby's advice. Sends blessing to Mr. Newman. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
95

96

97

98

20 February
1891

20 February
1891

21 February
1891

22 February
1891

Telegram from Canon Scully, Hospital, to Kirby: 'Shall feel
extremely grateful if Your Grace will obtain Holy Father's
blessing and indulgence for Presentation nuns opening
convent here next Sunday. Please write reply Canon Scully
Hospital County Limerick."' 2pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and pictures which 'will be a
great treat for the young people'. War and rumours of war.
Possibility of it taking form of an anti-clerical campaign.
Parnell has on his side all the Conservative and Orange
press and 'Protestants generally. They are glad to get a slap
at the influence of the priests', and writer hopes 'it will be a
lesson to some of their former friends in Rome'. However,
he believes the great body of the Irish Catholic people are
still sound, ‘especially in the North'. News regarding the
papers and new National Journal which is due to appear on
the 7th March. Bishops have got a written guarantee from
its directors ‘which will secure its soundness', but writer
warns that this fact is private. News of Parnell and what he
hopes to do. Has hears rumours that some of the Regular
clergy in Dublin are strong Parnellites. If so, their Superiors
'should look to them'. 6pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGiven, Newry, to Kirby:
Encloses notices addressed to the people, for Kirby to see.
Lenten Pastoral contained reference to 'present troublesome
times'. Writer thinks that in his diocese there are few who
want Parnell as leader. Nevertheless, even the few 'can give
an ugly appearance of local affairs to the distant world'. 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Ignatius Bell,
Wolverhampton, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for prints of
picture of Our Lady of Mercy, received through her sister.
Asks Kirby's blessing on the Community and on its work in
Wolverhampton. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
99

100

22 February
1891

22 February
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Marked 'Confidential’, letter refers to paper sent day before
which 'speaks for itself'. Chairman of the 'Freeman Journal’
mentioned in writer's letter therein is Lord Mayor of Dublin.
Circulation of ‘Journal’ going rapidly down. Writer is
perturbed over Mrs. Gray, who 'is now a rock of scandal in
Dublin" and when Parnell was there 'walked through some
of the principal streets with him, dressed, it is said, in a
scarlet cloak'. Unfortunately she has the privilege of
keeping the Blessed Sacrament in her house, given her by
Rome. Kirby may remember that the writer did not wish to
‘obstruct it'. The present state of things 'is awful'. Mentions
also a 'Count' Plunkett for whom Cardinal MacCabe
obtained the honour. He is now a member of the Parnell
Executive Leadership Committee'. Writer thinks Cardinal
Simeoni should take some action. Meanwhile, ‘with or
without help from Rome' they are doing their best to fight
the enemy. The Catholic spirit of the people was shaken by
proceedings between Duke of Norfolk and Cardinal
Secretary of State, followed ‘as these were by the famous
Decree of the H.O. But, please God, everything will turn
out well." One or two communities of friars in Dublin are
openly pro-Parnell, but "'They know they have a solid
support in their Card. Protectors etc. After my All Hallows
experience | am not going to burn my fingers again. Of
course they know how | was treated in that case and they
act accordingly'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Prof. F. Jolieri [...], to Kirby: Writer
encloses his observations in defence of the Bishop of
Elphin - he has done his best and would like Kirby to pass
the document on the Mgr. Zacchini, who will print a
summary of it, the document itself being too long. 1p
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KIR/ 1891 /

101

102

103

104

105

106

23 February
1891

23 February
1891

24 February
1891

24 February
1891

24 February
1891

24 February
1891

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges privileges for convents, and
permission to accept Fr. Egan's resignation. Is requested by
Mr. Coltman, at present living at Hyéres, to give
introduction to friends of his, Mrs. Lawson and family from
Australia, who would like an audience. This Mr. Coltman is
the young man for whom he would like, on some future
occasion, the Order of St. Gregory. Regarding letters sent to
the Irish College for the writer - 'The large one was
returned, but the other containing a money order, as it has
not turned up' he fears has been lost. Asks Kirby to make
inquiries. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Letter of introduction for Mrs. Lawson and family [see
KIR/1891/101]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M.J. Murphy, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for faculties - although 20 years have
passed since he left St. Agatha's, and in any case his stay
there was short, he still feels 'deeply indebted to the College
and its venerated Rector'- Personal news. 2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby: As
Fr. O'Donnell has done all he could to persuade 'the parties
in enclosed letter' to give up idea of marrying, without
success, writer would be obliged if Kirby would present the
petition again. 1p

Holograph letter from +N. Donnelly, Dublin, to Kirby:
Introducing Mr. Joseph W. Foley and daughter, visiting
Rome - gives details of his character and work he did as an
M.P. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Introducing Joseph W. Foley and daughter. 1p
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KIR/ 1891 /

107

108

109

110

111

25 February
1891

25 February
1891

25 February
1891

27 February
1891

27 February
1891

Holograph letter from Mary Murray, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer was sorry to find Kirby ill when she called - wants
an Audience. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
Encloses draft and intentions for Masses. 1p

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges letter. Mr. Comery's papers to hand -
has arranged to 'give him deaconship' on Sunday and, if Mr.
Mahon is there in time, will ordain him on Passion
Saturday, together with Mr. Comery. He will then 'at the
proper time' send 2 others to take their place. Regarding
painting of Transfiguration ordered on writer's behalf by Dr.
Hassan. Diocesan news. Press cutting regarding Dr. Walsh
and Parnell and co. 2 items

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for prompt telegram giving permission
for the ailing Archdeacon Halpin to say the same Mass
every day. No real improvement in political situation -
followers of Parnell are 'showing a daily increasing hostility
to ecclesiastical authority'. It is well that they have not the
power that Home Rule would give. The ‘poor Irish Church’
is now feeling as many others before it 'the retribution of
disloyalty to Rome'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer gives news of Fr. Mortell's death the previous
evening - details of unexpected death, speaking highly of
deceased. Sends 2 copies of the 'Ecclesiastical Record',
containing articles by writer on the Popes and the Peace of
Nations - he wished to write 3 articles, but Dr. Browne, the
Editor, would not permit him to do so, wanting to have one
article only, and they compromised on 2, etc. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /

112

113

114

115

116

27 February
1891

27 February
1891

27 February
1891

28 February
1891

28 February
1891

Holograph letter from Giuseppe Canco. Febbi, Parocco di S.
Maria de' Monti, Rome, to Kirby: This year the children
making their First Communion are very poor, and there are
many of them - writer asks Kirby's help. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. W.B McFeely, Buncrana, to
Kirby: Personal letter giving parochial news, etc. Speaks
highly of his former P.P., Dr. O'Brien, as also of his present
one, Mgr. Kearney, the latter being much in favour of
continental education for priests. Present time is one of
ordeal for Ireland, some priests have taken more part in
politics than they should have done - writer has heard it said
that the Irish troubles are punishment for ‘want of respect,
which was shown by too many for the words of the Holy
Father'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Eustace Eaton, Hospice for the
Dying, Dublin to Kirby: Writer asks gifts from Kirby and
the Pope for their 'Grand Drawing' on behalf of debt still on
building. News of success of hospice. Fr. Hays still alive
and able to go out in bath-chair when weather is fine.
Another priest with them from a Scottish diocese, over 90
years of age and with them ‘upwards of 3 years'. 4pp

Holograph note from +W.J.W. [Archbishop Walsh],

Dublin, to Kirby: Note reads - "a line just now from London
to say that the Freeman people have broken off the
negotiations after all had been agreed to! Just like them. |
hold the terms of agreement actually signed by all
concerned at both sides.” 1p

Holograph letter from Societa della Gioventu Cattolica
Italiana, Rome, to Kirby: Recalls Kirby's previous co-
operation with their pilgrimage - invites him to the reunion
when they are to be honoured by the presence of Cardinal
Mermillod on Thursday, 5 March, etc. [Italian], 2pp

2398



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

117

118

119

120

121

28 February
1891

Holograph letter from Societa della Gioventu Cattolica
Italiana, Rome, to Kirby: Recalls Kirby's previous co-
operation with their pilgrimage - invites him to the reunion
when they are to be honoured by the presence of Cardinal
Mermillod on Thursday, 5 March [identical to
KIR/1891/116]. [Italian]. 2pp

2 March 1891 Holograph letter from Dr. Michael Verdon, Manly, to

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for cameo from Pope. Local
news. 4pp

2 March 1891 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Berchmans Commins, Callan,

to Kirby: Apologizes for delay in acknowledging receipt of
'beautiful oil painting of Our Blessed Mother of Mercy'. Has
heard through Mother M. Teresa Maher of Athy that Kirby
obtained Papal Blessing for writer's Mother and promised
prayers for her - cannot express gratitude of family.
Cardinal Moran seldom writes to the convent. Asks for
blessing. 4pp

2 March 1891 Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Teresa Maher, Athy, to

Kirby: Apologizes for delay in thanking Kirby for letter
conveying papal blessing to Mrs. Commins who, as did
writer in her own illness - began to grow better since its
arrival. Gives details. Asks Kirby to accept Cardinal
Moran's book 'Occasional Papers' which is being sent by
same post. 4pp

2 March 1891 Holograph letter from Matthew Burke, Middletown, to

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and interest he has
taken in the case - hopes that the petition is 'now in proper
form' - has shown it to the Primate, who does not wish the
‘application to be considered as coming from him' and
therefore, before recommending it would like some
communication direct from Rome. [see KIR/1891/87]. 3pp
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KIR/ 1891 /

122

123

124

125

126

127

2 March 1891 Holograph letter from Sr. M.P. Cullen, Westport, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks. Will celebrate Golden Jubilee on 17 June
next, and asks prayers for that day. Is grateful for the little
engravings, but would like to contribute towards them etc.

4pp

3 March 1891 Holograph letter from Cecily Bell, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter - regarding painting and also copies of ‘the
little Madonna' Kirby sent her. Miss Drinkwater weak and
writer fears her illness 'will end in consumption, she longs
to return to Rome and her pupils' - mentions Fr. O'Neal, ex-
student of the Irish College, who was for many years their
P.P. at Bridgenorth - he was very edifying. 4pp

4 March 1891 Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of rescript. Gives picture of
political situation - support for Parnell, 'small as it is, shows
the fruits of the demoralization of the last ten years'.
Disruption of the Irish Party before Home Rule was granted
'is a great mercy from God'. Deplores devotion of the
clergy, young and old to politics, etc. 4pp

4 March 1891 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
On behalf of 'a dear friend' writer asks questions regarding
Trinitarian House in Rome where novices are taken, etc. 3pp

5 March 1891 Holograph letter from Dr. Hassan, Cairo, to Kirby: Personal
letter. 4pp

5 March 1891 Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny, to
Kirby: Regarding dispute between a landlord and his tenant.
Dr. Maguire's Degree in Theology 'has given the greatest
satisfaction'. Poor Mgr. McMenamin is dead and 'wore his
new honours for the first time on his way to the tomb'.
Regarding Parnell. 3pp
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KIR/ 1891 /

128 5 March 1891 Holograph letter from William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Kirby 'has done a useful work in presenting the statement
about that lady. As for the communities concerned, there
would be no possibility of doing anything'. Explains how
conversation making a general impression 'and completely
undermining the acts of authority' can go on 'without there
being anything on which any one could lay a finger as a
basis for a serious accusation'. Deprecates the want of 'solid
unity' among the bishops, explaining how much harm is
done 'by the ostentatious taking up of an independent
attitude even by a miserably small minority'. For instance, it
is openly stated by Parnellites that the Bishop of Limerick,
who refused to sign the joint Episcopal document, is
keeping 'studiously aloof from his brethren’, thus proving
that no question of morality is involved, but 'the only
question being one of "good taste"”, ' etc. The fact that 3
bishops not having signed has, presumably, not escaped
notice. Writer thinks it should be understood that their
attitude is 'the direct result of the encouragement given to
them on more than one occasion'. They now take the
attitude and tone that they are fighting for the authority of
the Holy See 'in the face of an all but schismatical
episcopacy of the country'. A postscript mentions that
although the papers have not arrived, he has seen 'the
document’, as there is a priest in Dublin ‘who gets such
documents through a private source long before they
become public'. Stating that this one is already known in
many convents, writer concludes. 'One part of it will cause
endless confusion'. 4pp

129 5 March 1891 Holograph letter from Suor M. Candida Martini, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]. 2pp
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130

131

132

133

134

135

5 March 1891 Holograph letter from N. [...] Abraham, Limerick, to Sir
Thos. Esmonde: Encloses invitation which writer has
refused, but thinks that Sir Thomas may possibly have
someone in the neighbourhood who could attend. Situation
in Ireland 'is grave and the work uphill'. Bishop of Limerick
gives power to the extremists in refusing to allow his clergy
to interfere, etc. Branch of the National Federation is being
organized in Limerick, ‘which will have influence in the
County'. Writer hopes that 'Davitt will attend the Dublin
meeting of the 10th and throw the help of his Democratic
Labour Federation into the scale with us'. 3pp

6 March 1891 Holograph letter from +H. Archbishop of Nicosia, Rome, to
Kirby: Delighted to sing Mass on St. Patrick’s Day,
although he notices that Kirby has written "Tuesday 14", but
takes it that this is a slip. Cannot dine as Prior Glynn has
already invited him. 1p

7 March 1891 Holograph letter from J.W. Foley, Rome, to Kirby: Presents
two letters of introduction - is sorry to learn that Kirby is
not well. 3pp

7 March 1891 Holograph letter from J.W. Foley, Rome, to Kirby:
Accepting invitation to dinner. 1p

7 March 1891 Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Gives news of latest 'scandal’. 'Count Plunkett' - made
Count by pontifical authority in Cardinal McCabe's time,
although writer understands it was not on application by the
Cardinal but that it was bestowed 'some people say by a
mistake' at Rome - has come out at the head of a national
appeal to subscribe to a 'Parnell Leadership fund’, and has
himself given five guineas to it, etc. 3pp

8 March 1891 Holograph letter from, Rev. W. O'Callaghan, Adm., Tralee,
to Kirby: At request of Dr. Coffey writer forwards enclosed
petition. 1p
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136

137

138

139

140

141

142

9 March 1891 Holograph letter from +M. Corrigan, New York, to Kirby:

Acknowledging receipt - by the hand of Rev. Edward J.
Byrnes - of 2 copies of the picture of Our Lady of Mercy,
one for the convent of Mercy in New York, the other for the
convent of Mercy in New Orleans, etc. Writer has no
tidings of Kirby's grandnephew, although he wrote, urging
him to call. 1p

9 March 1891 Holograph letter from +John Healy, Portumna, to Kirby:

10 March
1891

10 March
1891

10 March
1891

10 March

1891

10 March
1891

Encloses petition as it is essential' to have Mrs. Burke in
office for the next 3 years as 'she is a most able builder and
financier' etc. 1p

Holograph letter from Gio. Piacapstelli, Rome, to Kirby:
The Director of the Borghese Gallery writes on behalf of
the distinguished artist, Norberto Pazzini, who wishes to
make a copy of the picture ('immagine’) of Our Lady under
the title 'Misericordia’ - in S. Pudenziana - and writer thinks
that Kirby has a photograph which would be useful, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from E. Barbour, Belfast, to Kirby:
Introducing Miss Banner, visiting Rome. 2pp

Holograph letter from +J.W. Croke, Thurles, to Kirby: In a
letter marked 'Confidential’ writer encloses a letter from
‘one of the Limerick M.P.'s, Mr. Abraham by name'. It is
addressed to Sir Thomas Esmonde, ‘who is a staunch Anti-
Parnellite'. [This enclosure is, in fact, KIR/1891/130 of 5
March]. 1p

Holograph note from F. Montague Handley, Rome, to 'Dear
and Rev. Monsignor' [Kirby]: Note reads- 'l will have the
money ready for you at 3." 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. Philomena Zaccardi, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal note. 2pp
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143 11 March Holograph letter from Fr. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
1891 Archbishop Walsh and Dr. Magrath of Clonliffe are on their
way to Rome. New daily has now been started, and writer
hopes that soon it will 'be able to undo the evil done by the
Freeman's Journal. 3pp
144 11 March Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
1891 Mr. Mahon has arrived, and with him letter from Kirby.
Writer is glad to learn Kirby's high opinion and intends to
ordain both him and Mr. Comery 'next Saturday'. Mr.
Mahon also brought picture Kirby procured for writer, who
is sorry that it is not of the Transfiguration, but perhaps the
artist will be able to let him have a copy some other time.
Thanks for Kirby's beautiful present of the Sacred Heart'
which writer has framed 'very richly’, and which now hangs
over the Altar in his private chapel. 4pp
145 12 March Holograph letter from M. Gertrude, Listowel, to Kirby:
1891 Encloses shamrock for St. Patrick's Day. 2pp
146 12 March Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [], to Kirby: Writer
1891 encloses petition for Kirby to forward, remarking that
‘These mixed marriages in this Protestant community are a
great annoyance'. 1p
147 12 March Holograph letter from V. Rev. J. Lalor, Abbeyleix, to
1891 Kirby: Although Kirby has never heard of him, 'or of the
portion of the Divine vineyard' in which he works, writer
asks for a gift from the Pope for a prize in the forthcoming
bazaar to build a parish church, since he knows of Kirby's
deep interest in Ireland and her people. 2pp
148 12 March Holograph letter from Sr. M. Evangelist, Killarney, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of gratitude. 2pp
149 13 March Holograph letter from J.W. Foley, Rome, to Kirby: Formal
1891 note, in third person, regretting inability to accept invitation

to dine. 1p
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150

151

152

153

154

13 March
1891

13 March
1891

13 March
1891

14 March
1891

14 March
1891

Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for dispensation - gives details of
situation in Ireland - in Cork the bad element springs from
'the Fenian element’ - some good Catholics favour Parnell,
despite denunciation of the Bishops. However, religious
statistics of the city are very encouraging. Catholic
population of about 45 to 50 thousand, excluding infants,
and for 6 months July to December 1890, the number of
communicants was over 145,600. Moreover, in a parish
where the people are almost entirely of the working class, a
mission is being held at which attendance is so great that
there is not room in the church for them and many have to
be turned away each evening. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. D. Sheahan, Salford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining prize from Pope for
forthcoming bazaar. 1p

Holograph letter from Vincent G.H. Corbett, British
Embassy, Rome, to Kirby: Acceptance of invitation to dine
‘'on Tuesday next'. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes Elise St. John, Sclerder, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for information promptly sent
for her friend. Local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Letter
marked 'Private and Confidential’. Regarding delay over
appeal - gives details of acts of Fr. Carlos in defiance and
contravention of writer's wishes and Provincial Statutes etc.
Asks Kirby to inform Cardinal Simeoni what is happening.
Hopes he will get a coadjutor soon. Mentions one of the
candidates 'to whom special objection is taken on public as
well as personal grounds' - should like views of Archbishop
Walsh to be asked in regard to him, for he knew him well -
at Maynooth and as bishop. 'His translation would certainly
produce a deep and hurtful impression on the mind of the
country at large'. 4pp
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155 15 March Holograph letter from + [Vincenzo] Leone Sallua,

1891 Archbishop of [Chalcedon], Rome, to Kirby: Writer having
had a bad cold with rheumatism, of which he is not yet quite
free, it is with regret that he has to say that it will not be
possible for him to dine with Kirby on St. Patrick's Day.
[Italian] 1p

156 15 March Holograph letter from Alessandro Faticoni, Rome, to Kirby:

1891 The dispensation for a mixed marriage between 'Elena
O'Shea’ and 'Giacomo Blennorhas' of the diocese of Kerry is
at the Holy Office - prot.1206. [Italian]. 1p

157 16 March Holograph letter from Sr. M. de Sales O'Sullivan,

1891 Queenstown, (Cobh), to Kirby: Letter of thanks for gift to

convent of Our Lady of Mercy. 2pp
158 16 March Holograph letter from V. Rev. Fr. Horgan, Kilworth, to

1891 Kirby: Thanks for second rescript with 'its express
permissions' - letter of gratitude for all kindnesses - writer
hopes to visit Rome on returning home from visiting
Cardinal Moran. 4pp

159 17 March Holograph letter from Vincent E.H. Corbett [British

1891 Ambassador], Rome, to Kirby: Having just that moment

received notice that Queen of Italy wishes to see him at 2
o'clock, has no choice but to obey [see KIR/1891/152]. 1p
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160 18 March Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
1891 Writer returns Mr. Burke's petition with the remark that he

'thought right to make on it' scandal caused by 'these close
marriages', but in this case the girl has real hardship, etc.
Among other things the Parnellites threaten the writer in
anonymous letters to expose his taking a bribe in a certain
case some years ago. Actually, it was Kirby who obtained
the dispensation, and the writer did not even handle the
money which the couple had to pay to charity, but left it to
them to do it themselves - the case was 'gratis sine ulla
solutione'. The fight is still going on in Ireland, and is
'becoming more embittered each day'. The North is strongly
loyal, and he has succeeded in keeping his archdiocese free
of Parnellite meetings up to this. However, on Sunday they
are to hold a meeting at Drogheda, 'but that being on the
borders' he is helpless, as the meeting will 'be made up of
people from Dublin, Meath and elsewhere. Very few of any
weight in Drogheda will attend it". Some 3 or 4 priests in
other parts of the country have declared for Parnell publicly
which, of course, 'does immense mischief'. Writer thinks
that 'such scandalous action on the part of a priest merits
suspension ' and he 'would be very much inclined to act on
this view, did the necessity arise'. Thanks Kirby for pictures
of St. Patrick, 'which are a great treat for the young people'.
Thinks the 'National Press' will be all right as far as
Catholic interests are concerned. 6pp
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161 18 March Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
1891 Asks Kirby's help for a Mrs. Hunt who, with friends, is

about to visit Rome. As regards Mr. Danaher's place in
College, will leave decision to Kirby with the 'mere
suggestion' that it might be given to Mr. Sheehy. He thanks
Kirby for 'the frank and even paternal manner' in which he
gave his views on the writer's inactivity in the political
crisis in Ireland. It is important to anyone 'so near events' as
the writer is, to learn the views of someone 'whose very
remoteness from the scene of action enables him to study it
with more calmness and accuracy ..." Assures Kirby that he
will study his views with 'the utmost care, and give them the
full consideration which on every ground they deserve'.
There is no doubt that Parnell is utterly unfit to lead a
Catholic nation, and the writer assures Kirby that he need
have no fear that 'at any time one word will be spoken in his
favour by any priest in Limerick or any countenance given
to his supporters'. He goes on to say that there are, however,
circumstances of a local character in which Kirby may
perhaps be able to give assistance. The anti-Parnellite
member for Limerick passed 'all bounds of decency last
year in his attacks on Mgr. Persico and the Holy See' and in
his personal insults to the writer. In fact, his conduct was so
bad that it is impossible to support him unless he withdraws
'these outrages and apologises for them'. One of the County
members, a Mr. William Straham, 'is even worse'. The
writer describes him as one of the worst libertines he has
ever known, and believes that he termed himself an atheist
in the last Census paper. 'Surely such a man' continues the
letter, 'is not the fit representative for so Catholic a
constituency as ours, and it is rather an excessive demand
on the co-operation of a bishop and his priests to ask them
in the name of morality to take an active part in supporting
such a fellow. Yet that is the position in which | am placed,
and if unsatisfactory consequences follow Mr. McCarthy
and his friends have only themselves to blame'. Writer feels
it is not too much to ask as the condition of support that
candidates would be men of good moral character ‘whom
Catholics may trust'. Goes on to deplore the constant
references in the 'National Press', and other anti-Parnellite
papers to the Plan of Campaign, as though it had never
received papal condemnation. Writer feels that, bad as
Parnell is, the 'continuous sapping of the people's faith in
the Holy See is wrong, and the present resistance to the
authority of the bishops is the fruit that it is bearing already'.
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Writer asks Kirby to bring his influence to bear on those
who direct Irish affairs to have these things remedied.
Apologizes for length of letter. 4pp
162 18 March Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
1891 Letter introducing Mrs. Hunt, about whom he has already
written to Kirby: [see KIR/1891/161]. 3pp
163 18 March Holograph letter from Sr. Chiara Giuseppa Martinetti,
1891 Rome, to Kirby: Personal note. [Italian]. 2pp
164 18 March Holograph letter from Thomas Magrath, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Regrets inability to sing High Mass on the morrow, and
gives reasons. 3pp
165 18 March Holograph letter from Bernardo Morini, Rome, to Kirby: A
1891 printer who has done work for the College and who is now
in need - explains reasons - asks help for himself and his
family. [Italian]. 2pp
166 19 March Holograph letter from D.B. Dunne, [], [bearing Official
1891 Stamp of the British Crown], to Kirby: Introducing Michael
Murphy, junior, explaining circumstances. 3pp
166 a 19 March Holograph letter from Prof. E. [Jolieri], Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Regarding the dispute between Father Carlos and the
Bishop of Elphin. 1p
167 20 March Holograph letter from Dr. Hassan, Palermo, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter from Vice-Rector en route to Rome from
Egypt, which country he thinks over-esteemed by doctors as
a health resort, etc. 4pp
168 21 March Holograph letter from Alessandro Faticoni, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 The marriage dispensation asked for by the Bishop of Ferns

has been granted and is at the Holy Office - Prot.1252. 1p
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169

170

171

172

173

174

22 March
1891

22 March
1891

22 March
1891

22 March
1891

23 March
1891

23 March
1891

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer apologizes for delay in acknowledging Kirby's letter
with the documents which have all been forwarded. Speaks
of 'sad condition of "war" in which we are, caused by
"Lucifer 2nd" who would fain drag the whole Irish race
down to perdition' etc, fairly well off in the Archdiocese of
Tuam, except in the actual town of Tuam where friends of
the "Freeman" live and are influential and zealous. 'But they
will soon be defeated'. He is morally certain that Parnell
'will get a second crushing defeat in Sligo'. Glad to read of
reception given to Archbishop of Dublin by Pope, as
Archbishop has been 'battling’ for Ireland and education, ‘as
sleeplessly as Parnell and Co. on the other side'. Asks Kirby
to obtain powers to dispense in certain matrimonial cases.
Some trouble with a 'Rev. Mr. Coyne', who has stated his
intention to go to Rome to appeal against his transfer to
Galway. Explains. 3pp

Holograph letter from Anne O'Callaghan, 'Blessington
Street', to Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. 6pp

Holograph letter from Mrs. Helsham Hunt, Rome, to Kirby:
Formal letter, written in the 3rd person, deals with writer's
aspirations for her visit to Rome with her nieces. 2pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. J. Lalor, P.P., Abbeyleix, to
Kirby: Most grateful for Kirby's letter and prize from Pope
for writer's bazaar - promises prayers, as requested, etc. 1p

Holograph letter form Sr. M. Paul Cullen, Westport, to
Kirby: Letter of thanks for 'lovely painting of our Blessed
Lady of Mercy' etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Volpi Ulrica, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter - good wishes for Easter, etc. [Italian]. 4pp
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175

176

177

178

23 March
1891

23 March
1891

23 March
1891

23 March
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Austin Carroll, New Orleans,
to Kirby: Thanks for picture - would like as many 'of the
small pictures' as Kirby can spare, as writer has been
sending them to 'distant convents'. However she wishes to
pay, as otherwise she would 'be taking from some of the
poor nuns' whom Kirby 'so charitably relieves'. Would like
another painting of Our Lady of Mercy, but must know the
price as they might need several, 'and will not that be a little
good for some poor painters?' Writes of her efforts to help
people - 'tried to save one poor fellow in the massacre that
disgraced this city 10 days ago, and was 3 hours under
arrest for my pains but got off clear, thank god. | have been
the visitor of the prison for 22 years, and often meet Italians
there. | say to myself. "These are the Pope's compatriots - |
must be specially good to them™. ' There are some 20.000
Italians in New Orleans (mostly in fruit and vegetable
trade), but few of them practise their religion. 'But I do not
think all of the 11 men murdered in the prison last Saturday
were guilty - indeed it is not certain that any of them were. |
knew them all', while in prison they went to Mass every
Sunday and Day of Obligation. The chaplain is an Irish
Jesuit. Asks prayers for herself and for her work, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from G. Brady, Belfast, to Kirby: Writer
asks if it is possible for Fr. Gabriel, Passionist, to hear his
confession in his own house - gives reason - will Kirby
obtain faculties. 2pp

Holograph letter from J.W. Foley, Rome, to Kirby:
Invitation to Kirby to dine on the 25th instant - Archbishop
of Dublin as already accepted. 2pp

Holograph letter from William F. O'Grady, Limerick, to
Kirby: Easter greetings from writer and family. Nothing has
turned up for him, his health is very bad while they are 'in
the most awful state of poverty'. 3pp
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179 24 March Holograph letter from S.M. Catherine, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Asks Kirby's advice. Fr. O'Connor 'is as bad as he can be'.
3pp
180 24 March Holograph letter from Mrs. Helsham Hunt, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 A note enclosing letter of introduction just received - writer
is sorry Kirby can hold out no hope of her being able to see
the Pope. [written in the third person] 1p
181 25 March Holograph letter from +Thomas I. Carr, Melbourne, to
1891 Kirby: Introducing Judge Casey. 2pp
182 25 March Holograph letter from +J. Colgan, Madras, to Kirby:
1891 Introducing A.B. Moriarty, a judge in the Bombay
Presidency. 3pp
183 25 March Holograph letter from Enrico Perone and Luisa Liberati,
1891 Naples, to Kirby: Once again the writers ask Kirby to help
them with his charity, etc. [Italian]. 2pp
184 26 March Holograph letter from Canon Brosnan, Caherciveen, to
1891 Kirby: Asks Kirby's help and influence in obtaining money

to build a church in Daniel O'Connell's birthplace. 3pp
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185

186

187

188

27 March
1891

28 March
1891

28 March
1891

29 March
1891

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Thanks
for letter - encloses cheque in case Kirby wishes to pay
lawyer, in Fr. Carlos's case, something on account. Would
like to know 'in what respect the authorities are not satisfied
with the names of those recommended for the
Coadjutorship. The two priests recommended are in every
respect most worthy men'. Gives details of both men -
Canon Kelly and Canon McLoughlin. Writer has known
both since they were 'little boys' in the Diocesan College.
Feels it is in the interest of the Diocesan Institutions, after
writer's death, to ‘prefer Canon McLoughlin' - gives reasons,
etc. Excitement over election to be held on Easter Tuesday -
success 'quite secure' - notwithstanding support given to
Parnell by some priests and a pretty large portion of the
people in Dr. Conway's diocese. Dr. Conway is ‘weak in
health and too much controlled by his surroundings'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor Maria [Conf...], to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his kindness - prays to the Child
Jesus for him - sends him best wishes for Easter, etc.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Generoso Arcid. Mattei, Tivoli, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his kind words regarding his
promotion to a new and onerous office. He does not like
leaving the fatherland, and hopes to spend the autumn
villaggiatura with Kirby again this year. The Consistory still
seems a long way off. Thanks Kirby for 32 Mass intentions,
etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Caterina Superioress of the
Augustinians, [Rome], to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for
sending the Community 20 lira - they have begun novenas
to the Sacred Heart, to St. Joseph and to Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart - they ardently desire long life for Kirby, and
they pray for him always, etc. [Italian]. 1p
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189 30 March Holograph letter from Rebecca B. Helsham Hunt, Rome, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of thanks to Kirby for the trouble he took to
try and secure an Audience - explains what happened. Must
leave today. 2pp
190 30 March Holograph letter from M. Francesca, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Personal note, wishing to see Kirby but, if the weather is
bad, he must not come, etc. [Italian]. 1p
191 31 March Holograph letter from +Mef. Arcid. di [Nicepelis], to Kirby:
1891 Written from St. Mary Major's, writer asks the College to
take part in the procession of supplication which will take
place on 10 April, etc. [Italian]. 1p
192 31 March Holograph letter from +Thomas I. Carr, Melbourne, to
1891 Kirby: Encloses petitions to be presented 'in due form'.
Thanks for picture of the Sacred Heart. Regarding title of
Monsignor for Dean O'Hea, no official document yet
received, but thanks Kirby for telegram. Regarding nuns,
etc. Sends P.O. for five pounds to cover cost of wire. 4pp
193 31 March Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Kelly, Enniscorthy, to
1891 Kirby: Encloses 'bouquet of Lenten devotions' for Pope -
explains how it came to be prepared. Asks Pope's blessing.
Asks that name of Annie O'Flaherty of Third Order of St.
Francis be inscribed in the register of the Ara Coeli 'or other
Roman convent'. 2pp
194 31 March Holograph letter from F.W. Dandier, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Easter greetings. Self and husband would like to see the
Pope and receive his blessing. 4pp
195 'Palm Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Sunday/91'  Kirby: Writer asks Kirby's advice regarding Sisters of

Mercy and their coming election for a Superior - gives
details of difficulties. 4pp
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196

197

198

199

200

201

202

'Holy
Saturday/91'

'Easter Day
91

1 April 1891

2 April 1891

3 April 1891

4 April 1891

5 April 1891

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Encloses photograph of Lady Altar. 2pp

Holograph letter from Anne R. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
Personal letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Cecily Bell, [], to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for 'the Madonnas' - regarding possibility of
more being required. 1p

Holograph letter from Vittoria Pigli, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding illness of writer - in detail - etc.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer is informed by Fr. Martin Carroll that his brother, a
student at the Irish College, is seriously ill. 'If he is really so
sick and in danger of any permanent loss of health’ writer
would wish him to go home but, as in anything relating to
his students, he will be guided entirely by Kirby. Fr. John
Bourke 'is remarkably well'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +T.J. McRedmond, Ashline, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges faculties obtained for Fr. B.
Scanlan. Requests faculty to retain Mother Mary Anastasia
Beckett as Superioress of Sisters of Mercy, Birr - 8th time
similar permission has been sought from Propaganda, but
writer believes it is necessary for welfare of convent, and if
permission is again granted this time he is 'resolved not to
make a similar application in the future'. Wishes also to
communicate to his Vicars General general power of
blessing Altar linens and vestments - explains why. Parnell
was beaten by large majority in Sligo, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Fortunata Pompili, S.M. di 7
Dolori, to Kirby: Regarding a book which Kirby kindly sent
her, writer would very much like to have further copies, etc.
[Italian]. 1p
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203

204

205

206

5 April 1891

6 April 1891

6 April 1891

6 April 1891

Holograph letter from Vittoria Pigli, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter - thanking Kirby for his - more about her
illness, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer is sorry to learn that the improvement in Dr.
Hassan's health is only slight. Sister Berchmans of Armagh
Convent died recently of consumption. Gives news of
appointment of the two recently-ordained ex-students of the
Irish College. Although Parnell was beaten at Sligo, results
of election 'very unsatisfactory'. In spite of bishops, large
number of Catholics supported Parnell ‘and, which was still
worse, so large a number of priests. In no other part of
Ireland could such a thing have taken place’. "'The General
Election will probably extinguish him, but until then he will
keep the country in confusion'. Writer asks Kirby to obtain
from Propaganda power to appoint 'to the parish of Burt,
Inch and Fahan', giving reasons. Diocesan news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +J. [Ryan], Philadelphia, to Kirby:
Encloses draft for 511 odd francs for 'the poor nuns of such
convent as you may select in Rome'. Asks Kirby to request
them to pray for the new Congregation of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament for Indian and Coloured People, which
Mother Katharine, formerly Miss Kate Drexel of
Philadelphia, is founding, etc. In November Archbishop of
St. Louis hopes to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of his
Episcopate, he will then be in his 86th year, and some
bishops have thought 'it would be a suitable time to crown
his great career by some honour from the Holy Father..."

3pp

Holograph letter from D.B. Dunne, Dublin, to Kirby:
Introducing Rev. Dr. Cunningham, Principal of St. Mary's
College in the University of St. Andrew's, Scotland, visiting
Rome for first time, in company of 'Principal Donaldson,
the Head of the other College of St. Salvator and St.
Leonards' ... 2pp
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207

208

209

210

211

7 April 1891

8 April 1891

Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, Liverpool, to Kirby:
Together with her brother, writer thanks Kirby for letter
conveying papal blessing on whole family. Gives news of
brother's health etc. A postscript mentions life sized
painting of the Sacred Heart begun by Father William
before his death, which has now been finished by 'an
eminent artist in Dublin, a friend of his' and put up as a
memorial to Father William in the Church of the Vincentian
Fathers, Phibsboro, Dublin. Father William suffered for 23
years - 'God alone knows how much he suffered'. A Jesuit
has said that 'before his body was cold he would be in the
Sacred Heart of Jesus'. 7pp

Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensations. Thinks that
things will be better after a while. Much will depend on
action of the priests. 'At a recent election in the city for the
Poor Law Guardians only one Parnellite was elected and it
is accounted for by the indifference of a few priests'. Tells
of a Sister of the Ursuline community at Blackrock who is
writing letters to Rome. She thinks she is the only one who
keeps the Rule etc. She was in a lunatic asylum for seven
years and is now, so writer thinks, again on the verge of
insanity, etc. 4pp

10 April 1891 Holograph letter from Helen Murphy, London, W., to

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for 'the three beautiful Palms all
the way from the Holy City!" Personal letter giving news of
family, etc. Enclosing St. Anthony-prayer card. 2 items

10 April 1891 Holograph letter from Michael Verdon, Manly, to Kirby:

Introducing Mrs. Cannon. 2pp

12 April 1891 Holograph letter from Superior, Canadian College, Rome,

to Kirby: Invitation to Kirby to dine at the Canadian
College on Sunday, 19 March, Feast of the Patronage of St.
Joseph. [French]. 1p
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212 13 April 1891 Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges dispensation for Mr. Burke, as also
Kirby's second letter. Difficulties at present - 'If the priests
were all faithful, we could manage the people, but
unfortunately there are a very few individuals among the
clergy who are lukewarm or faithless, and although they
dare not disclose themselves publicly, at least in this
diocese, | fear the mischief they do privately is very great'.
At a Conference at Drogheda, priests brought forward a
resolution condemning Parnell. Seeing signs of a lack of
unanimity, the writer insisted on a division. To his 'disgust
and astonishment, a parish priest, two curates, the Guardian
of the Franciscans and the 'Prior of the Augustinians' were
against the resolution. He warned them that if they took any
public action he would not overlook it. Regarding Kirby's
book, Gills have consented to publish it ‘and sell it for three
shillings to priests. He will give Your Grace one hundred
copies for distribution. He say that, owing to the great
expense of publishing it, he could not do more'. If Kirby
accepts, the book will be brought out immediately, etc. 4pp

213 14 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. J. Barton, Rathmore, to Kirby:
Writer asks for renewal of faculties, enclosing old form.
Parochial news, etc. Canon Walsh, P.P., now confined to
bed. 2 items

214 14 April 1891 Holograph letter from +C.A. Reynolds, 'Off the Seychelles
Islands', to Kirby: Introducing Judge Casey. 2pp

215 15 April 1891 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Joseph Hyland, Galway, to
Kirby: Writer asks for 'a little prize' from Kirby, and also
from the Pope although she fears that that would be
impossible. They hope that this will be their 'third and last
Bazaar'. 3pp
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217

218

219

220

15 April 1891 Holograph letter from V. Rev. Thomas Head, S.J., [Mungret

College], Limerick to Kirby: Encloses letter to Kirby from a
Maynooth student, Edmund Cahill, about to enter the
Society of Jesus. Writer asks Kirby to obtain a dispensation
for him to be ordained priest before attainment of canonical
age. The young man was 23 in February 1891. Gives
reasons why writer wishes application granted. Personal
news since leaving Irish College nearly 26 years back. 2
items

16 April 1891 Holograph letter from Direzione delle Poste, Rome, to

Kirby: This is an apology for the delay of a registered letter
addressed to the College - but on the back Kirby has written
that the Rector has not made any complaint. [Italian]. 2pp

16 April 1891 Holograph letter from +T.J. McRedmond, Borrisokane, to

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for permission to re-elect Rev.
Mother A. Beckett, and apologizes for sending second
letter. 2pp

16 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. John Bourke, Pallaskenry, to

Kirby: Encloses letter regarding health of Maggie [a niece
of Kirby's in Belgium]. 'It is a melancholy account’. He asks
Kirby to return it as he wishes to show it to someone else.
Writer's health is 'indeed very good' for his age, although
his he is nearly blind. Gives local news. 2pp

17 April 1891 Holograph letter from +T.J. McRedmond, Ashline, to

Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to expedite dispensation applied
for regarding re-election of Superioress of Sisters of Mercy,
Birr, as time is now short. [Archivist's note - despite the
date, this letter must have preceded KIR/1891/218. A note
in Kirby's handwriting is as follows. 'Sent res. on 16 inst."]

1p
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221 17 April 1891 Holograph letter from +Edward McGennis, Cavan, to
Kirby: Being in need of priests, writer requires his subject
in Irish College, Rev. B. Brady, at home as soon as
possible. Country greatly distracted by Parnell controversy,
but he is not gaining ground, and Diocese of Kilmore 'is up
to the present practically solid against him'. 2pp

222 18 April 1891 Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Writer
has not received a letter from Propaganda. Hopes to learn
from their next communication that there is no need for a
new election. It would have been an unaccountable
proceeding 'and a terrible shock' to him had he been asked
to have a new 'terna’ proposed without being informed of
the objections to the first 3 candidates. He remarks how
incredible it seems to him that Propaganda should deal thus
with the Archbishop or Bishop of his province, or even with
him personally - 'a public mark of disapproval, and certainly
an undeserved one'... Regarding political election.... He
intends to write soon to Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda 're
divisions that exist amongst the clergy of Killala diocese'.

3pp

223 18 April 1891 Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter. Gives directions
regarding sending of painting and payment therefore.
Encloses ten pounds for Kirby as a 'small token' of his
esteem. Interested in Roman news. Glad Mr. Newman was
able to help in celebrations, and asks Kirby to give him
writer's congratulations. Ireland still going through time of
difficulties. Fears secret societies are spreading, and is
thinking of writing against them. Asks Kirby's prayers that
his pen may be guided. Regards to friends in Rome. Is there
any news of process of Ven. Vincent Pallotti?. 4pp
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224

225

226

227

228

229

18 April 1891 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:

Encloses draft, being amount of contributions for 1891
towards the fund for the rescue of the slaves of central
Africa, asking Kirby to hand it to Cardinal Prefect of
Propaganda. Trying to get up a Catholic paper in Belfast to
counteract influence of Parnell and wishes he had the Pope's
blessing on the project - the difficulty is money. 3pp

18 April 1891 Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes, Kenmore, to Kirby:

Personal letter - asks Pope's blessing on Reverend Mother
of the Poor Clares, who is seriously ill, etc. 7pp

19 April 1891 Holograph letter from D.B. Dunne, Dublin, to Kirby: Writer

informs Kirby that he has given a letter of introduction to a
Scottish Presbyterian clergyman, Dr. Cunningham, head of
St. Mary's College in the University of St. Andrews, whose
own people complain that he ‘is not sufficiently "anti-

Romanist™. ' Also with him will be another 'very liberal
Presbyterian, and a learned one', etc. [see KIR/1891/206].

3pp

19 April 1891 Holograph letter from S. Piacentini, [], to Kirby: Personal

letter - thanking Kirby for his kindness to the orphans -
giving news etc. [Italian]. 2pp

20 April 1891 Holograph letter from +John O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:

Sorry to learn Dr. Hassan's health is not much improved.
Political situation quite unchanged. 'The conduct of the
Killala priests at the Sligo election was perfectly
disgraceful. Nearly all openly supported him [Parnell] ... "
New paper doing good work. More news of Parnell, etc. 4pp

21 April 1891 Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:

Encloses petition for dispensation and asks for renewal of
faculties. All goes 'wonderfully well' in writer's diocese, a
few days ago seeing the end of the only case of the Plan of
Campaign, when he got all the people concerned 're-instated
in their holdings'. 4pp
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230 21 April 1891 Holograph letter from P.J. Jennings, London, to Kirby:
Writer gives news of his health. Asks for 'a couple of holy
Masses', for which he encloses an offering. Often thinks of
Kirby and sends him the 'Catholic Times' from time to time.
In his Will writer has left £250 to the College to provide the
pension for 'some poor student’ from his native diocese of
Clonfert - claims of 'poor aged relatives' prevent him from
giving money now. 4pp

231 21 April 1891 Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Encloses draft for £64, of which £10 is for Kirby and £54
for Propaganda of the Faith among the African Negroes, the
Pope having ordered a collection for this cause. Canon
Cavanagh of New Ross is anxious about fate of petition sent
to Kirby some 6 weeks previously. Writer speaks well of
prospective Protestant bride. 3pp

232 21 April 1891 Holograph letter from Sister Mary Teresa Maher, Athy, to
Kirby: The Papal Blessing has ‘wrought such a change in
the health of Mrs. Commins' that writer has been asked to
obtain a similar blessing for her daughter, Mother Mary
Berchmans, Superior of Sisters of Mercy, Callan, and for
Mother Mary Clare Dunphy, Superior of Sisters of Mercy,
Parrammata. The latter has been ailing since she went to
Australia and would be a severe loss to the young
community there. Explains great need of Sister Mary
Berchmans. 4pp

233 21 April 1891 Holograph letter from J.E. Stephens, Melbourne, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for favours and picture of Our Lady -
also for his kindness when in Rome. Diocesan news. 4pp

234 23 April 1891 Holograph letter from V. Rev. P. Lyons, P.P., Castlebar, to
Kirby: Letter of thanks for prize and blessing sent from
Pope for bazaar in aid of new church. 3pp
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236

237

238

239

240

24 April 1891 Holograph letter from Mary Kerron Birney, Rome, to
Kirby: Writes of letter of introduction given by Canon
Fitzpatrick of Holy Cross College, Dublin, and presented to
Kirby "about 2 months ago'. As she is leaving Rome shortly,
she brings this letter to his notice again, thinking it may
have escaped Kirby's attention. 3pp

24 April 1891 Holograph letter from +Henry, Archbishop of Nicosia,
Rome, to Kirby: Introducing a woman - unknown to writer
except what she herself has told him - a widow, penniless,
who hopes to find employment teaching French and
English. 2pp

24 April 1891 Holograph letter from Ma. Antonina, Rome, to Kirby:
Thanks Kirby for 25 lire. Local news. [Italian]. 1p

24 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. D.J. O'Connell, Rector of
American College, Rome, to Kirby: Regarding invitation to
participate in feast on the morrow, writer regrets that he is
not able to do so - explains why - but his Vice-Rector ‘'who
has a better voice' will sing the Mass 'and a delegation of
students will go with him'. 2pp

26 April 1891 Holograph letter from M. Linebania Amadio Badelta,
Montefalco S. Chiara, to Kirby: Writer can find no words to
express her gratitude and surprise at receiving Kirby's
esteemed letter with 25 lira enclosed, etc. Asks favour. 2pp

27 April 1891 Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
Writer encloses a draft and intentions for Masses. Asks for
Agnus Dei 'so scarce' in Ireland, also relic of St. Edward,
King and Confessor, 'which is commonly called the "King's
Blood"." She has asked many people to get this relic without
success. Sends leaflet of their Fraternity founded by 'Saintly
Dr. Duggan' - if Kirby wishes to become a member, would
he let her know. 1p
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241

242

243

244

245

246

247

28 April 1891 Holograph letter from +F.J. MacCormack, Galway, to
Kirby: Writer encloses draft for £108.17.0 as Peter's Pence
from dioceses of Galway, Kilmacduagh and Kilfenora. Asks
Kirby to obtain Apostolic Benediction. 2pp

28 April 1891 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petition to be presented. 1p

28 April 1891 Holograph letter from P. Gaffney, Rome, to Kirby: Personal
letter asking Kirby for work which would enable the writer
to live, since he has been so long in hospital he has lost his
previous job. If Kirby is not able to give him work, would
he let him have food at the College and give him clothes.
Asks for prayers, etc. 4pp

28 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. A.F. Scully, Hospital, Co.
Limerick, to Kirby: Gratitude of writer and Rev. Mother
and Community for Kirby's letter and for Papal
Benediction. Mentions 'sad condition of affairs in Ireland’,
though there are grounds for hope. Writer intends to prepare
for the Christian Brothers, whom he is asking to take charge
of the boys' school, etc. 4pp

29 April 1891 Holograph letter from Elena Ambrozetti di S. Geltrude, [],
to Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for his charity of 20
lira, and giving community news, etc. 1p

29 April 1891 Holograph letter from Sister Mary J. Bernard Hackett,
Waterford, to Kirby: Explains reason for delay in writing, in
part the sudden illness and death of Mother Mary Peter
Kennedy, of which writer gives details, as also of her life.
Convent news. 4pp

29 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. J. M. O'Byrne, New Ross, to
Kirby: Writer asks for prize from Pope for his bazaar,
explaining his reluctance to do so until his Bishop asked
whether he had one. 2pp
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248

249

250

251

252

29 April 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. Cornelius F. Ryan, Brentwood,

Essex, to Kirby: An ex-student, writer gives personal news.
Parish in debt to the extent of £300 - roof of school having
fallen in the year before, causing necessity for rebuilding.
He would like prize from Pope for ‘grand drawing of prizes
towards the end of June'. 3pp

29 April 1891 Holograph letter from Ma. Ignazia Freschi, [], to Kirby:

Personal note of gratitude for 25 lira, etc. [Italian]. 1p

30 April 1891 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:

Writer thanks Kirby for offering to obtain papal blessing on
new paper, speaks of 'necessity of Catholic journals as an
antidote' to irreligious teaching of non-Catholic papers. In
census returns of 1881, Catholics of Ulster were given as a
little over half the total population and in Down and Connor
Catholics are only one fourth. Gives details of the 48
newspapers published in Ulster, and concludes. '‘But | have
stated these things that Your Grace may see how we are
situated and the great necessity there is for at least one
Catholic daily paper in Ulster". 4pp

30 April 1891 Holograph letter from Ma. Filomena Saccioni, Ascol.

Picero, to Kirby: Personal letter - gratitude for the 25 lira.
Mentions the sad state of their 'poor Rome' etc. [Italian]. 2pp

1 May 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. John Ryan, S.J., Sydney, to

Kirby: Personal letter giving news. Writer now Rector of St.
Ignatius's College. Gives details of situation, value,
students, etc.. Regarding his every increasing certainty
regarding his vocation in Society of Jesus. Mgr. Verdon
naturally is modelling the College at Manly on Irish
College, Rome. 8pp

2425



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
253

254

255

256

257

258

2 May 1891

2 May 1891

3 May 1891

6 May 1891

7 May 1891

8 May 1891

Holograph letter from +H. Archbishop of Nicosia, Rome, to
Kirby: Thanks Kirby for intentions just received, with 128-
50 lira. As it is impossible for writer to celebrate the whole,
50 being for celebration during May, he is asking Father
Whitmore to help. If Kirby wishes to know the days on
which each was said, writer will send him a note thereof,
but perhaps an assurance that all have been said is
sufficient. A postscript asks about Mrs. Bernard [see
KIR/1891/236] about whom he wrote to Kirby and who
'seemed a deserving person'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Carey, C.C., Scariff, to
Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties to bless rosaries,
etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Gertrude, Listowel, to Kirby:
Writer sends sympathy regarding 'great calamity of the 23rd
of April which befell Rome' - remarks 'Is it not a striking
miracle to have the windows in the Holy Father's room
untouched', etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor M. Colomba Cometti, Velletri,
to Kirby: Personal letter - mentions recent catastrophe in
Rome - happenings at Velletri, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Ada [Telfeney], Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding plants which "are quite ready and
have been so for some days' - writer thinks she understood
that Kirby would send for them. Hopes fine weather comes
back so that he can drive over and see them. 2pp

Holograph letter from Anne B. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
Personal letter. Mentions her sister, Mrs. Nimmo, who 'has
always enjoyed the inestimable privilege of having the
Blessed Sacrament in her chapel’ - writer would like the
same privilege, explaining how she is rarely able to go to
church, etc. 6pp
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260

261

262

263

264

8 May 1891

8 May 1891

8 May 1891

8 May 1891

8 May 1891

8 May 1891

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Joseph, London, to
Kirby: Writer is anxious to hear all about her brother, who
has turned up in London and will say no more than that he
will be ordained there. Writer wants to know why he left
Propaganda, and assures Kirby that she will make no use of
any information given, wishing only to satisfy her mind. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for sending her 'such a quantity of
Agnus Dei' as also for the picture of Our Lady, and for the
trouble Kirby took in trying to get the relic of St. Edward. 1p

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Thanks Kirby for trouble taken. Sorry to learn of explosion
of powder magazine. Encloses letter from New Ross asking
for prize for bazaar from Pope, asking Kirby to do what he
can for Fr. Byrne, who is a brother of the Bishop of
Bathurst, Australia. 2pp

Holograph letter from Virginia [], [], to Kirby: Regarding
carpets, etc. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Edmund Cabhill, Callow, to Kirby:
Writer reminds Kirby that ‘over three weeks ago' he sent
him a letter enclosed in another from Father Head, S.J.,
Rector of Mungret College, Limerick. It was explained to
Kirby that as writer wanted to enter the Society of Jesus as a
priest it was necessary to obtain a dispensation as he was
only 23. If he were not ordained previous to entering,
according to the rules of the Society, he would have to wait
five years. Asks Kirby's help, explaining why it is that his
Bishop cannot give the dispensation. [see KIR/1891/216].

3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Andrew Murphy, Limerick, to
Kirby: The bishop has asked writer to forward draft for fifty
pounds, amount of their collection for the anti-slavery
crusade. 2pp
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266

267

268

269

270

10 May 1891

11 May 1891

12 May 1891

12 May 1891

13 May 1891

13 May 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. P.V. Dwyer, West Maitland, to
Kirby: Enclosing applications for faculties for blessing
beads, etc. for 2 priests - faculties not now, as formerly,
within competence of Ordinary but Rome has to be
approached - asks Kirby's advice. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for painting of the Holy Family,
which he thinks very devotional. It is now in its place over
the Altar bought from nuns of St. Caterina di Siena. He
wishes to know what he owes Kirby for transport, etc. In
town of some 3,500 Catholics, about 900 women were at
Holy Communion at conclusion of their retreat the previous
week. This week they have the retreat for the men's branch
of the Confraternity of the Holy Family. Sends enclosure
for Mr. Newman. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter to her Director from the foundress of the
Little Company of Mary. 8pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Newcastle West, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges receipt of faculties. Everyone
grateful to God for Pope's escape in terrible explosion. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes, Kenmare, to Kirby:
Gratitude to Kirby for his kindness and the 'treasures’
contained in his letter. Convent news. 8pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Joseph Oliver,
Oranmore, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for pound sent for
aged and suffering poor, etc. Thanks him also for pictures
of the miraculous painting of our Lady. 3pp
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271

272

273

274

14 May 1891

15 May 1891

15 May 1891

16 May 1891

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Encloses application for dispensation. Prospects
brighter in Ireland. Regarding Parnell. News of Cathedral.
Encloses paper with letter from Archbishop of Cashel.
Picture of which Kirby wrote has not yet arrived. 2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [], to Kirby: Encloses
petition forwarding to proper quarter. 1p

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Queries regarding election of Superioress in Convent
of Mercy. Seeks advice as to whether 'each and every one of
the Religious in all our convents should have with her Rule-
Book a copy of the recent Decree "de Manifestatione
Conscientiae et de Confessarius” - and, if so, whether lay-
sisters and novices also should get it... There seems to be a
division of opinion among some of our Bishops whom |
have consulted.' In a paragraph marked 'Private' writer
remarks that the Primate thinks that each and every one of
the Sisters should have a copy, but that he himself and one
or more of the other bishops whom he has consulted thinks
that 'some of the weaker-minded might be disturbed by
having it to meditate upon'. Hopes Kirby will forgive him
for being 'so troublesome'. It is a question of the perfection
of the spouses of Our Blessed Lord, 'the chosen ones' of the
writer's flock. Reminds Kirby that he wrote asking what
was owing for transport of the painting. Sorry to hear that
Monsignor Jacobini is leaving Propaganda. Should he write
to him?. Message to nuns of San Bernardino on his feast
should Kirby visit them on that day. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary of the Nativity, London,
W., to Kirby: Mgr. Hassan arrived at Nazareth House the
previous night 'in a dying state'. It was feared he would die
that night, and Dr. Graham, being summoned, administered
the Last Sacraments. He is a little better now but there is no
hope of recovery and, indeed, no hope of the Monsignor
being able to continue his journey home. Mgr. Hassan asks
that Kirby be told and begs his prayers. 4pp
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275

276

277

278

16 May 1891

17 May 1891

17 May 1891

18 May 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. William O'Donnell, Waterford,
to Kirby: Writer has been asked by his Bishop to send
enclosed application to Kirby, asking him also to use his
influence to have it granted. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Cornelius F. Ryan, Brentwood,
Essex, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for prize for bazaar as
also for the Apostolic Benediction, which he values even
more. The Holy Father's Brentwood people will pray for
him, especially the children, of whom there are about 200,
for whose schools the bazaar is being held. Memories of
Irish College. Asks for renewal of faculties. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Introducing Mr. McHugh from Belfast, about to visit Rome.
Matters seem to be getting quieter in Ireland. Hopes College
did not suffer from the terrible explosion in Rome - 'ltis a
fearful thing to endanger life and property in such a reckless
way'. 4pp

Holograph letter from [unknown writer] to Kirby: Personal,
spiritual letter. [Italian]. 4pp
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280

281

18 May 1891

18 May 1891

18 May 1891

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Kirby's letter of 13th instant was first intimation writer had
of Dr. Hassan's departure for home. It appears that the
doctors were 'mistaken in his disease at first, and that it is
not consumption but Bright's Disease from which he is
suffering. This it seems is incurable ..." Kirby needs
someone to take Dr. Hassan's place. It is terrible that he
should have the whole burden of the College on him. News
regarding mission just begun by Dominican Fathers in both
churches of Derry. From the press there seem to be 'strong
signs of a revolution in Italy'. Glad that the Pope is none the
worse from the shock of the explosion in Rome. Writer
thinks there are two free places for Derry Diocese in
College and that both are now vacant. He would like to
know 'in proper time' at what date he is required to send 2
students to fill the vacancies. Has just learned that Mgr.
Persico has been appointed Prefect of Propaganda in place
of Cardinal Simeoni. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer asks for copy of Encyclical the Pope 'is now
publishing’, if Kirby has one to spare. Has already written a
few articles on Labour Question, which he has studied -
now intends to write an article on the Encyclical, etc. Father
Bourke is very well. Maurice Linehan is extremely poor,
told writer that Kirby was with O'Connell at the Clare
election - 'Is that so?'. Regarding Parnell, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Frances Hassan, Glen, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to return a letter she wrote to her brother,
not knowing he had left Rome. Has now had letter and
telegram from London, and it appears his case 'is almost
hopeless'. News is sad as writer had no idea he was so bad.

1p
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283

284

285

18 May 1891

19 May 1891

19 May 1891

19 May 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Fitzpatrick, Clonliffe, to
Kirby: Writer has 'considered very much' the subject of
Kirby's letter, but feels that his reply cannot be 'in
accordance’ with Kirby's views. Some 11 years back the late
Cardinal MacCabe made a similar proposal to the writer,
and Dr. Cronin advised him not to try the Roman climate
again. When the Archbishop returns writer will speak to
him on the matter, and will then be able to give a definite
reply. In the meanwhile, however, he does not expect Kirby
to wait even a day for his answer. From Kirby's letter he
presumes Cardinal Simeoni's wishes are not to be taken as a
command, so that writer is at liberty to refuse offer even if
there were no strong reasons for so doing. He is known to
the bishops, it is true, but it does not follow that he would
have their confidence 'in an emergency which however,
please God, is far distant'. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. B. Horgan, P.P. Kilworth,
Cork, to Kirby: Writer is leaving with a party of nuns for
Western Australia, having got 'a very efficient and
promising body of religious, in all 10, to join the
undertaking'. He will report to Kirby on his return, but
writes now to ask earnest prayers for himself and the nuns.
He is forwarding copy of one of the Reviews in which
appears an article about the Pope, mentioning Kirby. 2pp

Holograph letter from +C.A. Reynolds, Adelaide, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to obtain permission from Propaganda for
P. Davis, a student, to go there. He would like a wire
saying 'granted’. Father Charles Church died on Ascension
Day. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Logue, Derry, to Kirby: Having
sent a letter containing cheque to Dr. Hassan, writer would
now like it returned, as he has learned that Dr. Hassan is
'lying in a dying state in London'. A telegram from the
Superioress tells him there is no hope. Kirby will, he is sure,
be very much grieved, as Dr. Hassan loved him 'very
dearly'. 3pp
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287

288

289

290

291

19 May 1891

20 May 1891

20 May 1891

21 May 1891

21 May 1891

22 May 1891

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer encloses letter received that day from London telling
him that there is no hope for Dr. Hassan - prays God he may
be able to continue his journey and die at home. ‘It would be
sad where he to die in London'. 1p

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: One of the writer's priests, Fr. J. Keleher, 'a most
excellent young man' is lying ill in hospital at Genoa, on his
way from the south of France where he had gone for the
sake of his health. As he has no one near him whom he
knows, would Kirby permit his nephew, a student in the
College, to visit him as soon as possible. 2pp

Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Extolling
excellency of a villa of 30 rooms, with a stable, water on
every floor, every convenience, large garden, between
Albano and Ariccia, near Chigi Park, salubrious air, etc - for
sale or to let. Gives address where inquiries should be

made. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Annie O'Callaghan, '60 Blessington
Street', to Kirby: Purely personal letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Benedict Joseph [Hassan],
London, W., to Kirby: Gives news of the death of her
brother, Dr. Hassan, with details. His body is being taken to
Ireland. Writer asks for anything of his at the College to be
sent to her in London. Begs prayers not only for Dr. Hassan,
but also for his family. 4pp

Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: The feast of
Corpus Christi is the feast of their church. They wish to
celebrate it with all solemnity in reparation for the dreadful
happenings. They ask Kirby, who is always so well
disposed towards them to come, with students, on June 2,
and to give Benediction - details. [French]. 2pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
292

293

294

295

22 May 1891

22 May 1891

22 May 1891

22 May 1891

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Patrick Boyle, Paris, to
Kirby: Writer regrets death of Dr. Hassan, an old friend
from 'the same neighbourhood and diocese’, and will not
forget him at the Altar. Asks Kirby about petition sent to
Dr. Hassan before he left Rome to be presented to
Propaganda. Petition sought a privilege relative to their
Irish College, Paris ordinations, which will probably take
place in June, the students going on retreat on 8 June. 3pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for gift for Mr. Byrne. Sorry to read of
death of Dr. Hassan. 'It is sad to think that a fine young man
should be cut off in the flower of his youth'. Slowly but
surely Parnell is being driven to the wall. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, London, W.C., to
Kirby: Writer gives further details of Dr. Hassan's death.
His brother arrived too late to see him. The body has now
been taken to Ireland to be buried with his uncle. Writer
encloses papers found in Dr. Hassan's bag which Kirby may
require. He hopes to be back in Rome by the end of the
following week, when he will call on Kirby, as he has ‘one
or two messages to give'. 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Michael O'Riordan,
Limerick, to Kirby: Sympathy over death of Dr. Hassan.
Writer said Mass for him. Mr. Carroll has arrived although
he personally has not seen him. Hopes rest of students are
strong. Writer's duties include teaching Greek, Latin and
English to the higher class, the Ecclesiastics. He has a few
very promising boys, and will speak to them after the
examination about going to Rome. No difficulty with the
Bishop, but the boys themselves often do not want to go as
far as Rome, not realizing the advantages. He has given a
photograph of Kirby to Father Bourke and to Maurice
Lenihan, both of whom were delighted. 4pp
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296

297

298

299

22 May 1891

23 May 1891

23 May 1891

23 May 1891

Holograph letter from W.T. Stead, London, to Kirby: Writer
sends 2 copies of 'The Review of Reviews' of which he is
Editor, one for Kirby and one for his Vice-Rector. He
proposes to re-publish his 'Letters from the Vatican’,
together with Pope's Encyclical, in a shilling illustrated
volume, which he trusts 'will meet a great demand'.
Prospects of victory at coming election 'seem much better
than anyone ventured to anticipate a short time since'. 2pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Thanks to Kirby's kindness, Mr. Carroll has come home and
already shows the effects of his native air. Regarding
division of pensions until end of the year. Still in some
political disorganization - if they learn 'the obvious lesson’
all will be well for them and for their country. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Edward McGennis, Cavan, to
Kirby: In the circumstances, Fr. Brady may remain until
Kirby 'can dispense with his services'. Writer hopes Kirby
will soon be able to get a successor to his late Vice-Rector.
Greatly in want of priests, but thinks it 'a duty’ to leave Fr.
Brady to help Kirby. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Glynn, O.S.A.,
Genazzano, to Kirby: Writer regrets that he cannot be
present at the solemn Requiem Mass for Dr. Hassan on the
morrow in person, but promises that while Mass is being
said at Sant' Agatha, he, with Father Assistant General and
Father Kenna, O.S.A., will pray at the Shrine of the Virgin
Mother of Good Counsel for him. They have all great
sympathy for Kirby in great loss sustained 'by the death of
such a devoted and truly good Priest'. 3pp
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300

301

302

303

23 May 1891

24 May 1891

25 May 1891

26 May 1891

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Athlone, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and enclosed gift of
twenty pounds. The death of 'our excellent young friend,
Dr. Hassan' came much sooner than he had thought, but he
trusts he was well prepared, 'and it was a great happiness for
him to die in a holy house like the Nazareth Convent' in
London. Local news. Anxiously awaits Kirby's reply to
letter regarding election in Longford convent, and regarding
distribution of recent decree etc. Sorry they are losing Mgr.
Jacobini from Propaganda - would it be right for him to
write to the Monsignor to that effect? Who is to be his
successor? Report says that it is to be Monsignor Persico -
despite 'sinister reports regarding him' writer believes him
to be 'a true friend of Ireland and would make an excellent
Segretario’. We much pray to God to direct His Holiness.

4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Benedict Joseph Hassan, London,
to Kirby: Personal letter of gratitude for Kirby's letter
regarding death of her brother, and a few further details
concerning it. 4pp

Holograph letter from M.M. d.Victoires, [], to Kirby:
Personal note of thanks and asking blessings on him.
[French]. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Magdalen Kennedy, Hull,
to Kirby: '‘Overwhelmed with astonishment and gratitude’ at
Kirby's kindness in sending as a gift the painting and
engravings of Our Lady of Mercy. Kirby asked number of
community so that he could send small engraving to each,
and there are 60. News of branch houses, etc. 4pp
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304

305

306

307

308

26 May 1891

27 May 1891

28 May 1891

28 May 1891

28 May 1891

Holograph letter from Circolo della Immacolata della
Gioventu di Roma, Rome, to Kirby: Regarding a
contribution towards the celebration of 3rd century since the
death of St. Luigi Gonzaga, writer apologizes for sending
again to the Irish College, which had already given most
generously. The error arose because the list of contributors
was not to hand when application were sent out. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. D. Kepple, Mallow, to Kirby:
Writer has been at home from the English mission for 3
months. There are two before him to get appointments in
the Diocese of Cloyne - as he was ordained for this Diocese,
he would like a letter from Kirby for his Bishop. During the
6 years he was in Southwark, he gave the Bishop 'every
satisfaction'. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. R. Whitty, S.J., Fiesole, to
Kirby: Writer is sending 2 copies 'of a small pamphlet
printed for private circulation on the "Behaviour of Priests
towards Women" - a delicate and difficult subject'. It was
printed with the advice of prudent men, not only of the
Society of Jesus, etc. Sorry to see death of Dr. Hassan in
press, writer did not know him but, when Provincial, he
received his brother into the Society. 2pp

Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, Liverpool, to Kirby:
Personal letter, thanking Kirby for his sympathy on the
death of writer's brother, and giving news of her own plans,
etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Louisa Cassell, London, to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks for pictures, etc., telling Kirby how
they would like writer's brother Harry to stay with them
longer, but he is anxious to get back to Kirby: 1pp
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309

310

311

312

313

28 May 1891

29 May 1891

29 May 1891

29 May 1891

29 May 1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Stanislaus O'Neill, Rochford
Bridge, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for pictures, not yet
received from Baggot Street but expected daily. Asks for
relic of Pope Pius IX, if possible. They once had portion of
one of his garments which they gave to a girl of 20 who had
fits from infancy. That was 10 years ago and she had not, as
far as they knew, ever had another. 3pp

Holograph letter from Ada [Telferner], Viareggio, to Kirby:
Thanks for letter and copy of the 'Lesson’. Personal news,
etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from A.M. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
Regarding book writer is sending Kirby entitled 'Life of
Mary' her publishers have told her it must have episcopal
approbation, and therefore she writes to Kirby: She is 'afraid
of asking for the benediction of the Holy Father' on her poor
effort 'to spread among little children the knowledge and
love' of Our Blessed Lady. 4pp

Holograph letter from [], Middletown, to Kirby: Personal
letter - sympathy on great loss sustained by Kirby and by
the College by death of Dr. Hassan. Writer was his school
companion for several years at the Irish College. [Last page
missing]. 4pp

Holograph letter from Maggie Logue, Londonderry, to
Kirby: Personal letter regarding death of Dr. Hassan and
enclosing two pounds for Masses on his behalf. 4pp
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314

315

316

317

318

29 May 1891

29 May 1891

30 May 1891

30 May 1891

30 May 1891

Holograph letter from Sister Benedict Joseph Hassan,
London, W., to Kirby: Personal letter. Thanks Kirby for
trouble he has taken and tells him how her brother, Dr.
Hassan, laid his telegram open on the table beside him as he
lay dying, looking at it. It is not possible, after all, for Dr.
Hassan to lie beside his Uncle who was the Vicar General,
as permission has been refused for the opening of the grave.
Writer says it is a terrible blow' for which she cannot
account, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow, to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for dispensation. Regrets death of Dr. Hassan,
for whom he will pray. Some apparently good Catholics are
‘contaminated with Parnellism' etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Marcell Eduardo, Rome, to Kirby:
Asking for help. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Francis Hassan, Maghera, to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks, etc. regarding dead brother, etc.

3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Burlington,
U.S.A., to Kirby: Regarding refusal of American bishop to
have Irish priests in his diocese, as he 'did not feel justified'
in doing so, as he had more applications than he needed for
his own diocese. Writer has therefore started 'The
Association of St. Patrick, Apostle of Ireland’, which has for
its object the assisting of deserving young men to become
priests on the American mission, as he thinks it is only fair
in view of the steady stream of Irish immigrants. Writer
names a few illustrious Irish bishops in America, and asks
Kirby to obtain blessing of Pope for new Association. 4pp
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319

320

321

322

30 May 1891

30 May 1891

31 May 1891

31 May 1891

Holograph letter from Mary of the Nativity, London W., to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for relic of St. Teresa sent
through Dr. Hassan. Speaks highly of Count Cassell ‘who
has proved himself such a good and faithful friend' and who
will presumably by now have given Kirby all the details of
Dr. Hassan's death. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Regarding Dr. Hassan's death etc., writer 'drove to his
funeral a distance of twenty-five Irish miles' and delivered
Kirby's letter to Mr. Hassan in person. Parnell business still
distracting Ireland. Until they have a general election ‘it will
be impossible to put down this misguided man'. However,
writer thinks the people are beginning to realize the true
position more clearly, and 'the feeling in favour of the
bishops is becoming stronger. Dr. Walsh has not been idle
since his return’. Sympathy on loss of Dr. Hassan. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. B. Horgan, Naples, to Kirby: On
board the R.M.S. Orient, writer gives news of journey, so
far, of self and Sisters. Also asks Kirby to obtain an
Audience for some London friends of his, the McKennas,
who have left the ship at Naples and are making an Italian
tour. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Sympathy over death of Dr. Hassan. Could not attend
funeral as he was holding a Confirmation at the time.
During his Visitation writer heard - and repeats it in
confidence - that the sister of Mr. Donnelly, the only
Armagh student at the College, has had an illegitimate
child. It is not possible to conceal the fact, since so many
know of it, and writer feels that it will be impossible for Mr.
Donnelly ever to go on the mission in Armagh Archdiocese.
'Of course it would not interfere with his going on a foreign
mission'. Writer asks Kirby to advise and direct the young
man, who probably knows nothing about it as yet. 4pp
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323

324

325

326

327

328

329

[...] May 91"

1 June 1891

2 June 1891

2 June 1891

3 June 1891

5 June 1891

5 June 1891

Notice signed by 'Sister Mary, Sup. Gen.', [Foundress], to
Kirby: This is a notice ‘absolutely' forbidding Sisters
'speaking of what transpires in the confessional or bringing
up to one another their confessor's name, etc. It is to be
written up in every Convent of the Little Company of Mary.

1p

Holograph letter from +F.J. MacCormack, Galway, to
Kirby: Asks for renewal of faculty of giving the Papal
Benediction on occasion of parochial Visitation. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. William O'Donnell, Waterford,
to Kirby: The Bishop, Dr. Egan, wishes writer to thank
Kirby for trouble taken over dispensation, application for
which is now enclosed according to Kirby's instructions. 1p

Holograph letter from Suor M. Elena Bettini, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter, asking Kirby to call, etc. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Loughinisland, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for getting papal approval and
blessing for their new project. 1p

Holograph letter from Fr. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
Explains delay in replying to Kirby's letter. He has found 14
$1000 bonds belonging to Irish College and one of $500, all
redeemable after 1 September 1891. Will ask advice as to
sending them, but thinks there would be ‘comparatively
little risk’. Now sends cheque for fifty pounds and 3 pence,
interest on Government Stock due in April. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Jos. Maguire, Derry, to Kirby:
Having been asked to 'say a few words on the occasion of
the Month's Mind' of Dr. Hassan, writer would be glad of a
few details as to dates of appointment etc. Gives
information regarding funeral. Is himself an old companion
of the Doctor's at Irish College. 4pp
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330

331

332

333

334

6 June 1891

7 June 1891

7 June 1891

7 June 1891

7 June 1891

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Writer
acknowledges letter from Kirby which awaited his return
from Visitation. Thanks him for trouble taken in his ‘two
cases' and for sending him Propaganda's judgement on
same. Is very pleased that in the case of Fr. Carlos,
episcopal authority has been maintained, but in that of the
coadjutorship he is writing to the Cardinal Prefect, to
‘entreat’ him to procure, if possible, the withdrawal of a
decision so distressing to the writer and to the diocese,
‘either by deferring indefinitely the appointment or by
selecting the dignior without a new election’. Gives reasons
why he could not co-operate in a new election and would,
indeed, protest against it. Asks Kirby to retain cheque for
charitable purposes'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. FitzPatrick, Clonliffe, to
Kirby: After prayer, private consulting with 'a few good and
prudent ecclesiastics' etc., writer decides against accepting
Kirby's offer of the Vice-Rectorship of the Irish College,
Rome. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Francesca di S. Chiara, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter - gratitude for his gift of 25 lira, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
A long letter mainly regarding their chaplain who is, writer
alleges, indifferent to our Blessed Lady and has openly
stated that 'he does not like the devotion' to her as Spouse of
the Holy Ghost, etc. 7pp

Holograph letter from Leopoldina di Robiano, Rome, to
Kirby: Letter of gratitude to Kirby for having gone to their
church of Society of Perpetual Adoration to give solemn
Benediction at the close of their novena of expiation. The
people in 'this new quarter' of Via Nomentana were greatly
edified, etc. [Italian]. 2pp
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335

336

337

338

8 June 1891

8 June 1891

8 June 1891

8 January
[June] 1891

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Teresa, Westport, to
Kirby: Writer asks papal blessing for Golden Jubilee of
Mother Mary Paul Cullen on 17th June. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the Encyclical which will,
he thinks, 'impress the world more than any other
Encyclical that the Holy Father has written' - gave several
sentences from it to his class 'as an exercise for translation
at sight'. By the same post he sends Kirby an article by
himself on the late Dr. Windhorst, in which he has "briefly
drawn a parallel between himself and O'Connell at the
end...."4pp

Holograph letter from Ellie O'Callaghan, Fermoy, to Kirby:
Personal letter asking for help, she hopes for 'the last time',
to assist them in getting a little shop as there is no shop
where they lives and writer thinks one would do well. She
asks help as her father told them they would always have a
friend in Kirby as long as he lived. 4pp

Holograph letter from A..M. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
The publishers wish the writer to tell Kirby that it was only
a rough copy of the 'Life of Mary' that was sent him - the
finished product will be a great improvement on it. 2pp
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339

340

341

342

343

8 June 1891

9 June 1891

9 June 1891

10 June 1891

10 June 1891

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Since
writing to Kirby regarding coadjutorship, writer has made
careful inquiries into the insanity of Canon McL's father
and finds that the priest himself, before being ordained, also
made inquiries and found that his father's insanity was the
result of an accident in his youth when a heavy article fell
on his head, 'causing a depression in his skull and a
consequent pressure on his brain'. He was for some years in
an asylum, but for 15 years before his death he not only
lived at home but conducted the 'shop business in which he
was engaged'. There is no record whatever of any other
member of the family having suffered from any mental
disease. The Bishop has not told Propaganda all this, but
asks Kirby to do so, as he is most anxious to prevent a
second election, 'for several very grave reasons'. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. G.H. Murphy, Dublin, to Kirby:
Expresses gratitude for picture sent him by Kirby. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks for picture sent him by Kirby. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny, to
Kirby: Acknowledging letter, dispensation and Encyclical,
the last named being in writer's opinion, ‘the finest papal
document' he has ever read. Has just heard of death of
Bishop of Waterford, 'an accomplished saint and scholar... '
Condolences on Dr. Hassan's death, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer encloses applications. Thinks he will take
advantage of conferences of deaneries the coming week to
explain to his priests the Pope's ‘grand Encyclical'. Has just
heard of death of Bishop Egan of Waterford. 1p
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344

345

346

347

348

349

11 June 1891

11 June 1891

11 June 1891

12 June 1891

12 June 1891

12 June 1891

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter, which did not surprise
him. Although vigorous and bright for his age, it is time
Kirby got 'a well-earned rest'. He will put Kirby's proposal
before other archbishops when they meet at Maynooth in a
few days time, and he is 'sure they will do every thing
possible' to carry out Kirby's wishes. Praising Dr. Egan,
who died of apoplexy on his return from a Visitation.
Things are quieter now in Ireland. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Dr.
Hassan. By the same mail writer is sending a letter to the
Rector of Mount Melleray, asking him to have his students
'who are studying Logic this year, with him, sent on, three
to the Collegio Brignole Sale under the Vincentians at
Genoa, and two to you. And to have both sets at their
destination before the middle of October'. Local news.
Great pleasure at vestments selected by Dr. Hassan, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Society of Perpetual Adoration,
Rome, to Kirby: Written in the third person, this note
informs Kirby that Cardinal Parocchi, Vicar General of His
Holiness, will preside at the annual reunion of the poor
churches on Monday, 15th instant, and invites him to be
present. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Inchicore, to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from ‘Mary', Dublin, to Kirby: Personal
letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Augustine, Dublin, to
Kirby: Personal letter, giving news of Kirby's two nieces,
Mary Josephine and Lillie, and asking advice regarding the
saying of the rosary in public. 4pp
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350

351

352

353

12 June 1891

13 June 1891

14 June 1891

15 June 1891

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and Pope's blessing.
Encloses petition, in Latin translated by the Bishop, and
explains reason for it. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Burlington, N.J., to
Kirby: As soon as the Association of St. Patrick, Apostle of
Ireland, has sufficient funds, writer intends to found some
burses in the Irish College for those young Irish priests who
will work in America. Has just written to Propaganda
regarding this project. 1p

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Kirby's decision to retire ‘'must bring great regret' to all.
Writer has never known another Rector of the Irish College,
etc. He knows that the bishops will wish ever to anticipate
Kirby's wishes. Has written to Dr. Croke saying he thinks
this is the time to stir up the bishops to take more interest in
the College until 'in some way or other, every bishop in
Ireland has some student or students in it, at all events in
turn'. Dr. Croke is in complete agreement. Writer also sent a
letter, confidentially, to Mgr. Jacobini and suggested that
the Pope might be got to write a letter recommending the
College to the special care of the Irish hierarchy. Thought it
better the suggestion should not come from Kirby, but now
perhaps he could see Pope about it. Writer's idea is to get a
committee appointed, the 4 archbishops and 4 suffragans, to
consider the whole question, '... for an obvious reason'
writer prefers not to put forward any view of his regarding
new Rector until bishops have met. 4pp

Holograph letter from W. Fortune, All Hallows, Dublin to
Kirby: Thanking Kirby for Latin copy of Encyclical Letter.

2pp
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354

355

356

357

15 June 1891

15 June 1891

15 June 1891

15 June 1891

Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Countess Murphy asks the writer to request Kirby to get an
extension of privileges permitted her for the Altar erected in
her public oratory - gives reasons for asking - atmosphere
now much better in Ireland, and in Cork they have 'reason
to hope that the danger is over'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. C.J. O'Connor, S.M., Rome, to
Kirby: In a letter marked 'Private’ writer notes that, as Kirby
suggested, he called on Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, to
find such a call very necessary, as 'the Sister cannot leave
without permission from them and must make formal
application to Propaganda with reasons, etc.' He has also
learned that the Sister has been 'to-day very ill', but Kirby
will see for himself when he goes this afternoon. 1p

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
In a letter marked 'Private’ writer explains how it is that
Irish bishops have little interest in the Irish College, Rome,
contrasting it with Maynooth and the Paris College, both of
which send each year a special report of each individual
student to his bishop. They send as well a detailed account
of state of College funds, number of students, their health,
their progress in study, their observance of discipline, etc.
Writer thinks it is 'impossible to expect the bishops
generally will take any interest in any College unless they
are kept in constant contact with it more or less in this way".
He encloses a list of questions, the answers to which would
be a great help to those who are anxious to obtain support of
all the bishops. As regards Canon FitzPatrick, writer is
unwilling to give him formal direction to go to the Irish
College, but should the other archbishops agree that he is
the 'best available person for the position' then he would
feel himself bound to meet their wishes. 5pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. Lanigan, Monte Cassino, to
Kirby: Resting on the mountain after voyage from
Australia. In a few days the writer, with his companion, Dr.
Sheridan of Sydney, will be going to Rome, staying at Hotel
Minerva and hopes to call on Kirby the next day. 2pp
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358

359

360

361

16 June 1891

16 June 1891

16 June 1891

18 June 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. William O'Donnell, Waterford,
to Kirby: Thanks for dispensation. Gives details of death of
Bishop of Waterford very suddenly - he was an immense
man, and weighed about 24 stone. They hope that 'this time'
the Pope will appoint one of their own men. Mgr. Byrne is
the V.C. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. William Sheehy, Waterford, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for Encyclical. Gives details of
Bishop's death as writer was with him 'from the moment he
seriously complained till his death’. Asks if it ‘would be
advisable' to send enclosed petition to Cardinal Prefect of
the Sacred Congregation - writer will be guided by Kirby. If
students have to wait appointment of new bishop it will be
very inconvenient, and Dr. Doyle of Grafton has promised
to confer Orders for the Diocese on 28 and 29 instant, if
faculties have been procured. As time is short, perhaps
circumstances would justify a reply by telegraph. 6pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Regrets Kirby's resignation as Rector. The Encyclical 'is
certainly a most perfect work'. "This unfortunate Parnell
craze or madness has done and is doing a world of
mischief'. Glad the Elphin case terminated so well for
religion. Writer has a 'hopeful pair who went to Rome, one,
Rev. D. McLaughlin, a madman. He asks £200 annual
pension, more than a retiring Bishop would get'. But writer
does 'not mind him'. The other is a Fr. P. Coyne, whose
parish was transferred by a Decree of Propaganda to
Galway, and Fr. Coyne wants to remain in Tuam. This man
is denying that Dr. McCormack will leave him his parish
and give him faculties, etc. 'It is hard to have Rome ever
just deceived by such liars'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ferretti Angelo, Bevagna, to Kirby:
Regarding sixteen Masses celebrated. [Italian]. 1p
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362

363

364

365

366

367

18 June 1891

18 June 1891

19 June 1891

19 June 1891

19 June 1891

19 June 1891

Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for photograph, but asks for ‘'one more
favour', i.e. his signature on it. 1p

Holograph letter from D. Danaher, Armidale, New South
Wales, to Kirby: A long, but interesting, letter giving
personal news of voyage to New South Wales, and a
description of writer's impressions on arrival. Although a
layman he is, apparently, an ex-pupil of Kirby's. 12pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. James Kelly, P.P.,
Multyfarnham, to Kirby: Writer encloses petition with
Bishop's signature, which he apologizes for not having
obtained before. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Denis Pettit, Dublin, to Kirby:
Messrs McCann and Nash have informed the writer that the
U.S. Government intends to pay off bonds in September at
par, as money can now be borrowed at a much lower rate of
interest. They will take charge of the bonds and get the
money for them, if authorized to hand them over.
Ordinations going on at Maynooth now - next week
consecration of new church at Maynooth. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Patrick Boyle, C.M., Paris, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for telegram and letter etc. Dr.
Lyster 'gave Orders and presided at the distribution of
Premiums' at Irish College, Paris. 3pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for faculty 'to put right the altar stones
in which the relics have become displaced'. 3pp
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368 20 June 1891 Holograph letter from Philip J. Walsh, Waterford, to Kirby:
Regarding parcel for Bishop Egan of Waterford who had
died when writer reached Ireland from Rome - would Kirby
like to sell the paintings? If so, writer would buy one and
could sell the other to someone else. Mentions very heavy
tax imposed on such things 'by the infamous Italian
government'. 2pp

369 20 June 1891 Holograph letter from 'Fannie’, Caldwell, N.J., to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

370 20 June 1891 Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Londonderry, to

Kirby: Writer applies for a dispensation. Asks whether Mgr.
Persico is now Prefect of Propaganda in place of Cardinal
Simeoni. 'What a world of trouble it would save us if the
Holy See would grant to the Bishops' of Ireland the same
powers as are granted to American bishops. Thanks Kirby
for copy of Encyclical, which he praises highly. News of
‘grand ceremonial’ to take place at Maynooth. News of local
College which, since the reorganization of it and the new
staff engaged has acquired 56 additional pupils, and it is
hoped there will be more after the holidays. Political scene
in Ireland 'as troubled as ever'. Parnell fighting hard and has
large number of followers - writer hopes that the general
election 'will sweep him and his party away'. A postscript
asks for name and address of Superior of Franciscans, as
writer has some money for the shrines in the Holy Land. 4pp
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371

372

373

21 June 1891

21 June 1891

22 June 1891

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer sends 'enclosed with the corrections
suggested by the Holy Father'. During Visitation found
parishes in excellent state as regards practice of religion and
morality except for one parish. There, the people finding
‘emergency men or persons in charge of a farm from which
the tenant was unjustly evicted' in church, immediately left
the building and went to another church for Mass. Writer
strongly denounced this conduct in his address to the
people - pointed out that it was an insult to Almighty God to
do what they did, and threatened to close the church should
this conduct be repeated, directing the 'sacristan who
refused to answer Mass to be dismissed, which has been
done'. There was no repetition the following Sunday
although several people went to the other church of the
parish. Writer has told the P.P. to have a mission in the
parish as soon as possible "as the best means of bringing
those misguided people to a proper sense of their duty’.
Thanks Kirby for copy of ‘grand Encyclical'. Is having 100
copies of authorized translation distributed to his priests and
read in the churches. Is saying Mass for Mgr. Hassan, of
whose death he read 'with regret'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Philomena McCartan,
Hull, to Kirby: Mother Assistant of the Convent of Our
Lady of Mercy, Anlaby Road, writes to ask permission for
the Sisters to re-elect their Mother Superior, Sister M.
Magdalen Kennedy, who has been Superior for 24 years.
The Bishop says that permission must be obtained this time
before the election. Writer takes advantage of Reverend
Mother's absence, as otherwise she would not permit this
application to be made. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary of the Nativity, Nazareth
House, London to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter, as
also for picture and vestment. Has received 'letter from Fr.
Hassell from Jamaica. He seems terribly cut up at the death
of his good Brother Mgr. Hassan'. 4pp
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374

375

376

377

378

22 June 1891

22 June 1891

23 June 1891

23 June 1891

23 June 1891

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer is most grateful to Kirby for his help and advice, and
particularly for his kindness in going to see the Bishop of
Salford regarding Sclerder - has written to him as
suggested. Would have written sooner but has been fully
occupied nursing young priest sent them by the Bishop of
Salford. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Maynooth, to
Kirby: Unable to 'make any adequate and satisfactory
arrangement' for Kirby at the moment. The bishops will
need a little time. As a temporary relief, however, it has
been agreed to ask 'Fr. Kelly, a member of the Missionary
Congregation in Wexford to go to Rome and assist' Kirby
for two or three months. Fr. Kelly is an old student of the
College 'and a most edifying priest’. He could not accept a
permanent appointment as he is a member of a religious
community. Writer goes on to mention difficulty in getting
a good statue of late Primate. Has sent photographs to an
artist in Carrara, Prof. Pietro Lazzerini, but when he saw a
photograph of the clay model of the proposed statue writer
found that it bore little resemblance to the Primate. He
suggests that Mr. Hogan ‘who knew the late primate
personally' went to see the artist, taking with him some
good photographs it might help. Encloses cheque for Mr.
Hogan's expenses. Gives other ideas, etc. 6pp

Holograph letter from Louisa Cassell, '7 Fitzroy Street, W.'
[London, probably], to Kirby: Personal letter of thanks for
picture, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Natale Barbagli, Monte Citorio, to
Kirby: Regarding a circular which the writer has prepared, a
copy of which he sends to Kirby - would be glad of the
names etc. of the students. Regarding also a request from a
Sydney missionary. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from [], Siena, to Kirby: Personal letter.
4pp
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379

380

381

23 June 1891

25 June 1891

26 June 1891

Holograph letter from Mary Agnes Kirwan, Dublin, to
Kirby: Writer hoped never to trouble Kirby again, as he did
not reply to her last letter, but is 'reluctantly compelled to do
so this once to ask your good prayers if you can do nothing
more for me'. Explains troubles - ill health - pension of only
21.18.0. per annum. Asks Kirby if he could spare "a little
gift' to help her at the present moment. Letter marked
'Private’. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Maynooth, to
Kirby: Writer thinks an arrangement has been made that
will meet Kirby's personal wishes in every way. More time
is needed to deal 'with so important a question’ as Kirby
himself. It was difficult to find 'some good priest' to go
temporarily to Rome, until the Bishop of Ossory suggested
Fr. Kelly of Enniscorthy. The latter attended the bishops'
meeting and put himself in their hands, and 'goes with
gladness' to help Kirby. Meanwhile writer had a committee
appointed to consider best means of making the Irish
College 'a really national institution’, as he has always
desired to see it. The Committee consists of 3 bishops who
were students at the College, namely Cashel, Dromore and
Donnelly of Canea, together with the writer himself.
Mentioned his suggestions "about the Louvain Bourses. It
was received by all the bishops with acclamation’. Hopes
Kirby will tell the Pope all this as soon as possible. Also
wishes Pope to know that writer has devised a form of
protest 'against Parnell which "one" of the three recalcitrant
"cordially" accepts, and says that he takes if for granted that
the other two who were "absent™ for our meeting "cannot
refuse to sign™". It is to be sent to them on the morrow, and
the writer hopes they will 'have a demonstration of
"absolute' unity" . 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petition - expresses regret over Kirby's
resignation - 'It will be our duty to make provision for your
future at our October meeting'. Mentions the advent of Fr.
Kelly to help for the time being. 3pp
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382

383

384

385

386

387

[...] June
1891

27 June 1891

27 June 1891

28 June 1891

29 June 1891

29 June 1891

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes, Kenmare, to Kirby:
Personal letter telling of her grief at the death of Reverend
Mother Abbess Mary Teresa Lowry, who died on the 26th
June in the 58th year of her age, and the 39th of her
Religious Profession. Letter is written on the printed form
requesting prayers for the deceased. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J.C. O'Riley, Cape Town, to
‘The Most Rev. Dr. Leonard, Bishop and Vicar Apostolic:
Asks Bishop's advice and help. Dr. Kirby gave him two
pictures, one for the Nazareth Sisters, Cape Town, and the
other 'for the Sisters of Mercy, reputed so at the time, at
Graham's Town'. Writer explains how he has discovered
that the latter nuns are not officially recognized as
belonging to the Order of Mercy, nor are they affiliated to
the Order ... As the picture from Kirby is 'specially
indulgenced' for the Mercy Order, the Reverend Mother did
not like to accept it, in the circumstances, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Writer wishes to
give Kirby 'a few additional facts' regarding himself and
Benedictine Order, etc. Has been 44 years in Australia.
[Second page missing]. 1p

Holograph letter from A. Faticoni, Propaganda, to Kirby:
Regarding faculties for the Vicar Capitular of Waterford, a
dispensation for the marriage of 'Moran e Gorman' of
Meath, and an application from the Bishop of Dunedin. 1p

Holograph letter from Patrick Joseph Smith, [], to Kirby:
Regarding 'St. Peter's National Society of Health' which
writer desires to found. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Byrne, Lismore, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for faculties. "Very unexpected death’
of the Bishop has caused 'great dismay' etc. On feast of the
Visitation, Dr. Croke holds a meeting of P.P.s of the diocese
to choose three names to be submitted to the Pope. 3pp
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388

389

390

391

30 June 1891

30 June 1891

30 June 1891

"Whit Sunday
1891

Holograph letter from B. M'[], '‘Bologne’, to Kirby: Personal
letter. [French]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Burlington, N.J., to
Kirby: Writer tells of blessing of Almighty God on his
Association of St. Patrick, in that the Rev. J. McGuckin,
Superior of the University of Ottawa, will take 100 Irish
students who have completed their Classical Course, ‘and
will educate them free through Philosophy and Theology,
and have them ordained priests of his Order - the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate'. Encloses printed leaflet regarding the
Association. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. W. Kelly, Dublin, to Kirby:
Short letter informing Kirby that the writer is about to start
‘within an hour'. He will wire from Florence or Arezzo, he
hopes 'before Saturday'. It pleases him 'to be again an
alumnus with his old Rector and Father'. 1p

Holograph letter from +Edward, Bishop of Birmingham,
Oscott, Birmingham, to Kirby: Writer reminds Kirby that
the Sisters of Mercy will be keeping the Golden Jubilee of
their foundation in July or August, and that he said he
would obtain the recognition of the Pope, etc. Regarding
also a picture of Our Lady of Mercy, asking Kirby to use his
influence, as 'Artists are dilatory'. Speaks highly of work
done by the Community. Mr. Lawson Tail speaks of the
kindness shown him by Kirby, etc. 4pp
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392

393

394

1 July 1891

1 July 1891

1 July 1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding Fr. Kelly, whose assistance 'will be a source of
great consolation' to Kirby, and a great help in the
management of the College. Irish Episcopal Declaration
goes to press this evening to be published on the morrow,
and 'will give great help to the Bishop and Coadjutor
Bishop of Kildare, who have on hands a severe election
contest in Carlow. There seems to be only one priest there
on the wrong side’. The dissentient minority among the
bishops is now reduced to one, fortunately. ‘It is not
necessary to name the exception'. There is a chance he may
change his mind. 'But he has positively refused to sign up to
this. Of course, | mean the Bishop of Limerick.' His friend,
Bishop Healy, coadjutor of Clonfert, has used all his
influence to no effect. More in this vein. The Bishop of
Limerick 'seems to think that his general attitude of
"independent opposition™ is in some way favoured at
Rome!... The latest rumour is that, to show his disregard for
the Bishops, he means to state his views in a manifesto of
his own. But | do not believe he will do anything so
deplorable as that'. Letter concludes. "Y.G. will know what
use to make of all this'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and rescript
permitting the Blessed Sacrament to be kept in the Hospital
Oratory - but, when the Bishop kindly called to translate it,
they found that one of the conditions, that there should be
six persons living in the convent of Mercy, would be
practically impossible. Gives reasons and begs Kirby to get
the rescript modified. Bishop has promised to mention the
difficulty when writing to Kirby: 4pp

Holograph letter from A.M. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
Personal letter. 2pp
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395

396

397

398

399

2 July 1891

2 July 1891

3 July 1891

3 July 1891

6 July 1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer's 'worst anticipations are realized. The Bishop of
Limerick has separated himself from the otherwise
unanimous body of the Episcopacy. To-day we have the
open scandal of a prominent parish priest in Carlow openly
nominating a Parnellite candidate, in opposition to the
candidate supported by the Bishop and Coadjutor Bishop of
the diocese. Ecclesiastical authority is simply paralysed.’
Writes in haste as he has to go to Kingstown for the
confirmation of 700 children. 2pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Agnese Burattini, S. Cosimato,
to Kirby: Letter of gratitude for 20 lira, saying that the
Community always pray for Kirby at the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Edward McGennis, Cavan, to
Kirby: The Primate has informed the writer that Kirby will
need the services of Fr. Brady for some time after Fr.

Kelly's arrival - but the writer had told Kirby ‘a month ago'
that he could keep Fr. Brady while he was needed. He has
learned ‘with great regret’ of Kirby's resignation as Rector ...
‘I hope you will be spared for many years to watch over
Irish interests at Rome'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
Encloses draft for £5.14.9 asking for Masses according to
intentions stated. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes Bernard, 'Carceri Giudiziarie
di Buon Pastore', to Kirby: Writer begs Kirby to obtain her
liberty for her, as she has been in prison 22 days, although
sentenced for 12 days only, having been accused of
drinking too much. Could not defend herself as she does not
know Italian. Asked the British Consul to send her back to
Ireland, but he refused to do so, leaving her to the police.
She is Irish and a Catholic. 3pp
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400

401

402

403

404

405

6 July 1891

7 July 1891

7 July 1891

7 July 1891

7 July 1891

7 July 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. J. Bourke, Pallaskenry, to
Kirby: Writer regrets Kirby's resignation, as do all his
friends, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. FitzPatrick, Clonliffe, to
Kirby: Introducing F. Ryan, a Clonliffe professor, who
hopes to visit Rome. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Ma. Teresa dell' Immaculata,
Rome, to Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for gift of
20 lira, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Elena A. di S. Geltrude, Arezzo, to
Kirby: The Community, 'prostrate at' his feet asks help of
Kirby. Convent news. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Valerie Countess of Stainlein
Saalenstein, Hungary, to Kirby: Personal letter - wishes to
help the 'present horrible misery of Ireland'. She has much
to do, being promoter and President of the Ladies
Committee for Anti-Slavery etc., but if she can send a small
sum, and induce others to do the same, how should she send
it - through Kirby? 5pp

Holograph letter from Rev. William Sheehy, Waterford, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for faculties, etc. 2pp
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406

407

7 July 1891

7 July 1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Kirby 'will see from the enclosed how the want of unity
among the Bishops is bearing fruit. This Fr. O'Neill is
simply a "discontented” man. Under the former Bishop he
exercised unbounded influence in diocesan affairs. Now he
gives what trouble he can to Dr. Lynch.' He put himself at
the head of the Parnellite campaign in the country by
nominating the Parnellite candidate, although the anti-
Parnellite candidate was nominated by Dr. Lynch and
seconded by Dr. Comerford', etc. Hundreds of voters,
grateful for all that Parnell has done for the country ‘will be
glad of any excuse to vote for his candidate ... Y.G. will see
from the papers that Fr. O'Neill brought Parnell to visit "the
nuns" in his parish! Today's "National Press™ says the nuns
had the door shut in the face of both. | hope this is true." 4pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
John James McDonald and Mark O'Neill have been chosen
to fill vacant Derry places at Irish College - former was at
Maynooth but it did not agree with his health. Writer is
afraid that Rome will not, either, but he does not wish to
discourage him. He is both good and talented. Regretted
hearing Kirby's letter of resignation read at the Bishops'
Meeting, although glad that he is not severing his
connection with the College entirely. Writer knows Fr.
Kelly, who is going to help Kirby, and wishes the bishops
would appoint him permanently, as he seems 'an admirable
man, earnest, holy, and sensible'. 4pp
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408 8July 1891 Holograph letter from Rev. Michael C. Daly, Manson,

lowa, to Kirby: Letter opens with expressions of great
gratitude to and respect and affection for Kirby. Writer
sends sympathy on death of Dr. Hassan. Whole Church in
America is delighted with Encyclical, which is most
opportune and needed in America, where there is 'a daily
increasing conflict between "Capital and Labour". " It is
difficult to convince both rich and poor, employer and
employee, that they depend on each other. Encloses copy of
"Catholic Review" of New York, giving brief account of
effort of some laymen in Europe 'to dictate to the Holy
Father as to who should be the Hierarchy' of America. Good
being done by sermons in English. There are some dioceses
where Germans and French 'have become so exclusive, as
to allow nobody in their churches who do not speak their
own special dialect'. Great praise for America. However,
there is one evil the writer has noticed over the past ten
years - 'Nepotism'. Many bishops have cousins among the
priests and, naturally, they are apt 'to be carried away by
family sympathy' etc. Writer feels it is hurtful to their
common country. 'It is absurd that a priest coming, let us
suppose, from the county of Cork, should be rejected for a
mission, because his Ordinary hails from the country of
Clare.' Personal news and views. Writer wishes Kirby to
obtain for him 'one slight token of approbation’ for six years
of study in Propaganda University, namely, the degree of
D.Ph. He is not worthy of anything higher than this, and it
has been the goal of his ambition ‘'for many a year, except as
a matter of course the salvation of the immortal souls'
entrusted to him. He is willing to answer certain questions,
if necessary, and to defray any expenses incurred, or to
contribute to 'pious purposes'. Writer thinks it would benefit
him in his duties as well as reflecting honour and credit on
the Irish College. He has been nearly fifteen years a priest
and has worked faithfully. 8pp
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409

410

411

412

413

8 July 1891

8 July 1891

11 July 1891

11 July 1891

13 July 1891

Holograph letter from +T.J McRedmond, Ashline, to Kirby:
Writer feels Kirby must have 'heard of the death and prayed
for the repose of the soul of Dr. Flannery who after a long
and painful illness' died 'last Friday fortnight'. In accordance
with his dying wish, the writer had his body taken home
from Paris to the Cathedral at Ennis. He has written several
times to Cardinal Simeoni regarding this event, and also for
‘usual permission' to hold the two mensal parishes granted
to his predecessors, etc., but has so far received no reply.
Would Kirby kindly deal with the matter. Death of Bishop
of Waterford was a great shock, as he had received it by
telegram to Paris. They had grown up together and had been
closely associated all their lives, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel McCashin, Belfast, to
Kirby: At request of Bishop McAlister, writer forwards
petition, giving details. The Bishop is on Visitation. 1p

Holograph letter from Lilla Visconti, Siena, to Kirby:
Personal note - writer wishes to know whether Kirby is
well, as she has received no reply to her letter of a fortnight

past. 2pp

Holograph letter from Elena A. di S. Geltrude, Arezzo, to
Kirby: Personal note. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer tells Kirby that everyone 'heard with extreme upset’
that he had resigned from the Irish College Rectorship -
expression of praise and appreciation. Encloses petition and
takes the opportunity of thanking Kirby for the ‘fatherly
interest' he had taken in the writer since latter became a
bishop - Fr. Bourke 'is, thank God, remarkably well". 3pp

2461



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

414

415

416

417

418

14 July 1891

14 July 1891

15 July 1891

15 July 1891

16 July 1891

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer regrets Kirby's resignation of his office -
hopes 'that the good priest, Father Kelly' will be "a most
efficient helper' - encloses 'supplica’ - public affairs seem to
be settling down, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from +J. Dunne, Rhode, King's County, to
Kirby: Regarding previous letter with enclosure of ten
pounds, which presumably arrived as Sisters of Mercy,
Rockfort Bridge, duly received painting of Our Lady of
Mercy. Under separate cover writer now sends two P.O.s,
each for ten pounds - he thinks this amount, i.e. twenty
pounds, will cover cost of painting which he ordered, with
freight to Naples - would like to know if it is not sufficient.
Death of Dr. Hassan came as no surprise, as writer thought
he might have difficulty in reaching home. Personal and
diocesan news. 3pp

Holograph letter from St. Clair Joseph Bridge, Lourdes, to
Kirby: Personal letter, giving account of his journey, and
how he is 'doing all to avoid carefully the dangers that
surround a young person while travelling'. Gives list of
rules which he follows day by day. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. di S. Geltrude, Capua, to
Kirby: Personal and spiritual letter. [Italian]. 3pp

Holograph letter from +James Brown, Wexford, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for dispensation. Hopes that Fr. Kelly is a
great help and sends him his kindest regards and a message
to the effect that everyone is sorry to lose him. 2pp
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419

420

421

16 July 1891

16 July 1891

18 July 1891

Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Kirby:
Writer expresses deep regret at death of Dr. Hassan, news of
which has just reached him. In the previous November,
when in Rome, Dr. Hassan was telling him of the smallness
of numbers in the College, and writer promised not only to
send students himself, but to try and get some of the Irish
bishops to do so also. Dr. Hassan said the pension was thirty
pounds p.a., but that this was really insufficient, and so
writer arranged to pay thirty-five pounds for his Brisbane
students. He is sending J. Duhig, born in Limerick, and by
the same mail by which this leaves, 3rd August, he will

send a half-year's pension. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, St. Munchin's
College, Limerick, to Kirby: The Authorship of a pro-
Parnell pamphlet ‘flourished before the people from the
platform and through the Press' has been traced to Mgr.
George Dillon. Writer thinks it would be a good thing if the
Monsignor could be induced to 'write to the Irish papers
disowning Mr. Parnell, and either ignoring the pamphlet, or
better still retracting it'. A P.P. in Carlow has supported
Parnell's candidate recently ‘and his action has left an ugly
feeling’ etc. Writer inquires after Kirby's book and when it
is to be published. The Holy Coat is to be shown at Treves
toward the end of August, and writer intends to see it, but
may not be able to go on to Rome. He is sending two
students to the Irish College. There is another he would like
to send, a very clever boy, but he absolutely refuses to go
anywhere but Maynooth. 8pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J.D. Condon, S.J., Chicago, to
Kirby: Writer, who left the Irish College 28 years back,
would like some information for a Mr. and Mrs. Fitzpatrick,
who hope to spend winter months in Rome, and want to
know where to stay, what to see, etc. 1p
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422

423

424

425

426

19 July 1891

19 July 1891

19 July 1891

20 July 1891

20 July 1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Ignatius Walsh, Mansfield,
Victoria, to Kirby: Personal and convent news. Writer asks
Kirby to obtain one of the cases of vestments and requisites
for Mass which he had sent to Naples by Dr. Neville. Gives
details of poverty of little chapel in new convent, where
there is nothing to enable Mass to be said. 5pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer assures Kirby that 'H.H. need have no misgiving as
to the statements in the English papers doing any harm.
Everyone knows they are mere inventions.' Parnell's
marriage 'has turned an immense body of opinion away
from him. Up to that, immense numbers of people believed
him innocent, or at all events thought that his guilt was not
sufficiently proved to destroy all hope that his innocence
might yet be established. The "marriage™ has put an end to
all that'. Writer is glad that Kirby 'was so careful with
E.D.G.' [Gray] - his Mother has asked to see the writer, and
‘professes to be very penitent’, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Lucia Pozzorglia, [], to Kirby:
Personal and spiritual - this letter is addressed to 'My Father
Confessor'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
A long letter concerned chiefly with the difficulty in getting
devotion to Our Blessed Lady as Spouse of the Holy Ghost
established - troubles with their chaplain, who does not
consider such a devotion necessary - silence from the
Bishop, to whom she wrote, as advised to do by Kirby.
Strange behaviour of young priest sent to them by the
Bishop of Salford, as he had been in ill health, etc. 15pp

Holograph letter from [], Bath, to Kirby: Encloses a leaflet,
which proves that the prayer for a happy death is not
Cardinal Newman's - 'It does not make it the less beautiful,
but it must not go forth to the world as the Cardinal's.
Writer trusts that 'this will be in time ... to prevent any
accidents'. 11p
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427

428

429

430

20 July 1891

21 July 1891

21 July 1891

22 July 1891

Holograph letter from Rev. Barth. O'Keeffe, Kanturk, to
Kirby: Personal letter. Explains delay in sending sympathy
on death of Dr. Hassan. Hopes to go back to Rome for '6 or
12 months' and perhaps longer. Wonders if Kirby could
give him something to do at the College, reminding him
that writer has been Examiner in Italian to the Irish
Education Board. He could 'teach and do many other
things', and all he would want is his support in the College.
He is most anxious to look up some old Irish MSS in
Vatican and Irish College Archives. Although a priest for
12 years, and in one of the best missions in the diocese, he
is 'not worth as much money' as would take him to Rome.
Understands there is not a large number of students at the
College, at present, and therefore it would be easy for Kirby
to give him 'board and shelter' etc. 6pp

Holograph letter from S.M. Philip, Florence, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks, and informing Kirby what has happened to
'‘Giuseppa’ - apparently a Sister who wishes to leave the
Order. 6pp

Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Kirby:
Letter of introduction for the new student, James Duhig. 1p

Holograph letter from +John Leonard, [Vic. Apos., Cape of
Good Hope], to Kirby: Writer has intended to send
‘enclosed note' for some weeks, but work has prevented him
from doing so. The letter will explain itself, and writer and
Mr. O'Riley will faithfully comply with Kirby's wishes as
soon as they are known. Regrets Dr. Hassan's death. His
own health is failing - about 50% of those who trained with
him at Maynooth are now dead. Asks Kirby to pray that he
may have a happy death when his turn comes. 2pp
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431

432

433

434

435

23 July 1891

25 July 1891

26 July 1891

26 July 1891

27 July 1891

Holograph letter from John Hogan, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter, sorry to find on calling at the College that
Kirby had left for Tivoli, where writer is unable to go as he
has had an attack of rheumatic fever. Asks Kirby to write to
him, giving his address, 'so as to communicate me the
important matter which |1 am anxious please to acquire the
knowledge' etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby's blessing. All are happy and peaceful
‘despite the sad and sorrowful cross which has fallen upon
them - Kirby knows all about this so she will not explain
further. He will have heard that Sister Giuseppa left her
convent in Nottingham without leave and, indeed, without
the knowledge of her Superior until the latter received a
telegram from London saying she was on her way to Rome.
Giuseppa has now arrived in Rome but has not tried to
contact writer's convent, so they have 'been spared the
painful duty of having to close the doors to her'. Asks for
faculties to bless beads etc. for young priest, Fr. McDonald
of Limerick. Asks Kirby's prayers. 4pp

Holograph letter from St. Clair Joseph Bridge, Lourdes, to
Kirby: Writer gives impression of Lourdes, etc. and
encloses little picture which has touched the spot where Our
Blessed Lady stood. 1p

Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges receipt of Kirby's letter with
enclosure from Bishop of Kildare, and assures him 'that due
attention will be paid to same'. 1p

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Strathpeffer,
[Scotland] to Kirby: Introducing Mr. and Mrs. George
Davies, Protestants from Australia, visiting Rome. 2pp
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436

437

438

439

440

27 July 1891

27 July 1891

27 July 1891

27 July 1891

27 July 1891

Holograph letter from William F. O'Grady, Limerick, to
Kirby: Since last writing to Kirby, nothing has turned up,
though he hopes he may get something under the new Land
Bill. Meanwhile, they are in 'the most awful fix possible ...’
Must pay rent of house - £60 p.a. on 10 August, or be
evicted on that day, being put out on the road. There are 10
in family. Is trying to get rent through ‘collection’, and
encloses letter from Redemptorist, Fr Healy, whose
Provincial has told him to send writer £25 towards the rent.
Asks Kirby to help and ask other bishops to help, even a
little from each would be a great help. If he gets the rent
they can at least stay in the house another twelve months.
At present they are 'in actual starvation' etc. 8pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. Lanigan, Dublin, to Kirby:
Asks Kirby to send faculties to bless beads, etc. to Dr.
Higgins, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M.J. McDonnell, Tuam, to
Kirby: Writer encloses circular telling of building of
proposed chapel which their Archbishop desires, asking
Kirby to send 'a trifle towards procuring a marble Altar ...’

3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Consoling to know that the
Pope approves the actions bishops have taken in dealing
with present crisis in Ireland. Is sorry Kirby has had 'so
much trouble in looking after Mr. Hogan', and fears that he
must have returned to Ireland. Tells of great difficulty in
getting artist to make 'a good likeness of the poor Primate.
He is doing his best but cannot catch the expression'. The
new bust is worse that the first. Encloses photographs of the
clay models. Artist seeks a profile photograph and the
nearest to one is the photograph at the Irish College, but it is
not a good one. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Luisa Paini, S. Anna, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks to Kirby: [Italian]. 1p
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441 28 July 1891 Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter. [Italian]. 4pp
442 28 July 1891 Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter on
spiritual matters. 2pp
443 28 July 1891 Holograph letter from Sister M. de Sales [cousin],
Killarney, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for renewal of two
great privileges to Convent of Mercy. Mentions spiritual
worry. 4pp
444 29 July 1891 Holograph letter from Yanyna Carabolli, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of self and Mother etc., and
asking Kirby's holy prayers. [French]. 4pp
445 30 July 1891 Holograph letter from Hugh M'Devitt, The Glenties, to

Kirby: Letter has arrived from Rome for writer's brother, Fr.
John M'Devitt, of All Hallows College, Dublin, but the
latter is now dangerously ill and the doctor has forbidden all
letters. However, Fr. M'Devitt 'has been anxiously inquiring
if a letter has come'. Writer thought it best to inform Kirby
of the circumstances, in case an acknowledgement is
expected. Asks him to explain position to Propaganda. 4pp
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446

447

448

449

31 July 1891

1 August
1891

1 August

1891

1 August
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
If Kirby happens to be in Rome, would he ask Propaganda
whether they are going to take any further action in the All
Hallows case. Writer feels that it is 'too bad' that he has not
received even a line of information since he left Rome
nearly three months ago. The scandalous revolt cannot be
allowed to continue and, whatever the consequences, he
intends to take action himself when the College reopens
four weeks hence. Before doing this, however, the writer
will get in touch with the Pope, putting certain facts before
him, particularly as to the lay influence 'that is insidiously at
work in this case'. He will also state plainly that he cannot
continue to be responsible for the government of the
Archdiocese if diocesan authority 'is liable to be paralyzed
in such a way'. Explains how a priest in open revolt against
diocesan and College authorities, 'goes to Rome, obtains a
decision, on one-sided information, on an important point
which the Ordinary of the diocese was not even told was in
question ... ' Moreover, when it is shown that the
information given was false, and that the whole transaction
was fraudulent all the way through, the Ordinary finds
himself laughed at by the priest ‘who unquestionably is in
constant communication with some important source of
information as to what is going on at Propaganda’. 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petitions for forwarding, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from Cancelleria of the Holy Office,
Rome, to Kirby: Kirby is informed that there is at the
Cancelleria a rescript for Killala, for which the tax is nine
lira. 1p

Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, Dublin, to Kirby:
Wishing to write, but not for publication, the life of her
Aunt, the late Mother Agatha Cullen of the Presentation
Convent, Kildare, writer asks Kirby if he knows anything of
her. Writer left Liverpool on the death of her brother, Paul,
and is now living in a cousin's house, and feels she needs an
occupation now she has retired. 4pp
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450

451

452

453

2 August
1891

2 August
1891

2 August
1891

3 August
1891

Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Livorno, to Kirby:
Personal letter telling of the difficulties of the Sisters of
Little Company of Mary, of those who have left them, of
the harm they have done, of the 'lies’ that Dr. Thompson has
told, of how Miss Brady, formerly Sister Giuseppa,
probably intends to take up nursing in Rome, etc. 7pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter which was such a consolation
when their 'hearts are well night broken over this our poor
lost Sister ... ' Miss Brady, Sister Giuseppa, has put aside
the habit and is now a secular once more, and says that she
is perfectly happy. Dr. Thompson gave money to a priest in
Rome for any Sister who was unhappy in the little
Company of Mary and wanted to leave - Sister Giuseppa
and another discontented Sister knew of this, but did not tell
Rev. Mother. Gives details of lies told of the convent and
how the Rule was not kept etc. Would like to be able to
explain more fully - perhaps one day writer could have a
chat with Kirby. 6pp

Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Kirby:
Introducing the Rev. James Lonergan, who hopes to spend a
month in Rome, and 'is naturally anxious to see all that he
can during his short stay... ' Apologizes for sending so
many people, but knows that he will understand and forgive
him. 1p

Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
Kirby: Personal letter regarding her Community and certain
difficulties, etc. [Italian]. 1p
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454 4 August Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Writer
1891 regrets resignation of Kirby, although he is glad that he is
going to enjoy the well-earned rest. Hopes the new
arrangement for the College will be ready to be submitted to
the Bishops' Meeting in October and found satisfactory.
Father Carlos has submitted with good grace to the decision
of the Sacred Congregation and to the writer's subsequent
arrangements regarding pension etc. Grateful to Kirby for
part he took. Personal news. 3pp
455 4 August Holograph letter from Suor. Ma. Candida Martini, Rome, to
1891 Kirby: Personal and spiritual letter. [Italian]. 2pp
456 5 August Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
1891 Writer encloses petition for forwarding. New paper, "lrish
News", will make its first appearance on the Feast of the
Assumption. Kirby's letter conveying approbation of Pope
and his blessing will appear in it. Could Kirby find a
correspondent in Rome who would send a weekly letter of
Roman events interesting to the Irish? Fair remuneration
would be given. 3pp
457 5 August Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, [], to Kirby: Brief
1891 note of thanks. [Italian]. 1p
458 5 August Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for writing form of application for her
to copy, and hopes that the Vicar General will avail himself
of it, etc. 2pp
459 6 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Scholastica Guitar, [], to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the oil painting. Gives

convent news. Is grateful to him for introducing the
Community to Mgr. Jacobini, etc. [KIR/1891/460 enclosure
incorrectly digitized with this item]. 4pp
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460

461

462

7 August
1891

8 August
1891

8 August
1891

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to obtain answers to questions in petition
enclosed. Parnell propaganda is great scandal, many people
misled by Parnellite newspapers, by Mayors of Dublin,
Cork, Waterford, by some M.P.s etc., and he fears that
unless Rome speaks the scandal will continue. Encloses
press cuttings. Parnell has sympathisers among certain
priests. Writer has been misrepresented in the press.
Includes Dubia by +McAlister to the Pope dated 6.8.1891.
Kirby has written 'non expedire' on this. [Enclosure
incorrectly digitized with KIR/1891/459]. 7pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Carlingford, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges receipt of Kirby's two letters,
one containing the cheque sent to cover Mr. Hogan's
expenses. 'lt is quite evident from Mr. Hogan's reply that he
could have done no good in the matter of the statue, as he
must have either never seen the late Primate or forgotten his
appearance. ' Regarding the statue, writer does not know
what to do, a considerable sum in advance having been paid
the artist, whose 'great complaint is the want of a
photograph in profile’. The one in the Irish College being
the nearest to a profile photograph, perhaps Kirby would
lend it, or a copy of it, to the artist, who is Signor Lazzerini
di Tomasso, Carrara. 'Dillon and O'Brien have been
released. Their first act, on leaving the prison was to make a
public declaration against Parnell. This has given
Parnellism the greatest shake it got yet ... ' Writer fears the
"Freeman" 'is going from bad to worse'. "Young Gray, who
is the owner of most of the shares has abandoned Parnell
and thought to bring the "Freeman™ with him, but the
directors and staff have rebelled against his authority, and
still continue the paper in the Parnell interest.' 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Galway, to Kirby:
Enclosing 'tickets', and asking Kirby to keep them. 2pp
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463

464

465

466

8 August
1891

8 August
1891

9 August
1891

10 August
1891

Holograph letter from +Edward Bishop of Birmingham,
Oscott, to Kirby: Sisters of Mercy, Handsworth,
Birmingham, are keeping the Golden Jubilee of the convent
on 19 August - writer explains work done by them, and
reminds Kirby of his promise to obtain a picture of Our
Lady of Mercy and the Pope's blessing for them. Time now
being short, and fearing 'the artist has delayed too long with
his work', writer asks Kirby to 'obtain the latter favour and
to notify it to the Mother Superior by the 19th inst., that so
their jubilee may be crowned with joy - we can afford to
wait longer for the picture.’ [see KIR/1891/391]. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Thomas McRedmond, Ashline, to
Kirby: Writer encloses rescript, explaining delay in doing
so, and asks Kirby to obtain dispensation at earliest
convenience. Query regarding rescript No.2532 of June last,
parties being John McCauliffe, Catholic, and Isabella
Sparling, Protestant, which writer would like expedited.
Thanks Kirby for faculties etc received, but points out that
permission to apply the offerings received on occasion of
granting of dispensation in Banns has not yet reached him -
asks Kirby to procure it. 3pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow, to Kirby:
Collection for African Missions has raised 'a goodly sum' -
if Kirby will forward it to the proper quarter writer will
send it to him. Regarding episcopal residence, as the nearest
church with the Blessed Sacrament is nearly a mile away,
could writer reserve the Sacrament in his own oratory? Is
pleased with result of recent election, new M.P. being a
native of Carlow and a 'most devout' Catholic. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. F.Z. Rooker, Vice-Rector,
Grottaferrata, to Kirby: In absence of Rector, writer thanks
Kirby for his sympathy in their sad trial. ‘Fortunately the
body has been found and will be in Rome this evening, so
that we may place it tomorrow with other dear ones who
have gone before.' 2pp
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467 10 August Holograph letter from St. Clair Joseph Bridge, Limerick, to
1891 Kirby: Brief personal note regarding writer's plans for the
immediate future. 1p
468 10 August ~ Holograph letter from Mary Gertrude O'Connor, Listowel,
1891 to Kirby: Regarding new marble Altar for the Presentation
Convent, this is to be ready by 14 September, when Dr.
Coffey is hoped to come and consecrate it - would Kirby
obtain two great privileges, that the Altar may be a
privileged one and the Indulgence of Portincula. It has been
‘a great work to find £900' but help was received 'from
different parts of the world'. 3pp
469 11 August Holograph letter from M.G. Piergentiti, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Letter of thanks for 250 lira, etc. [Italian]. 1p
470 11 August ~ Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, London, to Kirby:
1891 Through illness, writer's marriage was postponed, but he
now hopes to be married on 15 August, at St. Peter's, Hatton
Garden. Asks Kirby's prayers - thanks him for various gifts,
etc. 3pp
471 11 August ~ Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clotilde, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Personal note - asking Kirby's remembrance at Mass, etc.
[Italian]. 1p
472 11 August  Holograph letter from Sister M. Austin Martin, Listowel, to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for kindness - would like Pope's
blessing on the Presentation Convent. 3pp
473 11 August  Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter - spiritual
1891 matters - health, etc. 4pp
474 12 August ~ Holograph letter from Sr. Ma. di S. Geltrude, Capua, to
1891 Kirby: Personal letter, asking for charity, etc. [Italian]. 3pp
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475 12 August Holograph letter from Alessandro Fationi, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Dispensation asked for by Bishop McAlister for the
marriage of 'Maria Smyth' is at the Sacred Office, N0.3775.
[Italian]. 1p
476 12 August Holograph letter from Rev. Joseph Collins, Sydney, to
1891 Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of privileges with 'if
possible, an extension to ten years'. 1p
477 14 August ~ Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
1891 Writer gives news of proposed visit of Fr. James Hunt, P.P.,
of Maynooth, to Rome. Regarding criticism of Ireland and
the answer Kirby could give, etc. 4pp
478 15 August ~ Holograph letter from Sister Mary Bernard Kelly,
1891 Handsworth, to Kirby: Having been told by their ‘dear
Bishop, Dr. llsley' that he has applied for a picture of Our
Lady of Mercy, such as Kirby got for the Mother House of
the Mercy Sisters in Dublin, writer is 'venturing' to ask if
they could have it 'soon’, and whether Kirby would procure
‘for it the Indulgence granted to the former Picture'. Gives
reasons for this 'bold request'. 4pp
479 16 August Holograph letter from Sr. Ma. di S. Geltrude, Capua, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of gratitude for Kirby's generosity, etc.
[Italian]. 3pp
480 17 August  Holograph letter from Rev. Luigi Luzi, Lugnano, to Kirby:
1891 Asking for Mass intentions. [Italian]. 1p
481 17 August  Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Short note of gratitude, etc. [Italian]. 1p
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482 18 August Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
1891 Giving news of proposed activities, writer mentions that he
hopes to be in Rome for his "ad limina™ visit on Kirby's
return from Tivoli. He would like to stay at the Irish
College. His reason for writing, however, is that he has a
little gift of fifty pounds for Kirby which might be more
useful to him at Tivoli - on hearing from Kirby that this is
so he will be pleased to send it at once. 2pp
483 19 August  Holograph letter from William [Kirby], Monkstown, to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining the prize from the
Pope, etc. 2pp
484 19 August  Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Galway, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for sending pound for the tickets. [see
KIR/1891/462]. 2pp
485 19 August Holograph letter from Janyna Carrobelli, Rocca di Papa, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of thanks for letter, gift, etc. - family news,
etc. [French]. 3pp
486 20 August  Holograph letter from Annunziata Liberati, 'Via Roma No.
1891 38', to Kirby: Apologizing for the delay in replying. Gives
details of the poor children whose upkeep comes to 30 lira a
month and how can that be found? Asks help of Kirby. Her
children will always be grateful for any assistance, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp
487 20 August  Holograph letter from E. Lazzerini, Carrara, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for the beautiful photograph. Praises

the works of art, statues in marble etc. made at Carrara,
giving some prices. [Italian]. 3pp
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488 20 August Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Kirby:
1891 Writer encloses draft on London for £17.10.0 'in payment of
half year's pension for Mr. James Duhig, student for this
diocese ... ' A similar amount will be forwarded for the
second half year. Praises the student, ‘probably not brilliant,
but brilliancy is in a country like this a dangerous
advantage'. All were sorry to hear of Dr. Hassan's death, and
'of course had a Requiem for him'. As yet they have heard
no news of a successor to him, but Kirby's 'prayers and
religious instinct will secure a good one'. 1p
489 20 August  Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Personal letter on
1891 spiritual matters. [Italian]. 2pp
490 20 August  Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Personal letter on
1891 spiritual matters. [Italian]. 8pp
491 21 August Holograph letter from St. Clair Joseph Bridge, Limerick, to
1891 Kirby: Personal news. Health better, and hopes to be able to
return to Rome to renew his studies. Regarding letters sent
from Sydney one containing letter of credit etc. 2pp
492 21 August  Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Brief personal letter. [Italian]. 1p
493 21 August  Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow, to Kirby:
1891 Writer encloses draft for £201.15.0, amount subscribed by

the diocese for African missions - by Dr. Lynch's
instruction he has previously sent £125.15.0 to Fr.
Cavanagh, O.S.F., Drogheda, for the Holy Places. Thanks
Kirby for obtaining privilege for writer to have the Blessed
Sacrament in his chapel. He had heard that the Bishop of
Ossory was refused like petition, but possibly it was
because he lived near the cathedral. Hopes Ireland will get
through political troubles without harm to religion. 'To
exchange Parnell for Dillon or O'Brien as leader would be
no improvement'. Gives reasons. He cannot understand their
being made so much of by bishops and priests. 4pp
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494 23 August Holograph letter from Alessandro Fatiori, Frascati, to
1891 Kirby: Thanking Kirby for his letter regarding the
celebration of thirty Masses, etc. 2pp
495 23 August  Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Livorno, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter - spiritual difficulties, etc. 7pp
496 23 August  Holograph letter from Caterina Mancini, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter, begging help from Kirby as she is in great
distress, and has not even bread, etc. 2pp
497 23 August Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of thanks to Kirby for his prompt help.
[Italian]. 1p
498 23 August  Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter on
1891 spiritual matters. [Italian]. 4pp
499 25 August  Holograph letter from Alessandro Fatiori, Frascati, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of thanks to Kirby for the receipt of 45 lira as
offering for 30 Masses, etc. [Italian]. 2pp
500 25 August Holograph letter from Rev. C.F. di S. Buchanan, O.S.B.,
1891 Monte Cassino, to Kirby: Postcard asking for the address -
in Ireland - of the Rev. Dr. Sheridan, V.G. [of Sydney,
Australia]. 2pp
501 25 August  Holograph letter from Ma. Margherita, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Letter of thanks to Kirby, of whose health writer is glad to
hear good news - spiritual matters. [Italian]. 4pp
502 26 August  Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Brief letter of thanks and news of Mother

Francesca's health, etc. [Italian]. 1p
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503 26 August Holograph letter from 'A. M. Be', [], to Kirby: Explains
1891 delay in writing - personal letter on spiritual matters.
[Italian]. 3pp
504 27 August  Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for his letter, which was 'such a joy and
consolation to us', etc. Convent news, asking for prayers,
etc. 4pp
505 27 August ~ Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
1891 Writer sends Kirby a 'little token of kind remembrance from
a grateful student ..." 1p
506 27 August  Holograph letter from +P. Moran, Dunedin, to Kirby:
1891 Writer expresses sympathy on death of Dr. Hassan, etc.
Praise for Encyclical on condition of workmen. Diocesan
news regarding education, increase of postulants and
novices in care of Mother Di Ricci [Kirby's niece]. 4pp
507 28 August  Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for having obtained ‘such an estimable
boon' from the Pope. Assures Kirby of prayers in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Asks if his letter of 21
August has been received. It contained draft for African
missions - he would like to be able to give Pope's blessing
on the 'good people who subscribed it'. 4pp
508 29 August  Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for his generous gift, etc. 2pp
509 29 August  Holograph letter from Suor M. Concetta Schiavetti, Rome,
1891 to Kirby: Personal letter. [Italian]. 3pp
510 30 August  Holograph letter from Giuseppa Amici, [], to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter of thanks, etc. [Italian]. 1p
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511 31 August Holograph letter from Luisa Liberati, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Personal and spiritual letter. [Italian]. 3pp
512 2 September Holograph letter from Rev. John Scallan, Bru, to +James
1891 Browne. Writer informs his Bishop that in applying for a
marriage dispensation he thinks that he inadvertently gave
the wrong name for the girl - for this he apologizes, while
he sends the correction now. Includes a brief note at end of
letter from Bishop Browne to Kirby on the subject. 2pp
513 2 September Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Personal note - news of Mother Francesca and of the
writer's own troubles. [Italian]. 1p
514 2 September Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal and private
1891 letter. [Probably from Sister Mary of the Little Company of
Mary]. 10pp
515 2 September Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
1891 Long, personal letter regarding trouble with chaplain over
his alleged lack of devotion to Our Lady - the mischief
being done by the young priest whom they nursed and who
has now turned against them, etc. As the chaplain is going
to Rome and may call at the Irish College, writer asks Kirby
to make the opportunity to say how important devotion to
our Lady is, etc. 8pp
516 3 September Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:

1891

Writer thanks Kirby for sending late Primate's photograph
to the artist in Rome, and says that his latest attempt is
much better, although even now he does not quite catch the
expression. Everything quiet in Ireland apart from
occasional bursts of 'stump oratory' - indeed, the people are
at present too anxious about the harvest to take much
interest in anything else. Storms of wind and rain have
spoilt what promised to be a good harvest. 4pp
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517

518

519

520

521

522

523

524

5 September
1891

5 September
1891

5 September
1891

6 September
1891

6 September
1891

7 September
1891

7 September
1891

7 September
1891

Holograph letter from Novices of Little Company of Mary,
Rome, to Kirby: Letter of thanks for Kirby's gift of ices for
the novices when he visited the convent the previous
Sunday - they would have thanked him immediately, but
did not know of his gift until he had left, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Margherita T., Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]. 3pp

Holograph letter from [], Perth, W. Australia, to Kirby:
Personal letter, giving local news - writer now staying with
Dr. Gibney, etc. [Letter incomplete]. 3pp

Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter on
spiritual matters. [Letter incomplete]. [Italian]. 6pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Livorno, to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. 8pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter, explaining the
delay in replying. Regarding Treves. Is pleased Kirby is not
breaking his connection with the Irish College. "Parnellism
is dead'. Mr. Bridge has been in Limerick - 'He has gone to
Mass regularly during his stay, and has lived in every way
as he ought. ' 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer has forwarded a little book written by Reverend
Mother and called 'Our Lady's Crusade'. The Cardinal Vicar
‘already knows of it' but Reverend Mother would so like
some approval of it from the Pope and it is being translated
into Italian so that he will be able to read it. Would Kirby
help to bring it to his notice? Asks prayers, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Marie F. O'Keeffe, St. Jean de Sury,
to Kirby: Personal letter of news, etc. 4pp

2481



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
525 8 September Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter on
1891 spiritual matters. [Italian]. 4pp
526 8 September Holograph letter from ‘Margherita’, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter, asking for help, etc. [Italian]. 1p
527 9 September Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal, private letter.
1891 2pp
528 9 September Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Letter of gratitude to Kirby for his great charity, etc.
[Italian]. 1p
529 10 Holograph letter from +Wm. Lanigan, Cashel, to Kirby:
September  Asks Kirby to make inquiries regarding letter sent by writer
1891 to Propaganda regarding young student named Joseph
Dwyer. Australian news. 4pp
530 10 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
September  Writer is grateful to Kirby for his letter - if the V.G. sends
1891 the promised letter she will forward it to Kirby
immediately. Peace in the house, though storms outside
stirred up against them. Speaks again of chaplain, although
now there is a young Breton priest whom they like very
much, and who has a tremendous devotion to Our Blessed
Lady. The name 'Sclerder" is that of the house, and previous
owners called it that from the shrine of that name meaning
‘light" in Brittany, famous for many cures of blindness, etc.
7pp
531 12 Holograph letter from H. Cassell, Hastings, to Kirby:
September  Personal letter giving family news, etc. 2pp
1891
532 12 Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
September  Kirby: Personal letter giving news of Mother Francesca, etc.
1891 [Italian]. 1p
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533 14 Holograph letter from Maria F.G., Rome, to Kirby: Personal
September letter regarding Kirby's kindness, etc. [Italian]. 1p
1891
534 15 Holograph letter from Adriano [Zentensing], Rome, to
September  Kirby: In a letter of the 27 July, the Cardinal Prefect
1891 announced to Monsignor Lanigan the admission of the
young Joseph Dwyre in the Collegio Urbano. The letter,
however, was sent to Goulburn in the supposition that the
Bishop had returned to his diocese - now, it appears that he
is in Ireland, etc. [See KIR/1891/ 529]. [Italian]. 2pp
535 15 Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick, to Kirby:
September  Writer thanks Kirby for dispensation, and asks for another.
1891 'Great blessing' that Fr. Kelly is doing so well. Bad sign that
Parnell has even as many as he has still clinging to him.
Had Irish bishops taken a stronger stand when attacks were
made against the Pope, they would be in a better position
now. Writer hopes Kirby does not mind his expressing his
views so frankly. 4pp
536 15 Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford,
September  to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his efforts to obtain the
1891 privilege for them to have the Blessed Sacrament in the
workhouse chapel. Have received a letter from Mgr. Persico
saying six nuns not necessary, but six persons. However it
does not help as, apart from the Sisters, they would have
only one servant living there. Writer asks Kirby's help
again, as she cannot say that there will be, at the beginning,
more than four or five people living in the convent.
Personal news, etc. 4pp
537 16 Holograph letter from Canon Brosnan, Caherciveen, to
September  Kirby: Introducing Fr. O'Leary, native of the diocese and
1891 chaplain of cathedral of Antwerp - gives some details of

him. 3pp

2483



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
538 18 Holograph letter from +Thomas McRedmond, Ashline, to
September  Kirby: Writer asks Kirby's help regarding dispensation
1891 applied for by Fr. Kenny of Scariff several months
previously - fears great scandal may result from delay. Asks
also for permission already asked regarding fees given on
occasion of granting dispensation. 3pp
539 18 Holograph letter from +John McCarthy, Queenstown, to
September  Kirby: Writer acknowledges letter enclosing document from
1891 Propaganda. Encloses application for dispensation in case
of mixed marriage, etc. Regarding High Altar 'suitable to
the size and grandeur of the Church’, etc. 4pp
540 18 Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal and private
September letter. [Italian]. 4pp
1891
541 18 Holograph letter from Vincenzo Spezi, Foligno, to Kirby:
September  Personal letter. [Italian]. 2pp
1891
542 19 Holograph letter from +J. Dunne, R.M.S. Orizaba, to Kirby:
September  Personal letter with news etc., and also writer's plan
1891 regarding consignment of paintings to Australia. List of
paintings enclosed. 5pp
543 21 Holograph letter from James J. Hunt, Rome, to Kirby:
September  Kirby will be glad to know that, owing to his influence,
1891 they saw the Pope the previous Saturday. 2pp
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544 21 Holograph letter from [unidentified], [Ursuline Convent],
September  Waterford, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for picture of Our
1891 Blessed Lady. News of local troubles. Unable to open new
schools after the vacation because of prolonged strike by
workmen. Mother Superior, Mother Mary Angela, re-
elected. Retreat given by Fr. Peter Finlay, S.J. Praying for a
'wise and holy Bishop' to be sent them by Rome - just
beginning to know their late Bishop when he died,
universally regretted. Encloses extract from preface of book
they use on some festivals, and asks Kirby to help them
obtain permission to say lessons prescribed by
Congregation of Rites, namely the Office of St. Ursula.
[Second page missing]. 4pp
545 22 Holograph letter from Margaret Cullen, Liverpool, to
September  Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for obtaining papal
1891 blessing. Ordination 'passed off well" and writer's brother
had the happiness of seeing his eldest son say Mass. 4pp
546 22 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Portstewart, to Kirby:
September  Writer explains delay in writing. Hopes new paper will
1891 serve a good purpose in Belfast and Ulster. Has put director
in touch with Mr. Connellan. Asks Kirby to forward
petition, etc. 3pp
547 24 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
September  Writer asks Kirby for help in case of young priest anxious
1891 to join the Trinitarians, doing his novitiate at Palestrina and
later returning to England to open a house there. All
expenses, including the buying of land and the erecting of a
house, would be borne by the priest, who has means. No
word from V.G. yet. Fr. Hamilton, O.S.B., who is with
them for a day says he knows that Kirby is warmly
interested in the Sclerder devotion. 4pp
548 28 Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnori, Rome, to Kirby:
September  Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]. 3pp
1891
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549 28 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Portstewart, to Kirby:
September ~ Writer encloses petition for forwarding. 1p
1891
550 29 Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, London, to Kirby:
September  Personal letter, thanking Kirby for his, and asking a prayer
1891 that they may all arrive safely in New York. 3pp
551 30 Holograph letter from +C.A. Reynolds, Adelaide, to Kirby:
September  Introducing T.P. Davis, the young student who is going to
1891 Propaganda, whom writer recommends highly. Personal
news. Regarding the 'scourge' of 'State Free education’, etc.
3pp
552 30 Holograph letter from M.C. Di Ricci, 'Sacred Heart
September  Novitiate', to Kirby: Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
1891
553 7 October Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Cullen, S.J., St. Asaph,
1891 to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for himself and his brother
priests recently ordained with him for the blessing of the
Pope which he obtained for them, etc. 2pp
554 8 October Holograph letter from P. Lazzerini, Carrara, to Kirby:
1891 Soliciting orders for writer's work in marble, etc. [Italian].
4pp
555 8 October Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
1891 Writer sends a petition for forwarding. 'The wretched man
Parnell is dead. | hope his death may bring us peace.' 1p
556 12 October  Holograph letter from Mary F. Kirby, Stonington, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
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557 12 October
1891
558 12 October
1891
559 14 October
1891
560 16 October
1891

Holograph letter from +James Murray, West Maitland, to
Kirby: Writer has learned from Kirby's letter to Fr. Vincent
Dwyer that he is resigning the Rectorship of the Irish
College. He is glad to find 'that Fr. Kelly has taken your
position. I am sure he will follow in your footsteps ..." Asks
faculties for enrolling, etc. Local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +J. Higgins, Sydney, to Kirby:
Acknowledges receipt of faculties and Kirby's letter, etc.
Personal letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Thomas Magrath, Clonliffe, to Kirby:
Regarding commission entrusted to writer by Kirby, work
has been going on ever since - did not write as he thought
Kirby was kept informed by more direct sources. He visited
Mr. Gill on his return and learned that all works published
by his firm were read by Dr. Tynan with a view to the 'Nihil
Obstat', and that he must, therefore, also ready Kirby's.
Writer then called on Dr. Tynan, drawing his attention to
points Kirby wished especially noted - Dr. Tynan very
pleased to have charge of the reading. More on the subject
of Kirby's book. Writer then mentions 'sad and sudden
termination of a public career that had at one time been very
brilliant' and very beneficial to Irish people. 8pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer is much pained at sad account Kirby gives of state of
affairs in Rome - mentioned matter to some of the bishops
who, however, felt it was not wise to take any public notice
of it at present. ... the whole disturbance is attributed by
the hostile press of this country, and that means nearly the
whole press, as being provoked by the rash act of some of
the pilgrims'. They know, of course, that the act of one
pilgrim was seized upon as a pretext for doing what the mob
was burning to do, etc. Bishops, not having time to [] into
affairs of Irish College in detail, have asked Fr. Kelly to
continue his services to the College for the present, etc.
Writer has received advance copy of Kirby's book from the
printers. 4pp
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561 18 October ~ Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
1891 Personal letter telling of distress of writer on hearing that
Kirby was 'suffering’. She is afraid that Our Blessed Lord is
'in a hurry' for him, and that Our Lady wants to show him
'the rich reward she has prepared', etc. 3pp
562 18 October  Holograph letter from V. Rev. Jeremiah Long, P.P.,
1891 Clashmore, to Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties to
bless beads, etc. 2pp
563 20 October  Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
1891 Kirby: Writer encloses petition to be forwarded. Is sorry to
learn of death of a student. Grieved at sorrows of Pope.
Regards to Mr. Newman. 2pp
564 20 October  Holograph letter from [], Tullow, to Kirby: Regarding case
1891 of nun who left Order to go on the foreign missions and
now, after 30 to 40 years, wishes to return - as previously
arranged that she would be able to do, gives various details.
Not having heard anything of the petition sent in her regard
to Propaganda through Kirby, he now states the case more
fully. [Last page missing]. 4pp
565 22 October  Holograph letter from V. Rev. Hugh Behan, P.P., Trim, to
1891 Kirby: Encloses petition. Requests prize from Pope for
bazaar, also blessing, telling Kirby that 'the old cathedral
here was built by St. Patrick and that his nephew, St.
Lomond was its first Bishop'. 4pp
566 22 October  Holograph letter from Suor Maria Pia Cetti, Tivoli, to
1891 Kirby: Writer is grateful to God for the happiness of

knowing that Kirby has returned to Rome - the previous
Thursday she had called at the College to ask the porter
when he was returning. Personal letter. [Italian]. 3pp
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567

568

569

570

571

22 October
1891

[30] October
1891

24 October

1891

24 October
1891

25 October
1891

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letters. 'It is really saddening to
every Catholic heart to see the unworthy, shocking
treatment the Head of the Church and such a head is
receiving at the hands of ungrateful children ..." He has
spoken to several priests regarding a collection for the Irish
church in Rome, they think that while a collection could be
announced, very little money would come in. Asks prayers
for the soul of his 'very dear friend’, Monsignor
McLaughton, V.G. Gives details of a priest, Fr.
McLaughlin, who to all intents and purposes is insane - not
fit for missionary work, and writer has doubts about saying
Mass. He asked the priest to go to live in a monastery as
diocesan funds for keeping infirm priests are quite
inadequate to the demands made upon them, but he will not

go. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. D. Foley, Tarbet, to Bishop
Coffey of Kerry. Writer asks for marriage dispensation.
[Letter to the Bishop of Kerry, is countersigned by him to
signify his consent to the application.] 2pp

Holograph letter from "Yanyna' [Carrobelli], Compassion, to
Kirby: Brief personal note. [French]. 3pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for £311.4.3. Second draft for
£175.8.11 is for the shrines of the Holy Land. Has met Fr.
Kelly previously and thinks him a fine man. Has recently
sent two students - one is very delicate, but writer hopes
change of air will help him. Asks Kirby to acknowledge
receipt of the drafts, so that writer may know that they have
been received. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea, to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft with list of Mass intentions. 3pp
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572

573

574

575

26 October
1891

26 October
1891

26 October
1891

28 October
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Copies of the Encyclical 'came to hand several days' before
Kirby's letter. 'Still they did not reach until it was altogether
too late to make public use of them this year." At a recent
general meeting of the bishops some of them complained 'of
the difference made by the Roman authorities between
England and Ireland. In England the document was received
in time to have it translated and published in the Tablet of
Saturday, the 10th. At that time, no copy had been received
by any Bishop in Ireland.' One bishop mentioned that in
1885, when the Irish bishops were in Rome, an official
complaint was made at Propaganda, and 'Reform was at
once promised. But there seems to be no improvement.' 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. P.F. Flynn, P.P., Waterford,
to Kirby: On behalf of the Presentation sisters, writer asks
for a blessing and perhaps a prize from the Pope for their
bazaar, to be held in May. Presumes bishop will be
appointed soon. Sad about Dr. Egan who had ‘all the
qualifications of a good Bishop except health alone'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Wm. F. O'Grady, Limerick, to Kirby:
... after a very severe illness' writer hastens to thank Kirby
for his letter enclosing the five pounds, which came at a
time when they were actually starving. Nothing has turned
up for him, and only the help of the Redemptorists saved
the family of ten from the workhouse. Asks for mention in
prayers, etc. 6pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for ten pounds which 'is forwarded to
Your Grace at this time of the year ..." Asks him to expedite
the enclosed petition for a marriage dispensation, adding
that as Fr. Foley should not have given surnames, the writer
has deleted them. 4pp
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576 28 October  Holograph letter from +Robert Dunne, Brisbane, to Kirby:
1891 Regarding a student of the diocese, one Henry Fitzgerald,
who having studied - and been ordained subdeacon - at St.
Sulpice, wishes to spend the last year of his studies in
Rome. Writer gives some details of the family. Draft for
half year's pension of £17.10.0 in advance is enclosed.
Mentions also James Duhig, who will have arrived by now.

1p

577 31 October  Holograph letter from Ma. Maddalena, Rome, to Kirby:
1891 Greetings and sincere felicitations for Kirby's feast - 'the
glorious martyr, Tobias'. Writer, with her Superior, would
like to visit the College. Personal matters. [lItalian]. 2pp

578 310ctober ~ Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino, to
1891 Kirby: Gratitude to Kirby: Regarding Mother Frances's
operation. Asking for prayers. [Italian]. 1p

578 a 31 October  Holograph letter from Rev. P.V. Dwyer, West Maitland, to
1891 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining the faculties for
which he asked, assuring him that the priests concerned will
not fail to pray for him. Australian news. Kirby's
resignation from the Rectorship of the Irish College came as
no surprise, etc. 3pp

579 [...] October Holograph letter from Reginald H. Bridge, Manly, to Kirby:
1891 Lengthy personal letter giving some details of life in
Australia, etc. 12pp

580 1 November Holograph letter from Suor Maria Pia Cetti, Tivoli, to
1891 Kirby: Writer had hoped to have been able to call
personally on Kirby, but finds this impossible. Personal
letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]. 3pp
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581

582

583

584

585

4 November
1891

4 November
1891

5 November
1891

6 November
1891

7 November
1891

Holograph letter from Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer gives high praise to his Bishop, Dr.
McGivern, saying - "You can tell His Holiness, no bishop in
Ireland has worked harder for God's glory and for the
welfare of our holy religion both generally and particularly
since he became a bishop ..." Gives some details of his
work - his dealings with Parnell, etc. Writer is delighted that
Kirby has got the assistance of his 'old class -fellow, Father
Kelly'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
The writer has put money order for 80,000 lire, in a separate
envelope addressed to Fr. Kelly 'for greater security'. This is
the Peter's Pence for 1890 and 1891. Explains the delay in
sending that for 1890. Encloses in Kirby's letter one for the
Pope, telling him that it contains information regarding
course of events in Ireland - recent election at Kilkenny,
regarding Parnellites, etc. Corrects 'monstrous
misrepresentation in the Osservatore Romano, representing
the convention at Kilkenny as a disorderly tumultuous
assembly' - also predicts great triumph this week at Cork. Is
sure the Pope will show Kirby this letter, but feels it is as
well for him to know what is in it. Writer asks Kirby to tell
Dr. Brownrigg about it but otherwise to keep it private. 4pp

Holograph letter from "Yanyna' [Carrobelli], [], to Kirby:
Writer and her Mother wish to know how Kirby is, etc.
Personal and spiritual letter. [French]. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:

As writer transmitted drafts to Kirby a fortnight previously,
having received no acknowledgement he fears that they
went astray. Asks Kirby to send him a note to say if they
were received. Hopes young men he sent are doing well. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. W. O'Callaghan, Tralee, to
Kirby: Bishop Coffey has directed the writer to send Kirby
enclosed petition for presentation 'at the proper place'. 1p
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586

587

588

589

7 November
1891

8 November
1891

9 November
1891

10 November
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Austin Carroll, Selma, Ala., to
Kirby: Writer gives personal and convent news. Now has
charge of a province, as New Orleans is well established - 3
houses, 700 pupils, the nuns teach 'blacks and mulattoes'.
Many Irish there who have lost the Faith as there was no
church and no priest when they first came. Nuns trying to
get some of the children back. If Pope knew what the
Sisters of Mercy are trying to do, writer thinks he would
send them a special blessing. Previous blessing, sent
through Kirby, was for New Orleans. Would like to know
cost of picture since, when possible, she would like a copy
for each of their houses. Many Italians locally, and writer
wishes some good, well-educated, Roman girls would come
and enter the Order so as to help with them. They have 8
postulants, while 3 more are on the way to join them, but
they need all they can get. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary J.B. Hackett, Waterford,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for privilege obtained. Asks
his blessing for Sisters and the children in their three
Ursuline schools. Praying for a good and holy Bishop.
Devotion to Sacred Heart is making good progress in
Waterford. City 'sadly disturbed lately by a small but noisy
party, whose rude conduct occasioned much disorder." 4pp

Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Regarding recent election in Cork - writer believes that Mr.
Flavin is a good Catholic. During week before the election
he did not attend any political meetings, as he was at the
retreat at St. Vincent's church of the Society of the Sacred
Heart, of which he is Vice President. Election one of great
excitement. 'It was in reality between the Fenians their
friends and dupes, and the Irish party among whom is to be
found all that is good in the country." 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties, as enclosed, and
as there is a chance that the faculties were exercised after
they had expired he asks also for a 'Sanatio’ etc. Everything
going satisfactorily in the diocese. 4pp
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590

591

592

593

594

595

596

597

10 November
1891

10 November
1891

10 November
1891

11 November
1891

12 November
1891

12 November
1891

12 November
1891

13 November
1891

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Philip, Florence, to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. 8pp

Holograph letter from Wm. F. O'Grady, Limerick, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of recent death of writer's
Mother, and family poverty and troubles. 5pp

Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow, to Kirby: Writer
encloses petition for Propaganda, asking to be sent the
reply - asking also that Kirby will appoint some priest to do
the writer's 'ad limina' visit for him before the end of the
year, in accordance with the permission obtained - wants
the Pope to know the grief of his Irish children over his
affliction, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, Denver, U.S.A., to
Kirby: Personal letter, telling of the bad crossing he and his
wife had, and giving their impressions of America, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Francesca, [], to Kirby: Personal
letter and spiritual matters, etc. [Italian]. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John Healy, Ballinasloe, to Kirby:
Writer encloses amount collected for the Holy Places. 1p

Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter, with
apologies for its length. [Italian]. 4pp
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598

599

600

601

602

14 November
1891

15 November
1891

16 November
1891

17 November
1891

17 November
1891

Holograph letter from +James Murray, West Maitland, to
his clergy. A circular letter to 'the Catholic Clergy of the
Diocese of Maitland', regarding the Novena in honour of the
Feast of the Immaculate Conception - gives details of
indulgences, etc. Enclosing copies of list of churches in
which the 'Forty Hours' Devotion and Exposition of the
Most Holy Sacrament are to be carried out this year' -
regarding the Real Presence etc. Reminds the clergy that the
Conference of the Clergy, postponed because of illness
among the priests, is to be held on 9th and 10th December
next. Calls their attention also to 'the various decrees of the
Plenary Council of Sydney on marriage, and especially on
mixed marriages, which are to be read and explained to the
people each year on the Second Sunday after the Epiphany'.
Also enclosed are 'Abstract of Quarterly Returns from the
Primary Schools' and 'from the High Schools' for the
'Quarter ending 26th September, 1891'. 3 items

Holograph letter from Reginald Bridge, Manly, to Kirby:
Long personal letter from an ex-student. 8pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Bernard, Birmingham, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for blessed picture of Our Lady
of Mercy and asks him for small engravings which have not
so far arrived. Will be anxious to hear what amount is due,
etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P.F. Flynn, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for cameo and blessing of Pope for
Presentation Sisters' bazaar etc. Trusts that God will send
them 'an able and determined' man as bishop - priests are
good, but writer thinks it is unfortunate that the bishops
have been such old men and 'not sufficiently strong minded
to leave the old lines, and break new ground ... " 4pp

Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter, regarding
‘gita’ of writer's brother in Tivoli, etc. [Italian]. 4pp
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603

604

605

606

17 November
1891

18 November
1891

19 November
1891

c. 20
November
1891

Holograph letter from H.G. Armstrong, Camperdown, to
Kirby: Personal letter from Henrietta Armstrong, neé
O'Callaghan, whom Kirby received into the Church 20
years previously, asking for Dr. Brady's address. 3pp

Holograph letter from Conte Polit. Glamini, Recanati, to
Kirby: Among the books left by the writer's "illustrious
fellow citizen, Cardinal Nina' and recommended for sale is
one which may interest Kirby, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Giuseppa, [], to Kirby: Personal
letter, thanking Kirby for his kindness and hoping to hear
how he is. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Filippo Ma. Strambi, [], to Kirby:
Writer offers a book for the College library. Kirby notes
that he replied on the 21st. [Italian]. 1p

2496



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
607

608

609

610

20 November
1891

20 November
1891

22 November
1891

23 November
1891

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges letter from Pope brought to him by
Bishop of Dromore. Feels it is better not to write direct so
soon again, and therefore asks Kirby to tell the Pope 'that
there will not be the slightest difficulty in checking any
tendency to revive the old agitation on the subject of the
Decree, if we get information as to where the agitation is
supposed to exist'. If writer knew this, he could deal
confidentially through Bishop concerned - 'There is no other
effective way of doing it." Writer also asks Kirby to tell the
Pope that until he sees clear evidence on the point he will be
very doubtful as to the truth of the statements made. Saying,
‘The following points are indisputable' as far as he has ‘any
knowledge of Irish affairs', writer states categorically that
since the issue of the Decree, no case of any sort of starting
Plan of Campaign has occurred - mentions the only attempt
at starting it in the Diocese of Kerry, in lifetime of late
Bishop and it failed absolutely. Then, regarding collections
made for evicted tenants, he gives in detail what conditions
are insisted upon before any collection is made, etc. As far
as he knows, 'these conditions are faithfully carried out in
the letter and in the spirit." The letter concludes. 'But it is
essential we should have definite confidential information if
there is anything suspected of being wrong'. 4pp

Holograph letter from '‘Janyna’ [Carrobelli], Compassion, to
Kirby: Wishes to know how Kirby is, and asks question on
a spiritual matter. [French]. 3pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Writer gives news of his journey home from Rome. Letter
for Archbishop Walsh has been delivered. Sisters of Mercy,
Newry, overjoyed at receiving Kirby's 'rich donation' to
them, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Francesca di S. Chiara, [], to
Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for his charity, etc.
[Italian]. 1p

2497



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
611 23 November Holograph letter from S. Ma. Giacinta de SS Cuori, S.
1891 Bernardino, to Kirby: Writing on behalf of the Mother
Abbess, who is staying in bed on the orders of her doctor,
Sister M. Giacinta gives news of 'the good Sister Ma.
Francesca', etc. [Italian]. 1p
612 24 November Holograph letter from Rev. B. FitzPatrick, Clonliffe, to
1891 Kirby: Writer explains delay in replying to Kirby: Is
delighted to hear that things are going well under direction
of Fr. Kelly - speaks highly of him, and how the College
has been 'blessed’ in having him. Local news. 4pp
613 25 November Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to

1891

Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to look over enclosed and, if all
right, to hand it to Mgr. Persico. Marist Sisters of Carrick-
on-Shannon most grateful for privilege of receiving Holy
Communion on Christmas Eve. Writer asks Apostolic
Benediction for Sisters of Mercy, Longford, on their school
children, and especially for their Superioress, Mother M.
Joseph Howley, who on 18 December will have completed
25 years as a religious - inquires as to ceremony to be used
in imparting it, etc. Asks special prayers for himself and his
flock on the same day, the 18 December, as on that day he
will be 50 years a priest, and Christmas Day the 50th
anniversary of his first Mass. Asks his student, Mr.
Newman, to pray for him on 18 December, and sends him
his blessing. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

614

615

26 November
1891

26 November
1891

Holograph letter from Rev. D. O'Loan, Maynooth, to Father
Kelly. Regarding controversy earlier in the year regarding
missionary bishops and Irish bishops in particular having
power to establish Sodality of the Living Rosary. Writer got
in touch with Archbishop Kirby, asking him 'to obtain
authentic information on the point from the Congregation
itself', but his secretary replied, saying that the inquirer
should forward the question in his own name. As he is
anxious to establish one or two confraternities among the
students, has no faculties to do so himself, and Irish bishops
‘are slow to give faculties’, writer now asks Fr. Kelly to
obtain for him 'the usual Propaganda faculties for
Confraternities, Beads, Scapulars etc.' Irish news.
'Parnellism is dead, but the publicans - your friends? - and
the would be aristocrats still hold on by it. But itis only a
matter of time to stamp it out.' Regarding coming
appointment to Waterford, for some time everyone expected
it to be given to Monsignor Browne, 'but expectation has
cooled, and strong doubts are now entertained’. 4pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Rome, to
Kirby: Regarding Sydney paper, 'Morning Herald',
'Protestant and very anti-Catholic', in which appeared the
report of 'a most excellent discourse’ by Cardinal
Archbishop in presence of distinguished company at annual
commemoration of St. John's College within University of
Sydney, on education. Writer has asked Brother Leo, of the
Christian Schools, to translate it into Italian, feeling that it
would do immense good 'in poor distracted Italy'. As,
however, he cannot find his copy of the paper, he asks
Kirby to send him a copy with the discourse in it. Kirby will
be glad to hear, he thinks, that he has decided to produce an
Italian version of his book on Our Lady of Good Counsel,
which Kirby read in English, gives reasons and details, etc.
News etc. regarding Passionists, 'men of God if there are
any'. Rest of letter concerned mainly with visit to
Switzerland and Irish and other saints - St. Columbanus, St.
Charles Borromeo, etc. 12pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
616

617

618

619

620

27 November
1891

28 November
1891

28 November
1891

29 November
1891

30 November
1891

Holograph letter from A.F. Canon Scully, Hospital, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain a prize from the Pope for
their forthcoming bazaar in aid of a new convent. He writes
'with the approval and blessing' of his Bishop. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Concetta Schiavetti, Rome, to
Kirby: When the writer returned home on Thursday she was
told that Kirby had visited them. She had had to go out on a
most urgent matter. Personal news, etc. Hopes that Kirby
will remain in perfect health for a long time, etc. [Italian].

2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Bernard Kelly,
Birmingham, to Kirby: Grateful thanks for picture of Our
Lady of Mercy. Would like photograph of Kirby. Oratory
being prepared for solemn erection of painting on Feast of
the Immaculate Conception, the day on which the writer -
who entered the convent a few weeks after it was founded -
celebrates her Golden Jubilee. Regarding number of small
engravings, there are not enough - 25 sent, while there are
40 Sisters. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Emmanuel Russell, Newry, to
Kirby: Writer expresses gratitude for painting of the Mother
of Mercy, which the Bishop brought them from Kirby.
More regarding the painting, and also that sent to their
Mother House in Baggot Street, Dublin, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from President of the 'Primaria
Associazione Cattolica Artistica ed Operaia’, Rome, to
Kirby: In the coming month, on the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, the 20th anniversary of the founding of their
Society will be celebrated. Some details. Asks Kirby's help.
[Italian]. 2pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
621

622

1 December
1891

1 December
1891

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford,
to Kirby: Writer is grateful to Kirby for his interesting letter
and for obtaining for the convent of Mercy the privilege of
reserving the Blessed Sacrament in the little convent in the
workhouse - regarding difficulties in complying with
conditions imposed. Writer reminds Kirby that she
celebrates her Silver Jubilee on December 18. Sends him a
draft for three pounds for Masses. Mentions Bishop's
Golden Jubilee on the same day, the December 18, and says
that he may not have asked for it himself, but she knows
that nothing could give him ‘a more agreeable surprise' than
if Kirby should obtain for him the Papal Blessing - gives
some details of work the Bishop does. 6pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Press report 'of the special compliment paid to a certain
Episcopal friend of ours on the occasion of his recent visit
to Rome must, of course, be taken as a plain indication of
the "animus" of "some" very influential persons
immediately surrounding the Holy Father’, says the writer,
as he asks Kirby to explain matters to the Pope. He
suggests, that as 'the Bishop of Ossory is at present in Rome
and as he was the first Bishop on whom the brunt of an
election in the Parnellite dispute fell, the opportunity might
be taken of paying "him" a similar compliment. This would
take all the sting out of the other affair. But if some such
step be not taken, we shall be all powerless in the face of
those who contend that the Holy See, even in its official
acts, is moved mainly by political considerations." Writer
goes on to say that it is obvious that Dr. O'Dwyer 'has been
singled out in this way because of his unvarying course of
opposition to his brethren in the Episcopacy' and had the
rest of the Irish bishops 'been guilty of acting with the
incredible folly displayed by him since his appointment,
Ireland would have lain helpless in the hands of Parnell’.
Praises Dr. Brownrigg. Insists that if something is not done,
'the recent proceeding will be bitterly resented, and in ways
that we can as yet have but little conception of. ' 4pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
623 2 December Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
1891 Sisters of Mercy want a Privileged Altar. Writer has done as
Kirby wished 'in the appointment of Fr. Kearns as P.P. of
Clonduff. Providence prepared the way, and | feel that
Providence will keep it smooth'. 2pp
624 3 December Holograph letter from A. Helen Murphy, London, to Kirby:
1891 Regarding desire of writer and her daughter to enter the
Carmelite convent at Wells, Somerset, and enclosing reply
to her letter to the Prioress. Asks Kirby to write a few lines
to the Prioress, recommending them, and desiring him to
keep their intention secret even from their 'mutual friend
Mother Imelda’. 8pp
625 3 December Holograph letter from ‘Janyna’ [Carrobelli], Compassion, to
1891 Kirby: Personal note. [French]. 2pp
626 6 December Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
1891 Kirby: With respect to Monsignor Kirby, Archbishop of
Ephesus - affirmative. Includes note in Kirby's handwriting
stating that H.H. appointed Bishop of Ossory assistant at the
Throne.' 1p
627 7 December Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
1891 Picture of the Sacred Heart has arrived and has been
forwarded to Mr. Flavin who, however, has been seriously
ill and may not have been able to thank Kirby. He felt
‘pleased and honoured' that Kirby should take an interest in
his election. Local news. 4pp
628 8 December Holograph letter from Mary A. Mulcahy, Pallaskenry to
1891 Mother Imelda. Father Bourke is seriously ill and has

received the Last Sacraments, since when he is slightly
better. Writer asks prayers of Community that he may have
a happy death. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
629

630

631

632

633

8 December
1891

8 December
1891

9 December
1891

9 December
1891

9 December
1891

Holograph letter from Suor Ma. Caterina Lorio, Rome, to
Kirby: Since Kirby's return to Rome writer has wished to
call to pay her respects to him, but could not manage it -
now with the approach of the great feast, she wishes him all
happiness, remembering his great goodness to them. She
asks him not to forget them in the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes, Poor Clares,
Kenmare to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. A
collection has been taken up by the convents for Sisters of
Assisi and Orvieto, for whom Mother Abbess is sending by
the same post nine pounds - details. Asks Kirby to obtain
papal blessing for Leo Larkin, recently born grandchild of
great personal friend. Asks also Kirby's blessings and

prayers. 8pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Enclosing four petitions for dispensation. 2pp

Holograph letter from Maurice Lenihan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby for help ‘just at this great and
blessed coming season' - being close on his 82nd year, his
‘course through the hardships of life has been that of a
struggle'. Irish news. 2pp

Holograph letter from Mary Frost Ormsby, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer describes her vain attempts to see the Pope, on the
letter given her by Kirby. Vatican officials very rude. 4pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1891 /
634 9 December Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
1891 Writer thanks Kirby for his prompt action regarding
Assistant to the Throne, Bishop of Ossory, and has 'no
doubt that what has now been done will to some extent allay
the feeling'. There should be no need for this watchfulness,
however, to prevent mistakes being made by Rome "and to
try to undo the effects of them when they have been made'.
A 'friendly sympathetic feeling' would be a safeguard in
itself. Irish news. Attack on writer, etc. 4pp
634 a 9 December Holograph letter from Ma. Filomena Saccioni, Ascoli, to
1891 Kirby: Writing on the approach of the great festival,
assuring Kirby that she and the Community will never
forget his great goodness to them. Asks him to pray for her
'poor Community', etc. 2pp
635 10 December Holograph letter from Monsignor Valeriano Sebastiani,
1891 Rome, to Kirby: Asking Kirby if he will confirm some boys
at St. Joseph's the following Monday at 11.30 a.m. [Italian].
1p
636 10 December Holograph letter from Dr. Elena Ambrosetti di S. Geltrude,
1891 Arezzo, to Kirby: Personal letter, asking for help, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp
637 10 December Holograph letter from [], Dunedin, to Kirby: Personal letter
1891 from a Dominican nun. [Letter incomplete]. 4pp
638 10 December Holograph letter from +John Walsh, Toronto, to Kirby:

1891

Introducing Fred Henry, a Catholic architect, visiting Rome.
Ip
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
639

640

641

642

643

644

12 December
1891

12 December
1891

12 December
1891

13 December
1891

17 December
1891

17 December
1891

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick, to Kirby:
An Address from the Confraternities of the Holy Family to
the Pope not having arrived during writer's visit to Rome,
he has asked that when it does arrive it should be given to
Kirby, whom he requests to present it to the Pope, obtaining
his blessing - especially on Fr. Vassall, the Spiritual
Director. Gives news of cordial reception by his people on
his return, and 'most magnificently attended mission’ etc.

4pp

Holograph letter from M.H. Gill and Son, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding Kirby's book and copies for himself, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. M.L. Kernan, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer asks papal blessing on new house opened as
novitiate - details how property was obtained, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Longish letter regarding writer's difficulties - young priest
who has turned against them - feels she has Kirby's
sympathy, but is sorry that she has lost the Bishop's.
Regarding devotion to Our Blessed Lady as Spouse of the
Holy Ghost, etc. Has seen in London various priests who
are interested, including Fr. Keneolm Vaughan and the
Bishop of Southwark. Wishes her own Bishop would let
them have a Confraternity for which they have asked for 14
years. 6pp

Holograph letter from [], Arezzo, to Kirby: Personal note.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from M.A. Mulcahy, Pallaskenry, to
Kirby: Fr. Bourke has asked writer to send enclosed letter
from Courtrai regarding health of Margaret Kirby. Thanks
Kirby for his letter. News of Fr. Bourke who is now out of
danger. 5pp

2505



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /

645

646

647

648

649

17 December
1891

17 December
1891

17 December

1891

17 December
1891

17 December
1891

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer encloses Peter's Pence, and also cheque as 'a little
Christmas box' for Kirby. Gills have sent writer copy of
Kirby's book. Everything quiet in Ireland, except in
Waterford where an election is pending - mob there strong
in favour of Parnellites, but writer thinks Nationalists will
carry the election. Another problem looming, compulsory
education - he and many priests fear a body of the Bishops
is in favour of it. Writer thinks it is only 'the thin edge of the
wedge for the purpose of completely secularizing the
schools'. Believes that day when the Queen signs
compulsory and free Education Act for Ireland, influence of
the clergy in the schools 'is domed'. If Bishops acted
unanimously it would never be passed. Asks Kirby to let
Propaganda know what he, the writer thinks. If ‘they remain
passive, they will have only themselves to blame when the
crash comes'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Canon Scully, Hospital, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for cameo from Pope for bazaar and for
blessing, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Kate Aherne, Rome, to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for making it possible for her to receive Pope's
blessing at Vatican. Tells of her desire to get the Pope to
pray ‘for the conversion of the devils', mentioning advice,
letter, medals, etc. she has received from various priests,
prelates, etc. 44

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Gertrude O'Hagan, Lurgan,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for picture of Sacred Heart
taken them by Bishop McGivern. Convent news etc. Is
sending parcel containing warm clothing to match that left
by the Bishop in Rome. 5pp

Holograph letter from ‘Preziosi Anna’', Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter. Writer could not let these Christmas days
pass without writing. She prays much for Kirby. Gives
praise to her Institute and its education, etc. 2pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
650

651

652

653

654

18 December
1891

18 December
1891

18 December
1891

20 December
1891

20 December
1891

Holograph letter from Cecily Bele, Piperno, to Kirby:
Personal note, thanking Kirby for engravings and blessing,
etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. Seeks advice
regarding faculties. Many portable Altar stones are without
relics. He thinks permission was given for their use during
penal times when it was difficult to obtain relics. Has writer
the faculty to have the stones cut and relics inserted, etc.?

4pp

Holograph letter from Bianca Minghetti, Rome, to Kirby:
The 15th December writer had the happiness to make her
First Communion, and hopes that Kirby remembered, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal note. Writer
prays for Kirby, and begs him not to forget her in his
prayers. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to consecrate Chalice brought to
him and gives reasons. Sends 2 copies of Pope's book on the
"Practice of Humility", which has made a great impression
on him. Gladstone also received a copy through his cousin,
and certainly read it as writer saw a quotation from it in one
of his speeches. Sends also pictures of Our Lady. Tells of
wonderful favours granted by Our Lady of Good Counsel,
etc. Regarding state of Ireland and politics there and in
England, etc. 8pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
655

656

657

658

659

21 December
1891

21 December
1891

22 December
1891

23 December
1891

23 December
1891

Holograph letter from A. Helen Murphy, Marseille, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the recommendation to the
Carmelite nuns at Wells, but just as she and her daughter
Helen were preparing to enter, her other daughter, Edith,
became seriously ill and they have been told that she must
get 'no shock or surprise of any kind'. Always delicate, she
has depended much on Helen and her Mother, etc. 5pp

Holograph letter from Amelia Cianchi 'per tutte', Rome, to
Kirby: Personal note. The happy memories of Kirby remain
always in their hearts. They never forget him for a day.
They send felicitations for Christmas. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Canon Brosnan, Caherviceen, to
Kirby: Writer sends latest views taken of his new church,
asking Kirby to obtain Pope's blessing on it. Regarding new
railway being built. Would like Kirby to visit Ireland and
Caherciveen. Would also like directory, of the coming year
of names etc. of Hierarchy of Church. Has received Kirby's
book, which will be his 'manual’ for this new year. 4pp

Holograph letter from +M.A. Corrigan, New York, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter and for the
unexpected honour conferred on his 'poor words', that they
would be translated and made known to the Pope. Praises
devotion to the Vicar of Christ. Thanks for copy of paper
given Kirby by Pope. Regrets that although he has written
several times to Kirby's nephew, he has had no success, but
he will make yet another attempt to get him to come and see
him. 2pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Sisters of Mercy are most grateful for Privileged Altar.
Writer finds one faculty missing from those bestowed on
him and his clergy, and asks Kirby to obtain it for them.
Will be very grateful to receive promised book. 2pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
660

661

662

663

664

23 December
1891

23 December

1891

23 December
1891

23 December
1891

23 December
1891

Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervio, to Kirby: Personal
note regarding coming Christmas season, etc. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Charles Lawless, Dublin, to
Kirby: Christmas greetings. Writer has just received copy of
Kirby's book, which delights him. Would like rosary
blessed by Pope with indulgence of 500 days. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Crotty, Dundee, to
Kirby: Writer explains difficulty in parish where there are ‘a
few Italian young lads' of between 10 and 16 years of age,
who have not been to confession and do not know their
catechism. They speak little English. Writer asks Kirby to
let him have catechism in use in Italian schools, etc. Local
news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Meurin, Port Louis, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and for trouble taken in
sending his Ethics to Fr. P. Crotty. However, his letter to
Kirby must have been 'defectuous’, as the copy given in
writer's name to Monsignor O'Callaghan, Rome, bore an
inscription to the O'Callaghan, Kirby gave him as assistant
for correcting his Ethics at Tivoli, and not for Monsignor
O'Callaghan, ‘who will wonder what for I am thankful to
him, as my inscription says'. Writer would like to know the
address of 'that "little” O'Callaghan’, to whom he wishes to
send another copy in gratitude. He believes he was destined
for the diocese of Cardinal Moran in Australia. 4pp

Holograph letter from +A. Brownrigg, Kilkenny, to Kirby:
Writer apologizes for delay in writing, giving reasons. He
was astonished on reaching London to find the honour
awaiting him, which he could not understand - on reaching
Dublin he 'learned the real state of the case’, which took
away nine tenths of its value, although leaving him still
grateful for it, especially to Archbishop Walsh [see
KIR/1891/622 and /634]. Writer thinks his wise action will
help situation in Ireland. Result of Waterford election
eagerly awaited. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
665

666

667

668

669

670

671

24 December
1891

24 December
1891

c. 25
December
1891

Christmas
1891

27 December
1891

27 December
1891

28 December
1891

Holograph letter from Little Company of Mary, Rome, to
Kirby: Wishing Kirby seasonal greetings, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer has received from M.H. Gill a 'beautiful presentation
copy' of Kirby's book, which he praises highly. Sees from
the press that Canon Sheehan has been appointed to See of
Waterford, and from a telegram just received that John
Redmond has been returned Member for Waterford with a
majority of 274 over Michael Davitt. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Maria Chiara di Gesu, [] to Kirby:
The 'poor' Capuchins' send Christmas greetings to Kirby -
ask for help. [Italian]. 1p

Printed leaflets: Four printed leaflets advertising 'The
Birthday Book of the Sacred Heart'. 1p

Holograph letter from +N. Donnelly, Dublin, to Kirby: On
the feast of Sant John, first Archbishop of Ephesus, writer
thanks Kirby for the 'most welcome Christmas gift' of his
book, which he received from the publishers. Greetings for
his birthday on the 1st January etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby: Writer
has received from publishers a copy of Kirby's book, and he
intends using it to give a 3-day retreat. He expected that the
venerable Bishop of Killala would soon convene his clergy
with a view to arrange the election of a coadjutor. There is
not one priest in Killala who is fit to rule a diocese, let alone
that of Killala itself, which is in a very divided,
unsatisfactory state. Urgent need of a competent coadjutor -
if Kirby can hasten the appointment, he ‘will be preventing
sin and scandal by doing so'. 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Francesca, [], to Kirby: Personal
letter - writer's health - spiritual matters. [Italian]. 4pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
672

673

674

675

676

677

28 December
1891

28 December

1891

28 December
1891

28 December
1891

28 December

1891

28 December
1891

Draft letter [in Kirby's handwriting] to the Holy Father:
Regarding his approaching death, now that he is in his 89th
year - praying for a good death, etc. Kirby notes at the end
of the letter that the letter was sent. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gertrude, Listowel, to
Kirby: Personal letter of Birthday greetings, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from W. St. John Cassell, London, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and cards. Personal
and family news, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer encloses ten pounds as ‘a small birthday gift'
and, having added a pound to the cheque, asks Kirby to
send him photographs of writer, giving details. Thanks
Kirby for obtaining papal blessing for him on his 50th
anniversary - would it be all right if he wrote to thank him
personally?. News of Mercy convent and Kirby's little
niece, Kate Brennan, who read an Address to him on his
Jubilee. Asks prayers for Dr. Eugene O'Connell, just dead,
etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter. Thanks Kirby for writing. Speaks of
his earnest wish to work for the good of the Passionists,
whom he admires so much. Mentions letter forwarded by
Kirby which is from an old penitent in Australia, etc. 8pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Birthday greetings. Peter's Pence draft for £603.0.0
and another £10 for Kirby enclosed. Writer thanks Kirby for
the presentation copy of his book, which he praises. Asks
Pope's blessing on self and flock. 4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
678

679

680

681

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

Holograph letter from +Barth Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Regarding 'important matter' writer forgot in
previous letter - i.e. Archdeacon O'Flanagan, a most
excellent man, who renounced all claim to the Deanship on
learning that the honour had been sought by the former
Bishop, unknown to writer who, when he succeeded, sought
it for the Archdeacon. On informing Dr. O'Flanagan of his
mistake and that the honour had been asked for by the
former Bishop for another, the Archdeacon 'most kindly
surrendered any right he had to the Deanship'. This, the
writer feels, should also be remembered in his favour, as
well as his long service in the Church. If, as writer hopes,
Dr. O'Flanagan is appointed by the Pope, will it be
necessary to have special powers to appoint his successor?
If so, would Kirby be so good as to get these powers for the
writer. Thanks Kirby for the copy of his book, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from Ginaldo Auges, Vatican, to Kirby:
The previous day the writer lost no time in presenting
Kirby's letter to the Holy Father [see KIR/1891/672], who
with paternal affection imparted his Apostolic Benediction.

1p

Holograph letter from Mary Brennan, Inchicore, to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Carey, Adm., Ennis, to
Kirby: Regarding marriage dispensation already applied
for - gives reasons for urgency, mentioning that his Bishop,
Dr. MacRedmond, has consented to his name being used.

4pp
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KIR/ 1891 /
682

683

684

685

686

687

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

29 December
1891

30 December
1891

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for presentation copy of his
book - had already ordered one, which he then presented to
Fr. Culhane, and has sent another to Fr. Vincent Dwyer of
Maitland. Writer hopes to begin the new year with the
meditations in the book. Fr. Bourke of Pallaskenry is now
well on the road to recovery. Maurice Lenihan, who always
speaks of Kirby when they meet, claims to be his oldest
acquaintance. Great mission lately. Hardly a sign of drink
on Christmas Day or St. Stephen's. Writer's own life is just
one day similar to another. 4pp.

Holograph letter from [], Caldwell, N.J., to Kirby: Personal
letter from a niece. [last page missing] 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary J. Brennan, Dublin, to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Gaetana Pagnano, Alvito, to Kirby:
Personal letter - writer hopes that the new year will be
followed by many others for Kirby, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer encloses a 'small token' of his lasting regards etc.
Thanks Kirby for copy of book, which he praises highly. 1p

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: As it has occurred to the writer that it may be
necessary to submit three names for vacant Deanship, he
now sends - in addition to that of Archdeacon O'Flanagan -
those of Canon James Reynolds. P.P., V.F., and Canon
Monahan, P.P., V.G. Both are excellent priests, but for
various reasons he thinks Archdeacon Nicholas O'Flanagan,
is the most eligible. 1p
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
688

689

690

691

30 December
1891

30 December
1891

30 December
1891

31 December
1891

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letters, and 'especially for the last'
which has just arrived. Explains how 'secret’ of his Silver
Jubilee leaked to the press. Birthday greetings. 'Mr.
Redmond's return for Waterford will not do much harm. It
has brought out in a more striking way the understanding
and sympathy between the Coercionists and Factionists, and
this will tend to discredit the latter." Open agitation for
compulsory education has been abandoned, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Le Suore della Compas, Rocca di
Pappa, to Kirby: Personal letter. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Helen Murphy, Marseille, to Kirby:
Personal letter. Family news. Gratitude, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from M.H. Gill and Son, Dublin, to Kirby:
Returning Kirby's ‘old copy of the "Meditations™ ', as he
asked, explaining how it was necessary to take it apart for
the printing, but how it was kept clean and rebound. 1p
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1891 /
692

693

KIR/1892/
1

31 December
1891

1891

1 January
1892

2 January
1892

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his book which he hopes will be but
the first of many. Gives some details of Lord Salisbury's
‘wonderful tribute to the influence of the Church' in Ireland,
although indeed, Salisbury thought he was attacking, not
praising. However, after saying how Archbishop Walsh had
turned the tide against Parnell so easily, after unsuccessful
efforts of British Government, he went on to say that in
acting as the bishops had done, they were defying the head
of their Church. At first the writer did not mind much, but
he sees now a more serious side to it. The Protestant press
has taken it up, and the "Dublin Evening Mail" reminded its
readers that Salisbury was Foreign Secretary, as well as
Prime Minister, and 'has special means of knowing how the
Pope's sympathies really lie'. This is doing harm by
encouraging Parnellism... Asks if it would be prudent to
sue Salisbury for libel, as libel it is, and Salisbury who
‘could not even attempt to set up any proof of his words,
would be condemned by any English jury'. Writer has no
doubt that he would win the case, and it would give an
opportunity for a 'public refutation of all the false
statements which the English Tory papers have been
circulating to the discredit of the Irish priesthood.' 8pp

Handwritten list of charitable grants [by Kirby]: Outlines
amounts, articles, food donated, etc. made month by month
during 1891 [by the Irish College], with a recapitulation for
the whole year. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Thos. McNamara, Blackrock,
Dublin, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for presentation of
book, which he praises. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Philip, Florence, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of illness of Reverend Mother,
the Foundress of the Blue Nuns and herself. 3pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1892 /
3 3 January Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for 'meditations’, which he praises -
thanks him also for expedition of dispensations - recalls
year ago when he knelt at the Pope's feet. 3pp
4 4 January Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel Courtney, Kilrush, to
1892 Kirby: Bishop McRedmond directs writer to send enclosed
application for dispensation. 1p
5 7 January Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses draft for £373.15.9, Peter's Pence, asking
Pope's blessing - encloses also draft as 'a slight
acknowledgement' of Kirby's services during past year.
Thanks him for presentation copy of book. Mentions
compulsory education ‘and consequent school boards and
secular schools' which writer says is a grave danger to
children's faith, especially in his diocese where Catholics
number only a fourth of the population. 4pp
6 8 January Holograph letter from +Ignatius Persico, Archbishop of
1892 Damiatha [Tamiathis], Rome, to Kirby: Acknowledges with
thanks copy of Kirby's book. 1p
7 8 January Holograph letter from [], Pallaskenry, to Kirby: Writer
1892 thanks Kirby for letter received on eve of the Epiphany, just

at the removal of 'the remains of our poor dear friend and
P.P. Fr. Bourke to the Chapel'. Writer gives details of the
death, which occurred at 3 a.m. on 5 January. 4pp

2516



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
8

10

11

8 January
1892

9 January
1892

9 January
1892

10 January
1892

11 January
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. W. McFeely, Buncrana, to
Kirby: Although Kirby is no longer Rector of the Irish
College, writer 'cannot possibly sever' in his mind his
connection ‘with the dear old Alma Mater', having always
thought of Kirby and the College together. Asks advice on a
diocesan matter, namely a mandate by late Bishop that all
curates should be under same obligation as parish priests of
saying Mass 'pro populo’, and mandate by present Bishop
which goes even further, saying that Mass must be said 'pro
defuncto’ by the priest attending a funeral, but forbidding
him to receive an honorarium for the Mass. Gives details.
Asks Kirby if he thinks fit, to take the matter up with
Propaganda or advise writer the best way to do so, etc.
Encloses order for Mass intentions, with details. 7pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for gift of book. Just about to
make annual retreat. Personal news, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter with additional faculties, and
also for copy of his book. 1p

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. Mentions new
Cardinal. Everyone praying for 'the success of the
pilgrimage’, although few will risk crossing the Alps in the
present dreadful weather, while not many priests can be
spared. 3pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick, to Kirby:
Regarding the death of Fr. Bourke, 'l have lost in him one
who was a bright and striking example of every priestly
virtue..." Fr Bourke formally administered the trust for
Kirby's nieces in conjunction with the writer. The writer
asks Kirby whom he would like to administer the trust in
future. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /

12

13

14

11 January
1892

12 January
1892

13 January
1892

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
As Pope does not think course suggested by writer would be
wise, the matter must be dropped, as 'The other course
would be simply ruinous'. No Irish bishop would take the
responsibility of inviting interference of the Holy See with
the English Government ‘on any matter whatsoever'. Writer
does not doubt the Government would be delighted to be
approached but explains what, in his opinion, would
certainly result. Reminds Kirby that his application for
details of matters complained of regarding certain laymen,
the Pope having asked him to use his influence 'to have
them kept from treating the authority of the Holy See with
disrespect’. The Pope's name and his office have been 'kept
out of the present trouble’, and writer will not be responsible
for involving H.H. now, 'especially in the way suggested'.
Includes draft from Kirby to Pope, dated 14.1.92 in Italian.
[On back Kirby mentions, in another draft, the election of
+Sheahan]. 6pp

Holograph letter from Frank J. Dunne, Dublin, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of death of writer's father, Dr.
David Basil Dunne, on 10 January, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow, to Kirby: Writer
encloses petitions for presentation. Gives details of having
to remove two priests for intemperance, while two others
have died. Regarding letter of Prefect of Propaganda
regarding Miss O'Callaghan - before receiving it, writer had
agreed to her relinquishing her claim on Kilkenny convent
‘on receiving a pension, but she would not consent’. Writer
feels that she has a just claim - gives details etc. Cardinal
asked writer if the vows of the Presentation Order were
solemn, and he thinks they are not. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /

15

16

17

18

19

13 January
1892

13 January
1892

13 January
1892

14 January
1892

14 January
1892

Holograph letter from +Barth Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining rescript for Dr.
Nicholas O'Flanagan - encloses letter for Pope, asking
Kirby to read it and, if suitable, to hand it, or forward it, to
H.H. Encloses also draft for £190, Peter's Pence for 1891.
Regarding Feast of St. Brigid on vigil of the Purification
which is a fast day for Sisters of Mercy etc., writer asks
Kirby to obtain transfer of fast to the preceding day, 31
January. 3pp

Holograph letter from Fred Henry, Nice, to Kirby: Writer
has a letter for Kirby from the Archbishop of Toronto. Has
'taken the liberty' of giving College address to friends as he
does not know where he will be staying in Rome - hopes
Kirby will not mind. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M.L. Keenan, Dublin, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for Pope's blessing and for
painting of the Mother of Mercy - as a thank you the Sisters
are saying the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary fifteen times
for Kirby. 3pp

Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter - writer thanks Kirby for his care for her soul
and for his charity - gives news of her health, etc. [Italian].

4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Peter Quin, Tulla, to Kirby:
Regarding petition for dispensation - gives details. 2pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
20

21

22

14 January
1892

16 January
1892

17 January
1892

Holograph letter from Mary Catherine of the Immaculate
Conception, Prioress, Wells, Somerset, to Kirby: Writer
apologizes for delay in replying to Kirby's letter, through
epidemic of influenza which attacked 15 out of 16 in
Carmelite Community. Regarding impossibility at present
of 'pious desires of Mrs. Murphy and her daughter' being
realized, etc. Thanks Divine Providence which has brought
their 'little Teresian Carmel' to Kirby's notice, and asks his
prayers, thanking him for the picture he enclosed. Bishop of
Clifton has appointed as their Chaplain a former student of
Kirby's, Rev. Daniel Boyle, who has been with them a
month and edifies them 'by his earnest and priestly manner".
He is at present much grieved by news received by wire of
his Mother's death. Universal sorry in England over death of
their Cardinal who 'had gained the hearts and confidence of
the people'. Writer has heard that the Pope is ill. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for dispensation. 'Death is busy' -
mentions those of Cardinal Manning and Cardinal Simeoni,
etc. Asks for 'instructions' regarding possible appointment
of coadjutor for Dr. Conway - to whom is document is to be
forwarded, now that Cardinal Simeoni is dead? On 4
January writer forwarded £566 Peter's Pence to Cardinal
Simeoni, but no acknowledgement has been received. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Encloses petitions for presentation. Acknowledges
Kirby's letter regarding Peter's Pence from Cloyne and
blessing of Pope. Sends translation of St. Francis Xavier's
hymn, etc. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
23

24

25

26

27

17 January
1892

18 January
1892

19 January
1892

19 January
1892

19 January
1892

Holograph letter from M.H. Gill and Son, Dublin, to Kirby:
They regret that they are not able to undertake publication
of the 'Novena', giving reasons, and enclosing copy of one
by President of Thurles College, published recently, ‘and its
sale is very small indeed'. Kirby is owed seven 'Meditations'
only, which are being sent by post, which is cheaper than
rail for so small a parcel. The last list from Kirby came
when book was being bound - when binding was complete,
Cardinal Manning had died so no copy was sent to him.
They now enclose list showing how the 100 copies due
Kirby were disposed of, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnoni, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to obtain dispensation as soon as
possible, giving reasons. Mentions Cardinal Manning's
death and expressions of regret it brought forth from ‘all
shades of politics and from all Protestant sects' - death also
of Cardinal Simeoni. Kirby will know that Dr. Sheahan,
Bishop Elect of Waterford, is to be consecrated on 31
January. 4pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick, to Kirby:
With Kirby's permission, writer will ask President of
seminary to take Fr. Bourke's place. Is on point of losing
another 'venerable priest' in his 82nd year. Thanks Kirby for
presentation copy of book. Mentions Cardinal Simeoni's
death, and the ‘personal loss' felt by all 'in these countries'
on Cardinal Manning's. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Martin Howlett, Dublin, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for book which he praises.
Regarding Fr. Hassan, whose photograph is on his table,
etc. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
28

29

30

31

20 January
1892

20 January
1892

21 January
1892

26 January
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. W. McFeely, Buncrana, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and 'most acceptable
gift'. Regarding death of Cardinal Manning whose 'name
and work ... were more familiar to the Irish at home than
those of their own bishops'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Elizabeth D'Arcy, Youghal, to Kirby:
New Year greetings to Kirby and H.H. Press reports that
Pope 'fears his time will soon come' - if there is any danger,
perhaps some permanency might be given to ‘the little
settlement’ on the writer. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Crotty, Dundee, to
Kirby: Writer has received the catechisms sent by Kirby,
and has divided them with Fr. Roche. Received also Dr.
Meurin's book. Regarding Kirby's book and memories of
the College, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Domenico DéTucobi, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter, begging Kirby 'for the love of God'
to ask the new Rector to give the writer work, giving details
of his circumstances, and mentioning that the parish priest
of St. John's recommends the family, etc. [Italian]. 3pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
32

33

34

22 January
1892

23 January
1892

24 January
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. John Gowan, C.M., Dublin, to
Kirby: Writer encloses half a ten pound note, remains of
money left by Miss Margaret Aylward for Masses,
stipulating that each offering should be 2/6, 'that is eight to
the pound'. Thanks Kirby for book which he praises highly.
Gives details of great work done by the late Margaret
Aylward, and asks Kirby to certify to the ‘favourable
reception Pius I1X gave her'. Asks also a certificate that the
St. Brigid's Orphanage and Schools are 'free from State
control and State interference’ - some indiscreet priests tell
the Sisters that they are fools for not taking the National
Board money, and writer thinks it would silence these
priests if they had it from Kirby that the Pope knew the
schools are not State schools when he commended them.
Gives details of large schools for 600 children recently
opened in very poor district of Little Strand Street. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor. Ma. Candida, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of the unexpected death of M.
Metilde, which followed that of the Assistant, M.
Margherita, suddenly, of bronchial pneumonia. The Sisters
were desolated. They very much hope that Kirby will be
able to pay them a visit, both for confession and for
consolation, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Teresa Carr, Sligo, to
Kirby: Writer introduces herself as sister of Dr. Carr,
Archbishop of Melbourne - asks papal blessing for nun who
celebrates her Golden Jubilee on 2 February, enclosing ‘a
few francs' for expense of sending blessing by telegram, etc.
Includes drawing of St. Joseph's Ursuline Convent, Sligo.

4pp
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1892 /
35 24 January  Holograph letter from Rev. P.J. Flynn, Waterford, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for book, which he intends to make his
book of meditations for the year. 'On this day week' their
new Bishop is to be consecrated - 'He bears a very high
character for all priestly virtues and is young, fresh and
healthy..." Ireland has lost a good friend in Cardinal
Manning who, even in his old age, was 'a marvel of activity'
etc. 4pp
36 24 January  Holograph letter from +William Archbishop of S. Andrews
1892 and Edinburgh, Edinburgh, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby
for book which he intends to use in his morning devotions.
Regarding epidemic of influenza. Hopes to see Kirby the
following year when on his 'ad limina' visit. 2pp
37 25 January  Holograph letter from Francesco Amici, [] to Kirby: Writer,
1892 a 'poor father of a family' who recently sent a petition for
help to Kirby, enclosing a recommendation. Gives details,
etc. [Italian]. 2pp
38 25 January  Holograph letter from Rev. Robert Carbery, S.J., Dublin, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his book, which he praises
highly. Recalls pilgrimage to Rome and Kirby's kindness.
4pp
39 25 January  Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Boyle, C.M., to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for book, and praises it. 2pp
40 26 January  Holograph letter from Rev. W.H. Murphy, Dublin, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his book, which has had

high tributes paid it. Archbishop just returned from Cardinal
Manning's funeral, where there were no less than five Irish
bishops - traffic was stopped, the police keeping back ‘eager
crowds - all occasioned by the funeral of a Catholic Bishop!
May his spirit live in those who come after him." Writer
regrets Cardinal Simeoni's death. Disquieting news of
Pope's health. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /

41

42

43

44

45

26 January
1892

27 January
1892

28 January
1892

28 January
1892

29 January
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Carey, Ennis, to Kirby:
Regarding marriage dispensation, now urgent. 3pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Encloses letter to show Kirby 'the serious difficulty' in
which writer finds himself at not having - like the Primate
and the Bishop of Raphoe - brought home 'the title of
Monsignore'. He gives reasons why he would like this for
V. Rev. William McCarten, P.P. of Dromore and, if
possible, also for Rev. John O'Brien, although he would be
quite satisfied with the one. The accompanying letter from
Fr. McCarten informs the Bishop of the 'discontent and
unhappiness' in the diocese caused by the appointment to
the parish of Hilltown of one considered by all the Bishop's
friends to be his deadly enemy. 5pp

Holograph letter from [], to Kirby: Personal letter telling of
death the day before of writer's sister, fortified by all the
comforts of religion - a most edifying death. Thanks Kirby
for his prayers, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding death of Cardinal Simeoni - formal letter of
condolence sent immediately by four archbishops and
suffragan bishops who happened to be attending quarterly
meeting of Standing Committee of Episcopal body, etc.
Mentions 'sad trouble' late Cardinal gave over All Hallows
affair, 'Good and holy' as he was. Details, etc. However, all
is now well, and it is hoped to re-open the College the
following week. 4pp

Holograph letter from B. Stanislaus White, Rome, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks for copy of Kirby's book. 1p
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KIR/ 1892 /
46 29 January  Holograph letter from +Patrick Duggan, Loughrea, to
1892 Kirby: Writer asks for 'another 10 cases of dispensation’,
giving details, also power to bless beads. Pope's Encyclical
has 'given new life to the Church' in the hearts of the Irish
people. 1p
47 29 January  Holograph letter from M.C. De Ricci, Dunedin, to Kirby:
1892 Letter to Kirby from a niece who is Novice Mistress in a
Dominican Priory, thanking him for papal blessing, letter,
pictures, etc., and asking him to help regarding petitions
sent by the Bishop to Rome a long time back in connection
with modifications wished for in Constitutions, etc., already
enjoyed by England. Explains some of the difficulties. 4pp
48 30 January  Holograph letter from Rev. P.A. Treacy, Burlington,
1892 U.S.A., to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book.

Has asked publishers to send Kirby American Catholic
Directory for 1892. Regarding personal health. Asks Kirby
to obtain for himself, his friends and benefactors a Plenary
Indulgence at time of death - also 'some sufficient
recognition’ of his services in raising volunteers in 1840 to
fight for the Pope under O'Reilly, etc., 200 men prepared to
go, but delay occurred. Writer only 17 years old at the time.
Now asks military decoration of St. Gregory, which he
‘would have won' by his services in the field if opportunities
had been afforded him. 3pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /

49

50

51

52

53

31 January
1892

31 January
1892

1 February
1892

2 February
1892

3 February
1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letters and documents. Delighted at
good news regarding Pope's health. Much grieved over
death of 'good Cardinal Simeoni’, who had always been
extremely kind to the writer, etc. Glad to know they are now
under the care of Cardinal Ledschowski. Feels that he will
sympathize with Ireland as his own country has suffered so
much for the Faith. Asks Kirby to convey his
congratulations. Encloses dispensation received from
Propaganda with 'a substantial error’, due, perhaps, to
writer's handwriting. Gives details and asks Kirby to get
dispensation changed. Special general meeting is being
called by bishops regarding Government Education project.
Writer is glad to see this seems to be 'falling away from the
compulsory education project’. "The change looks like a
special interposition of Providence." 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Virginia', [], to Kirby: Addressed to
‘My Father in J.C.", this is a personal letter. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clare, St. Columbkille's, New
Zealand to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the oil painting
of Our Lady of Mercy. Asks whether 'vestments, made of
cloth of gold, are now forbidden by the Church to be used'.

Spp

Holograph letter from Michael Verdon, Manly College,
[Sydney] to Kirby: Personal letter giving local news.
College is progressing, writer hopes it will open with 45
students after the vacation on about 13 February and before
the end of the year it is likely to be over 50. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter - mentions consecration of
Sunday - he is now all but settled down, and had found 'a
thoroughly pious people and a zealous priesthood' - also
thanks Kirby for copy of his book, with apologies for delay
and explanation thereof. 3pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
54 5 February  Holograph letter from Sister M. Teresa Carr, Sligo, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for papal blessing and for news
of her brother the Archbishop of Melbourne. Golden Jubilee
celebrations passed off well, the jubilarian wishing a special
word of thanks to be given to Kirby for his kindness in
saying Mass for her and also for the picture of Our Lady of
Good Counsel. 3pp
55 6 February  Holograph letter from Rev. John A. Maguire, Glasgow, to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for copy of his book,
etc., and recalling a visit to the Irish College some years
back with the Archbishop of Glasgow. 2pp
56 6 February  Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
1892 Introducing Miss McFarland, daughter of ‘a special friend'
of the writer's who is visiting Rome. 1p
57 8 February  Holograph letter from +M. Naughton, Roseau Dominica, to
1892 Kirby: Regarding letters sent in August and October 1891 to

Cardinal Simeoni asking direction in 'some difficult matters'
giving details. Is still awaiting replies, and delay 'is a source
of great trouble of mind' to writer. Some parishes are
without a priest - one priest who should have been there
since January 1891 has been forbidden to go by his
Superior, it is not known on what grounds. Diocese has
been paying a hundred pounds p.a. for education of students
and, when needed, they are prevented from going. 'This
action on the part of this Superior is not only an act of
insubordination, but also an act of injustice. In fact it is
bordering on schism' Asks Kirby's help, etc. 3pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
58

59

60

61

62

11 February
1892

11 February
1892

11 February
1892

13 February
1892

13 February
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Cornelius F. Ryan, Brentwood,
Essex, to Kirby: As Kirby's 'spiritual son' in the
Archdiocese of Westminster, writer would like to tell of
great loss caused by Cardinal Manning's death, and gives
details of people's love for him, etc. Almost everyone now
feels that Monsignor Gilbert should be his successor - gives
reasons. Were Bishop Vaughan of Salford appointed, it
would be 'nothing short of disastrous'. Personally ‘a most
worthy man, but on all other grounds the feeling against
him is very strong amongst both priests and people’. He is
the proprietor of 'The Tablet', which is more anti-Irish than
'many purely Protestant papers', etc. Gives three 'most
disastrous results' of his election. 8pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor Persico, Rome, to Kirby:
Regarding title asked by the Bishop of Dromore. [ltalian].

1p

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and papal blessing, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J. Campbell, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer offers Kirby 'warmest thanks' for kind gift to the
Scots College, congratulating him on "putting within reach
of the candidates for the priesthood, such a valuable help to
the true spirit of their Master'. 2pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Private letter regarding the two newspapers, ‘the National
Press' and 'the Freemans Journal’, and the wrangling
between them. Now, as the result of a little pressure the two
papers are being brought together by the writer. However
proceedings are still 'strictly confidential’. Mrs. Gray is
selling £36,000 worth of her shares, which will be given
over to shareholders of 'the National Press’, the directors of
which paper are to have the majority on the new Board of
Direction. Arrangements are made subject to writer's
approval. Pope will be glad to hear the news. 4pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
63

64

65

66

67

68

69

13 February
1892

14 February
1892

14 February
1892

14 February
1892

15 February
1892

15 February
1892

15 February
1892

Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Writer called a
second time to tell Kirby that the papers he gave him - as
also the clay from Knock - were for the Pope. Encloses
some of the clay for Kirby also. [Last page missing]. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. F.B. Rooker, to Kirby: Writer,
who is connected with the American College thanks Kirby
for his book, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Edmund Stonor, Rome, to Kirby:
Letter of thanks for copy of Kirby's book of Meditations.

2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer encloses petitions for forwarding, and hopes Kirby
will soon be able to send a reply to the query as to the
extent of faculties for re-blessing Altar stones. It will be
known shortly what the Government Education Bill entails.
Hopes prayers of SS. Patrick and Brigid ‘will save Ireland
from that infidel system'. Perhaps Kirby would speak to the
Pope on the matter - several bishops prepared to accept the
Bill. Explains dangers, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Cardinal Merry del Val, Vatican, to
Kirby: Letter of thanks for copy of Kirby's book. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Thomas McGivern, Newry, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining the honour for Fr.
McCartan, etc. M.H. Gill sent him a copy of Kirby's book
which he has recommended to the Sisters of Mercy, and
intends buying another. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. William Giles, English College,
Rome to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book -
the meditations 'cannot fail to be of the greatest service. We
shall find the book especially useful in cases where a
Retreat has to be made in the house by one, or a few, as
sometimes happens, without the aid of a preacher'. 2pp
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70

71

72

73

74

15 February
1892

16 February
1892

16 February
1892

17 February
1892

19 February
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. William Hutch, St Colman's
College to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the book, which
he praises highly, recalling the time thirty years before,
when he listened to many of the meditations from Kirby's
lips. Apologizes for delay in writing, 42 students ill with
influenza. They have close on 90 students now, 'all good in
every respect..'. Glad to learn that the two Cloyne students
in Rome are doing well with their studies at Propaganda.
Hopes to have two equally clever boys to send out when
they have finished their course. Bishop MacCarthy is very
well and strong and celebrates the Golden Jubilee of his
priesthood this year, in consideration of which the priests of
the diocese have subscribed over £1600 to present him with
a High Altar for his cathedral. 4pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor William McCartan, P.P.,
V.F., Dromore, to Kirby: Letter of gratitude for honour of
being made Monsignor. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding a request to the Pope to pray for
the conversion of devils, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Michael G. Mulhall, Buenos Ayres,
to Kirby: Writer sent Kirby in previous November a draft
for 250 francs for the Irish College, and would be glad if
Kirby would let him know whether it arrived. Everyone
grieving at death of Cardinal Manning. After a year in
Buenos Ayres writer has got permission from Abp. Federico
Aneyros for Dublin Carmelite Fathers to open a house there
for a college. Greetings from wife and self. 3pp
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75

76

7

19 February
1892

19 February
1892

21 February
1892

Holograph letter from +F.S. Chatard, Indianapolis, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the copy of his book. Bishop
of Burlington has been 'engaged in the same good work,
and his book is well thought of'. Blessing of God continues,
but there is now 'an unfortunate controversy' regarding the
schools questions. Some think the time has come for
compromise with the State, so that secular education can be
handed over to it under conditions safeguarding religion.
However, the writer thinks they are mistaken and that 'they
are dealing with a force they do not fully appreciate, and
they fancy they can control it. They cannot ..." Gives details
of views held, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from P.J. Jennings, London, to Kirby:
Writer is pleased to learn that Fr. Kelly is relieving Kirby of
much of his work. Recalls his intention, given in a letter of
July 1889, to send money to create a free place for students
from Clonfert, as compensation for free place held by writer
from 1842 to 1846, 'and for which the Diocese had no
return'. Explains why he has not been able to send the
money, etc. However he has now made an effort and
encloses draft for £200. This sum, at £40 p.a. will secure a
free place for 5 years. Writer is not able, at the moment, to
send the other £40 for the sixth year, but hopes to do so in
time. Makes only one condition - that Bishop of Clonfert
selects 'a poor student whose family could not pay for his
pension, without a hard struggle'. Remarks that present
Bishop Duggan is old, but that he has an energetic coadjutor
in Bishop Healey. Believes there has been no Clonfert
student since his own time, and ‘Maynooth is not Rome',
etc. Sends a copy of "The Catholic Times" and of the
"Weekly Register" regarding Cardinal Manning etc. 8pp

Holograph letter from Enrico Peroni, Naples, to Kirby:
Personal letter asking help, regarding Luisa Liberati, etc.
[Italian]. 3pp

2532



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
78

79

80

81

22 February
1892

22 February
1892

24 February
1892

24 February
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. J. McDevitt, Dublin, to Kirby:
Letter deals with the taking over of All Hallows by the
Vincentians, who gave the writer a pension of £120 p.a. 'to
clear out'. Explains how he does not wish to be idle, and has
spoken to Archbishop Walsh, apologizing for any wrong he
may have done, etc. The Archbishop was very cordial, and
said that he would not be unmindful of writer. Has told
Kirby all this, as he retains 'and shall ever retain a grateful
memory' of the training he received at St. Agatha's, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick Duggan, Loughrea, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for faculties and for his book.
Regarding enclosed faculty application for Fr. Roderick
Meagher etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensation. Thanks Kirby
for copy of his book. Gives apologies and explanations for
delay in thanking Kirby. Mentions that it is rumoured that
"the Freeman" and "the National Press" are to be
amalgamated - writer hopes it is true. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Dolphin, Loughrea,
to Kirby: Enclosing draft for Masses, etc. 1p
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82

83

84

25 February
1892

25 February
1892

26 February
1892

Holograph letter from Agnes F. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer cannot wait longer to hear news of Kirby's health.
Much trouble at Sclerder. Chaplain left about a month back.
The temporary chaplain, a Benedictine, has a great devotion
to Our Blessed Lady - he has found that their reports were
not at all exaggerated, but that 'devotion to Our Lady is
almost destroyed', and, moreover, he has unearthed a plan
concocted by the previous chaplain, another priest living
about 11 miles away and the woman mentioned in other
letters, to get them out of the way. However, the
Benedictine has 'discovered all'. Bishop is friendly, and in
future everything should be well. Writer asks Kirby to
obtain 'Rules of some Confraternity of Our Lady of Light,
etc. In England people expect the Bishop of Salford to
succeed the Cardinal Archbishop - ... he is indeed the only
one that seems fit to do so, for he is truly the foremost
among the Bishops in England and much esteemed'. Writer
asks Kirby to pray for financial help. Superiors of de
Monfort's Orders have granted to all at Sclerder and to all
who join in the devotion a participation in their merits and
good works. 7pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, 'to the
Clergy and Laity of his Archdiocese': Printed Pastoral
Letter. 14pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino,
to Kirby: Personal note regarding operation on Sister M.
Francesca. [Italian]. 1p
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85 26 February Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
1892 Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for fifty pounds for Masses,
‘at least 400 Masses said for the late Very Rev. AJ.
Finnegan's intentions ..." As Kirby had told him, on return
of the Bishop writer was made P.P. Praises Kirby's book.
Asks prayers. Influenza bad. Sees that other bishops ‘who
visited Rome at the same time as Most Rev. Dr. McGivern
have been made Domestic Prelates', and it is thought
strange that his own 'loved Bishop was not equally
honoured' as he has done so much for religion since he
became bishop. 3pp
86 [27] Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
February Kirby: Writer asks Kirby for four copies of the Irish
1892 Catholic Directory for the year 1892. [Italian]. 1p
87 27 February Holograph letter from V. Rev. Patrick Flynn, Rome, to
1892 Kirby: Note of thanks for copy of Kirby's book, which he
praises highly. 2pp
88 27 February Holograph letter from Luisa Liberati, [], to Kirby: Personal
1892 letter regarding troubles of writer, who has received a letter
from her husband in Naples enclosing one from Kirby.
Letter partly concerns spiritual matters. [Italian]. 4pp
89 27 February Holograph letter from +T.J. McRedmond, Ashline, to

1892

Kirby: Writer acknowledges letter and dispensation which,
however, he is glad to say may not be needed now, as the
young lady 'the Protestant party' has gone to Australia with
friends. Agrees that the new Bishop of Waterford is ‘a
successor well fitted' to take the place of the late Bishop,
whose death was a great personal loss to the writer, having
been a dear friend of his since boyhood. Influenza is so bad
that all the Irish bishops are taking advantage of indult to
relax the Lenten fast. Peter's Pence collection to take place
on 3rd Sunday of Lent. Encloses cheque for Kirby. 4pp
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90

91

92

93

94

28 February
1892

29 February
1892

29 February
1892

29 February
1892

Holograph letter from +James Donnelly, Monaghan, to
Mgr. Wm. McCartan: Note of congratulation on 'the high
and well-merited honour' bestowed on him by Pope. [see
KIR/1892/71]. 1p

Holograph letter from Monsignor McCartan, Dromore, to
Kirby: Letter of gratitude to Kirby for his book which he
praises highly and for the honour conferred upon him by the
Pope , namely that of Monsignore. Speaks of how grateful
the people of the Province of Ulster are to the Pope, and of
how he has received numerous letters of congratulation
‘from all classes' - he encloses as a sample the one from the
Bishop of Monaghan [see KIR/1892/90]. Writer sends
Kirby a cheque for three pounds, asking for ‘one Mass', and
assuring him that he has 'ample means'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Writer encloses application for dispensation, and also draft
for ten pounds, his 'small annual offering' in return for
Kirby's 'many kind labours'. Hopes Cardinal Ledochowski
is 'as amiable as his lamented predecessor' and, as he is a
Pole, the Irish hope he may understand the position of
Ireland, 'so similar in many respects to his own'. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Teresa Martin, Athy, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining papal blessing on
the 50th anniversary of her profession, apologizing for the
delay in so doing. Picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel
will increase devotion to Our Lady. 4pp

3 March 1892 Holograph letter from V. Rev. M. O'Callaghan, Cork, to

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining 'the desired
privilege'. Sends copy of prayer to St. Patrick which Kirby
will perhaps get indulgenced, this being ‘according to the
Annals of Ulster and the authorities' the 14th centenary of
his death, etc. 8pp
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95

96

97

98

99

100

3 March 1892 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Introducing Samuel Young, wealthy Presbyterian merchant
of Belfast, who contributes liberally to Catholic charities.
Just now he has given twenty pounds towards new church
in honour of St. Brigid etc. 4pp

3 March 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. Di Ricci, Dunedin, to
Kirby: Personal letter from a niece, recommending Mr. and
Mrs. McCormack, etc. 2pp

4 March 1892 Holograph letter from Archbishop of Philadelphia,
Philadelphia, to Kirby: Writer has received Kirby's book,
which arrived on 12 February which was, for them, this
year the transferred feast of St. Agatha. Has sent Kirby
newspapers giving account of Golden Jubilee of the
Archbishop of St. Louis, who is 86. He has 'at last'
consented to have a coadjutor. Miss Eustace died recently,
but 'her aged aunt still lives with the Archbishop. She is 80
and nearly blind'. Writer has seen Kirby's friend, Mrs.
Reynolds, who spoke of him with affection, etc. 3pp

4 March 1892 Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer notes that 'the number of Masses to be
discharged is 400'. Since last writing he has had influenza,
but is now recovering. 2pp

4 March 1892 Holograph letter from Filippo Massia Strambi [Saudate],
Rome, to Kirby: Personal letter asking for help. [Italian]. 1p

4 March 1892 Holograph letter from +P. Moran, Dunedin, to Kirby:
Personal letter recommending Mr. and Mrs. McCormack,
travelling to Rome, who know no Italian, etc. [see
KIR/1892/96]. 3pp
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101

102

103

104

105

106

5 March 1892 Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
‘There is still some chance of the matter being brought to a
satisfactory close.' Writer has had various interviews with
individuals concerned. Difficulty is that many people,
among them some bishops, are against accepting in any way
‘one or two persons who were largely responsible for
leading the country astray last year. This, however, must be
faced.' Matters are now so critical, that unless there is a
settlement within a few days 'the case will be hopeless'. 4pp

5 March 1892 Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Introducing Mrs. Millar and her sister, Miss Martyn,
visiting Rome. 1p

5 March 1892 Holograph letter from V. Rev. M. Gilfoy, P.P., Duleek, to
Kirby: Writer has been asked by Patrick Taaffe of Orrel to
send one hundred pounds through Kirby's hands for the
Pope. 1p

6 March 1892 Holograph letter from +Thomas J. McRedmond, Ashline, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book forwarded
by M.H. Gill. 1p

7 March 1892 Holograph letter from Mgr. Ignazio Persico, Propaganda
Fide, to Kirby: Regarding Kirby's note in connection with
'the annexed letter’, a similar one, in Latin, had been
addressed to the Cardinal Prefect, and is receiving attention.

1p

7 March 1892 Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
As news of proposed amalgamation has got into the press,
it is well' for Kirby to know that despite the breakdown of
week before, the writer has been able to get representatives
of both sides together and there 'is now a good prospect of
success'. It would be easy if writer could be present at all
the interviews, but this is not possible - it is ‘about the
busiest time of the year' for him. 'This week | shall have to
confirm about 1600 children'. 3pp
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107 8 March 1892 Holograph letter from +M.A. Corrigan, New York, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of book awaiting
return from 'Episcopal Visitation of the Bahamas Islands - a
distance of 1200 miles'. Some time previously writer had ‘a
polite note' from Kirby's nephew saying that he was going
to write to his uncle. Tremendous ‘outpouring of Catholic
workingmen' in honour of the Pope on his birthday, some
5000 assembled in the presence of the Mayor, 'eloquently
addressed by several speakers - notably by Count Dunne, in
an admirable plea for the Temporal Power.' Local news. Of
20 confirmed in the Bahamas 19 were black, etc. 4pp

108 8 March 1892 Holograph letter from +P.J. Riordan, San Francisco, to
Kirby: Brief note of gratitude for copy of Kirby's book. 2pp

109 8 March 1892 Holograph letter from P.J. Jennings, London, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter, also one from Vice-Rector. Is
glad Kirby is pleased about a free place for a Clonfert
student - not generosity, but merely act of compensation for
free place writer himself had - hopes presently to add
another forty pounds, etc. Likes to send Kirby the ‘excellent
"Catholic Times" 'of which paper Father Nugent is the
‘creator, owner, and inspirer'. Encloses pound for Mass for
self and all his 'dear dead’ during Lent. He is now in his
67th year. 4pp

110 8 March 1892 Holograph letter from +James Donnelly, Monaghan, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the copy of his book, which
he praises. Invites Kirby to the dedication of the new
cathedral in August, but knowing Kirby's ‘age and
responsibilities’ he leaves this to his 'own good pleasure'.

3pp
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111 10 March Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses application for dispensation. Would Kirby
take necessary steps for filling position of Dean, vacant
since the death of Dean [Cregan]. Recommends Fr. William
Moloney, Fr. John Halpin, or - preferably - Fr. Thomas
Hammond. Thanks Kirby for blessing from Pope, who he
hopes is well. 3pp
112 10 March Holograph letter from +T. O'Mahoney, Toronto, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book. He has been very
ill ‘for the last three months' with 'grippe - bronchitis and
finally pneumonia, which was near terminating fatally'.
Local news. 2pp
113 10 March Holograph letter from 'J. Card. Gibbons', Baltimore, to
1892 Kirby: Note of gratitude for copy of Kirby's book. 1p
114 10 March Holograph letter from +A. Brownrigg, Kilkenny, to Kirby:
1892 Rescript conferring on writer 'dignity of Assistant at the
Pontifical Throne' received and acknowledged. Regarding
honours. Political scene in Ireland is somewhat brighter.
Mentions question of compulsory education. 4pp
115 11 March Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
1892 Fr. Denys, O.S..B., 'is delighted' with all Kirby has written,

and 'most grateful’. He will stay at Sclerder until after the
arrival of new chaplain, Fr. Galian, 'who is coming full of
devotion to Our Lady' and determined to spread that
devotion to her. News of what is planned for the future.
That they feel confident that Kirby 'will not refuse to be
Protector in Rome of their little Confraternity, as they
expect the Bishop of Salford to be for England and the
Superior General of B. de Montfort Orders for France. ' 5pp
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116 11 March Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow, to Kirby: Writer
1892 acknowledges dispensation, etc. Grief at death of Fr.
MacNamara, whose funeral he cannot attend owing to a
severe cold and the bad weather. Has received the good
news from Rome, that Pope has approved Rules and
Constitutions of Daughters of St. Brigid, sent him by Fr.
Glynn. Thanks Kirby for his book. 3pp
117 11 March Holograph letter from Fr. Filippo Valentini, Rome, to
1892 Kirby: Yesterday evening having been prevented from
thanking Kirby by someone who stopped to talk to him,
writer now offers his gratitude. [Italian]. 2pp
118 11 March Holograph letter from +N. Gibney, Perth, Australia, to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter giving diocesan news, etc. Six
Trappists are on their way out. 4pp
119 12 March Holograph letter from Sister M. Teresa Carr, Ursulines,
1892 Sligo, to Kirby: Writer encloses sprays of shamrock for
feast of St. Patrick - Kirby will know whether it is possible
to ask Pope to accept a spray from 'his Ursuline children of
Sligo". 2pp
120 12 March Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for ‘the important decree just received.

It is, fortunately, of only speculative interest for us. But
there are cases where it may apply even here ..." Gives
latest news of proposed amalgamation of "the Freeman" and
"the National Press". This letter is written in confidence, as
there are still practical details to be worked out. Both parties
say they are 'perfectly satisfied' to have their interests
looked after by the Archbishop. 4pp
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121

122

123

124

125

12 March
1892

12 March
1892

12 March
1892

12 March

1892

12 March
1892

holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer has just received bound copy of Archbishop's
discourse which he hopes Kirby will present to the Pope.
Regrets that he himself is not able to go out - encloses 3
other copies for Kirby to present to Cardinal Secretary of
State, etc., and also sends 50 additional copies. Mentions
the many distinguished people, Protestant and Catholic,
which the Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney was able to bring
to his celebrations. Personal news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John Walsh, Toronto, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his book. Church has lost ‘heavily
within the last few months by the death of some of her most
illustrious sons including Manning and Simeoni. Writer
wired congratulations to Pope on his 82nd birthday, and
received an acknowledgement. Has also written a letter of
congratulation to Cardinal Ledschowski on his
appointment. Writer feels a personal loss in the death of
Cardinal Simeoni, who was always 'most kind and friendly'.
Sad winter in Canada, with sickness and mourning in
almost every family. Death rate more than double the
normal. Ordered public prayers. This year is the 50th
anniversary of establishment of Toronto diocese and his
own 25th of consecration as Bishop. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mgr. Ignazio Persico, Propaganda
Fide, to Kirby: "Votum' for Dominican nuns of Dunedin,
New Zealand, expected, and the moment it comes it will be
sent on to Kirby: The ‘formula brevis' was sent to Kirby the
day before so that Bishop McAlister can reconsecrate the
altars. 1p

Holograph letter from Mgr. Vicegerente, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his invitation for St. Patrick's Day
which, however, he is not able to accept. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Gertrude, Listowel, to Kirby: The
writer, who is a Presentation nun encloses shamrock. 1p
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126 13 March
1892
127 14 March
1892
128 14 March
1892
129 14 March
1892

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Introducing Michael Murphy, Catholic merchant and
President of Dublin Chamber of Commerce, visiting Rome.

3pp

Holograph letter from Mgr. Ignazio Persico, Propaganda
Fide, to Kirby: Writer 'begs to offer his best thanks' to
Kirby for the 'very interesting Discourse of H.E. Cardinal
Moran.' [see KIR/1892/121]. 1p

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer asks if it is possible for Kirby to obtain some
high honour - such as Count - for Captain Rushbrooke, their
landlord, an exemplary Catholic who. When he succeeded
to the property promptly remitted their rent equal to a
donation of a thousand pounds and has besides given
generously to Catholic projects such as £600 towards
cathedral building, £200 for episcopal throne, two adjoining
houses, etc. His father and aunt, from whom he inherited the
property, were both Protestants, the latter a bigoted one.
Friend of Count Moore. Writer asks Kirby to tell Fr. Kelly -
in reply to a letter of his - that he will be pleased to pay sum
by which the free places of his diocese fall short of actual
expenses, as soon as he knows the amount. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Briefs mentioned by Kirby not yet received. Writer is glad
the Pope is so well. 'His Encyclical should be written in
letters of gold'. Weather in Ireland 'Siberian’, no one can
remember such a winter or spring. Followers of Parnell still
causing trouble - writer hopes they are not 'in the pay of the
enemy'. All very uncomfortable about the compulsory
education bill. Archbishop of Dublin working hard for
Catholic education. 1p
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130

131

132

15 March
1892

16 March
1892

17 March
1892

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. 'As to the education Bill our
instructions from Propaganda are to meet as soon as the Bill
is printed and to consider the compulsory clauses of it and
to submit our views to the S. Congregation ..." Unless the
Holy See speaks in time, writer fears the consequences. The
Primate, most of the Northern bishops and some others
oppose the principle of compulsion which they think is
bound 'to produce evil fruit in Ireland as elsewhere'. But
others think differently. If it is forced on the country it will
be 'disastrous’ in writer's diocese, where it will be dealt with
solely by "anti-Catholic bigots'. 'What a pity’, continues the
letter, 'the Holy See could not let its mind be known to the
Primate before that in reference to the principle of
compulsion.' 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, P.P.,
Hilltown, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and prints
of St. Patrick. As regards Masses for late Fr. Finnegan's
intention, if Kirby can arrange to have more than 400
celebrated "all the better'. Writer has been extremely ill with
a severe attack of influenza, and has been touched by the
number of people, Protestant as well as Catholic, who have
called each day to inquire, and have brought him everything
they thought would do him good, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from +M.F. Burke, Cheyenne, to Kirby:
Apologies for delay in thanking Kirby for copy of his book,
which he praises highly. 3pp
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133

134

135

136

18 March
1892

18 March
1892

18 March
1892

18 March
1892

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [], to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for letter. As regards Education question, the
bishops want a decision from Rome on the principle of
compulsion by the State, and if newspaper cutting of letter
from the Roman correspondent of "'The Catholic Times' is
correct, he trusts 'that point may soon be settled'. If mind of
the Holy See on the point were known there would be no
room for any difference of opinion. The Bill before
Parliament has been delayed, and in any case some days
may elapse before it is printed and more before bishops can
meet to consider it, and if meanwhile the Holy See
manifested its mind on the principle of compulsion ‘all
danger of difference would be obviated'. Gives views of
various people. Bill proposes to hand over to town
councillors, town commissioners etc. 'the control and
management of the compulsory system'. In the North
Catholics have no representation on these Boards "and
would be helplessly at their mercy'. Presbyterian bigots are
delighted at the provisions of the Bill. Parnellites who shout
‘down with Bishops' and to hell with the priests, praise it.
'Are not these sufficient signs to warn us against the
proposed legislation. What a pity the Holy See would not
decide the principle to guide us at our meeting.' 4pp

Holograph letter from +W. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for gift of pictures. 2pp

Holograph letter from Fred Henry, Venice, to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks to Kirby for all his kindness - Mrs.
Chamberlin also asks him to thank Kirby and Fr. Kelly for
sending the letter to the Vatican authorities, which enabled
two of the family to witness the ceremonies on March 3rd.
On writer's return to Canada he 'will be glad to tell His
Grace, the Archbishop of Toronto of your kindness to the
bearer of his letter'. 2pp

Holograph letter from Miss Ryan, [], to Kirby: Letter of
thanks, in third person, to Kirby for his kindness in
obtaining writer an Audience with the Holy Father. 2pp
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137

138

139

140

141

19 March
1892

20 March
1892

21 March
1892

21 March
1892

21 March
1892

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Hugh Gleeson, P.P.,
Coolmeen, to Kirby: Writer tells Kirby of letter to Cardinal
Prefect of Propaganda, as advised by his bishop, Dr.
McRedmond five weeks before, applying for a dispensation
from private vow and from solemn vow of chastity made by
a young girl who now wishes to marry. Explains reasons
and asks Kirby to ascertain if letter has been received and
whether dispensation is to be granted. 3pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Matter about which he wrote 'is progressing most smoothly’,
although it is necessarily slow, as 'the law regulating all
transactions with companies is most complex'. However,
both contracting parties agree to accept writer's decisions,
which is a great advantage. Tonight he is having final
conference with "National Press"” directors. The whole of
Mrs. Gray's enormous voting power is to be legally
transferred to the writer as a guarantee of good faith - this
represents over £40.000 actual value. Gives details and
reasons and marks the letter 'Confidential’. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. [Kilkenny]. P.P.,
Claremorris, to Kirby: Archbishop MacEvilly desires the
writer to forward enclosed application for dispensation to
Kirby, as his own number of cases is now exhausted. 1p

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Introducing Lord Mayor, Alderman Meade and Lady
Mayoress, who are leaving for Rome. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. A.F. Scully, Hospital, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his book, and commends to him his
'very dear friend', Canon A. Ryan, President of Thurles
College, who is on his way to Rome. 2pp

2546



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1892 /
142 21 March Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for his letter and large consignment of

pictures of St. Patrick, which he had distributed after Mass
on the feast day. Has received copies of the decree and has
forwarded them to suffragans. Regarding Education Bill,
first reading is continually postponed and writer hopes that
it may please God 'to bring the Ministry to smash before
this Bill is carried through', as it is their only chance of
‘escaping the pernicious provisions'. Writer called a meeting
of the bishops who refused, by a small majority 'to give any
decision on the abstract question of compulsion, before the
Bill should be introduced'. A further meeting called was
postponed as the reading of the Bill had been put off.
Unfortunately, the M.P.s are without guidance and do not
know what to do - owing to the absence of action on the
part of bishops, the control of education seems virtually to
have passed already from the hands of bishops to the hands
of the schoolmasters. Regarding opinion of bishops and
their inclination to let things slide 'through the fear of
publicly manifesting want of unanimity'. If the compulsory
clauses lead to evil consequences, the Irish bishops will
bear the whole responsibility. Regarding Propaganda, the
matter will of course be referred to them if necessary, but
Kirby will understand how useless ‘it is to refer to
Propaganda questions regarding a Bill that is actually
passing through the House of Commons. Before
Propaganda could give any decision on the matter, the Bill
would be gone beyond the possibility of mending. If
Propaganda wants to give any direction on the matter, it
should give it beforehand." Writer goes on to say that
Propaganda has all the necessary information - moreover, it
has been tried before in many places, so that there is quite
sufficient experience from which to judge. The difference
between Ireland and other countries is that he thinks the
Catholics in Ireland could prevent the passing of a
compulsory law, whereas those in other countries could not.

8pp
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143 22 March
1892
144 22 March
1892
145 22 March
1892
146 23 March
1892
147 23 March
1892

Holograph letter from William F. Dennehy, Dublin, to Kate
Aherne: The Editor of "The National Press" writes to tell

Kate Aherne that, owing to the length of the publication she
wishes to translate, it is not possible to 'run it through' their

paper. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes Scully, Kinvarra, to
Kirby: Writer tells of the great need of help for the poor -
could Kirby send them a donation? 2pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Final meeting of negotiations over - everything signed in
rough draft - papers to be copied by a scrivener and ‘will be
legally signed and sealed tonight'. New Board of "Freeman's
Journal” will be formed 'on Friday at latest' and the
"National Press"” publishes its last edition as a separate
paper '‘on Saturday at latest'. On Monday, the 28th, the
amalgamated Freeman's Journal and National Press" makes
its first appearance. As far as the matter has leaked out it
has made the Parnellites furious ‘and no wonder'. 3pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for rescripts etc. Fr. Hammond sends
thanks for congratulations and also for obtaining him his
appointment. Grateful for information regarding
Propaganda's desire for public pronouncement on proposed
Education Bill. Feels it is most reasonable to wish bishops,
whatever they may feel in private, to speak with one voice
in public. He himself is in favour of compulsion if proper
guarantees are given. He gives further details concerning
the matter. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Federic, Cervia, to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for Mass offerings, etc. Five hundred Masses
are being said. [see KIR/1892/131]. [Italian]. 1p
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148

149

150

24 March
1892

25 March
1892

25 March
1892

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer encloses application for dispensation, the case
being urgent. Thanks Kirby for letter and compliance with
his request. He has written to him [possibly Captain
Rushbrooke see KIR/1892/128], as 'he principally resides in
England', for the information required. Explains further
reason for wishing this honour to be given. Is glad Kirby
liked his translation of Latin hymn, and under separate
cover is forwarding little book containing literal translation
of his of the "Dies irae". Encloses draft for £18 to make up
amount lacking in cost of free places for diocese. Glad to
have satisfactory report. Has lost ten priests through death
in last 14 months. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer sends article fom "Freeman's Journal™ showing as far
as directors of the two papers are concerned, the
amalgamation is complete. Mrs. O'Connor's shares were
transferred to the writer yesterday, and he holds them as
trustee as guarantee of good faith until the transaction is
completed. Project ratified 'with great enthusiasm' at
meeting of "National Press" shareholders. Parnellite
shareholders of the "Freeman's Journal™ ‘will of course
make a great row' at their coming meeting. Meanwhile the
amalgamation will have been completed and tomorrow the
"National Press" makes its last appearance as a distinct
paper. 'So, thank God, we have one source of contention the
less in Ireland.' 3pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for pictures of St. Patrick. Encloses
‘trifle’ for him. The "National Press" and "Freeman's
Journal" are amalgamating - writer does not understand it,
but presumes it is a matter of necessity. Only two episcopal
shareholders in the "National Press"”, of whom writer is one.

2pp
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151

152

153

154

155

25 March
1892

25 March
1892

26 March
1892

26 March

1892

26 March
1892

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Regarding Education Bill,
now read for the first time, and soon to be printed,
Propaganda could not give a decision on compulsory
education 'on so general a question by an individual bishop’,
but a hint as to their mind on the matter would be a help.
The question is to be considered by the bishops at their next
meeting and a united statement may be issued, so that the
writer could not take it upon himself to write in his
‘individual capacity'. Thinks the bishops will declare against
it, but also thinks the ministry may pass the Bill into law
despite bishops' protest. Encloses summary of some papers
contributed to "Irish News" on the subject - testimony 'of
teachers and reports of Inspectors show that compulsion has
proved a failure in England'. f Kirby thinks wise he may
send enclosed paper to Secretary of Propaganda, who
knows English. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Enclosing dispensation writer forgot to send with
letter posted earlier. [see KIR/1892/148]. 1p

Holograph letter from +Patrick Duggan, Loughrea, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter, for the faculties
for Fr. Meagher and for the pictures of St. Patrick. The
'beneficial influence of the "Great Encyclical” of the Holy
Father over the feelings of the "masses” is something
wonderful'. Previously, the wrong impression was held that
the rulers of the Church sympathized more with the
dominant classes. ‘Now all that is changed.' 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Giuseppe C. Fibbi, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby for charity regarding the First
Communicants of the parish, who are very poor, etc.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Luigi [Arcip...], Tivoli, to Kirby:
Asking a favour. [Italian]. 1p
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156 27 March Holograph letter from V. Rev. Alfred Murphy, S.J., Dublin,
1892 to Kirby: Recommending Mrs. and Mrs. Kelly, Protestants.
3pp
157 28 March Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
1892 Kirby: Regarding visit of Captain and Mrs. Rushbrooke to
Rome. 2pp
158 29 March Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
1892 Writer asks Kirby for a loan 'to-day', explaining why her
need is so urgent. 1p
159 29 March Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
1892 Kirby: Introducing Agnes Maxwell, now in Rome. 2pp
160 29 March Holograph letter from +T.S. Power, St. John's,
1892 Newfoundland, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his book.
Glad to learn that his townsman, Fr. Kelly, 'has now the
charge of the College’. News of illness locally during
winter. Praises Pope's letter to French bishops. 4pp
161 29 March Holograph letter from M.H. Gill and Son, Dublin, to Kirby:
1892 They acknowledge receipt of cheque for £3.9.8, etc. 3pp
162 29 March Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
1892 Writer tells of 'a curious thing' which has occurred. He has

been asked by the Lord Lieutenant if he would accept a
vacant Commissionership of Intermediate Education - the
Lord Lieutenant explains that he asks in advance as he
would spare the Archbishop the awkwardness of a refusal.
Having consulted the other archbishops, writer has
accepted - explains reasons. It is, of course, an unpaid post.
The Intermediate Education Board has charge of some fifty
thousand pounds a year - tells how it is spent, and that
Catholic schools 'have absolute freedom and absolute
equality'. 4pp
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163

164

165

166

29 March
1892

30 March
1892

30 March
1892

30 March
1892

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
The position in regard to the Education Bill 'is most
deplorable'. It is impossible for the writer 'or for any one
else to secure unity of action so long as Propaganda is open
to the influence of individual bishops exercised without
reference of any kind to the Episcopal Body, or even to the
four archbishops.' The Bill has been read a first time, it will
be printed now and then 'it may be brought on "any" day for
second reading. This is the stage that practically determines
the passing of the Bill." Writer complains that their hands
are tied because of a letter from Propaganda 'obtained, no
one knows through what influence’ which orders the
bishops to meet when terms of Bill are published, and to
report to Propaganda. Writer has done his best to make it
evident that the Bill is 'at all events a highly contentious
one', and he has made a stand to have the compulsory
clauses cut out - he has gained time by this, but the
drawback is that bishops cannot speak out plainly without
running counter to the decree, or letter, of Propaganda’. It is
understood that 'no one proposes to oppose compulsory
attendance as a matter of principle. Many are in favour of it
under proper conditions which could be obtained if they
were free to act. However, Propaganda has left them 'tied
hand and foot at the mercy of the enemy'. Letter concludes.
'As the Primate has not made any remonstrance, no one else
can'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Pietro Colacci, Rome, to Kirby:
Asking a favour. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from [], [Rome], to Kirby: Personal and
partly spiritual letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer has 'nothing new from Our Blessed Lord' to tell
Kirby, but she is in the habit of asking five special mercies
for the human race, which she enumerates. Asks advice. 3pp
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167 30 March Holograph letter from "Yanyna', [Rome], to Kirby: Personal
1892 letter chiefly on spiritual matters. [French]. 8pp
168 31 March Holograph letter from +J. Dunne, Broken Hill, to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for paintings, also his book of
meditations. Deaths of Cardinals Simeoni and Manning ‘a
loss indeed' for the Church. Writer is getting a priest named
Fr. P.E. Zundolovichele from Propaganda. Diocesan and
local news. Drought has caused water to be sold at 10/- per
100 gallons, but is now down to 6/-. 4pp
169 31 March Holograph letter from +James Murray, West Maitland, to
1892 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby 'to present the enclosed to His
Holiness the Pope and request him to grant his Apostolic
blessing to the Bishop, Priests and people of Maitland'.
Thanks Kirby for letter and faculties received. Fr. Dwyer,
who has a brother in Propaganda, is directing affairs of the
Sacred Heart College with 'wonderful success'. 4pp
170 31 March Holograph letter from V. Rev. Fr. O'Callaghan, Cork, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for engravings of St. Patrick,
etc. 1p
171 31 March Holograph letter from P.P., Claremorris, to Kirby: Writer
1892 encloses petition for dispensation, recommended by
Archbishop MacEvilly. 1p
172 31 March Holograph letter from M. Giacinta Mastrofini, Palestrina, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his kindness to the poor
school, etc. They pray for him every day. [Italian]. 1p
173 [...] March  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Agnes Scully, Kinvarra, to
1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for donation for poor etc., and

asks him to get 'some pious person' to pray for a priest who
has apostatized. 3pp
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174

175

176

177

178

179

180

'Easter
Sunday'

'Easter 1892

'Holy
Saturday
1892

1 April 1892

1 April 1892

1 April 1892

1 April 1892

Holograph letter from Mgr. Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Thanking Kirby for kind wishes etc. and for Belfast

paper.1p

Holograph letter from Willy and Louisa Cassell, London, to
Kirby: A short message apparently enclosing something
with 'love and all good Easter wishes'. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer encloses a medal for Kirby's 'kind acceptance'. Tells
of 'seas of trouble' at Sclerder. Regarding woman of whom
she wrote previously, etc. Fr. Denys, 0.S.B., leaves soon,
the new chaplain has arrived and is very disappointed at
what has happened. He feels that 'his work is beginning
under a cloud'. Asks prayers. 6pp

Holograph letter from Chiara Metilde Rossi, Assisi, to
Kirby: Letter of good wishes for Easter, etc. Local news
regarding influenza etc. Inquiry regarding Monsignor
Nugent, Director of "The Catholic Times" of Liverpool.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Edena A. di S. Geltrude, Arezzo, to
Kirby: Personal letter. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Superior, Canadian College, Rome,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the copy of his book,
'‘Meditations on the principal Truths of Religion'. Sends
greetings. 1p

Holograph letter from Archbishop of Nicosia, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book - sends
greetings. 1p
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181

182

183

184

185

186

1 April 1892

2 April 1892

2 April 1892

3 April 1892

3 April 1892

3 April 1892

Holograph letter from +Hugh Conway, Ballina, to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for dispensation. News of personal
ill health. Will send "relatio status" of diocese as soon as
possible, together with medical certificate of inability to go
to Rome. 2pp

Holograph letter from John Fitzpatrick, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal note of thanks to Kirby for kindness shown to
writer and wife, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer tells of a stormy meeting of "Freeman's Journal”
being expected. Writer was asked to go and sit there as it
might have a calming effect - which it did. Gives details of
meeting with small number of opponents to amalgamation,
etc. "Young Gray has been acting very foolishly since. He
thinks, poor young man, that the success of the scheme was
all due to himself!" He is today humiliated, however, and is
seeing the writer on the morrow in a spirit, it is thought, 'of
sincere repentance'. In a few days the Lord Mayor and Lady
Mayoress are to visit Rome, etc. Recommends Mr. F.
Kennedy and his wife, shortly to visit Rome. 4pp

Holograph letter from +J. Higgins, Sydney, to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for book, etc. Local news. Saddened by news
from Europe, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from A.M. Drinkwater, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby if he could hear his confession ‘in the
little chapel of the house' that day or the next, as he is
leaving Rome for Paris. 1p

Holograph letter from Captain Rushbrooke, Paris, to Kirby:
Note, in third person, enclosing letter of introduction from
Bishop of Cloyne and desiring Audience for self and writer,
etc. 2pp
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187

188

189

190

191

192

4 April 1892

4 April 1892

4 April 1892

4 April1892

5 April 1892

5 April 1892

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for Briefs, and will give them to such
as are present at bishops' meeting, and will send them to
those prevented by illness from attending. Gives names of
some afflicted. Is sorry Parnellism is not yet dead. 2pp

Holograph letter from "Yanyna', [], to Kirby: Personal letter
on spiritual matters. [French]. 7pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gonzaga, Gort, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to present ‘small stained glass window
costing only £7 for the chancel' of their little chapel at Our
Lady of Mercy Convent. Window on which their 'great Irish
Patron' is painted is already set aside as 'Dr. Kirby's'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
Very long letter regarding condemnation of Plan of
Campaign, etc., giving - as the writer sees it - history of
Ireland from early times to present day. 36pp

Holograph letter from A. [Lerchman], [], to Kirby: Brief
note regarding parcel for the Bishop of Dunedin. [Italian].

1p

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Regarding Captain Rushbrooke who, with his wife,
intends to visit Rome. Bishops at their meeting condemned
compulsory education, although stating that ‘they are not
opposed to some system of individual compulsion which
would oblige some apathetic parents to send their children
to school ... ' There is some question of the Christian
Brothers being allowed a portion of the Government grant
for Education ‘without being obliged to sacrifice in any way
the Catholic character of the education they give in their
schools ... ". Delighted to hear good news of Pope's health.
Local news. 5pp
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193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

6 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Note, in the third person, thanking Kirby for sending
him the Primate’s letter, 'as well as for the Education Bill'
which the writer will do his best to present to the Cardinal
Prefect 'in the sense of the Primate’s letter and in that of
Abp. Kirby's'. 1p

8 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: The writer encloses ‘a letter delivered open just as it
is without any accompanying demand or petition’, and asks
Kirby to examine the same, 'giving some explanation'. 1p

10 April 1892 Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo, to Kirby:
Regarding Beatification of Mlle Le Gras, enclosing petition
for presentation to the Pope. Writer asks about ‘poor Dr.
Conway's coadjutor' who is 'sadly and urgently wanted'.
Opinion unfortunately divided on the Education Bill among
the bishops. 4pp

11 April 1892 Holograph letter from James Baxter, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding writer's brother, who is visiting Rome. 2pp

11 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. Bonaventure, Kenmare, to
Kirby: Encloses P.O. to be divided between convents of St.
Lucy and St. Catherine at Foligno, etc. 3pp

12 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. Gonzaga, Gort, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and cheque for the Chapel
window [see KIR/1892/189]. Explains that she is not the
Reverend Mother, but the Sacristan. 4pp

12 April 1892 Holograph letter from +Mon. Mattei, Sutri, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving local news, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

12 April 1892 Holograph letter from Rev. James Nugent, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer from Liverpool thanks Kirby for the picture of the
Sacred Heart, etc. 2pp
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201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

13 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for clearing up a matter, on
which there had been a query. [Italian]. 1p

14 April 1892 Holograph letter from [] Murphy, Rome, to Kirby: Personal
letter of thanks on behalf of writer and friend for Kirby's
call at the hotel and for the cameo for Dr. Tynan's bazaar.

2pp

16 April 1892 Holograph letter from S. Teresa Margherita Farinetti,
Rome, to Kirby: Personal note of thanks for charity, etc.
[Italian] 2pp

16 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sister Joseph Xavier, Galway, to
Kirby: Writer encloses appeal and letter from the Bishop,
giving reasons why help is sought for their Magdalen
Asylum. 1p

17 April 1892 Holograph letter from President, St. Isidore's, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for 'kind Easter gift' - all are
anxious to read Kirby's book which he 'so affectionately
presented' to them. 2pp

17 April 1892 Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Introducing Mrs. Taaffe of Co. Louth and her son.
Resolution of the bishops at their meeting was 'a very milk
and water business' etc. More on Education matter. 4pp

18 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sr. Alessia, Tivoli, to Kirby: Personal
letter of thanks and concerning spiritual matters. [Italian].

3pp

19 April 1892 Holograph letter from M. Agnese Fongoli, Foligno, to
Kirby: Letter of gratitude acknowledging the money sent to
writer's ‘poor Community' from the good Sisters of
Kenmare [see KIR/1892/197], asking Kirby to thank them
on her behalf - convent news, etc. [Italian]. 3pp
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209

210

211

212

213

20 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for sending him "Dissertatio ....
MDCCCXXXV", which he ‘will peruse with great interest'.
[Not Italian]. 1p

21 April 1892 Holograph letter from +C. O'Brien, Halifax, Nova Scotia, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of book, etc. Affairs in
diocese are progressing, much being done in way of
building churches, schools, charitable institutions, parochial
houses, etc. Writer is sending Kirby paper containing the
sermon he preached on Easter Sunday. He may be going to
Rome for the papal jubilee. 4pp

21 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Angelica Amoni, Foligno, S.
Lucia, to Kirby: Letter of gratitude acknowledging money
sent to them from Ireland [see KIR/1892/197], etc. 3pp

22 April 1892 Holograph letter from +J. Sweeny, St. John, New
Brunswick, to Kirby: Introducing Mr. J. Steeves, a non-
Catholic and Superintendent of their Provincial Lunatic
Asylum who is visiting Rome. 2pp

22 April 1892 Holograph letter from +Edward McGennis, Cavan, to
Kirby: Writer encloses draft for £350 for Peter's Pence plus
£10 for Kirby. He thinks it is better to keep presentation of
Peter's Pence out of the press as much as possible, 'as many
people even in Ireland are disposed to cavil at this
collection. They represent the Holy See as immensely
wealthy having millions invested in English securities.’
Writer thanks Kirby for pictures of St. Patrick, which were
distributed some weeks back. Is glad Fr. Brady is rendering
such good service to the College, but he is expecting him in
Ireland in the summer. Regarding coming election. Writer
would like to be able 'to delegate to "all" the priests of the
Diocese power to give the Apostolic Benediction' to the
dying, and asks Kirby to obtain faculties. 4pp
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214

215

216

217

218

219

220

22 April 1892 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Long letter regarding their latest troubles - both the
Benedictine priest who has been acting as their temporary
chaplain, and the Breton priest who had promised to come
permanently, having 'turned against' them. Now names the
woman of whom she complains as doing so much harm to
them as a Mrs. Parr. Asks Kirby's help, etc. 12pp

25 April 1892 Holograph letter from S.M Saveria Evangelisti, [], to Kirby:
Writer tells of convent troubles, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

25 April 1892 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Pia Cetti, Tivoli, to Kirby:
Convent news. Thanks Kirby for his good wishes, etc.
[Italian]. 3pp

26 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Replying to Kirby's card, writer asks him to 'have the
goodness to translate the enclosed' and address it to the
Cardinal Prefect and then sent to the writer. "The reason is
because the case must be duly examined, and probably will
be sent to the Holy Office’. 1p

29 April 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Regarding the request of the Bishop of Cloyne, in
view of a recent decision, 'all such applications must be
addressed directly to the Cardinal Secretary of State’, and no
longer go through Propaganda. 1p

29 April 1892 Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Printed letter addressed to the priests of the archdiocese
regarding Freemasons. 3pp

1 May 1892 Holograph letter from Monsignor Mattei, Sutri, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his present. His own news is good,
etc. [Italian]. 2pp
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221

222

223

224

225

226

2 May 1892

2 May 1892

2 May 1892

3 May 1892

3 May 1892

3 May 1892

Holograph letter from A.H. Murphy, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal note, thanking Kirby for letter and asking him to
tea. 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Luisa Sottavia, [Rome], to Kirby:
Knowing well Kirby's great charity, writer recommends the
bearer of this letter, the young Giuseppe Franceschi, etc.
[Italian]. 3pp

Holograph letter from +F.J. MacCormack, Galway, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for Formula VI, and also for
copy of his book. Encloses draft for ten pounds as gift. 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for fifty pounds for Mass
intentions for the late Fr. Finnegan. Regarding ‘poor Fr.
Greenan' who looks so unwell, etc. Asks Kirby to obtain
papal benediction for those who take part in procession on
15 August, as he did before. There are 500 girls in the
Children of Mary, but not many boys will join the Society
of St. Joseph, two of the rules being that members must not
drink spirits until they are 21, and 'they are not at any time
to go into a public house for drink. 'Writer asks Kirby to get
'something special for this society of the boys' and he might
be able to succeed with it - drink is 'great curse of the young
people’ though it is lessening. Asks Kirby for prayers for the
Society, and has thought of asking him to draw up a few
rules for it and to get sanction of the Pope for them, 'but
perhaps this would be too much to ask’. 5pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Ignatius Walsh, [English
Convent], Rome to Kirby: Personal letter of thanks to Kirby
for painting of Our Lady of Good Counsel, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick Duggan, Loughrea, to
Kirby: Writer asks for faculties to bless beads, etc., for a
priest, Patrick Kinerk, and also power for himself to 'sub-
delegate’ in certain cases. His 'days are nearly ended'. 1p
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227

228

229

230

231

232

3 May 1892

4 May 1892

4 May 1892

4 May 1892

5 May 1892

5 May 1892

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensation. Things
are quiet in Ireland. Thanks Kirby for copy of book. 3pp

Holograph letter from Bianconi Nazzarena, Rome, to Kirby:
Writer begs Kirby for the love of God and of the Holy
Virgin, to give her ten lira - explaining her need. [Italian].
2pp

Holograph letter from +John Walsh, Toronto, to Kirby:
Introducing bearer, Thomas Long, who with his family is
visiting Rome. 1p

Holograph letter from A.M. Bennett, Lausanne, to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to procure for her a small Altar stone, as
she intends spending the summer at a Protestant Swiss
village, where a priest has already promised to say Mass for
her, but it is not possible to take the Altar stone she has for
reasons which she explains. Regarding large painting of Our
Lady of Good Counsel which she wishes to buy for local
convent. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J.J. Ryan, Thurles, to Kirby:
Writer apologizes for the delay in thanking Kirby for his
book. Glad to learn that their student, Mr. Crowe, is
satisfactory. Mentions ‘outrages' against the Pope. Cousin of
writer's is in Rome and will call on Kirby. Greetings to Fr.
Bisleti. Says that the Archbishop is 'well and keeping
golden silence’, and that writer has given up reading
newspapers, not having read one since October last, and
feels 'nothing the worse'. Mentions the Grays, who 'are now
doing penance. The hand of the Lord is heavy upon them,
and the great apostasy is being stoned for." 4pp

Holograph letter from Kate M. Barr, Sorrento, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of writer and her brother. 6pp
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233

234

235

236

5 May 1892

6 May 1892

6 May 1892

6 May 1892

Holograph letter from +P. Moran, Dunedin, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Local news. Present letter
being taken by Fr. James O'Neill, en route to Ireland to visit
aged father. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gonzaga, Limerick, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for painting of Our Lady of
Mercy, which has now been hung and blessed with a
solemn "Te Deum". Asks Kirby to obtain from Pope special
blessing for the 8th convent shortly to be opened in the
diocese under the patronage of St. Clare, to nurse sick poor
in hospital. By parcel post writer is sending Kirby 'a
Limerick lace alb'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding letter just received from Kirby, writer hastens to
explain the difference between their general Episcopal
meeting and the meeting of the Standing Committee. '... in
the former it is almost impossible to get "any" resolution
passed’ as they are 'subject to any amount of open
obstruction on the part of some "very few" who have
learned by experience that they can count on support at
Rome. In the Standing Committee, the voice of the Irish
bishops can make itself heard." Writer goes on to say that as
things are at present, with their 'general absence of control'
it would almost be better to give up the general meetings
altogether. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Greenan, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer explains reason for abrupt leaving of College
after nearly seven years there. There was nothing for it but
to leave 'and trust to God and His Holy Mother'. He took ten
days to get home, as he had to travel slowly on account of
his poor health. He would like a letter from Kirby as "it will
be most useful’ and indeed, the ‘only support' he will have.
His Bishop, Dr. McGivern, has asked him if he has one. 3pp
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237

238

239

240

241

8 May 1892

9 May 1892

10 May 1892

10 May 1892

10 May 1892

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his consoling letter. More
difficulties. Some friars would like to live at Sclerder in
strict observance of their Rule, but writer feels that it would
not be possible to support three friars and a lay brother in a
separate house - it is all they can do to support two priests in
their own house. 10pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. Lanigan, Goulbourn, to Kirby:
Writer was unwell on journey back, and still not strong.
Asks for renewal of faculties, probably the last he will need.

4pp

Holograph letter from +T.A. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges letter and rescript. Education Bill has
been put off for one reason or another. 'It is however in the
power of the Government to pass it at any time ...'
Mentions feelings of bishops at meeting to which Kirby
referred, as they had been forbidden to publish a resolution
without submitting it to Propaganda - tells what was
decided upon and done. Asks Kirby to obtain permission for
writer to make a Will in favour of charities in diocese, and
to give keepsakes to intimate friends - details. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. R. Whitty, S.J., Fiesole, to
Kirby: Personal note thanking Kirby for copy of his book.

1p

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
As Kirby has told the writer that she could call on him any
time she needed advice, she has called several times lately,
only to be told that he is 'much occupied'. Thinks the
servants do not want her to see him. Gives some details of
matters on which she would seek his advice, and tells him
that she will call at the College at 3 o'clock on the morrow -
if that time does not suit Kirby, would he let her know when
would be convenient? 4pp
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242

243

244

245

245 a

246

11 May 1892

11 May 1892

11 May 1892

12 May 1892

12 May 1892

13 May 1892

Holograph letter from Gio. Piancastelli, Director of the
Borghese Gallery, Rome, to Kirby: Writer wishes to have
permission to copy the Miraculous Statue of the Blessed
Virgin in Saint Pudentia, as none of the copies so far made
has the true form of the original. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Cerusoli, [], to Kirby:
Knowing Kirby's charity the writer recommends to him the
bearer of this letter, one Gio. Antonio Forti, who is in
extreme necessity, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Paul Cullen, Westport, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for box of "Agnus Deis".
Convent and personal news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor George Dillon, Albano, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for paper containing account of
Genazzano which he now returns. Gives some details of a
pilgrimage, saying that Prior Glynn told him of a 'miracle of
the first order at the Shrine’, the cure of a boy 'stricken from
his birth who left his crutches as a memorial of his cure...'
News etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Murray, West Maitland, to
Kirby: Writer met Dr. Dwyer, 'the worthy Bishop of
Grafton' and he handed writer the copy of Kirby's
Meditations, for which he thanks Kirby. Praises the book.
He proposes to get a bookseller in Maitland 'to procure a
number of copies so that each Priest in the Diocese may
have an opportunity of obtaining one copy ..." Everyone
well - affairs of the Church 'doing wonderfully well' - recent
Synod 'passed off remarkably well'. Kirby notes that letter
was received on 17 June. 4pp

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal note. Writer thinks that her landlord means her
'harm’, and gives details, etc. 3pp
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247

248

249

250

251

13 May 1892

14 May 1892

14 May 1892

14 May 1892

15 May 1892

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer encloses ten pounds as a token of his old
friendship with Kirby. Regarding appointment of Fr. Farrell
Sheridan as administrator of a parish on the death of the
P.P. Asks permission for Archdeacon James Reynolds of
Ardagh parish, a Vicar Forane, and 'a very worthy man' to
say the rosary in lieu of the Office, on account of his poor
health, etc. Greetings, especially to the Ardagh student, Mr.
Newman, to whom writer sends his blessing. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Personal note. Nothing new in Ireland though Parnellism
will cause trouble at coming election, etc. 1p

Holograph letter from 'H.V.", 'St. Cecilia Church’, to Kirby:
Writer cannot ask Mother Superior for 'a certificate, as she
is very ill', but asks Kirby to write to the Rector, Don
Francesco De Giovanni, who lives over the entrance gate,
remarks that she 'should not have thought to give a false
address'. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Barth Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer encloses a leaflet and part of a note from the
Abbess of the Franciscan Convent, Drumshambo, asking
Kirby for advice as to the celebration of 30 Masses in
honour of St. Gregory for the release of a soul from
Purgatory. 8pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for trouble taken over Captain
Rushbrooke, etc. Regarding compulsory education.
Approaching Jubilee for which his priests have presented
him with a High Altar worth £1600 for his cathedral.
Intends soon to apply for a coadjutor, as one is necessary
owing to his unsatisfactory state of health coupled with
increasing deafness, etc. 4pp
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252

253

254

255

256

15 May 1892

15 May 1892

17 May 1892

18 May 1892

19 May 1892

Holograph letter from W. St. John Cassell, London, to
Kirby: Personal letter giving news of his recent reception
into the Church by his old friend, Father Bone of St.
Ethelreda’s, Ely Place, London, E.C. Asks Kirby's blessing.

2pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, [], to Kirby: Writer
acknowledges letter and faculties. Now asks for power to
dispense in cases of mixed religion - 10 cases will suffice.
There is at present an urgent case on hand. Regarding
Education Bill and disunity among the bishops - ‘Dublin is
chiefly accountable for it. However, his views appear to
have changed considerably of late..." 3pp

Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome, to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding the finding of a room. Writer's
arguments with the Education authorities. Her denunciation
of Fr. Mulcahy as 'the devil' to his Archbishop, etc. 7pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Captain Rushbrooke has informed the writer of his
willingness to pay the office fees for 'making out his title of
Count', and writer will forward the amount on hearing from
Kirby. 2pp

Holograph letter from Monsignor Mattei, Sutri, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges Mass offerings, etc. Commends to
Kirby's prayers two poor priests of the diocese, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

2567



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
257

258

259

260

261

19 May 1892

19 May 1892

19 May 1892

20 May 1892

21 May 1892

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Regarding promotion by Orange Town Council of Belfast
of Bill to get power over lunatic asylum and industrial
schools, against which writer is lodging a complaint, as it is
felt that Catholics will be treated unfairly. Primate has not
told them of result of bishops' resolutions regarding
education Bill sent to Propaganda. Possibly the Standing
Committee knows, but rest of bishops 'are left in the dark'.

2pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Regarding Fr. Grennan [see KIR/1892/224 and /236], who
is to make a full and humble apology to Kirby and to Fr.
Kelly, 'and through him to the students' for the scandal he
caused by his insubordination etc. He is also to make a
retreat in a religious house. Fr. Kearns is helping him to
write a proper letter of apology to Fr. Kelly, etc. Writer
adds. 'His first statement to me was not truthful'.
Everywhere in the Diocese there is great respect for
authority, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Angelica Amoni, Foligno, to
Kirby: Profoundly moved by Kirby's kindness, the writer
thanks him for his thought of their poor Community, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Fr. Gaetana Ma. La Guarina, Tivoli,
to Kirby: Letter of thanks from writer's heart, etc. [Italian].

1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Michael Donor, Limerick, to
Kirby: At the request of Dr. O'Dwyer, the writer sends
petition for dispensation, the Bishop being at present on
Visitation. 1p
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262

263

264

265

266

267

268

21 May 1892

21 May 1892

22 May 1892

23 May 1892

23 May 1892

24 May 1892

24 May 1892

Holograph letter from Most Rev. M.F. Howley, Prefect
Apostolic, Bay St. George, to Kirby: Writer reminds Kirby
that on his appointment as Prefect Apostolic, about six
years back, he wrote to Kirby, giving facts which he now
sets out again. Regarding Burse for one student from
Newfoundland for Irish College, founded by Fr. Yore, at a
time when all Newfoundland consisted of one diocese

only - now it has two, and writer feels that the Prefecture of
St. George should have the same right as Harbour Grace.
Kirby asked him not to push the claim just then, but to wait
developments. Thinks the time has now come to put in his
claim, and gives reasons. 4pp

Holograph unfinished note in Kirby's handwriting. [Italian].
Ip

Holograph letter from F. Della VVolpe, Vatican, to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks to Kirby: [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from A. Pietro [lorio... Tornaldi], Taranto,
to Kirby: Thanks Kirby for goodness in sending money. He
now has a favour to ask, and proceeds to tell Kirby of a
proposed collection in Ireland and among Irish people in
Rome to be raised in homage to S. Cataldo, etc. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Milton, to Kirby:
Letter comes from their 'latest foundation just one year in
existence'. Gives details. Eulogises the Poles. Local news.

4pp

Holograph letter from M. Luisa Burattini, S. Cecilia, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to forgive her for troubling him,
and gives details of the case of Vincenzo Palustiani, etc.
[Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney, to Kirby:
Writer encloses applications for dispensations. 2pp
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269

270

271

272

273

26 May 1892

27 May 1892

27 May 1892

27 May 1892

29 May 1892

Holograph letter from +Federico, Bishop of Cervia, Cervia,
to Kirby: Has delayed in replying to Kirby's letter of the 12
instant, because he has been dividing the 100 Masses

between 10 priests. Expresses his gratitude, etc. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Fr. Byrne, P.P., Lismore, to
Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties for blessing
beads, etc., and wishes to have faculties to erect the Way of
the Cross in the parish church - explains that they already
have the Stations, but have now been given 'a very beautiful
set of oil pictures' by some parishioners, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Greenan, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Letter of repentance for his 'rash act', asking Kirby's
forgiveness, telling of Fr. Kearns' help, and assuring Kirby
that he will do all in his power to 'make reparation'. [see
KIR/1892/258, /236 and /224]. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick Duggan, Loughrea, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for faculties to sub-delegate
certain powers to parish priests. Says that 'The little picture
is beautiful'. 1p

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for matrimonial dispensation received.
Asks for faculties for his priests to erect Stations of the
Cross. Gives details of some portable Altars - some broken
at the corners, others without relics in the sepulchres - and
desires permission to continue using them. 2pp
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274

275

276

29 May 1892

29 May 1892

30 May 1892

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gertrude, Florence, to
Kirby: The Mother General of the Little Company of Mary
is shortly leaving for England, as her Bishop wants her in
Nottingham, and she would like to 'have some Letter of
Blessing from His Holiness for the journey'. This request is
made because it might be thought that the work of the
Community was not pleasing to the Pope if she returned to
England 'without some token of his approval. The more so
as she has not been able to have an audience either this time
or the last time that she has been in Rome'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Joseph P. Byrne, Bathurst, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for copy of '‘Meditations'. Diocesan
news. Regarding negotiations of late Dr. Matthew Quinn
with the Vincentian Fathers, etc. Present debt on College is
£2,500. Writer has offered the College to the Congregation
of the Missions, on certain conditions, and the Superiors in
Ireland have agreed. Asks Kirby's help as Cardinal Simeoni
is dead. Ecclesiastical seminary connected with the College
has been closed 'since the opening of Cardinal Moran's
magnificent Seminary of St. Patrick at Manly ..." Regarding
work of Cardinal Moran, under whom the bishops "are
united as they were never united before’. Regarding
‘triumph of the enemy in Italy and France ..." 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Charleville, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter regarding Captain
Rushbrooke, who understands why his title of Count cannot
include the words 'Holy Roman Empire’. "'This omission is
another proof of restrictions imposed on the Holy Father in
the exercise of his lawful prerogatives as Head of the
Church and ruler of his temporal dominions ..." Mentions
satisfactory state of his own diocese, where the faith and
morals of the people 'with very few exceptions are all that
could be desired'. 4pp
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277

278

279

280

281

282

283

30 May 1892

30 May 1892

31 May 1892

‘May 1892

1 June 1892

1 June 1892

2 June 1892

Holograph letter from W. St. John Cassell, Crewe, to Kirby:
Personal note, thanking Kirby for his letter and informing
him that writer was confirmed the day before at the Italian
church at Clerkenwell, London by the Bishop of Emmaus,
taking the name of Patrick. 2pp

Holograph letter from [] Gentil, [] to Kirby: Plea for help,
needed urgently. [Letter undated, but note in Kirby's hand
gives the date as 30.5.92]. [Italian]. 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Lilla Visconti, [], to Kirby:
Writer sends the letter by the Superior General and
Foundress of the Sisters of the Poor, who is anxious for
Kirby's help. Mentions death of their 'saintly Archbishop’,
and tells of her own slackness both about her 'household
and spiritual duties'. 4pp

Printed newspaper cutting from "The Australian
Messenger": Being a review of Dr. Kirby's book, with a
note in his own handwriting. 4pp

Printed invitation from D. Cesare Cagliero, Ospizio del S.
Cuore di Gesu, Rome, to Kirby: Printed invitation for 6
June to the Salesian Conference, giving details of what is to
take place. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Callaghan, Cork, to Kirby:
Writer gives absence on missions as reason for delay in
thanking Kirby for obtaining the indulgence for St. Patrick’s

prayer. 2pp

Holograph letter from Guialdo [Anges], Vatican, to Kirby:
Today the Holy Father wishes Kirby to be told that he is
celebrating not one, but two Masses for his intention.
[Italian]. 1p
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284

285

286

287

288

289

3 June 1892

3 June 1892

3 June 1892

4 June 1892

5 June 1892

5 June 1892

Holograph letter from Rev. W. Kelly, Dublin, to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of voyage, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Frances K. Olcott, Caldwell, N.J., to
Kirby: Personal letter from a niece. 5pp

Holograph draft letter from Kirby to []: 'Please write
underneath the name of the Sister who will supply your
place. Again - best blessing. +T.K." Includes reply from
Sister M. Catherine stating that Mother M. Cecilia and
Mother Theresa will be Superior and Assistant,
respectively. She then asks Kirby's prayers. [Probably Little
Company of Mary]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of Kirby's letter regarding
money left with Kirby to pay for the picture - thinks
perhaps Kirby has forgotten that although the artist did not
paint the picture ultimately, Kirby took another from him
which he forwarded to the writer and that he is not,
therefore, in writer's debt. The parish priest of Strabane has
asked him to obtain through Kirby a gift from the Pope as a
prize in his forthcoming bazaar to raise funds for the new
church there. Local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Maddalena Palma, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer is sure that Fr. Kelly 'will get a cordial reception
from the Bishops'. Hopes it will be possible to devise 'some
scheme for making the Irish College more serviceable and
creditable to Ireland by turning it into a College for students
who desire to pursue an advanced course of studies.’ This is
their wish, but insufficient resources at their command is
the difficulty. He hopes the Education Bill will be dropped
through want of time, 'though the ministry seem obstinate in
their determination to pass it'. Thanks for dispensation. 4pp
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290 7 June 1892 Holograph letter fom Leopoldina di Robinno, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby of his charity to give Benediction,
as before, on the approaching Feast of Corpus Christi,
giving some details. [Italian]. 2pp

291 8 June 1892 Holograph letter from Ma. Margherita, Montellate, to

Kirby: The day before the writer was at last able to speak to
the General, and this is the first moment she has had to
write to Kirby, telling him of the results. Gives points
discussed - regarding Constitution, etc. 2pp
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292 8 June 1892 Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:

Writer is glad that Fr. Greenan's apology was fully
satisfactory [see KIR/1892/271, /258, /236 and /224]. Is
sending him as curate 'to a steady old P.P.", and he will
make his retreat with all the other priests at their annual
retreat, as writer feels this is best, since only Fr. Kearns
knows of his trouble and he does not wish to publish it.
Writer has recently learned of 'a very long report’ which has
been sent to him from Dr. Brownrigg, for approval and in
reply wrote a letter giving his views regarding the Irish
College in Rome, from which he ‘will not depart, seeing that
too much fuss is being excited about nothing ...". The
bishops' meeting is to be held at Maynooth on 21 instant.
[Copy of Bishop McGivern's letter which he enclosed for
Kirby to see]. This states that he has objections to the report
'being presented as an expression of the four bishops who
considered those matters last autumn in Rome'. Some of the
recommendations he now learns for the first time, while
others were rejected by him at the meeting. 'The
Constitution drafted by Y.L.", continues the letter, 'might fit
admirably a College in Ireland and be workable under the
direct supervision of the Bishops. But to mould anew and
remodel the Irish College in Rome is not left to the
discretion and judgement of the Irish Bishops." Writer goes
on to give details of the foundation of the Irish College in
Rome by Papal Brief, which prescribed its Constitution,
discipline, course of studies, etc. Irish bishops are invited 'to
assist in giving effect to the Papal Brief and make the
College in Rome worthy' of Ireland, but no authority has
been delegated to them 'to draft for it an improved
Constitution so as to impart to it a more vigorous existence
... The Pope and no other could undo or change the original
Papal Brief.' Bishops should be recommended to appoint Fr.
Kelly as the new Rector. Explains how the College
functions. Praises work of Kirby, under whom the College
has given twelve bishops and 'many priests sufficiently well
instructed in ecclesiastical knowledge and Church
ceremonies'’. "The objectionable Oath was never taken by
students in the Irish College'. Details given of the working
of the College. The writer says he thinks the publication of
the report 'may be indiscreet’, but he is willing to bear a
portion of the expense of doing so, if Dr. Brownrigg decides
to publish it, provided that this letter 'be added to it, at the
end'. 6pp
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293 [does not exist - mistake in numbering].

294 9 June 1892 Holograph letter from +Joseph Byrne, Bathurst, to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for £250, Peter's Pence. Gives
diocesan news. People too poor to support resident priests.
Details of work done in the bush, etc. Great confidence in
St. Joseph. Non-Catholics impressed by their self-sacrifice,
etc. 7pp

295 11 June 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. Gonzaga Kenny, Limerick,

to Kirby: Writer is glad that Kirby liked the alb, and thanks
him for the medallion pictures of Our Lady of Mercy.
Convent of Mercy has open its "6th" House in the West
which, with the parent one makes seven houses in the
diocese. Encloses request for privileged Altar. 5pp
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296

297

298

299

11 June 1892

12 June 1892

12 June 1892

13 June 1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Fr. Kelly, Enniscorthy, to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter. His interviews
with the Primate, the Archbishop of Dublin and several
bishops have convinced him that he was 'entirely mistaken
in looking to the spontaneous action' of the Bishops for ' a
proper regulation' of the College. 'The question has been put
aside all but hopelessly'. His presence may perhaps 'induce
the next meeting to consider the matter. Without it nothing
would have been done'. As all the bishops are now on
Visitation it is difficult to arrange meetings with them, but
writer will attend at Maynooth on and after the 18th instant,
when he will be able to see nearly all. He is not happy in
what he is doing, and is not always sure that he is acting
prudently. Intends mentioning necessary building of gable
laid before the bishops 'more than six months ago' in his
report, 'But these reports have been simply forgotten'. As
soon as matters are settled 'in any way', writer will notify
Kirby at once. Is glad that the Bishop of Ossory 'had
arranged to promote the circulation’ of Kirby's Meditations
among his clergy and religious. Writer continues. 'l believe
that, since the Bishops won't help or encourage very
earnestly, some person with more enthusiasm and courage
would be sent to Rome." Asks Kirby to remember at Mass
writer's ‘want of light in present circumstances’ and asks
also his blessing. 8pp

Holograph letter from W. St. John Cassell, London, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and engraving of St.
Patrick, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for dispensation. Mentions Fr. Kelly, who
is very thin'. 1p

Holograph letter from Monsignor Ignazio Persico, Rome, to
Kirby: Regarding the Bishop of Wexford. [Italian]. 1p
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300

301

302

303

304

13 June 1892

13 June 1892

13 June 1892

14 June 1892

15 June 1892

Holograph letter from Suor Maria Letizia, [], to Kirby:
Wishes to see Kirby again before leaving, would it be
possible to come today? And at what time? [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. James Nugent, "Catholic
Times" of Liverpool, Rome, to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby
for his book and 'kind congratulations'. He had ‘a most
delightful and interesting audience with the Holy Father'
that morning. The Pope was anxious to know about the
writer's work, etc., and about Catholic affairs in England.
Writer now goes home to his work ‘full of consolation and
bearing many blessings' to those associated with him. 2pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Ignazia [Fuerchi], [], to Kirby:
Asks help for her poor Community of Kirby's charity.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Letter deals with the way in which they are still being
'sorely tried'. V.C. of Salford has sent them a temporary
help, a priest ‘whom he wished to be out of the way for a
time', and he 'is certainly a little unhinged' etc. [Last page
missing, so there is no signature, but writer is Agnes E. St.
John]. 8pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Unexpected success regarding Education question. Writer
made a suggestion in a letter which he published, as a result
of which the Under Secretary, Sir West Ridgeway, called on
him immediately, telling him that he would go to London
'to try to get the suggestion adopted. With this concession,
which gives us thoroughly Catholic schools, we may care
very little about compulsion'. Even so, the writer has been
informed by wire that 'most important concessions' have
been made. Thinks the Pope should know at once. 4pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
305

306

307

308

17 June 1892

19 June 1892

20 June 1892

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and relics. Regarding Altar
stones, great number of those to which he referred
previously have no sepulchres, and he would like
permission to continue their use until he can consecrate
others - many very old, probably from penal times. Writer
dreads General Election, East Waterford will be contested
by the Parnellites. Local news, etc. 3pp

[does not exist - mistake in numbering]

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for forwarding. Has been visiting Irish
College in Paris, which is doing well under the Vincentians,
although the bursar 'is taking a very high hand with the Irish
bishops in reference to the temporalities of the college'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. W. Kelly, Enniscorthy, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and Dr. McGivern's
enclosures, which are returned herewith. Was present at
Standing Committee of bishops when College affairs were
discussed. No danger of present system of studies being
upset so as to jeopardize usefulness or existence of College.
"... itis admitted that none but good students should be sent
out and that the funds of the College should be increased'.
Remarks about appointment of Vice-Rector made writer
expect that Fr. Dunne would be selected. Letter continues.
'‘Some expressed a preference for the Schools of the Roman
College. There was nothing about the office of Rector
except that I intimated my desire, apart from
insubordination, to withdraw from such a position.'
However, such a decision must wait for the full meeting, the
Standing Committee cannot decide. 4pp
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309

310

311

312

20 June 1892

21 June 1892

22 June 1892

23 June 1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Greenan, Ballynahinch,
to Kirby: Writer expresses gratitude for Kirby's kindness
and interest, etc. Has been appointed second curate in
Ballynahinch because of declining health of parish priest,
Fr. McGrath, who is to take a short holiday. Writer has not
had time to make a retreat, but will take part in the annual
diocesan one in July. Has taken the pledge - the prevailing
vice locally is drunkenness. Gives details of duties in the
absence of the parish priest. [see KIR/1892/292, /271, /258,
/236 and /224]. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Thanks for letter and for obtaining 'unsolicited' papal
blessing on writer's Golden Jubilee, celebrated in the now-
completed cathedral. He has sent paper containing account
of ceremonies. Thanks also for forwarding the dispensation.
Encloses a letter from Captain Rushbrooke, in which he
expresses a wish that Kirby would ‘interest himself further
in the matter' of his title, and encloses a letter from Kirby.
[Letter from Captain Rushbrooke herewith]. 6pp

Holograph letter from Zelinda [Del Rayse], [], to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby's blessing on all her family - and help.
[Italian]. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
On return from bishops' meeting writer found Kirby's letter,
and is 'deeply pained' at the thought that the Sacred
Congregation should imagine that he is wanting in respect
or submission. If he has erred he has done so unwittingly,
and begs Kirby to assure the Sacred Congregation of his
reverence, etc. Presumes the Congregation refers to writer's
letter to Kirby regarding Altar stone, and explains the
circumstances. Fears that his bad handwriting may be
responsible for the misunderstanding. [Rest of letter
missing. Second page with signature missing, but it is from
+R.A. Sheehan]. 3pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
313

314

24 June 1892

24 June 1892

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
When Kirby goes to Propaganda, as writer asked him to do
in yesterday's letter, it would be best not to mention the
Altar stones as he is, on reflection, inclined to think that
Propaganda was not referring to the stones but to quite
another matter. He will himself write to the Cardinal
Prefect, perhaps not even waiting to hear from Kirby. 2pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry, to Kirby:
Writer asked Bishop Brownrigg if he had published the
report of which he had previously written to Kirby, and got
the reply. 'How could | have it printed after you knocked the
bottom out of it?' He had sent it, together with the writer's
letter to him, to the Archbishop of Dublin, who proposed to
read it at the public meeting. However, when the writer
stood up and said that if the report were read he claimed it
‘as a right' that his letter should also be read, the Archbishop
dropped both, 'and proceeded on new ground already
chosen'. Archbishop proposed that free places in the College
should 'be supplemented by students to represent £55 each,
and that pensioners coming to the College should pay that
sum, same as is done in the American College.' Writer
‘again’ remarked that America was a large and rich country,
while Ireland is a small and poor one, and that he 'had it on
the best authority that to raise the pension to even £40
would kill the College, inasmuch as no student who could
get into Maynooth for £30 would be willing to go to Rome
and pay £40 or more'. Archbishop Walsh then gave details
of the Belgian burses which he is willing to transfer from
Maynooth to the Irish College, Rome, saying that he also
possessed other sums which he could allocate in the same
way. ‘This was accepted'. It was suggested 'that a fixed
salary of £200 should be given to the Rector per annum and
£100 to the Vice-Rector in the College in Rome, to be
considered on the morrow." More details of the meeting
regarding salaries and also the students to be chosen for
Rome, etc. 4pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
315

316

317

24 June 1892

24 June 1892

24 June 1892

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer is 'so overcome with tearful gratitude' that she
‘cannot see well to write' but, as requested, she sends the
acknowledgement. It will be easy to do the rest as Kirby
wishes, for 'a devoted friend, a priest, will draw it up in
Latin', etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. Kelly, Maynooth, to Kirby:
College affairs 'have been admirably settled' by the bishops.
‘There will be an examining board in Dublin'. Burse has
been raised adequately. 'Ample annuities or salaries have
been allotted’. No appointment has been made for post of
Vice-Rector, although writer informed the bishops that Fr.
Brady ‘would be satisfied to return after a vacation in
Ireland and to remain for a time'. As to himself, the bishops
simply notified him of his appointment as Rector - 'Let us
trust in God that it will be for the best'. He is returning
without delay, and asks Kirby to let Fr. Brady know the
contents of the present letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer presumes that Fr. Kelly will have written to tell
Kirby of the scheme worked out for the College at the
bishops' meeting - mentions 'two essential points'. Gives
details of plans. Asks Kirby to see Pope immediately to ask
whether they may count on his sanction for the transfer of
the Burses. 'He did something similar when establishing the
new Armenian College'. If this is done for the Irish College,
writer will be able to keep seven or eight students there
permanently, and it will ‘enable other bishops to send
students there who at present cannot possibly do so'. 4pp
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318

319

320

321

26 June 1892

26 June 1892

26 June 1892

27 June 1892

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford, to
Kirby: Writer begs Kirby through his 'love for souls in
difficulties' to obtain favourable answer to enclosed

petition. He was not able to stay at bishops' meeting to the
end, but believes that the matter of the College was
satisfactorily concluded. Hopes it gives satisfaction to Kirby
who, with Fr. Kelly, can always rely on writer's 'poor
services in union with the Primate, and the Archbishops of
Dublin and Cashel'. General Election now taking place. 1p

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for picture. Mentions his
Golden Jubilee celebrations. Now on eve of general
election, is confident that Parnellism will be overthrown.
Encloses five pounds 'for three or four Masses' that their
approaching retreat 'may be fruitful of grace' to them all,
etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam, to Kirby:
Writer has conveyed to his 'brethren of the Province' the
wishes of Propaganda as to paper to be used, and is sure that
there will be no future grounds for complaint. Local news.

1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer has carefully made a copy of Kirby's direction and
draft, and now returns book. Expresses great gratitude for
such help, etc. Writes of 'the image' and of the ‘'many
hundreds of favours' granted to prayer before it, and to
petitions laid in box at its feet. Has sent petition to priest
friend to translate into Latin, and hope soon that they will
'have a friendly priest on a visit', whom they will get to
obtain the signatures, etc. 4pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
322

323

324

325

27 June 1892

27 June 1892

27 June 1892

28 June 1892

Holograph letter from +John K. O'Doherty, Derry, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for prize from Pope for Fr. O'Hagan's
bazaar, as also for 'generous donation' from Kirby himself.
Peter's Pence collection will be held next Sunday. Hopes
Kirby is pleased with results of bishops' deliberations
regarding the Irish College. Writer is sure that Fr. Kelly will
make 'an excellent Rector, for he is a very holy and earnest
man. He has at heart the good of religion'. Writer is shortly
to lay foundation stone of new wing to diocesan college,
where number of students is increasing rapidly. 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. H. O'Hagan, P.P., Strabane,
to Kirby: Having just heard from Bishop of prize from the
Pope for 'forthcoming bazaar, to be held in about twelve
months from now’, he writes to thank Kirby [see
KIR/1892/322]. He has also learned that Kirby wishes to
have some tickets bought for him, and any prizes he may
win are to go to the benefit 'of the important work on hand'.
Mentions late Mgr. Hassan, his cousin, who often spoke of
his 'many obligations' to Kirby: 3pp

Holograph letter from Soeur M. Letizia, Marseille, to
Kirby: On the instructions of Reverend Mother, the writer
sends Kirby the news of their journey, which was not a
happy one, as Mother was unwell on the train and of their
present circumstances. Mentions the 'large and beautiful
convent' - the lakes, woods, gardens, etc. and the simple
chapel where lives, day and night, the Creator of all things.
Personal news. Hopes that Kirby is well, etc. 7pp

Holograph letter from [Rhoda E. White], New York, to
Kirby: Writer gives news of her miraculous cure by relic of
St. Anne, sent by the Pope to Monsignor Marquis, as also
that of many others, and conversions of Protestants cured,
etc. Praises Monsignor O'Reilly, her brother, very highly,
saying that 'in common justice' he should be relieved ‘from
sordid cares' etc., and gives some details concerning him.
[No signature but the writer is Rhoda E. White]. 4pp
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326

327

328

329

29 June 1892

29 June 1892

[circa June
1892]

1 July 1892

Holograph letter from Leopoldina di Robinno, Rome, to
Kirby: The Novena of expiation having come to an end,
writer would like to thank Kirby for his goodness in
imparting the Benediction, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. John Cotter, Kinsale, to
Kirby: Writer apologizes for long delay in thanking Kirby
for the book sent him from the publishers and also for his
letter. Thirty eight years ago today he left St. Agatha's. He
recently met Fr. Hickey, Prior of San Clemente in Cork.
Asks Kirby to renew faculties to bless beads etc., as also for
both his curates. Writer has now succeeded in getting the
nuns appointed as nurses to the sick poor in Kinsale Union
Hospital, after a great fight against bigotry. At elections in
March six Protestant Guardians were put out and six
Catholic Guardians appointed in their place. 4pp

Holograph letter from R.E. White, [America] to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to obtain some 'souvenir' for her brother,
Monsignor O'Reilly, for his coming Jubilee, giving reasons.
[Letter undated, but Jubilee mentioned was probably 10
September 1892]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick O'Byrne, Loreto, to
Kirby: Writer apologizes for leaving without getting letter
written by Kirby for him. Explains reasons, and asks Kirby
to forward it to address he gives in Venice. 2pp
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330

331

332

333

334

335

1 July 1892

3 July 1892

3 July 1892

4 July 1892

4 July 1892

4 July 1892

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for fifty pounds, for 'at least
400 Masses' for late Fr. Finnegan's intention. Fr. Greenan
[see KIR/1892/309, /292, /271, /258, /236 and /224] took
the pledge, which was beautifully worded, so much so that
the writer is thinking of getting it printed on 'nice little
cards' for all who take the pledge from him, especially the
children. Fr. Greenan has gone on the missions. 'Nothing
touched him so much' as Kirby's letter, over which he
nearly cried. He has gone to a good and learned parish
priest. Bishop has treated him ‘with the greatest prudence
and firmness'. Glad to hear of provisions made by the
bishops for the Irish College, Rome. 3pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Writer is sorry that Kirby did not see his way to 'introducing
the matter' with His Holiness. Gives reasons. It is difficult
for writer the bring the matter forward formally, but he will
do his best. Regarding Christian Brothers and National
Board of Education. Demonstration at Athy. Mentions that
the Parnellites 'will not carry 10 seats in all Ireland..' 4pp

Holograph letter from S.M. Saveria Evangelisti, [], to
Kirby: Writer asks charity of Kirby for one of her religious,
giving details. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from The Superior, Mantellate, to Kirby:
Writer has not the tongue to thank Kirby adequately for his
charity, etc. [See KIR/1892/ 332]. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from Pietro Colacci, [], to Kirby: Personal
note. [ltalian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Nicholas Power, Cahir, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to have 'enclosed faculties'
renewed. 2pp
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336

337

338

339

340

341

342

4 July 1892

5 July 1892

5 July 1892

5 July 1892

6 July 1892

6 July 1892

6 July 1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick O'Byrne, Lake Lugano,
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and books [see
KIR/1892/329]. Gives some details of journey of self and
companions towards Ireland. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Evangelist, Killarney, to
Kirby: Having erected a marble Altar in the chapel in their
Mercy Convent, writer hopes that Kirby will obtain for it
the indulgence of a Privileged Altar. She is sorry that he is
no longer able to be active, etc. 2pp

Holograph letter from M. J. Beechinor, Lugano, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for kindness when in Rome, and
especially for the Audience with the Pope which 'was worth
coming all the way from Tasmania' for. 1p

Holograph letter from James O'Neill, Lugano, to Kirby:
Writer regrets that he was not able to see Kirby before
leaving Rome, but the heat drove him away. Hopes to be
back in October, and will be glad to take any messages, etc.
to friends of Kirby in New Zealand. 2pp

Holograph letter from Angelo Paguano, [Rome], to Kirby:
This is a receipted bill for items supplied from 23 June to 4
July, both dates inclusive. [Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, [], to Kirby:
Asking Kirby to come and hear confessions that morning.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister Philomena Zaccardi, Rome to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby if he can say Mass for them at the
Conservatorio di Sta. Eufemia the following Sunday. 1p
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343

344

345

346

347

348

349

8 July 1892

8 July 1892

9 July 1892

10 July 1892

12 July 1892

12 July 1892

14 July 1892

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Carmelites,
Loughrea, to Kirby: Writer encloses intentions for Masses
which she asks Kirby to have said. One novena to be said
before 27 July, as it is for the success of their elections
which take place on that day. 2pp

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer is very grateful for the Altar Stones, etc. Asks for
additional relics - 50 or 60 will probably be consecrated.
Asks power of communicating faculties for blessing beads,
etc. Has written to the Cardinal Prefect regarding a
matrimonial case. Although from Cloyne Diocese he has
been asked to present the case as the writer knows the
parties well as he was curate in their parish once. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Cornelius Ryan, Brentwood, to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain faculties for blessing
rosaries, etc. for his parish priest, Rev. Thomas Norris,
Diocese of Westminster. 2pp

Holograph letter from P. Cagiano de [Azeveda], Vatican, to
Kirby: Thanking Kirby for his charity in asking writer to
celebrate eight Masses, etc. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, 'St. Malachy's
College', to Kirby: Writes from Retreat to tell Kirby that the
bishops only did their duty to him for his 'long and
meritorious services to the Church'. Notes that "The air is
resounding with Orange drums' as he writes. 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Brennan, Inchicore, to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Unfinished note in Kirby's handwriting to Fr Ryan: Kirby
tells Ryan that he would be happy to apply for the favour
requested [in reply to KIR/1892/345]. 1p
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350

351

352

353

354

355

14 July 1892

14 July 1892

14 July 1892

15 July 1892

15 July 1892

15 July 1892

Holograph letter from Sister M.C. Di Ricci, Dunedin, to
Kirby: Personal letter from a niece, asking for the blessing
of the Pope for her Community, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen, to
Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties in Formula
Sexta. Anxious times in Ireland on account of the General
Election, although on the whole things are satisfactory, and
it is comforting to think of greatly reduced number of
Parnellites in new House of Commons. Gives details of
feeling among the people. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Prioress, Dunedin,
to Kirby: Letter of thanks for gifts for the Community of St.
Dominic's Priory. 6pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Lucia Pazzaghia, [], to Kirby:
Asks Kirby to go that morning to hear confessions. [ltalian].

1p

Holograph letter from V. Rev. John Cotter, Kinsale, to
Kirby: Grateful thanks to Kirby from writer, curates and
Sisters for his letter and 'welcome presents'. Local parochial
news. Informs Kirby that 'by some mishap' his name
appears on faculties for blessing beads, etc. instead of that
of his curate, Fr. Laurence Cummins, so that there are two
documents in the name of Fr. Cotter, and none in that of Fr.
Cummins. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin, to Kirby:
Regarding election results - Parnellites are beaten by about
10-1. Gives some details of figures, and mentions that 'the
whole publican interest is on the Parnellite side ... The
money expended is all publicans’ money'. In Dublin diocese
everything passed off well, but no so in Armagh where in
Dundalk a man was killed. Regarding polling in 'N. Co.
Dublin' where "The outgoing member is a Parnellite, but
personally an excellent M.P." 4pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
356

357

358

359

360

361

16 July 1892

16 July 1892

16 July 1892

16 July 1892

17 July 1892

17 July 1892

Holograph letter from Ma. Agnese, [], to Kirby: Asks Kirby
to accept Carmelite scapulars. Gives convent news.
[Italian]. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M.E. Russell, Newry, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for the painting of Our Lady of Mercy.
Bishop wants Kirby to know that the second painting,
which he had thought to keep for his own cathedral he later
decided to give to 'M.M. Gertrude, Lurgan, knowing how
much it would be appreciated there. That was a great
sacrifice on the part of the Bishop, as he had already sent it
to be framed for our Lady's Chapel'. 4pp

Holograph letter fom +J. Lynch, Tullow, to Kirby: Writer
encloses petition for dispensation. Regarding permission
granted to enable him to appoint priests to parishes, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford, to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for presentation. Regarding return
of Fr. Kelly to the College. As regards election, they "are
destroying the majority of Lord Salisbury but not yet giving
Mr. Gladstone a very substantial majority. How the new
Parliament will work for Ireland of course we do not yet
know.' 2pp

Holograph letter from Suora Maria Letizia, Blancarde, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby very much for his dear letter,
while Reverend Mother thanks him for the gift he sent.
Gives news of convent where there are some Italian Sisters
and some French ones who understand Italian. Begs his
blessing and will always remember his great goodness to
her, etc. [Italian]. 6pp

Holograph letter from D. Giuseppe Fiocchi, Rome, to
Kirby: Writer would like two Masses celebrated - details.
[Italian]. 1p
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KIR/ 1892 /
362

363

364

365

18 July 1892

18 July 1892

18 July 1892

18 July 1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer regrets that no intimation of the nomination of Fr.
Kelly as Rector of the Irish College has yet been sent to
Propaganda, and explains probable reasons. Is writing to
Archbishop of Dublin in this connection. Is also sorry that ‘a
very cordial and well merited vote of thanks' passed by the
bishops to Kirby has not been forwarded to him. Election
news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally, to Kirby:
Writer is sorry to have to tell Kirby that his niece, Margaret
Kirby, died at Courtrai on 17 April last. Mother Superior
wrote immediately to Fr. Bourke, but her letter was returned
to her with the information of his death. She did not know
where to write, but on receipt of a remittance sent by the
writer, she at once sent a letter conveying the news. He is
notifying Sion Hill, as he presumes they have not heard the
news. As Fr. Bourke had for some years merely paid the
pension, allowing the surplus to accumulate, there was now
‘a sum of more than one hundred pounds' on hand, which
Kirby might like to go to Ellen Kirby, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford, to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for Pope's blessing on their Synod -
everything passed off admirably. Fr. Hickey, O.P., of San
Clemente has been staying with writer. 3pp

Holograph letter from Suor M. Geltrude Carozza, Rome, to
Kirby: Asking Kirby to forgive her for taking the liberty of
writing to him on the matter, she asks his financial help,
giving reasons. [ltalian]. 2pp
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366

367

368

369

370

18 July 1892

19 July 1892

19 July 1892

20 July 1892

20 July 1892

Holograph letter from Margaret Cullen, Liverpool, to
Kirby: Cardinal Cullen was born at Prospect, Ballitore, Co.
Kildare. They, the family, are all grateful to Kirby ‘for
erecting a memorial, to secure prayers when his friends are
gone, and to encourage others to imitate his virtues'.
Expresses gratitude for picture of our Blessed Lady. Hopes
to visit Rome with a pilgrimage the following February 'to
congratulate our Holy Father' and to find Kirby 'still
reigning at the Irish College'. Asks prayers for self and
brother. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. John O'Reilly, Milan, to Kirby:
Writer tells of loss of various papers, through the
carelessness of a Customs official, including the letter of
recommendation from Kirby. He asks for another, as it is
for him 'a matter of urgent necessity'. Apologizes for trouble
given. Wishes letter sent to Euston Hotel, London, etc.
News of journey. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Ballinasloe, to
Kirby: Writer asks for Portiuncula Indulgence for Altar of
the Sacred Heart at Ballinasloe, and of the Immaculate
Conception at Loughrea for Mercy convents. Bishop has
given full sanction. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Ignatius Walsh, Wexford,
to Kirby: Personal letter giving local news, etc. Also tells
Kirby that the painting he gave them at the Convent of Our
Lady of Mercy. The painting of the Sacred Heart is now in
the chapel, and that of Our Lady of Good Counsel hangs in
their community room. 4pp

Holograph letter from S. Luigi Formilri, Rome, to Kirby:
Regarding petition from Bishop of Waterford in connection
with the delegation to his priests of the faculty of blessing,
etc. [Italian]. 1p
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371

372

373

374

375

376

21 July 1892

21 July 1892

22 July 1892

23 July 1892

23 July 1892

24 July 1892

Holograph letter from Suor M. Geltrude Carozza, Rome, to
Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for his charity, etc.
[see KIR/1892/364]. [Italian]. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny, to
Kirby: Election has ‘changed the condition of things very
much for the better'. Writer encloses ten pounds for Kirby
and a further ten pounds for the repose of the soul of the late
Fr. Spence, parish priest of Ballyshannon. Trusts that the
new arrangements for sending students to Rome will prove
satisfactory. They are ‘all deeply interested in how Ireland
appears in Rome.' 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. de Sales, Mercy Convent,
Killarney, to Kirby: All grateful for Kirby's continued
kindness and interest, etc. 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Mary Catherine of the
Immaculate Conception, Wells, Somerset, to Kirby: Writer
apologizes for enclosing letter for Helen Murphy which she
asks Kirby to forward. Being unable, through illness, to
reply to her last letter, writer has now no address and is
anxious to give certain information. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder, to Kirby:
Writer thinks Kirby has misunderstood her former request,
and explains. Regarding the Bishop, etc. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Ma. Angelica Amoni, Foligno, to
Kirby: Writer asks help of Kirby, giving details, and
apologizing for her temerity in writing. [Italian]. 4pp

2593



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /

377

378

379

24 July 1892

25 July 1892

25 July 1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh, to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of letter and Pope's Brief
regarding the Holy Family. He read and explained the latter
to parish priests at their retreat and will do the same to the
curates during their retreat. Is sending commendation to
Propaganda, in the name of the bishops regarding their
desire that Fr. Kelly be appointed Rector of the Irish
College, Rome. Complains of attitude of Propaganda
towards Irish bishops who cannot afford a secretary. Gives
instance of a parish priest who, at the suggestion of his
Bishop, applied direct to Propaganda and who had his
application returned with a note saying that it should be sent
by the Bishop, and that 'it was not the way to address the
Cardinal'. This might be fair, continues the letter, were it
not that recently faculties have been curtailed so often. The
writer himself has decided not to use faculties 'in secundo et
secundo and secundo and tertio’. Application has to be made
to Propaganda when there is time to do so, and it is often
difficult to 'determine when this condition is verified'.
Furthermore, some of writer's suffragans 'get these faculties
without any condition, and can dispense at once when they
have a sufficient cause'. Such cases turn up frequently, and
if parish priests cannot apply 'it will impose a great deal of
additional trouble on the Bishop. This is hardly considerate
on the part of Propaganda, who complain so bitterly
themselves of every irregularity that causes them the least
trouble. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Ed. M. O'Callaghan,
McDonaldtown to Kirby: Personal letter giving local and
diocesan news. Australia is a hard place for Irishmen - the
Irish are ashamed of their brogue, and many of the children
are ashamed to raise their hats to a priest. Asks for renewal
of faculties. 16pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Stanislaus O'Neill, Westmeath
to Kirby: Writer sends grateful thanks ‘for all the blessings
and spiritual favours' he has obtained for them at the
Convent of Mercy. Asks Kirby to remember them if he ever
has it in his power to introduce the Institute 'to anyone
wishing to do a service to God' s afflicted ones." 4pp
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380

381

382

383

384

385

26 July 1892

26 July 1892

26 July 1892

26 July 1892

26 July 1892

27 July 1892

Holograph letter from Mary F. Kirby, Stonington, Ct. to
Kirby: Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford to Kirby:
Since writer's previous letter, 'the Parish Priest has
discovered a second impediment, namely consanguinity in
the fourth degree’, and he has therefore to trouble Kirby
again with a further application. Hopes the Rector arrived
safely. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gertrude, Lurgan to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for the painting of Our Lady of Mercy,
just received through their Bishop. Convent of Mercy news.

4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter containing Brief
conferring title of Count on Captain Rushbrooke.
Apologizes for not answering two earlier letters, and gives
reasons. Also thanks Kirby for Brief on consecration of
Christian families to the Holy Family of Nazareth. Encloses
petition for dispensation. 3pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Acknowledges receipt of second parcel of relics from
Kirby. Diocesan news. 3pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter and Pope's Encyclical,
which he will read to priests at their next conference on 9th
August. Paintings also arrived safely and gives details as to
their disposal. Election results and ‘there exists no other
Diocese so free from Parnellism as the Diocese of
Dromore'. Will send Peter's Pence soon. Hopes Fr. Kelly
will be able to give Kirby a satisfactory account of them all.

3pp
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386 27 July 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. E. Russell, Newry to Kirby:
Most grateful thanks to Kirby for paintings. News of branch
houses of Convent of Mercy. 4pp

387 28 July 1892 Holograph letter from '‘Count’ William Rushbrooke,
Milford, Surrey to Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for
Brief of his appointment as Count, which writer has
received through his Bishop. Greetings from self and wife.
Bishop has been ‘far from well of late'. 4pp

388 28 July 1892 Holograph letter from Rev. P. V. Dwyer, West Maitland to
Kirby: Personal letter from an ex-student, thanking Kirby
for sending him a copy of his book, which he praises
extremely highly. Telling him that he is trying to establish
the 'Apostolic Union of Secular Priests' in the diocese.
Asking him for a Papal Blessing for his parents and
relatives. Giving him Australian news. 6pp

389 28 July 1892 Holograph letter from William Cassell, Denver, U.S.A. to
Kirby: Personal letter giving news of the birth of his son,
Francis Leo. 3pp

390 28 July 1892 Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Dolphin, Loughrea
to Kirby: Writer is most grateful for papal blessing for the
Carmelite Community. Election of new Prioress went off
well, and everyone is pleased with the result. New Prioress
asks Kirby's prayers and blessing for each of them. 1p

391 29 July 1892 Holograph letter from [V. Rev. P. Beecham], P.P,
Kilmallock to Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of faculties for
blessing beads. Gives personal news. 3pp
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392

393

394

395

29 July 1892

31 July 1892

31 July 1892

1 August
1892

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer encloses draft for £156, Peter's Pence for
1892. Regrets sum is small but prefers to send tribute every
year rather than once in several years. Asks papal blessing
for whole flock, priests and people. In 1890 Pope promised,
during an Audience, to give writer 'a Jubilee for this diocese
on the occasion of the consecration of St. Mel's Cathedral'.
Hopes to have the consecration on 23rd May 1893 and has
invited Cardinal Moran to preach, having heard that he is
likely to be in Europe next year. Mentions letter sent to Fr.
Kelly, with money for half-year's dividend for McGivney
Burse. Also asked Fr. Kelly to obtain necessary faculties to
enable writer to dispense Sr. Mary Angela, alias Miss Mary
Robinson, from her vows. Sorry to have to make this
petition, but the Sister's mind 'has become affected, and she
is totally unfit for community life'. Tells of problem he
would like Kirby to set before Mgr. Accoramboni. Regards
to his student. 7pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer tells of the persecution to which she believes they
are subjected. Chiefly by her Bishop's brother, a priest who
lives about 18 miles away, and Mrs. Parr, 'that poor lady' of
whom she has written before. Gives details of trouble over
lease of house which because of the ‘domestic wrong' which
has clouded life of writer, is in the name of Mrs. de Bary.

11pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Gabriel, Ballinasloe to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining Portiuncula
Indulgence for their chapels [see KIR/1892/368]. Thanks
him also for sending 'the little pictures'. She is sending
Kirby 'a few little things' which she hopes he will like. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Greenan, Ballynahinch
to Kirby: Writer made his retreat with the diocesan priests,
some 40 in all, and has drawn up a rule of life, appointing
for every hour a certain work. Mentions priests he has met
and the news he was given concerning arrangements for the
Irish College. 4pp
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396 2 August Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1892 Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensation and of Brief
regarding devotion to the Holy Family which, indeed, he
has tried to preach for the past two years. Encloses petition
for presentation. 3pp
397 4 August Holograph letter from 'M.M.', [] to Kirby: Personal note
1892 thanking Kirby for his charity and for his benediction.
Spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp
398 4 August Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
1892 Kirby: Writer encloses further fifty pounds for ‘400 Masses
at least' to the late Fr. Finnegan's intentions. Regarding
Kirby's promise to get the Pope's blessing ‘for all who
would join in our procession here on the 15th of this month
in honour of Our Blessed Lady.' Parochial news. Asks
Kirby's prayers for a man who has 'become so hardened'
that he will not even speak to the writer. 4pp
399 4 August Holograph letter from +I. Persico, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Recommendation of Irish bishops for the appointment of Fr.

Kelly as Rector of the Irish College has been received and
approved by Propaganda. Archbishop Logue has been sent
20 and 40 'for dispensing in the mentioned cases'. Double

what has been given to the other bishops, 'so H.G. may be

satisfied'. 1p
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400

401

402

403

5 August
1892

5 August
1892

6 August
1892

7 August
1892

Holograph letter from +M. Naughton, Roseau Dominica to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges two letters from Kirby from
April and May, and explains the delay in doing so. Kirby
has asked him to write direct to Propaganda, either in
French or Latin, but this he has ‘always done - in both
languages, as the occasion required'. He has also written to
them recently - the reason why he wrote to Kirby as well
was that it might avoid misunderstanding if there was
someone on the spot to help. Cardinal Ledochowski has
written, but things are just the same as before,
notwithstanding that the writer pays one hundred pounds a
year for the education of priests for the diocese. These
priests are 'detained in France' because, it is said, writer
does not 'treat them as regulars..." Explains matters. Deals
with difficulties at some length and feels that Propaganda
treats him badly because he is Irish. 7pp

Holograph letter from +M. A. Corrigan, New York to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter. Picture has not
yet arrived and hears nothing of Kirby's nephew to whom,
however, he has written 'more than once'. Cablegram from
Rome which appeared in the press caused him 'great pain’,
as it stated that he was disrespectful to the Holy See.
Explains details. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Stanislaus O'Neill, Westmeath
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for stones from the
catacombs and for picture of Our Lady of Mercy. 3pp

Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow to Kirby: Thanks
Kirby for letter. Dr. Walsh has suggested a joint pastoral on
the Holy Family, to which writer agreed. It is, however,
very difficult to get 'perfect unanimity' between all the Irish
bishops. Country has never been so disunited. Regarding
parishes left by late Bishop in the hand of administrators
and asks Kirby's advice. 4pp
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404

405

406

407

8 August
1892

8 August
1892

9 August

1892

10 August
1892

Holograph letter from Lizzie Filbin, Lurgan to Kirby:
Regarding prize for bazaar, Children of Mary ask Kirby 'to
name it for the table which they are to have'. The girls
concerned are all working class, working in the factory, and
'have no time to spend in such work as a bazaar entails and
can afford very little help out of their poor wages for which
they have to work so hard'. Their only hope of success is the
help of the nuns and their own large numbers. Writer asks
to be pardoned for her presumption. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary Agnes Kirwan, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to help that she might obtain 'a
friend' or 'some light employment'. She was obliged to give
up her position in the telegraph service through ill health,
and the pension is 'only eight and five pence per week', so
that she cannot possibly live on it. Her relations will not
help her, she says, as they are Protestants and she is a
Catholic - and she is 'poor and friendless'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby greatly in the name of the priests concerned
for the Mass offerings sent. The Masses will be said at once.
[Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Mon. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby from the heart for the Mass offerings. [Italian]

2pp
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408

409

410

411

412

10 August
1892

10 August
1892

10 August
1892

14 August
1892

15 August
1892

Holograph letter from [Agnes E. St. John], Sclerder to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and scapulars. Has
secured a priest who has 'preached the beautiful devotion of
Sclerder all his life'. He has already received 'a kind letter of
welcome' from the V.G.. He has been asked to help to train
priests, and knows of another who might help in the work at
Sclerder. The priest who has been 'such a trial' has left to
visit the priest who is so much against them. The priest
friend of the Vicar Capitular of Salford who is staying with
them at the moment, Dean Newton, is ‘charmed’ with the
simplicity of Sclerder. [letter is unsigned as there is
obviously a page missing, but it is definitely from Agnes E.
St. John] 4pp

Holograph letter from Elizabeth Ffrench [nee O'Connell],
Caherciveen to Bishop Coffey. Asks privilege for grandson.
[see KIR/1892/426] 3pp

Holograph letter from A. M. Bennett, Aigle to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to 'lay upon the altar of St. Agatha's’ the
offering enclosed. She sends also some purificators and
lavabos for Kirby. 2pp

Holograph letter from Teresa Navari, Rome to Kirby:
Asking help of Kirby for the poor 'widow Navari' who is ill
in bed with a high fever, and is without bread and without
money.' [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Agnes Hegarty, Ballinrobe to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges letter, but thinks there must be
some mistake, as no one from Ballinrobe has written to
Kirby lately perhaps the letter was meant for their Mercy
convent at Ballina or Ballinasloe. Recalls Kirby's kindness
in sending them pictures of Our Lady of Mercy two years
previously. As their numbers have increased, could Kirby
send a few more, and also some Agnus Deis. 3pp
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413 16 August Holograph letter from V. Rev. Thomas McDonnell, P.P.,
1892 Cappoquin to Kirby: Writer encloses a petition for
dispensation, asking Kirby to expedite reply which he hopes
will be favourable. Would not bother Kirby but that he fears
to make some error as this is the first application to Rome
that he has made. 3pp
414 16 August Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnozi, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Asking help for a family in urgent need. [Italian] 3pp
415 16 August ~ Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby very much for his charity in sending
twenty lira, the arrival of which was almost miraculous as it
came at a time of real need. [Italian] 1p
416 16 August ~ Holograph letter from Sister M. Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
1892 The Community wants to see the Holy Father the following
Saturday and asks Kirby's help. They are working very hard
for their coming bazaar to be held in Nottingham. Gives
some details of the work done by their Sisters in England. If
the bazaar is a success 'it will take such a load of sorrow off
our shoulders'. Local news. [probably from Little Company
of Mary] 4pp
417 17 August Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rome to Kirby: Personal
1892 letter on spiritual matters [Italian] 4pp
418 18 August ~ Holograph letter from Sister M. Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for the Audience arranged by him, and
for his donation towards their bazaar in England. Rest of
letter personal. 4pp
419 18 August ~ Holograph letter from Sister M. Emmanuel Russell, Newry
1892 to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the two paintings of Our

Lady of Mercy, and explains the reason for the delay in
writing. 4pp
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420 18 August Holograph draft letter from Archbishop Kirby to Mrs.
1892 Murphy. Unfinished letter from Kirby to Murphy on her
feast day of St. Helen, Empress. He admits, however, that
he does not know her present address. 4pp
421 19 August Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnozi, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Thanks be to God for Kirby's charity in having sent 20 lira.
Personal news [Italian] 2pp
422 19 August  Holograph letter from +J. Dunne, Broken Hill to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for faculties. Gives some details of
local strike which has been going on for seven weeks -
6,000 men out of work and both sides stubborn. Mining
being the only industry in the place, business is almost
stopped 'and the prosperity of the place endangered'. Papal
Encyclical on conditions of labour most useful and
opportune. Employers and workers alike very impressed,
but the extremists on both sides would rather ignore it. 3pp
423 20 August Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1892 Encloses petition and asks Kirby also for copy of picture
‘approved of for the Holy Family association'.
Acknowledges receipt of dispensation and letter duly to
hand. 2pp
424 20 August ~ Holograph letter from F. M. Handley, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses papers 'picked up by the Bank porter’,
hoping their 'supposed loss' caused no inconvenience. 2pp
425 20 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Nottingham to
1892 Kirby: Writer is asked by the Superioress [probably of

Little Company of Mary] to request Kirby, if possible, to
obtain 'small present from the Holy Father' for their
forthcoming bazaar. Rest of letter personal. 11pp
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426 21 August Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:

1892 Writer encloses letter from Mrs. Ffrench, last surviving
daughter of O'Connell, in which she asks for the ‘Indultium
personale altaris privilegiati' for her grandson, the Rev. C. J.
FitzGerald. Gives details. [see KIR/1892/409] 3pp

427 22 August  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Eustace Eaton, Hospice for the

1892 Dying, Dublin to Kirby: Convent news, enclosing

newspaper giving account of 'last Sunday's proceedings'. 4pp
428 23 August  Holograph letter from Aristide Leonori, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Giving, as requested, address of Cav. Prinzi Giuseppe
[Italian] 1p
429 23 August  Holograph letter from Alessandro Faticoni, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Regarding the Archbishop of Armagh. [Italian] 2pp
430 23 August Holograph letter from Carlo M. Orlandi, S.M., Tivoli to

1892 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his greetings conveyed by
Signora Mancini. Regarding writer's 50th anniversary of his
ordination. [ltalian] 1p

431 [23 August  Holograph letter from Umberto Gentili, [] to Kirby:

1892] Regarding writer's intention to become a religious and his
need for a letter testifying to his good conduct. [Kirby notes
the date in a postscript] [Italian] 2pp

432 23 August  Holograph letter from [unsigned and no address] to Kirby:

1892 Personal letter on spiritual matters [Italian] 4pp

433 26 August  Holograph letter from Sister Mary Paul Cullen, Westport to
1892 Kirby: On 9th September the convent of Our Lady of Mercy

celebrates the Golden Jubilee of its foundation. Writer has
secured 50 Masses to be said for them that day and now
asks Kirby to get the Pope's blessing on all. 4pp
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434

435

436

437

438

439

26 August
1892

26 August
1892

27 August
1892

28 August
1892

28 August
1892

28 August
1892

Holograph letter from M. A. Kirwan, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby whether he received her last letter [see
KIR/1892/405]. She begs him, if unable to introduce her to
'some bishop or other ‘influential gentleman' to give her
what will enable her to go to London, where she may be
able to obtain some employment, as there is none to be had
where she is. Writes of the 'struggle for existence' and asks
prayers for self and sister. 4pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer sends Peter's Pence of £220, and also 'small offering'
for Kirby personally. In October he will send to the College
‘a good promising boy who has highly distinguished
himself." 1p

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Gives present news of Sclerder. Mgr. Gadd sent a Dutch
priest who had been giving them trouble and who gave
some at Sclerder. Then Dean Newton came, and Fr.
Cullinson, and now they have a Father Baste, who is very
attached 'to the Devotion of Sclerder, so he is not likely to
try to crush it!". More in same vein. Mrs. de Bary 'has been
begging our Divine Lord for 'a little holiday from suffering.'
Her prayer has been answered. 4pp

Holograph letter from Feliciano Spezi, Foligno to Kirby:
Personal letter. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Joseph Hoare, Granard to
Kirby: Writer gives details of building a convent of Mercy,
towards which they still need about four thousand pounds.
Asks Kirby for 'a liberal donation', and also for the Pope's
blessing. 3pp
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440 28 August Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby: The Lord
1892 God, in His munificence has listened to the writer's
supplication - the Masses will be said immediately in
connection with the hundred pounds sent by Kirby [Italian]
Ip
441 29 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Josephine, Broken Hill to
1892 Kirby: Thanks for picture of Our Lady of Mercy. Convent
news. 4pp
442 29 August  Holograph letter from Sister M. Sebastian, Pittsburgh to
1892 Kirby: Gratitude for picture of Our Lady of Mercy. Convent
news. Encloses picture of their 'only Golden Jubilarian,
Mother Elizabeth', a close relative of Cardinal Wiseman. 4pp
443 29 August  Holograph letter from Sister M. Sebastian, Pittsburgh to
1892 Archbishop Corrigan: Writer of Mercy Convent
acknowledges receipt of picture sent by Kirby [see
KIR/1892/442] 1p
444 30 August  Holograph letter from Suor M. Geltrude Carozza, Rome to
1892 Kirby: Sister M. Fortunata wishes to make her confession to
Kirby, and since she is better to make her Communion.
Writer asks Kirby's pardon for inconveniencing him.
[Italian] 1p
445 31 August  Holograph letter from Mon. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby: Writer,
1892 returning to Sutri after an absence of nine days, found
Kirby's letter awaiting him. He is pleased to learn the good
news of Kirby's health but tells him to take care now that he
is better, as the temperature changes so frequently. Local
news. [ltalian] 2pp
446 31 August  Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
1892 and spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
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447 31 August Holograph letter from Sister M. C. Di Ricci, [Dunedin] to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter from a niece regarding her sister's
death. 4pp
448 1 September Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses petition. Delighted to learn of Pope's good
health. Can Kirby let him know Mr. Fullerton's present
address? He was, he thinks, in 'the London or English Hotel
in Place di Spagna. 2pp
449 1 September Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, New Jersey to
1892 Kirby: Writer hopes to leave for Rome on 3rd September,
and to pay his respects both to the Pope and to Kirby 1p
450 1 September Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
1892 Thanks Kirby for dispensation and for powers to dispense in
certain cases. Gives details of results of having always to
apply to Rome. Writer finds that Propaganda gives
'dispensations more easily than a bishop would if left to
himself'. 4pp
451 1 September Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:

1892

Writer has received a letter which has ‘overwhelmed' them
from the coadjutor bishop, declining the signing of the lease
‘already drawn up by his own lawyer' and signed by
Sclerder, unless changes are made in it, i.e. that the lease
should terminate ‘with Mrs. de Bary's uncertain life' and
another omitted which secured the writer the property as her
sole executor, as also the one who has ‘principally supported
and held together this poor little injured shrine’. The writer
maintains that the object is to turn them out, and she is
'surprised that the Bishop cares to falsify in his own writing
what he has authorized the Vicar General' to tell them only
a month before. Fr. Baste is already doing great work, but
says that unless something is clearly and definitely arranged
there is no possibility of going on. Further details as to the
authorization and then its withdrawal. 4pp
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452

453

454

455

456

457

458

459

2 September
1892

2 September
1892

2 September
1892

3 September
1892

5 September
1892

5 September
1892

5 September
1892

6 September
1892

Holograph letter from Gius. Conti, Rome to Kirby: Writer
has received Kirby's letter to which he now replies, having
found a helpful ‘eulogy’. Gives details regarding Cardinal
Cullen. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from 'S.M.M.", [] to Kirby: Writer will be
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of her solemn profession
in about ten days time, and asks Kirby for a memento in his
Mass. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Edward M. O'Brien, Marseilles to
Kirby: Writer asks for place in the Irish College. He is the
young Australian who came in 1885 and left, ‘discouraged
with his studies in 1889'. Since then he has been in the
‘Seminary Ventimiglia' where he has just finished his first
year's Theology. As he wishes to be ordained in Rome, he
would be grateful if Kirby would give him a place so that he
could finish where he began. Cardinal Moran would be
'more satisfied' too. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual difficulties from a nun. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Greenan, Ballynahinch to
Kirby: Letter giving personal and parochial news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford to Kirby:
Writer encloses a petition for dispensation on behalf of
Canon Cavanagh, New Ross. 1p

Holograph letter from Suor Maria Letizia, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter [Italian] 5pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Joseph Hoare, Granard to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his 'most generous aid' to
their convent. 3pp
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460

461

462

463

464

7 September
1892

8 September
1892

8 September
1892

9 September
1892

10
September
1892

Holograph letter from W. Harry Cassell, Denver to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby's prayers for himself and for his wife who
has suddenly died of heart failure. 1p

Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rocca to Kirby: Personal
letter [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary de Sales, Newtownforbes
to Kirby: Writer apologizes for 'rudeness and ingratitude'
and thanks Kirby for his two visits to her 'poor’ sister and
for the account he wrote of her. Thanks him also for the
pound sent towards the building of their chapel. Asks for

prayers. 4pp

Holograph letter from +M. A. Corrigan, New York to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for speaking to the Pope. Cable
has now confirmed that a papal representative is being sent
to the U.S.A. 'to settle the vexed school question’,
concerning Mgr. Satolli with Mgr. O'Connell as his
secretary. Gives details of matter, and quotes report from
priest who for six years has taught religion to Catholic
children attending public schools. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and acknowledges receipt of
documents regarding Holy Family devotion. Danger of
cholera appears at an end for this year, as far as Ireland is
concerned. Asks Kirby to obtain advice from Propaganda
regarding case of a young Presentation nun, professed only
6 or 7 months, who is now most unhappy and will not
perform her religious duties. She says ' I cannot. | am too
unhappy. I never should have been a Presentation Nun.' She
has implored the Bishop for a dispensation from her vow so
that she may enter 'some more austere Order or, if it be
thought better, of returning to ‘the world'. Writer will not
give the dispensation until he has 'exhausted every other
means'. 6pp
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465 11 Holograph letter from Suor Maria Clotilde, [] to Kirby:
September  Personal and spiritual letter. [Italian] 2pp
1892
466 15 Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Inchicore to Kirby:
September  Personal letter from a niece, giving family news. 4pp
1892
467 16 Holograph letter from Rev. Wm. O'Callaghan, Tralee to
September  Kirby: Bishop Coffey desires the writer to forward
1892 application for dispensation. 1p
468 17 Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
September  Kirby: Writer encloses draft for £306.17.8, of which
1892 £96.17.8. is Peter's Pence and £10 is for Kirby. Asks Kirby
to convey to the Pope filial affection and sympathy of
priests and people of diocese. 2pp
469 17 Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Carlingford to
September  Kirby: Writer apologizes for not specifying the documents
1892 sent him by Kirby, so that the latter had to write for the
information. He now confirms that they were all received,
including Italian document from Mgr. Persico regarding
certain faculties. Has been at Carlingford for some weeks.
Finds sea bathing in the summer is the only medicine he
needs, and the place is quiet and yet in the centre of the
diocese and just as convenient for his work as Armagh. Sees
from press that Cardinal Howard is dead. Thinks it is 'a
happy release for him. This life was a blank for him during
several years.' 4pp
470 18 Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
September  Written was sorry to have missed Kirby's visit. Has only
1892 just heard that a present from the Pope had been sent to

Nottingham for their bazaar. Expresses gratitude and asks
for prayers. 3pp
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471 19 Holograph letter from Catherine Aherne, Rome to Kirby:
September  Writer having found that Kirby was at Tivoli when she
1892 called at the Irish College, now apologizes for intruding on
his holiday by forwarding enclosed letter and repayment of
money. The enclosed is a very long letter, asking Kirby to
arrange an Audience for her with the Pope, whom God
wishes her to beg that he will pray for the devils. Gives
reasons. 14pp
472 21 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
September  Writer returns rescript on account of error and apologizes
1892 for having to do so. Thanks Kirby for documents recently
received. 2pp
473 22 Holograph letter from Rev. B. FitzPatrick, Clonliffe to
September  Kirby: Writer confirms Kirby's belief that Cardinal Cullen
1892 died on 24th October 1878 a few minutes before four
o'clock. By this post he sends a pamphlet giving all
particulars of Cardinal's death, also Fr. Burke's sermon. Is
glad all goes well at the Irish College, and that the new
Rector is doing well which, however, 'does not surprise him
as he has known Fr. Kelly for some years. Thanks Kirby
‘tardily’ for his book. 4pp
474 23 Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
September  Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter and sends 'the
1892 Supplica in amended form'. Has sent Kirby and the Rector

copies of a few lines he has written for his priests and
people on the Pope's 'magnificent letter on the Holy

Family - and with a reference to his equally beautiful one on
the Holy Rosary.' Asks Kirby's prayers that 'they may
produce fruit in Ardagh and Clonmacnois. Sends his
blessing to his student, Mr. Newman. Is thinking of going to
Pope's Jubilee, and so asks Kirby for some particulars at his
convenience. 3pp
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475 23 Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
September  As advised by Kirby, writer called at Propaganda only to
1892 learn that Mgr. Persico is in France. Perhaps it is just as
well, however, as he has decided against lodging a
complaint against Bishop O'Farrell. Gives reasons and
details of course he means to pursue. 4pp
476 24 Holograph letter from +N. Donnelly, Dublin to Kirby:
September  Writer thanks Kirby for Encyclical and praises it highly,
1892 thinking that Kirby had perhaps some hand in it. 4pp
477 24 Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
September  Writer thanks Kirby for 'the beautiful present' for the
1892 cathedral, and also for the 'other three pretty paintings'
which, as directed, he forwarded to Reverend Mother
Russell of the Convent of Mercy. Writer knows that Kirby
does not possess the means to enable him to 'do such things
without personal discomfort’, and so encloses a few pounds
for any purpose Kirby wishes. Encyclical letter recently sent
him is 'most instructive'. 2pp
478 25 Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Nottingham to
September  Kirby: Private letter marked '‘Conscience and Private'. 8pp
1892
479 26 Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
September  Writer thanks Kirby for his letter. He may have to trouble
1892 him with correspondence in connection with his case, but
does not wish Kirby to bother to reply to this letter, as any
advice Kirby has for him can be given on Kirby's return to
Rome. 1p
480 26 Holograph letter from Luisa Spezi, Foligno to Kirby: The
September  writer is one of the daughters of Vincenzo Spezi, who died
1892 on the 25th of this month with all the rites of Holy Church.

She asks a memento for her father. [Italian] 3pp
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481

482

483

484

26
September
1892

26
September
1892

27
September
1892

29
September
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to forward any letters which arrive for
him at the College and gives his address. Has received
celebret and has said Mass twice at Church of the Holy
Guardian Angels. Encloses copy of circular issued 'by the
vast majority of the congregation of St. Paul's Church,
Burlington', while the writer was confined in a lunatic
asylum. Gives details of how a Fr. [Speirings] who came to
Rome to seek redress against Bishop O'Farrell was kept so
long by Propaganda and had to spend much money, over
$2000, and all to no avail, the case having been decided
against him. Writer has heard that he had since died of a
broken heart. Gives details of his own 'imprisonment’ in the
asylum and of the Bishop's actions. Also of a priest who
accuses the Bishop of immorality and the Bishop's dealings
with him. 9pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Agnes Hegarty,
Ballinrobe to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for pictures and
Agnus Deis. Sister M. Paul Fitzpatrick has died suddenly.
Asks prayers for her and for another who is dead, enclosing
newspaper cutting giving account of their deaths and
funerals. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. O'Leary, Maynooth to Kirby:
Apologizes for delay in thanking Kirby for kindness during
writer's stay in Rome. 'Delighted and edified' by what he
saw throughout Italy and is sending Kirby two copies of
Miss Stokes's book - one for the College, the other for
himself. 3pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. Pope's letter on
Rosary 'is very beautiful’, and writer has sent it to all priests
to be read in the churches next Sunday. 2pp
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485 29 Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby: In
September  order to remove the impression made on Cardinal Gibbons
1892 by writer's confinement in an asylum, he has sent him an
enclosed letter. The Cardinal [Gibbons] has shown himself
friendly. The writer presented the Cardinal with "a large and
beautiful portrait of himself" to show his appreciation of the
assistance the Cardinal gave the writer when latter was
collecting for Dr. Shea's memorial. Writer's brother also
dedicated a book he wrote to the Cardinal. 3pp
486 30 Holograph letter from F. Agostino, Rome to Kirby: Subject
September  of this letter from Propaganda is given as "The admission of
1892 the young Patrick Murphy in the "Collegio Urbano".
[Italian] 2pp
487 30 Holograph letter from Gius. Conti, Rome to Kirby: In reply
September  to Kirby's letter of the 29th September, on the back of
1892 which this answer is written, the writer 'in a few words' puts
into a good style the phrase sent him for that purpose by
Kirby [Italian] 2pp
488 September  Handwritten letter from [], Convent of the Maternal Heart
1892 of Mary to [Kirby]. This letter concerns chiefly annoyance
of writer's Bishop that she should be so much in Rome.
[probably written by Sister Mary, Foundress, Nottingham]
7pp
489 2 October Holograph letter from Sister M. Columba, Kilbeggan to
1892 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain 'some kind of a prize'
from the Pope for their bazaar, no matter how trifling. New
convent nearly finished, after many trials. 4pp
490 3 October Holograph letter from Sr. Letizia, [] to Kirby: As their
1892 retreat begins tomorrow, writer takes this opportunity to

write this personal letter on spiritual matters. 4pp
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491

492

493

3 October
1892

3 October
1892

5 October
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
Writer is sorry that he came to Rome, as his opinion of the
administration of the Church is now changed. Mentions the
case of Fr. Coyne, of Galway who was told that his case had
been heard twice, when a Cardinal assured him that it had
not been heard at all, although nearly two years in Rome.
Also tells of Fr. Spierings, who died of a broken heart and
gives some details of his treatment by his bishop [O'Farrell].
Writer came to the conclusion that 'Bishop O'Farrell
deserved death and | saw no other way of vindicating
myself than by killing him. This was no temporary
excitement. | went to work deliberately about it. | said Mass
to know God's will. I felt that by giving my life on the
scaffold for having killed the blighter of my reputation Bp.
O'Farrell, I should have proved my innocence. My friends
concurred in the view that | was perfectly justified in killing
Bp. O'Farrell. My brother came and showed me a letter in
which Bp. O'Farrell declared he would deprive me of my
parish. He begged me not to bring the disgrace on him of
having him pointed out as the brother of the priest who shot
Bp. O'Farrell'. [Much more in the same vein.] 8pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his anxiety about them. Lease is
now signed and sealed. Gives details of V.G.'s approval of
Association. New priest doing excellent work. They are
going to open a day school at the end of October but the
school will not be under the Government. Necessary to do
without things in order to pay for this. Church will soon
have to be enlarged. Wants title recognized by the Pope,
and the invocation 'Our Lady of Light, Spouse of the Holy
Ghost' added to the Litany. The silver medal, with corrected
Latin, is ready to be sent to the Pope. 7pp

Holograph letter from Mary Verdon, Maynooth to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for note and explains cause of delay in
so doing. Has now received 'the crucifix, beads and
scapular'. The crucifix is beautiful and writer is 'sure the
good nuns at Blarney will be delighted with it'. Family
news. 4pp
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494

495

496

497

498

7 October
1892

7 October
1892

9 October
1892

9 October
1892

10 October
1892

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:
Writer encloses application for dispensation, together with
ten pounds, ‘the usual remittance’ to Kirby Local news. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rt. Rev. Bernard O'Reilly,
Protonotary Apostolic, New York to Kirby: Personal letter
giving local news, thanking Kirby for his letter and telling
him of the great devotion to St. Anne and of the miracles
wrought by her. 8pp

Holograph letter from Kate McCann, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer recalls herself to Kirby: She recalls her late brother
James, a student of his, and his kindness to her and to her
late father and stepmother when in Rome. In 1866 writer
obtained the blessing of the Pope for a friend who was ill
and 'the recovery of this friend followed'. She knows a nun
who has been twice in an asylum, and although now
apparently cured, cannot in herself feel certain that the cure
is permanent. Hearing of the recovery of the other friend
after the late Holy Father's blessing, asks writer to obtain
for her 'a special prayer from his present Holiness. More
regarding the nun, who has a special devotion to the Holy
Face. Writer asks forgiveness if her petition is 'indiscreet'.

4pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter and tells how he
proposes to consecrate the Altar stones. Explains what
happened to the 'great Altar' in the cathedral and thinks, in
the circumstances, he might be permitted to use 'the same
short form' in consecrating it. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
Writer sees nothing for it but to return to Burlington at once
and commence prosecution of Bishop O'Farrell ‘for
conspiracy and false imprisonment’, claiming damages at
$50.000. Letter wholly concerns dealings with Bishop
O'Farrell. 4pp
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499 12 October  Holograph letter from Sister Mary Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Letter of thanks for ‘precious gift' to Sister Peter. Asks Mass
for Mother Teresa on her feast and also, if possible, rosary
with the 500 days indulgence. Personal news. 4pp
500 13 October  Holograph letter from Rev. B. Brady, to Kirby: Personal
1892 letter. Thanks Kirby on behalf of Mother for the Agnus
Deis. News of writer's first mission. 4pp
501 13 October ~ Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for letter and reminiscences on Tivoli.
Hopes to visit Rome in 1893 with big pilgrimage 'for the
great celebration'. Last year he was so ill that he thought he
was dying, but is well again now. Asks for Masses for
writer and for dead parents. 4pp
502 13 October  Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnozi, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Thanks Kirby for the 20 lira he sent - personal letter.
[Italian] 2pp
503 14 October  Holograph letter from V. Rev. D. Sheehan, P.P., Clonlara to
1892 Kirby: Encloses application for marriage dispensation,
which is urgent. 2pp
504 15 October ~ Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Writer thanks Kirby for forwarding the letter from his

brother, which advises him that ‘the fight has begun in
earnest’ between Bishop O'Farrell and the Treacy brothers.
Gives details again of the Bishop's actions - now the only
course, if the Pope and Propaganda will not help, is to bring
a case against the Bishop in the American courts. 3pp
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505

506

507

508

509

15 October
1892

15 October
1892

16 October
1892

17 October
1892

20 October
1892

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter with 'most useful enclosure'.
The latter 'will pay one of Our Lady's children's bills!" Gives
news regarding school about to be opened. Nothing has
been heard in the diocese of the last two papal encyclicals,
but they saw the Latin versions in The Tablet and the
English translation in The Catholic Times. She liked the
latter 'immensely’'. Is going to hold a class for men wishing
instruction, which will make five classes in all, counting
girls and women and the 'little ones' classes'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer is very pleased to have a boy, named John Lupton, of
great promise to send to the Irish College. Deplores
resolution of majority of bishops to increase College
pension to £45 p.a., as its effect 'will prove disastrous to the
prosperity or long life' of the College. Local news. 1p

Holograph letter from Suor M. Colomba Cometti, Velletri
to Kirby: Personal letter. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Augustine, Queensland to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the painting of Our Lady of
Mercy, which has been framed and now hangs over the
Altar in the chapel. Pleased to have their 'saintly Bishop
back' from Rome. Writer has distributed little engravings
among Sisters as Kirby requested. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Maria Letizia, [Rome] to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters - retreat [Italian] 4pp
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510 20 October  Holograph letter from Rev. R. Dunne, Brisbane to Kirby:
1892 Regarding permission given by the Holy Father 'some four
or five years ago' for a Requiem Mass on the Sunday after
the commemoration of All Souls - immensely successful.
Since then the Hierarchy of Australia, collectively, and
individual members, has petitioned for a renewal. Gives
some details writer would like Kirby to help in this
connection with the Congregation of Rites. 2pp
511 21 October  Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses petitions for matrimonial dispensations, and
asks also for renewal of privilege of 'Midnight Mass for the
Faithful Companions'. Local news. 3pp
512 21 October  Holograph letter from V. Rev. James Powderly, P.P.
1892 Dunlea, to Kirby: Writer asks for marriage dispensation for
a mixed marriage between Frederick Boyd, a Protestant,
and Clara Anna Powderly, a Catholic, giving details. 4pp
513 21 October  Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, to Kirby: Writer
1892 asks Kirby to obtain for self and all his ‘faithful friends'

plenary indulgence at hour of death.1p
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514

515

516

o17

518

23 October
1892

24 October
1892

24 October
1892

24 October
1892

28 October
1892

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Long letter in which the writer tells Kirby once more of all
her troubles and difficulties. The V.G. assured Fr. Baste that
the Bishop would not refuse to erect an Association such as
was desired, and later, after Fr. Baste had announced from
the pulpit the information he had been given verbally, a
letter was received in which the V.G. said that 'the Bishop
does not wish to have a Diocesan Association with its
centre at Sclerder. Miss St. John must try and content
herself with the prayers which have been authorized and
indulgenced. I think her zeal in the cause would be more
effectual if it were applied to the spiritual benefit of the
people of the neighbourhood. I am sure the Bishop would
be glad to promote the devotion. At present | am afraid he
regards it as a fancy of Miss St. John's, which is a pity'.
Writer includes a copy letter and asks Kirby if he can help
her to get approval direct from Rome with special
indulgences. Fr. Baste has assured her that this could be
done. 12pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea to Kirby:
Writer encloses a draft with Mass intentions amounting to
£3.11.3. Thanks Kirby for letter dated 13th July containing
Apostolic Benediction on their Confraternity of the Holy
Infancy of Jesus. Asks prayers and blessing. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny to
Kirby: Writer encloses cheque representing collection for
missions in Central Africa. Local and national news.
Regarding expiration of faculties. 3pp

Holograph letter from Fr. Casimir, Passionist, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer asks papal blessing on Confraternity of Holy
Family established at Mullingar, gives reasons. 2pp

Holograph letter from Suor M. Scolastica Ricci, Rome to
Kirby: As it is more than a month since the young girls
went to confession, writer asks Kirby if he could come on
the morrow. [Italian] 1p
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519 28 October  Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1892 Gives, as yet confidential, details of 'wonderful triumph' at
the National Education Board." The ten Catholic members
all present. Explains how votes went. 4pp
520 29 October ~ Holograph letter from Sr. Agnes Gertrude Chamberlaine,
1892 Blarney to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for Crucifix blessed
by the Pope, as also for beads and scapulars. Asks prayers
for her aunt, Mary Verdon, who is seriously ill and has
received the Last Sacraments. Asks prayers for work. 4pp
521 31 October  Holograph letter from Sister Mary, [Nottingham] to Kirby:
1892 Writer, Foundress of Little Company of Mary, asks blessing
on her journey, as Propaganda has instructed her, through
her Bishop, to go to Rome. Asks prayers for self and
Community. 4pp
522 'Feast of Holograph letter from Reginald Bridge, Manly to Kirby:
Patroc. Personal letter from a priest, formerly a student at the Irish
B.V.M', College. Writer especially pleased to learn of Kirby's good
November  health, and that he has been so fortunate as to obtain 'such
1892 an able assistant as Fr. Kelly. Fr. Edward O'Connor has
recently died - he was greatly loved by everyone, and
especially by the poor. St. Patrick's College, Manly
advances steadily 'under the wise direction of Monsignor
Verdon'. Writer encloses one of the musical programmes of
the last concert of the students. Programme held on All
Saints Day, 1892, presumably by students of the Irish
College, Rome. 6pp
523 1 November Holograph letter from Rev. William Coghlan, Mallow to
1892 Kirby: Writer asks for renewal of ‘enclosed Faculties'. 2pp
524 1 November Holograph letter from M. Agnese, [] to Kirby: Personal
1892 note. [Italian] 1p
525 2 November Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clotilde Sentinelli, Rome to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp
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526

527

528

529

2 November
1892

7 November
1892

7 November
1892

8 November
1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby's advice and help regarding project of
large Irish pilgrimage to Rome on the occasion of the Pope's
Jubilee. 4pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for £17.13.5, being alms of Good
Friday from the Diocese for the Holy Places in Jerusalem.
Understands Pope wants only small sum from each diocese.
£10,000 said to be required from the world. Mentions that
all ten Catholic members of Board of Education where
present. Cogan, former M.P. for Kildare, left his sick bed to
travel to Dublin for it, although almost blind. Personally
would prefer Catholic Education than Home Rule, with its
doubtful advantages, ‘and loss of former substantial and
undoubted benefit.' 4pp

Holograph letter from F. A. Daudier, Mayenne to Kirby:
Writer mentions state of things in Rome. Sad for the Pope
and how in France 'things are growing daily worse for
religion and education'. Read of the death of Dr. O'Mahony
in Toronto some time ago - 'such a nice and good man'.
Tells of condition of her sister, which is unchanged. Cannot
get her into Waterford asylum as no one is interested in her
case - perhaps Kirby could say a word to the new Bishop of
Waterford. Cannot speak of this much, as writer's husband
is put out by the expense of keeping his sister-in-law in
Lismore. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Chas. Lawless, Dublin to Kirby:
His parish priest has asked writer to send Kirby the
enclosed letter from James Marmion, now living at
Denbigh, 'an old zouave who was only too willing to shed
the last drop of his Irish blood in defence of the Church and
of Christ's Vicar'. He has heard the widespread rumour that
the Pope is distributing medals to the survivors of the
campaign of 1860. Would Kirby interest himself in this
case? 8pp
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530

531

532

533

534

9 November
1892

9 November
1892

10 November
1892

11 November
1892

11 November
1892

Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Regarding shortened ceremony in the blessing of
Altar stones. Writer asks Kirby to obtain permission for him
to use this. Sorry to hear that one of his students has to
leave the College through ill health, and fears ‘there is slight
chance of his recovery'. Has had recent visit from Bishop
O'Donnell of Raphoe. Is getting on well with the building of
the new college and with the Home for the Aged Poor. Has
also to undertake the building of four or five new schools
for the poor. Delighted that Pope's health continues good.

4pp

Holograph letter from Michael McBride, Dundalk to Kirby:
Writer, who is not acquainted with Kirby, has 'a great
desire' to have a rosary blessed by the Pope, for which he
will 'give any small sum' Kirby may direct to the poor.
Would like to know the indulgence attached. Is 'a true but
poor son of St. Patrick's'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
Does not call on Kirby for fear of compromising him.
Solution to his trouble is quite simple - restore him to his
parish and secure his brother in his, and he 'will guarantee
that everything will go on smoothly'. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. H. M. Tobin, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the cheque for £3.11.3.
towards Magdalen asylum for raffle tickets. Kirby would be
pleased to see their ‘'numerous class of penitents, leading
such lives of prayer and reparation.’ 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Brennan, Dublin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 3pp
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535

536

537

538

539

12 November
1892

13 November
1892

13 November
1892

14 November

1892

14 November
1892

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his reassuring letter. It is hard to
wait patiently. They have allowed themselves to be 'pressed
into the school'. Their maid ‘proved to be a bad character'
and they had to send her away suddenly. As writer is now
‘getting on for 50" she supposes she cannot expect to be able
to exert herself as much as before. They have been waiting
fifteen years, spending thousands, and writer fears that if
there is much more delay they will have to give up because
of the 'impossibility of getting suitable people to help
domestically'. 6pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for two letters. Gives some details of
the arrangements for proposed pilgrimage to Rome.
Reminds Kirby that his faculties 'of the Formula Sexta will
terminate on the 17th of next month'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Annie M. Bennett, Aigles to Kirby:
Writer advises Kirby of proposed journey to Rome of the
Bishop of Bethlehem, assuring Kirby that anything he can
do for him 'will be most gratefully appreciated.’ 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Greenan, Ballynahinch to
Kirby: Writer has received two copies of Bucceroni's Moral
Theology for which he wrote to Fr. McDwyer, but as the
address seems to be written by Kirby, he is at a loss to know
where to send the money. Gives parochial news, especially
of how through an Orangeman he came to know of an old
man who had never received any Sacrament except

Baptism - gives details. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Agnes Gertrude Chamberlaine,
Blarney to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter, for
obtaining Apostolic Benediction and for saying Mass for
herself and her aunt who has now died. [see KIR/1892/520]

4pp
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540

541

542

543

544

15 November
1892

15 November
1892

16 November
1892

16 November
1892

17 November
1892

Holograph letter from Canon Holland, P.P., Innishannon,
Cork to Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain dispensation for
mixed marriage between Thomas John Field, a Protestant,
and Julia Curtin, a Catholic giving details. Writer has
always been against mixed marriages, and being a parish
priest for 31 years has never during that protracted period,
assisted at a mixed marriage. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Teresa Maher, Athy to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and pictures of Our
Lady of Good Counsel. Community of Our Lady of Mercy.
News. 4pp

Holograph letter from F. W. Daudier, Thure to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and 'little books'. Gives news
of a message from her husband. If Kirby will indeed interest
the Bishop of Waterford in the case of writer's sister, it
would be a real act of charity - gives details. [Archivist's
note. Possibly two letters although, if so, one is not signed
and the other not dated] 8pp

Holograph letter from +E. T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges three rescripts and thanks Kirby for
them. Is sorry that Mgr. Persico has left Propaganda and
hopes that the rumour of his elevation to the Cardinalate is
true. Must be a great comfort to Kirby to have got 'so good
and efficient a successor.' Regarding affairs of Kirby's
niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Letter chiefly concerned with patronal feast of Sclerder -
what date does Kirby suggest? Writer thinks perhaps the
Sunday before Pentecost, giving reasons. School opens 'on
Monday next'. Twenty children only, but they have an
excellent teacher. 4pp
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545

546

o547

548

549

550

551

17 November
1892

18 November

1892

18 November

1892

19 November

1892

19 November
1892

20 November
1892

20 November
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Rome to Kirby:
Writer regrets he sees no satisfactory settlement to his case.
Goes into great detail as to his course of action for future.

4pp

Holograph letter from M. Michelina Varese, [] to Kirby:
Personal note - thanking Kirby for books. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
Query regarding dispensation granted. Addressed to the
Bishop of Meath, presumably because one of the parties
resided in his diocese. 4pp

Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
Kirby: Encloses cheque for £16.10.0. for Mass intentions as
indicated. Parish news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Columba Marmion, Dunmore
East to Kirby: Wishing to give their Bishop a present at
Christmas, and having 'a handsome relic case', writer asks
Kirby if he could procure relics for them - one of the True
Cross, the others of the patrons of the Bishop and of the
Diocese, which she lists. Promises prayers of Community
and asks prayers of Kirby. Personal news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. C. F. Maher, O.F.M., Guardian,
Ennis to Kirby: Writer explains how, on appointment as
Guardian at Franciscan Convent, Ennis, he found a debt of
six thousand pounds on the new church. People very poor
and must therefore hold a bazaar for which he would be
grateful for a prize from the Pope, as also his blessing.
Local news. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
552

553

554

555

556

557

558

23 November
1892

24 November
1892

24 November
1892

24 November
1892

25 November
1892

25 November
1892

26 November
1892

Holograph letter from Sister M. C. Di Ricci, Dunedin to
Kirby: Personal letter from a niece, a nun at the Dominican
convent. 3pp

Holograph letter from Michael McBride, Dundalk to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter with beads blessed by the
Pope. Sends shamrock to Kirby for himself and Pope, and
asks whether Kirby would like him to send two more
bunches for St. Patrick's Day. Says where he picked it. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
Personal letter conveying good wishes for Kirby's birthday.
Convent news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Josephine Cooke, Thurles to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to get enclosed prayer
indulgenced thus insure the liberation from Purgatory of
many a poor priest long forgotten. Gives details of how
efficacious the prayer has been found to be. Asks advice as
to prayers to be said after the Way of the Cross. 4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby:
Regarding approaching nomination of cardinals and report
that the Red Hat for Ireland is likely to be bestowed on
Archbishop Logue writer thinks that the Archbishop of
Dublin would be far the better choice, and gives reasons.
Encloses letter for Monsignor Persico on the same subject.

3pp

Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Chiara Giuseppa Martinetti, S.
Lorenzo to Kirby: In the name of Mother Abbess and of all
the Community, writer thanks Kirby for his charity, which
was so generous. On Christmas Night they will all pray for
him. [Italian] 3pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
559

560

561

562

27 November
1892

28 November
1892

28 November
1892

29 November
1892

Holograph letter from Suor M. Letizia, [] to Kirby: Writer
sends Kirby a thousand thanks - personal and spiritual
letter. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Suora dells Carita, Rome to Kirby:
Personal note - asks special benediction for Reverend
Mother General and all the Community. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow to Kirby: Writer
encloses several petitions regarding parishes, also a cheque
for ten pounds for Kirby, and hopes to be able to come on
the suggested Irish pilgrimage for the Jubilee of the Pope.
Mentions that the Archbishop of Dublin has asked him to
arrange for the giving of a supplement 'from is houses to
make up the increased pension’ for the Bishop's subject.
Give message for Mr. Murphy from Archbishop Walsh. 4pp

Holograph letter from George O'Byrne, Nottingham to
Kirby: In spite of having written to Kirby seven or eight
times, and having sent him 'packets of verse', the writer has
not heard from him since 1887. Hopes he has not given
offence. During the past two years he has had better luck
and is now 'rising rapidly into fame.' Encloses copy of ‘the
latest notable tribute' to his efforts, and also press cutting
from 'The Catholic Times'. He will send a full copy of
verses named in tribute 'if favoured with any, even the
smallest assistance'. 4pp
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
563

564

565

566

29 November
1892

30 November
1892

[November
1892]

1 December
1892

Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Letter containing faculties for blessing the Altar
stones has been received, but the faculties so kindly
procured are 'not exactly' what he wanted - explains. Mr.
McDonald has now arrived, bringing with him 'the little
parcel of engravings and the box of relics sent by Fr. White
but alas! no oil painting. The authorities seized it at the
frontier and kept it a prisoner.' Fr. Campbell 'of the Irish
College' wired and promised to look after it. Astonished to
find Mr. McDonald looking so well - had thought from
reports that he was dying. Archbishop Logue is going to
Rome in February with his pilgrimage - writer hopes that it
'may be successful, but the season will be against it'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Pacifica Berettini,
Grottaferrata to Kirby: The writer has not the happiness of
knowing Kirby, but he knows of his goodness and charity.
At Grottaferrata much suffering is caused by an
insufficiency of water, which is most necessary. Writer
mentions some of her difficulties. She comes to Kirby, who
knows so many people who could help. [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from Maria Geltrude, [] to Kirby: Asking
for help [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his prompt reply. Hopes pilgrimage
will be a success, although they cannot hope to rival other
nations much nearer to Rome. Result of Meath petition is
‘unpleasant’, but writer thinks there was "at least indiscretion
on Catholic side. Times are changing, and clergy need great
circumspection. 4pp

2629



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
567

568

569

570

571

572

1 December
1892

[1 December
1892]

2 December
1892

3 December
1892

3 December

1892

4 December
1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for faculties. Pilgrimage is very
promising. 'Fr. Ring is working wonderfully' - details of
plans. South Meath election was declared void 'on the plea
of undue clerical influence. There was a good deal of
imprudent zeal, but still the judges and lawyers were very
hard on the poor Bishop and priests.' There 'is a shout of
triumph in the Orange and Parnellite papers'. A priest has
just brought them for the writer to see, and he can hardly
bring himself to look at them. Meath Parnellites acted very
badly. 'Think of some of these rascals coming into court and
giving evidence as to what was said to them in the
Confessional! The judge is a pious Catholic, but there were
some glaring theological mistakes in his judgement.' 4pp

Holograph letter from A. R. Reynolds, Philadelphia to
Kirby: Personal letter from a friend, telling of how he was
obliged to leave the house in which he had lived for 29
years. Local news. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Letizia, [] to Kirby: Writer asks
‘an ardent prayer' of Kirby for a man who does not wish to
hear or to speak of the Sacraments. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Giovanni Casboni Cappellano di
Paolo, and Nicola Fardelli Cappellano di S. Felice Circeo, []
to Kirby: Asking Kirby's help as they wish to procure a holy
relic for use in the Novena Benediction. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from [Filippo M. Strandi], [] to Kirby:
Asking help. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Maria Filomena Saccioni, Ascoli
Piceno S. Andrea to Kirby: Writer cannot let the feast of
Christmas pass without sending to Kirby a thousand,
thousand good wishes for happiness on behalf of the
Community. They always remember his charity. [Italian]

3pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
573

574

574 a

575

576

S77

5 December
1892

5 December
1892

6 December

1892

7 December
1892

8 December
1892

9 December
1892

Holograph letter from Rev. Charles Lawless, Dublin, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining Zouave medal
from the Poe for the old man. Has sought all over the city
for the sermon by Fr. Burke on the death of Cardinal
Cullen, but so far without success. Mentions Mgr. Kennedy
who was ordained priest 'three or four years before the Holy
Father had yet received the imposition of hands.' 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to Kirby:
Encloses petition for forwarding. 2pp

Holograph letter from [], Clonmany to Kirby: Writer thanks
Kirby for gift of his book - recalls old days in the College.
[Archivist's note - last page missing and therefore writer is
unknown] 4pp

Holograph letter from Michael McBride, Dundalk to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and engraving of St. Patrick -
tells how he will never cease to pray for the Pope and for
Kirby. Asks if Kirby could send him two medals blessed by
the Pope for two boys, 'good pious boys'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +J. Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to Kirby:
The painting has arrived safely 'after its imprisonment' as
also Kirby's letter with 'two very beautiful engravings. The
writer sent the painting at once to get 'richly framed' as a
Christmas gift for one of his convents. It will be appreciated
as the 'poor nuns have no means of getting any good
pictures'. Writer has sent copy of Irish Catholic with
reference to the Irish Pilgrimage to Kirby: Regrets his own
letter was not printed in full. More than 100 laity have
booked for the pilgrimage and upwards of 1,000 priests
have promised to say Mass for its success. Regrets trouble
given over Altar stones. 3pp

Holograph letter from D. Maria Luisa della Visitazione,
Arezzo to Kirby: Personal letter - Christmas greetings -
thanks. [Italian] 1p
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
578

579

580

581

582

9 December
1892

10 December
1892

12 December
1892

12 December
1892

12 December
1892

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Gabriel, Prioress, Dunedin to
Kirby: Since last writing, Kirby's gifts have been presented
to writer by Mrs. McCormick, who has returned to Dunedin
‘full of love, reverence, and enthusiasm for Rome." Local
news. Bishop not well. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. P. Horgan, P.P., Kilworth to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for book which arrived just after
he had left for a 'long and perilous voyage round the world.’
Gives some account of his voyage through Perth,
Melbourne, Tasmania, Sydney, Brisbane, New Guinea, Port
Darwin, East Indian Islands, Hong Kong and along Chinese
coast. He did not like the Chinese, thinking them 'a very
dangerous people’ but immensely impressed by the
Japanese, whom he liked tremendously. Voyage continued
to San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Chicago, Niagara,
Montreal, Toronto, New York - and back home. 8pp

Holograph letter from [T. M. Howler], Waterford to Kirby:
Introducing son-in-law who, with his two boys, hopes to be
with pilgrimage for the Pope's Jubilee. 2pp

Holograph letter from Ellie O'Callaghan, Fermoy to Kirby:
Writes to tell Kirby of their trouble. Her brother has been
idle for three months, and they were never so badly off at
Christmas before. 2pp

Holograph letter from Marchese Andrea Lezzani, Rome to
Kirby: As a member of the Conference of St. Vincent de
Paul, writer seeks an offering for a mute's First
Communion. [ltalian] 1p
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1892 /
583 13 December Holograph letter from Michael G. Mulhall, Buenos Aires to
1892 Kirby: Writer has asked a bank in London to send 250
francs to Fr. Kelly, Rector of the Irish College, Rome. Local
news. New President of' Argentina is of the Catholic party.
Congress, however, is very anti-Catholic 'so that a
resumption of diplomatic relations with the Vatican is
doubtful’. Family news. 2pp
584 13 December Holograph letter from D. M. Anna Magnoni, [] to Kirby:
1892 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
585 14 December Holograph letter from Rev. John A. Parker, Rathmines to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter, telling of severe illness for over two
years, when after a great struggle the writer had to give up
his mission in England and go to Rathmines, where his
sister is staying. Both suffering from rheumatic gout. He
asks Kirby to obtain permission for him to say Mass in his
house, gives reasons. 4pp
586 15 December Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin to Kirby:
1892 Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
587 15 December Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:

1892

Writer encloses draft for Peter's Pence, and also small
Christmas box for Kirby. Asks him to obtain Pope's
blessing on the building of a hospital for the poor in Belfast,
which will probably serve not only Belfast but 'to some
extent the poor Catholics of the neighbouring dioceses who
have no local hospitals', as well as writer's whole diocese.
Several hospitals in Belfast, but they are not under Catholic
management, and the Catholic poor do not feel at home in
them. Gives details of plans and what has been done so far.
Cost of site, including ground rent bought out for £3,550.
Writer is anxious to have address of Mr. Fullerton in Rome.
The English convent there would know it. 4pp
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Code Date Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
588 15 December Holograph letter from W. Harry Cassell, Denver to Kirby:
1892 Writer sends birthday and New Year greetings. Gives
personal news. Little son, Francis Leo, is flourishing now
with a good Italian wet-nurse. Sad news of wife's father
who is suing writer for $70.500 ‘as commission and work
done for her when a widow'. Is obliged to fight this 'most
unjust and wicked claim'. 4pp
589 15 December Holograph letter from A. H. Murphy, London to Kirby:
1892 Writer encloses two hundred pounds left her by her brother,
which she wishes to be used for the benefit of his soul and
those of his father, Mother, brothers and sisters. Asks Kirby
to attend to it for her. Birthday and Christmas greetings
from self and daughter. 4pp
590 16 December Holograph letter from Amadio Badetta, [Rome] to Kirby:
1892 Personal letter - seasonal greetings - would like news of
Kirby's health [Italian] 1p
591 16 December Holograph letter from M. Agnese, [Rome] to Kirby:
1892 Personal note. [Italian] 1p
592 16 December Holograph letter from Chiara Metelde Rossi, Assisi to
1892 Kirby: Personal letter of Christmas greetings - gratitude -
promise of prayers. [Italian] 2pp
593 16 December Holograph letter from William F. Dennehy, Dublin to
1892 Kirby: Writer has by the same mail forwarded to Kirby a
copy of his publication "The Story of the Union’, in which
he has tried to do justice to 'the Irish Prelates and their
actions in the period with which the book deals." 1p
594 17 December Holograph letter from Feliciano Speri, Foligno to Kirby:

1892 Personal letter. [Italian] 3pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
595

596

597

598

17 December
1892

18 December
1892

19 December
1892

[December
1892]

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his letter and enclosures. Has
already heard of 'Miss Whelan' s sad case', but as she is not
at the moment certifiable there is nothing he can do -
however, he will keep a close watch on her. Thinks
pilgrimage will be a great success, and writer may be able
to come with it. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Regarding pilgrimage - writer has been in Dublin, making
final arrangements with Fr. Ring, who expects to have at
least 300 pilgrims 'and to have in addition to these 100,000
associates enrolled, who will sign the address to the Holy
Father'. Gives details of pilgrimage, which will take in
Loreto and Assisi. Cooks have charge of the whole
expedition. Writer asks Kirby to obtain an Audience for the
pilgrims on either 16th, 17th or 18th February. Priests have
asked the writer to hold up Peter's Pence until they can
make another special collection in January, so that by
putting the two together they 'hope to have a respectable
Jubilee offering to make to the Holy Father'. Encloses little
Christmas box for Kirby, which he would be glad if he
could multiply it tenfold. Greetings to Kirby, Fr. Kelly and
students for Christmas. 8pp

Holograph letter from +E.T. [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
Writer encloses three drafts, £25 for Africa, £78.15.0. for
Fr. Kelly for writer's debt to College, and £30 for Kirby
himself. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary F. Brennan, Inchicore to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
599

600

601

602

603

December
1892

20 December
1892

20 December
1892

21 December
1892

21 December
1892

Holograph letter from E. Nimmo, Montreux to Kirby:
Personal letter giving news of her daughter, Emmeline,
Guest Mistress at Princethorpe, also of Mary in Switzerland
whose Order is too severe for her health. Writer thinks the
'Swiss are a hard race.' Mary is better when her family is at
hand, so they have shut up the Grange, their new home, for
the winter and are now at Montreux, in order to be near her.
Hopes Gladstone, who is their cousin, will be preserved to
bring Ireland Home Rule. Would like 'a relic of the Holy
Infancy' for Emmeline, and asks Kirby if he can obtain one
for them. 4pp

Holograph letter from F. W. Daudier, Thure to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for the trouble he has taken over her
sister. Has just had a very kind letter from the Bishop of
Waterford, explaining that as she is at present 'in a quiet
state of mind'. The doctor cannot certify her insane, but it
may not last long, and the Bishop 'will see then that she is
secured.' 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Evangelist Crosbie,
Cappaquin to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the beautiful
picture of Our Lady of Mercy. 3pp

Holograph letter from Suor. M. Ignazia Gentili, Rome to
Kirby: Personal letter sending Christmas greetings, and
thanking Kirby for his goodness. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Giuseppina Renzi, [Rome] to
Kirby: Personal letter sending greetings from the Daughters
of Divine Providence for Christmas. [Italian] 1p
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
604

605

606

607

608

21 December
1892

21 December
1892

22 December
1892

23 December
1892

24 December
1892

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Petronilla Frances O'Reilly,
Lisbon to Kirby: Season's greetings. News of school -
membership decreased from 70 or 80 to 28, owing to state
of politics in country. New Irish postulant from America
seems very good. Mother Prioress has recently had to have
a glass eye. Commends to Kirby's prayers souls of her
father who's anniversary is 26th December and of her
Mother who's anniversary is 29th December. 4pp

Holograph letter from A. E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his kind letter. V.G. acknowledges
that there is little love of Our Lady in the diocese, and has
argued with the Bishop that as there is so little it would be
well to encourage 'at least one poor place that has!" Things
seemed improved spiritually, but there is of course much
anxiety over the work. There is great ignorance mixed with
great prejudice. 6pp

Holograph letter from 'Le educande della Pia Casa di S.
Giu.', [] to Kirby: Personal letter - greetings - thanks -
hopes. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [] to Kirby: Writer is
delighted that Ireland is to have a cardinal, and although
thinking that the Archbishop of Dublin would be the better
choice, is glad that 'Armagh is getting a turn of the honour'.
Thanks Kirby for Mr. Fullerton's address. Mentions again
project of hospital in Belfast, the actual building of which
will cost 'some £20,000 or £25,000'. Will do his best to
promote the pilgrimage, but few priests can be spared from
the diocese to go on it. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor M. Elisabetta Nora, Rome to
Kirby: Personal letter of Christmas greetings. [Italian] 1p
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KIR/ 1892 /
609

610

611

24 December
1892

24 December
1892

24 December
1892

Holograph letter from +T. J. McRedmond, Ashline to
Kirby: Writer approves of bazaar to be held by Franciscans
who have asked Kirby's help. Fr. Maher and his two
assistants have the writer's confidence and esteem. Fr.
Maher's predecessor, ‘without the slightest regard for the
great depression of the times or the heavy tax for religious
purposes' to which the poor are subjected, entered on the
‘foolish' project of building a church on which £14,000 has
been expended. He first pulled down 'a very useful and
suitable church' and £7,000 is still owing. Writer hopes to
be on the pilgrimage to Rome which he thinks will be a
great success. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor M. Letizia, [] to Kirby: Personal
letter - seasonal greetings - spiritual matters. [Italian] 5pp

Holograph letter from M. Agnese Comp, Rocca di Papa to
Kirby: Personal letter - seasons greetings - hoping that God
will preserve Kirby [Italian] 2pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
612

613

614

26 December
1892

27 December
1892

28 December
1892

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges both letters from Kirby. He will
endeavour to be in Rome on 10th January at the latest. He
would much prefer to go as a simple pilgrim than for the
purpose for which he is summoned [appointment as
Cardinal, although this is not actually mentioned]. Has
received a second summons from Cardinal Rampolla to be
in Rome for 16th January. Prospects of pilgrimage are still
bright, but writer fears that Fr. Ring will not be pleased
when he learns that he will be leaving earlier. Had intended
to go to Paris, in advance, to do some work there regarding
the Irish College, but Fr. Ring 'threatened to strike' if writer
did not accompany pilgrimage to Rome. He will, therefore,
keep him in ignorance 'till the last moment and endeavour
to steal away.' Has asked Bishop of Galway, his principal
helper, to lead pilgrims in his stead. There will be three or
four other bishops going, anyway. If the Pope permits,
writer intends to return 'to meet the pilgrims at Milan in
order to accompany them to the sanctuaries of Loreto and
Assisi'. Thanks Kirby for all his kindness and would like to
be in Rome for his 'birthday feast'. However, this is
impossible. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Birthday greetings on Kirby's birthday. Bishops determined
to put the Irish College on a proper footing. 4pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter, and sends seasonal greetings.
Regarding elevation of Primate to Cardinalate, cannot say
what effect it will have. Surprise to everyone in Ireland.
'Personally | respect and esteem his Grace though he hardly
reciprocates that feeling, and am gratified that the Primatial
See of Armagh has the honour' but feels that the
disappointment felt elsewhere will not improve the bond
between Ireland and Rome. Writer does not know the
feelings of any one bishop on the matter. 3pp

2639



Code

Date
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KIR/ 1892 /
615

616

617

618

619

620

621

25 December
1892

28 December
1892

28 December
1892

28 December

1892

28 December
1892

28 December
1892

29 December
1892

Holograph letter from Ma. Maddalena, [] to Kirby: 'This is
the solemnity of the holy Birth of the Lord' and writer
would like the Divine Infant to preserve Kirby for many,
many more years in the best of health. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from A. H. Murphy, London to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and for 'the beautiful picture
and precious Relic of dear St. Helen, and the valued Agnus
Deis." Edith and her husband have left for Cannes, as the
climate of London does not agree with her. Greetings. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. James J. Ryan, Thurles to
Kirby: Birthday greetings. Writer hopes to be with the
pilgrimage from Ireland for the Jubilee. Ireland owes
gratitude to Rome for giving her a representative in the
Sacred College in the person of the Primate. Things now
quiet in the country. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gertrude O'Connor,
Listowel to Kirby: Birthday greetings from Presentation
Convent. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary T. Bernard Hackett,
Waterford to Kirby: Birthday greetings and hand painted
card from the Ursulines also Community news. 6pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Ignatius Walsh, Wexford to
Kirby: The Community of Our Lady of Mercy sends best
wishes for Kirby's 89th birthday. 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. Eugene MacCarthy, C.C.,
Dublin to Kirby: It was three years last August since the
writer left Rome, and he now sends Birthday wishes to
Kirby: His parish priest, a Dr. Lynan, is one of Kirby's ex-
students and hopes to be going to Rome with the Irish
pilgrimage. Last week writer was speaking to 'the oldest
living student’, at least in that diocese, of the Irish College,
Fr. O'Carroll, parish priest of Rush, Co. Dublin. 4pp
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KIR/ 1892 /
622

623

624

625

626

627

29 December
1892

29 December
1892

29 December
1892

29 December
1892

29 December
1892

29 December
1892

Holograph letter from M. X. Condon, Tallow to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby for four Roman Directories, giving
reason for wanting them. The Community of St. Joseph's
Convent has had a great deal of illness, probably due to the
dampness of the valley. Greetings. 3pp

Holograph letter from W. B. McFeely, Buncrana to Kirby:
Personal letter of greetings, mentioning devotion of the
Irish to the Holy Father. 3pp

Holograph letter from A. Cagiano de Azevedo, [] to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
V. G. has written to say that it has been decided to leave the
lease of Sclerder as it is, but writer adds that their
‘confidence is sorely shattered'. Mentions rumours in the
neighbourhood, set off by the woman of whom she has
written before, and by the Bishop's brother, that they will be
leaving soon. Writer hopes that her eldest son will visit
them soon and will go with her to the Bishop, to ask
whether he wishes her to leave. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Arthur Ryan, Thurles to Kirby:
Season's greetings. 'Poor old Ireland is now on her trial'.
Hopes the pilgrimage will be worthy of their Faith and
devotion - would so like to join it. Asks Kirby's prayers for
his 'large flock of students, twelve of whom will be
ordained in June." 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer expresses much gratitude to Kirby for his letter.
Hurried to give Fr. Baste the good news and the privileged
medal. Local news. Sends Kirby a silver medal of Our Lady
of Light. Would it be possible to send one in silver, or gold,
to the Pope as a Jubilee gift? Further local news. Asks
Kirby for a small photograph of himself. 8pp
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1892 /
628

629

630

631

632

633

634

29 December
1892

30 December
1892

30 December

1892

30 December

1892

[1892]

30 December
1892

31 December
1892

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
Writer is glad to be informed authoritatively of the
conferring of the dignity of cardinal on the Primate. He
would like to join the Irish pilgrimage, but his health will
not permit it regarding 'wretched sad case' of priest whose
parish was transferred to Galway, being on the border, and
who has now gone to Rome to 'appeal’. He has moreover
written 'shocking scandalous libels' against the writer for an
Orange paper which 'under threat of an action apologized.
The Roman authorities should send the priest home at once.
Writer thinks that Fr. Kelly knows about it. Is forwarding
collection of £500 for coming Jubilee. 3pp

Holograph letter from 'Katie', Dublin to Kirby: Personal
letter of birthday greetings, and giving family news. 3pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Margherita, Mantellate to Kirby:
Preparing Kirby for the arrival of a package which writer
will be bringing him - she will leave it with the porter.
[Italian] 2pp

Printed newspaper cutting from "The Catholic Times'.
Article on the new cardinals for England and Ireland. 1p

Draft notes by Archbishop Kirby of report in 'Freeman's
Journal' regarding the new Irish Cardinal. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from William F. Dennehy, Dublin to
Kirby: Letter of thanks for Kirby's appreciation of work
done by 'The Irish Catholic'. 1p

Printed newspaper cutting from 'The Catholic Times'.
Article on the new Irish cardinal. 1p
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Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1892 /
635 31 December Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1892 Regarding writer of document which Kirby sent him, who
has been writing to the Archbishop for a long time. He has
been identified and his brother notified that ‘a public
exposure would follow any repetition of his offence'.
Details given of Christian Brothers schools question. 4pp
636 31 December Holograph letter from Sr. Giuseppa Auvrici, [] to Kirby:
1892 Personal note. [Italian] 1p
637 31 December Holograph letter from Alessandro Faticoni, Rome to Kirby:
1892 Personal letter of good wishes. [Italian] 2pp
638 [1892] Holograph letter from Fr. Kelly, Tivoli to Kirby: Regarding
reports of two doctors on condition of someone whose name
is not mentioned, who is very seriously ill. 3pp
639 [1892] Holograph letter from Sister Mary, [Foundress of Little
Company of Mary], Rome to Kirby: Personal letter on
spiritual matters. 3pp
KIR/1893/
1 1 January Holograph letter from Sr. M. Margherita, Mantellateo, to
1893 Kirby: Personal - convent - spiritual. [Italian] 2pp
2 1 January Holograph letter from Doren J. Smith, Rome, to Kirby:
1893 New Year greetings. Asks for tickets for Audience to be
given to Irish pilgrims for herself, daughter and grand-
daughter. 4pp
3 1 January Holograph letter from M. Selcini, Rome, to Kirby:
1893 Greetings [Italian] 1p
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Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1893 /

4

2 January
1893

2 January
1893

2 January
1893

3 January
1893

3 January
1893

3 January
1893

Holograph letter from Ladies of the Perpetual Adoration,
Rome, to Kirby: Printed invitation in Italian for the three-
day Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Corpus Christi
Church in the Via Nomentana on the 8th, 9th and 10th
January - the opening of three days adoration is to be by
Cardinal Vincent Vannutelli, Protector of the Association.

2pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown, to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his 'valued favour just to
hand'. The picture of Our Lady of Good Counsel has
arrived. All are extremely pleased at the elevation of the
Lord Primate. Asks Kirby's prayers for the children and also
‘for one hardened sinner in the parish'. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. J. McNamee, P.P., Eglinton,
to Kirby: At Bishop O'Doherty's suggestion, writer sends
application for dispensation, which he hopes will be granted
soon. It is 'in forma pauperis', but writer will send a pound
when he forwards 'a little subscription for St. Patrick’s new
church, Rome'. 2pp

Holograph letter from + Abraham Brownrigg, Bishop of
Ossory, Kilkenny, to Kirby: Printed copy of writer's
Pastoral Letter to his clergy 'on the fiftieth anniversary of
the Episcopal Consecration of Pope Leo XIII'. 3pp

Holograph letter from John J. and Edward P. O'Toole,
Dublin, to Kirby: 'Our kind friend Mr. McBride' desires the
two children who write this letter to acknowledge medals,
blessed by Pope, for them. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rector, Pont. Coll. Propaganda Fide,
Rome, to Kirby: Printed invitation for the Mass to be
celebrated on the Feast of the Epiphany. [Italian] 1p
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10 4 January Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel Courtney, C.C., Kilrush
1893 to the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda. Application for a
marriage dispensation [Latin] 2pp
11 5 January Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1893 ‘The Chief Baron' has informed the writer that the
Committee 'appointed to get the new Rule into shape has
just completed its labours'. Committee consisted of three
Catholics, two Episcopalians and one Presbyterian.
Practically unanimous, the Presbyterian alone dissenting.
All this is in strict confidence "as the negotiations, up to the
end, will be of the most delicate character'. Mentions New
Year's visit of the Lord Mayor of London. 'There never was
such an enormous crowd, in the Pro-Cathedral and in the
streets outside. He has gone back delighted with his visit
and reception, as indeed he has good reason to be.' 4pp
12 5 January Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clotilde Sentinelli, Rome to
1893 Kirby: Personal letter [Italian] 1p
13 6 January Holograph letter from M. Francesca Rimaldi, [] to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter - convent news. [Italian] 3pp
14 7 January Holograph letter from A. H. Murphy, Turin to Kirby:
1893 Leaving London hurriedly on account of thick fogs, found

snow at Dover and their ship had to wait an hour outside
Calais as pier could not be seen through the falling snow.
Further detail of journey. "...the town is very quiet, no
commerce, the people say they are doing no good since
their King left, no one remains here but the poor people and
there are no improvements going on..." Leaving soon for
Florence. 4pp
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Code Date
KIR/ 1893 /
15 10 January
1893
16 11 January
1893
17 12 January
1893
18 13 January
1893

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges letter and will bring the matter
of which he wrote before the Episcopal Standing
Committee next week. Had already thought it their duty to
take action even before the elevation of their 'beloved
Primate' was mentioned. The bishops thought of addressing
the Pope on the occasion of his Episcopal Jubilee. Thinks
the two events could be included in one Address. Regrets
Kirby has a cold. Has not decided whether to go on the Irish
pilgrimage or not, but probably will, meeting it in Rome.
Will Kirby obtain from the Cardinal Prefect leave for him to
be away from his diocese, if such permission is necessary.
Blessing to his student, Mr. Newman. 4pp

Holograph letter from Lucy E. Lyn, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter - has tried to see him, and hopes to be more
successful 'next Saturday'. Mentions a Miss Bass, who
wishes to 'know Catholics and above all Catholic priests...'
Hopes there will be a special ceremony for new Irish
Cardinal at the College - has already received a notice from
the English College regarding Archbishop Vaughan. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
A friend of the writer's wants name of Roman ecclesiastical
lawyers '‘who would be competent to carry a case through
one of the Roman Congregations'. Perhaps Kirby would get
his secretary to send her names and addresses. Tells Kirby
in 'secret’ of her hope to be able to buy the place where they
are, or at least to get a 999 years lease. If this were the case
they would settle B. de Montfort's daughters there, while
there are two priests willing to join Fr. Baste 'in missionary
work for the same Devotion. 3pp

Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Writer encloses application for a dispensation. Rome
is probably very busy just now, preparing for new cardinals
and Irish pilgrimage. 1p
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KIR/ 1893 /
19

20

21

22

23

14 January
1893

14 January
1893

16 January
1893

16 January
1893

17 January
1893

Holograph letter from Rev. E. Baste, Sclerder to Kirby:
Long letter, telling of writer's arrival at Sclerder, what he
found there, and what has been done to improve matters.
Speaks very highly of Mrs. St. John and Mrs. Bary, the
former being, so some say, ‘possessed by the demon of
zeal'. Gives instances of her impetuosity. Asks Kirby
regarding the placing of a statue of Blessed de Montford in
the chapel. 8pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Long letter which writer sends in order to 'fill in little gaps'
in Fr. Baste's letter [see KIR/1894/19]. Gives some details
of the unusual circumstances of the little shrine, and also
encloses a small printed history, with a picture of the statue,
of Our Lady of Light, Sclerder, Cornwall. 18pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, P.P.,
Hilltown, to Kirby: Writer encloses copy of letter from
Bishop McGivern informing him that, as he has two curates,
he may join the Irish Pilgrimage to Rome if he so desires.
Mentions Kirby who might obtain for him 'some special
mark of honour, Doctoratus, from the Holy Father'. Writer
will, therefore, 'with God's help undertake the journey’, as,
this letter not being asked for, it would appear to be God's
Will that he should go. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Dunphy, Bishop's Secretary,
Waterford to V. Rev. R. Dunphy, P.P., Tooraneena.
Encloses dispensation, duly authorized by the Bishop,
asking Fr. R. Dunphy to attach his own signature, having
checked the statements given in it, and the date, and
forward it to Kirby: 6pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Writer encloses two cheques, one for Kirby himself,
the other 'as a supplement to the two Cloyne Burses..".
Explains how it is possible to do so. Diocesan news and
asks for renewal of Formula VI. 4pp
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24 18 January  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1893 After writer's 'last hurried letter' Fr. Baste asked her to write
again to tell Kirby 'that there might possibly be some
change of feeling on the part of Archbishop Vaughan' since
he told Kirby he would do all he could to help Sclerder, The
priest who has ‘done so much in attempts to destroy
Sclerder is brother of the Coadjutor Bishop - he is now in
Westminster Archdiocese, and has been in the Archbishop's
house for some weeks. 4pp
25 22 January  Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
1893 Regarding subscriptions and collections for Holy Land, and
trouble therewith. Twelve priests of diocese going on Irish
pilgrimage. Encloses letter from Fr. M. A. Cavanagh,
O.S.F., Commissary of the Holy Land, which shows
difficulties encountered. 8pp
26 22 January  Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Inchicore to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
27 25 January  Holograph letter from Maria P., Tivoli to Kirby: Personal -
1893 convent - family news. [Italian] 2pp
28 26 January  Holograph letter from Margherita Selcini, Rome to Kirby:
1893 Personal note, asking Kirby's help. [Italian] 1p
29 27 January  Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Inchicore to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
30 ‘Sunday" Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
[January Writer has read that Kirby was prevented 'by a bad cold’
1894] from attending dinner at Irish College in honour of new

cardinal. Praises Kirby whose doing it is, she says, that
Sclerder is not now abandoned. Expects visit from Belgian
Provincial of Congregation of Blessed de Montfort to see
whether they would undertake Sclerder ‘and carry out some
of their special works' there. 8pp
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31 2 February ~ Holograph letter from Rev. I. Grainger, Exmouth to Kirby:
1893 Introducing Canon Rogers of the diocese of Northampton,
‘who joins the English pilgrimage to Rome'. 1p
32 5 February  Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Anastasia Beckett, Birr to
1893 Kirby: Writer sends congratulations on 'this grand Jubilee'
of the Pope, mentioning that their chaplain, Fr. F. McKenna
will be on the pilgrimage and would like to meet Kirby, and
get his blessing. 3pp
33 6 February  Holograph letter from Rev. Wm. B. Feely, Buncrana to
1893 Kirby: Encloses Mass intentions and gives details of how
his parish has responded to idea of making a 'pilgrimage in
spirit to Rome'. Asking if Kirby can obtain some special
papal blessing for the promoters. 7pp
34 10 February Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1893 Encloses petition. Although but few could join in the Irish
Pilgrimage, everyone joins it in prayer for 'the pious and
holy object of it'. 3pp
35 10 February Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby: Writer
1893 thanks Kirby for Mass stipends. [Italian] 1p
36 11 February Holograph letter from +E. T. [O'Dwyer], Limerick to Kirby:
1893 Encloses petition for presentation and recommends Fathers
Hallinan, O'Hurley and Shanahan, three Limerick priests
who will be on the Irish pilgrimage. 1p
37 14 February Holograph letter from Anna Vincent, Dublin to Kirby:

1893

Letter of introduction for Mrs. Bell and her daughter.
Includes a covering note from Mrs. Bell. 5pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
38

39

40

14 February
1893

16 February
1893

17 February
1893

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer is sorry to hear of Kirby's illness, and hopes
that he is sufficiently recovered 'to take charge of the
enclosed'. Thinks that between Kirby, Cardinal Logue and
the Bishop of Galway, Dr. MacCormack, it will be possible
to 'set right any irregularity in the form of the Address and
to present it to His Holiness'. By the same post writer sends
Kirby three copies of his Pastoral, one for Kirby, one for Fr.
Kelly and the third for his student, Mr. Newman, to whom
he also sends his blessing. Regarding the ‘great ceremony’ in
St. Mel's Cathedral on 23rd May, at which Cardinal Moran
will probably preach, could Kirby arrange for permission
for Cardinal Logue or Cardinal Moran to give the Apostolic
Benediction twice on that day - once in the church and once
from the 'grand portico' in front of the building. 3pp

Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Writer recalls petition forwarded to Kirby 'some time
ago', to which he has had no reply. Asks Kirby to make
enquiries. Glad to see from the press that the pilgrims have
arrived safely. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny to
Kirby: Writer is glad to see from the press that the pilgrims
are having 'a delightful time in Rome", but sorry that Kirby
himself is not so well. Various faculties expire on 11th
March, would Kirby have them renewed? "Yesterday Mr.
McGettigan, the late Primate’s brother, died at a fine old
age'. Heard Prime Minister introducing a new Home Rule
Bill which is much better than that of 1886, although the
financial part of it will require improvement. There seems
to be 'a quiet confidence' that the Bill will become law. 3pp
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KIR/ 1893 /

41

42

43

44

45

46

21 February
1893

22 February
1893

23 February
1893

24 February
1893

24 February
1893

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer is distressed at not hearing from Kirby fearing that
he is 'still very weak, or even perhaps ill'. Had been hoping
to go to Rome on the pilgrimage, but 'cannot possibly leave
home without endangering all...". Gives some details of
troubles. However, the previous Sunday saw the reception
into the Association of Our Lady of Light of nearly 40
members and aspirants. Nuns may be coming soon. Owner
of the property has expressed his willingness to sell.
Coadjutor Bishop called the other day quite in a friendly
way and seemed much pleased with all. Asks for Kirby's
photograph, and that his secretary would send a word to say
how he is. 6pp

Holograph letter from M. Metilda, [] to Kirby: Personal
card thanking Kirby for his note, and regarding writer's
improved health. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Crotty, Dundee to
Kirby: Fr. M. Phelan, the writer's parish priest, would like
Kirby to obtain special papal blessing for occasion of Silver
Jubilee of establishment of Confraternity of the Holy
Family in the parish - day of the General Communion will
be Sunday, 12th March, and it is for that day that the
blessing is desired. 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Clotilde Sentinelli, Rome to
Kirby: Personal note - assures Kirby of continual prayers
for him. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from [unsigned and no address], to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp

1 March 1893 Holograph letter from Sr. Loetitia, [] to Kirby: Personal

letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 6pp
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KIR/ 1893 /

47

48

49

50

o1

52

53

1 March 1893 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. Sorry to learn of
Kirby's illness. If Cardinal Logue could get Dr. Gargan,
Vice President of Maynooth, 'raised to the dignity of
Monsignor it would be taken as a gracious compliment by
many friends. 3pp

4 March 1893 Holograph letter from Rev. Wm. B. MacFeely, Buncrana to
Kirby: Writer is sorry to learn of K' s illness. Wishes Kirby
to obtain, perhaps, through one of the officials, renewal of
faculties for blessing beads. Encloses Mass offering. 4pp

4 March 1893 Holograph letter from T. H. Grattan Esmonde, House of
Commons, London to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his
letter of 25th February, as also for copy of his book -
grateful for kindness of Fr. Kelly to Lady Esmonde when
she was in Rome. Praise of the Irish. 4pp

4 March 1893 Holograph letter from M. C. De Ricci, Dunedin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece - convent news. 4pp

6 March 1893 Holograph letter from +T. McGovern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer has offered Mass of thanksgiving for Kirby's return
to health. Concerning Fr. Kearns who has written regarding
'the distinguishing title D.D.' [see KIR/1893/211]. Is glad of
success of the Irish pilgrimage, telling of sacrifice made in
the diocese to allow priests to go - one Mass on Sunday in
chapels where ordinarily they have two. 3pp

6 March 1893 Holograph letter from Duke of Norfolk, London to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his 'kind present and for the
friendly remembrance' it implies. Pressure on time while in
Rome prevented him visiting Irish, Scots or English College
except evening reception at last-named in honour of
Cardinal VVaughan. 4pp

6 March 1893 Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

2652



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1893 /

54

55

56

57

58

8 March 1893 Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow to Kirby: Writer

thanks Kirby for renewal of faculties, and encloses
application for one still needed. Pleased about success of
pilgrimage and has notified priests regarding collection on
St. Patrick’s Day for Pope. 3pp

9 March 1893 Holograph letter from 'B. F. Abbot', Mt. Melleray,

10 March
1893

13 March
1893

14 March
1893

Cappoquin to Kirby: Gives details of how Abbot Ephrem
MacDonnell ‘formerly Superior of New Melleray, America,
has, unexpectedly become Heir-at-law to the MacDonnell
Property in the County Mayo'. Writer asks Kirby to obtain
from the Pope all the powers and all the dispensations that
may be required 'in order to settle, for ever, this very
important affair'. Gives reasons for urgency, also names of
trustees who are four priests. Assuring Kirby that he does
'not intend that Mount Melleray should ever gain any thing
whatever from the MacDonnell Property'. 'Abbot
MacDonnell got, from his father, £350, more than 40 years

ago'. 6pp

Newspaper clipping from 'The Catholic Times'. Article
from The Catholic Times regarding preparations to
welcome Cardinal Logue, and also summary of a speech by
the Bishop of Meath at taking of vows of two girls at the
Convent of Mercy, Ketley, during which he spoke of
'division and dissension' in the County of Meath. 1p

Holograph letter from Margaret Cullen, Liverpool to Kirby:
Personal letter of thanks for kindness to writer and friends
while in Rome with the English Pilgrimage - encloses
cheque for Kirby's use. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer is delighted to know that Kirby is better. Encloses
reprint from Weekly Register regarding Sclerder. No
decision as yet from the nuns who visited Sclerder recently,
on proposal put before them. Writer gives details of what
she hopes to do. Encloses card with the 'Morning Offering'
on it, for which she would like an Indulgence granted. 8pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
59

60

61

62

63

14 March
1893

15 March
1893

15 March
1893

16 March
1893

16 March
1893

Holograph letter from '+E. T.' [O'Dwyer], Limerick to
Kirby: Regarding enclosed petition which now needs
correction. Pilgrims back from Rome delighted with
everything. Asks advice on various points connected with
Pious Association of the Holy Family. 5pp

Holograph letter from 'B. F. Abbot' [Mt. Melleray],
Cappoquin to Kirby: Most grateful thanks to Kirby for
acting so promptly. How can writer ever express his thanks
either to Kirby or to the Pope, but he promises 'the prayers
of the two Abbots and of the whole Community for His
Holiness and for the Archbishop of Ephesus. Prayers today,
tomorrow and for ever! [see KIR/1893/55] 3pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for £478, result of collection
made for Jubilee offering to the Pope. Mentions £600 sent
previous year for Peter's Pence. Gives some details as to
what is being done in the diocese, including success of
Association of the Holy Family. 4pp

Holograph letter from C. van Stranberger, Minehead to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and Palm Cross. Gives
news of Minehead, where Sunday offerings do not amount
to 8/- per week - no poor, no schools, bathing and hunting
season lasts only six weeks, 'so completely out of the world
is Minehead - the country is beautiful and climate more like
south of France..." New Bishop of Brownlow just
appointed. Did not wish to accept on account of poor
eyesight - writer met him years ago and gave him his first
stole when he became a priest. 6pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Writer encloses petition for dispensation. Hopes
Kirby received order for £478.0.0. sent the previous day by
registered post as the Jubilee offering from the Diocese. 2pp
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64

65

66

67

68

16 March
1893

17 March
[1893]

22 March
1893

25 March
1893

25 March
1893

Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London, E.C. to
Kirby: Brief letter of thanks for letter and pictures. Not
wishing to 'weary and worry' Kirby. Having received sprig
of shamrock, writer sends part of it to Kirby: Wishes he
could meet Archbishop Moran who was with him at the
Irish College in 1843. 3pp

Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letters and enclosures.
Regarding St. Patrick’s Day and his first public appearance
at Armagh. Orangemen are giving 'a good deal of
annoyance and threatening still more'. Moreover, the ‘few
aristocratic Catholics are joining hands with them in
opposition to the Home Rule Bill'. Writer remonstrated
against their attending meetings when the Orange cries were
raised, 'and the response was a meeting in Dundalk where
all the bigoted Protestants of the County Louth assembled,
and the few Catholic aristocrats of the County not only went
themselves, but brought their wives'. Writer has not yet got
a copy of address of Irish pilgrims nor the Pope's reply, but
must try to get them 'and carry out the wishes of His
Holiness'. 6pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his kind thought in sending the
palm. Encloses palm which she makes for the people - has
to make 50 today. 2pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer has just received the 'many gifts' from Kirby, having
left the Hotel Milano, Rome, before they arrived.
Association of the Holy Family is doing well. Grand
reception for Cardinal and bishops on their return from the
pilgrimage, which 'has done lasting good'. 3pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
69

70

71

72

73

74

26 March
1893

28 March
1893

29 March
1893

29 and 30
March 1893

1 April 1893

'Easter Day'
1893

Holograph letter from Can. Jader Bertini, Siena to Kirby:
Parish news. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from T. W. Croke, Thurles to Kirby:
Writer was glad to have received Kirby's letter and to know
that he is well again. Good news of pilgrimage.
Acknowledges safe receipt of documents on Holy Family.
Regarding newspaper controversy which writer hopes will
not damage prospects of Home Rule. 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer is about to try to get a few ladies, 6 or 7, to live with
them at Sclerder. Explains project and gives details of
neighbourhood, all that there is to do, and no one but herself
and Mrs. de Bary to do it. People neglected and regrets that
the nuns feel themselves unable to accept offer made. 8pp

Holograph draft notes by Archbishop Kirby, Rome. Two
notes regarding the granting of an Indulgence to those who
say the 'Morning Offering' [see KIR/1893/58] 1p

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter with enclosures for
bishops and also pictures. Gives reasons for thinking,
however, that 'there may be some difficulty' about adoption
of pictures. An Antrim priest who was on the Irish
pilgrimage is writing a history of it, and has applied to the
writer for a copy of the Address and the Pope's reply.
Perhaps Fr. Kelly could get copies at the Vatican or the
Osservatore Romano, which carried the report. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer is very grateful for Kirby's letter and enclosure. Fr.
Baste is delighted and will go to the Bishop's House as soon
as possible. News of Sclerder. 'Dr. Vaughan and the
Coadjutor Bishop seem really pleased at the Association
and glad of its erection. 8pp
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KIR/ 1893 /

75 'Easter
Monday"'
1893

76 'Easter
Monday'
1893

77 4 April 1893

78 4 April 1893

79 9 April 1893

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and for favour
obtained. [see KIR/1893/38]. Encloses 'supplica’ for
forwarding. Asks permission to appoint Fr. Terence Martin
in place of Canon John Monahan now Dean of the Diocese.

1p

Holograph letter from +John McEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
Regarding steps taken re distribution of circulars and
pictures from the Cardinal Vicar, and establishing
Association of the Holy Family. Writer has a special
devotion to St. Joseph, so much so that it is a point on
which he has 'a craze'. His old pupil, the Bishop of Galway,
was with him for a few day and told him all about the
successful Irish Pilgrimage. 2pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
Kirby: Writer encloses cheque for five pounds for Mass
intentions for Henry Murnin deceased). The honorarium in
Ireland is 2/6d, but more than 40 Masses may be said, if
Kirby wishes. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer has 'budgets of good news' to tell Kirby. Fr. Baste
went to Plymouth, where he had a ‘charming welcome' from
both the Bishop and the V.G.. everything asked for was
granted and the 'old Bishop himself signed your document
and the V. G. sealed it'. Fr. Baste spoke of patronal feast
being, if possible, near Whitsun and this, too, was granted.
Encloses episcopal document given to Fr. Baste to be dealt
with by Kirby. 8pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
Diocesan and convent news. 4pp

80 10 April 1893 Holograph letter from Ann Carroll [nee Cronin], Ontario to

Kirby: Personal letter from a cousin. 4pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
81

82

83

84

85

86

11 April 1893 Holograph letter from Mary F. Kirby, Stonington to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

11 April 1893 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Gratitude. Writer sends another 'Morning Offering card',
explaining slight difference in the English. News of the
Association. Has begun class for Protestant women. 6pp

15 April 1893 Holograph letter from +John Kirby 0' Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Writer encloses application for dispensation,
urgently required. Forwarded in Holy Week without, for
lack of time, covering note apologizes for this. Explains
reason for urgency as man in danger of death. Home Rule
Bill seems certain of being carried 'but it will probably be
rejected by the Lords, who must however, ultimately yield'.
Weather unusually fine. 4pp

19 April 1893 Holograph letter from Rev. W. MacFeely, Buncrana to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for pictures which he handed to
Fr. O'Kane, who said he would himself write a letter of
thanks. Bishop has drawn attention to the Association of the
Holy Family. Everyone proud and pleased regarding new
Cardinal. Irish pilgrims enjoyed their stay in Rome. 4pp

20 April 1893 Holograph letter from '+E.T.' [O'Dwyer], Limerick to
Kirby: Writer encloses two petitions - praises people who
are 'on the whole' wonderfully good and peaceful. 2pp

21 April 1893 Holograph letter from +Thomas Nulty, Mullingar to Kirby:
Regarding pamphlets he has written, now that it is 'safe' to
do so, on Parnellism. Is sending two to Kirby, one for him
and one for Cardinal Persico. 2pp
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87 22 April 1893 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer gives good news of Sclerder and of the Association.
New room obtained at Polperro. Bishop is to confirm at
Sclerder on the 14th of May. Writer's sons are not yet
priests, although Stanislaus is 28 and Philip 26 - both are
professors. Regarding new curtains for the Tabernacle. Fr.
Baste 'is longing to get B. de Montfort into the chapel on
the 14th, he wants it particularly'. 12pp

88 23 April 1893 Holograph letter from Sister M. Raphael, Princethorpe to
Kirby: Thirty years ago writer knew Kirby in Rome. He
introduced her to Mother Mary Agnes [nee Christina
Meagher], who has been her warmest friend in the convent
[St. Mary's Priory, Benedictines]. Writer tells of her friend's
ilinesses and asks Kirby to obtain for her a papal blessing
on her Golden Jubilee on 1st May. Having secured
Reverend Mother's permission to ask for this privilege.
Convent and personal news. 4pp

89 25 April 1893 Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Writer encloses draft for a hundred pounds for the
African Missions. Unable to ask his people for money on
account of the heavy demands already made upon them, so
enclosed hundred pounds is from himself. He has not been
well lately and is now anxiously awaiting erection of high
Altar in his cathedral, the Altar being a Jubilee gift to him
from his priests, at a cost of £1600. Will be applying to the
Holy See for a Coadjutor. 3pp

90 30 April 1893 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and enclosure - gives good
news of Sclerder. 6pp
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91

92

93

94

1 May 1893

4 May 1893

4 May 1893

5 May 1893

Holograph letter from +John Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to
Kirby: Writer returns dispensation sent him as it grants
powers to him only when the impediment is public, which
is not the case. Most urgent, as the man is 'rapidly sinking'
and cannot have the Sacraments until the ‘occasio peccati' is
removed, which can only be done by the marriage of the
parties. Cardinal is receiving royal honours - nothing the
Pope has done for years has given so much satisfaction in
Ireland. 'All admit that Cardinal Logue is the right man in
the right place'. Irish news - Home Rule 'still holds its
ground notwithstanding all the braggadocio of the
Orangemen.' 4pp

Holograph letter from [..... Gladstone], Aigle to Kirby:
Personal letter. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister Mary Agnes, Princethorpe to
Kirby: Letter of gratitude to Kirby for papal blessing on her
Golden Jubilee [see KIR/1893/88]. 2pp

Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to say a Mass for his needs. Always looks
at Roman news first in 'The Catholic Times', to see whether
Kirby is mentioned. Cardinal Moran must be nearing Rome
now, after five years, and writer sends him a word of
welcome and 'cordial greeting'. Was sorry not to be able to
be with pilgrimage in February. 4pp
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95

96

97

6 May 1893

6 May 1893

7 May 1893

Holograph letter from Michael G. Mulhall, Buenos Aires to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Wife very successful
with her boys' orphanage, for which she has bought ‘a fine
house, capable of holding 100 boys from 5 to 10 years old.
It is now in charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a native
Order, although the Mother Superior of the orphanage is an
Irish woman named Mrs. Dowlan. Despite the fact that the
orphanage is Catholic, all the Protestants in the town have
given money. Mrs. Mulhall consenting to take two
Protestant children as many as may offer, when orphans and
destitute'. Writer has built a small hall near his home, as
there is no Catholic church in the suburb of Devoto, and
Mass was being said, with consent of the Archbishop, in
writer's house. This, however, was not convenient so he has
built the hall which is 45' x 15" and holds about 70. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his 'very affectionate letter’,
and for his offering of ten pounds to St. Mel and the diocese
of Ardagh and Clonmacnois. Thanks Kirby also for the
pictures of the Holy Family. News of cathedral. Encloses
letter for Cardinal Moran regarding possibility of obtaining
dispensation from fast and abstinence for the diocese for
Ember Wednesday, explaining reason for asking. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Expresses gratitude to Kirby: Fr. Baste is very pleased, and
always tells the people at Mass of the favours received
through Kirby. He is now very worried, however, for he
finds when making translation of Brief sent by Kirby, that
‘it quite withdraws the indulgence!'. Hundreds have been
enrolled and applications have been received from all over
the world, 'these people could not say the "Morning
Offering™ before the Image, in fact only people in the house
could obtain the indulgence, for no others are daily in the
Chapel!" This would mean the death blow to the
Association. Asks Kirby's help. 12pp
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98

99

100

'Ascension
Day 1893'

11 May 1893

12 May 1893

Holograph letter from "The O'Neill’, Bandon to Kirby:
Writer has written to Kirby previously on matters of
importance to himself, but has received no reply. Goes on to
state that he is ‘one of the few Irishmen who can show a
genealogy far back, ages before Rome was founded....".
Thinks those who ‘fought, bled and died for Faith and Holy
Ireland' are now forgotten. Even he was prevented by his
parish priest from hanging a tablet in his parish church
asking prayers for the repose of the souls of those of the
family who sealed their faith with their blood. Gives details
of his ancestors. Brought up as a 'High Church man’, writer
became a Catholic in 1863 - tells of his misfortunes. Pius IX
recognized him as Prince of Ulster - was made 'The
O'Neill" in 1862. Now asks Kirby to lay his history before
the Pope, and to ask for a blessing for him and his people.
Gives as reference a cousin, the Visconte de Sancta Monica
of Lisbon. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. L. Kieran, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for note - personal and convent news.

3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and brochures. He is
rather tired of addresses, and they are not all over yet.
Rarely sees an address before it is read to him, and has to
reply to it on 'the inspiration of the moment'. Has heard
from a Protestant rector who would come into the Church
were it not that he has to support a delicate daughter. Asks
Kirby to remember the man in his prayers. Fears Cardinal
Moran cannot be in Longford for the 23rd. Dr. Woodlock is
in a fix and is appealing to the writer, who has not a
moment to spare. Weather and crops promising. Catholics
say it is owing to the pilgrimage and the prayers of the
associates. 4pp
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101

102

103

104

105

14 May 1893

15 May 1893

15 May 1893

17 May 1893

17 May 1893

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Diocesan collection for Peter's Pence amounts to
£785.10.00, and would have been £800, had not a parish
priest sent £15 through the hands of Fr. Ring, before the
collection was ordered. Asks Kirby to make presentation.
Would Kirby propose the names of V. Rev. Patrick Foley,
President of Carlow College, and Rev. John Foley,
Professor of Theology in the same College, for degree of
D.D.. Recommends both highly. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary Kirby, Stonington to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Fannie’, Caldwell, N.J. to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer begs Kirby to obtain ratification of the indulgence,
and to widen its scope, giving details. Has seen from press
that papal permission has been given to crown Our Lady of
Consolation at East Grinstead, and now asks same privilege
for Our Lady of Light, Sclerder. Describes crown and asks
also for privileged Altar for Our Lady. 13pp

Holograph letter from Rev. E. Baste, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer leaves it to Mrs. St. John to obtain privileges,
through Kirby, for Shrine of Our Lady of Light, but would
himself ask advice regarding Patronal Feast, about which
there is a diversity of opinions. Gives details of Questions
raised. 4pp
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106

107

108

109

110

21 May 1893

21 May 1893

25 May 1893

'Ascension
Thursday
1893’

26 May 1893

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick to
Kirby: Dr. Moloney, the V. G., has asked writer to obtain
privileged altar for chapel of Sisters of Mercy attached to
the workhouse. Asks Kirby to tell him of the incident which
he used often to tell the students and which writer has
forgotten. He gives what details he remembers. If he tells
Mr. Bridge, the latter will write it out and send it. Is now
preparing series of articles for "The Catholic Fireside' at
Monsignor Nugent's request. Mentions lecture he gave
some time ago, which was reported in the 'Limerick
Reporter'. 4pp

Holograph letter from A. Fullerton, Rome to Kirby:
Personal note of regret at writer's inability to call on Kirby
before leaving for Florence, and expressing gratitude for his
kindness. 2pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and for undertaking to apply
for degree of D.D. for President and Professor of Theology
of Carlow College. Would also like same degree for the
Vice President. In former days all three were so honoured.

4pp

Holograph letter from '+E.T.' [O'Dwyer], Adare to Kirby:
Writer sends petition on behalf of Sisters of Mercy in two
workhouses. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Grateful thanks for Kirby's letter. They had thought that the
second paper nullified the first. Grieved to have given Kirby
so much trouble. Notice of the feast appeared in the Tablet
and the Register. If Kirby has not seen either, writer will
send him a copy. They have not yet 'heard of any ladies'.
She encloses copy of the Rules, adding that the V.G. sees
nothing to object in them. 5pp
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111

112

113

114

115

116

26 May 1893

28 May 1893

29 May 1893

29 May 1893

2 June 1893

2 June 1893

Holograph letter from Suor M. Michelina Varese, Rome to
Kirby: Personal note on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Fr. Baste has discovered that the title Our Lady of Light
was used in A.D.40I at the Council held at Ephesus. Has
read that Rome never crowns a statue unless it is a very
ancient one, but if the statue is not ancient in this case, the
devotion certainly is. Perhaps, however, it would be better
not to ask, although the writer is very sorry if it cannot be.

3pp

Holograph letter from E. Clarke, Aix-les-Bains to Kirby:
Personal letter giving account of visits to shrines. 4pp

Holograph letter from '+E. T.' [O' Dwyer], Corbally to
Kirby: Regarding dispensation forwarded which in one
instance differs from the petition. Will Kirby kindly have it
corrected. Writer has just received the privilege for Sisters
of Mercy to have the Blessed Sacrament in two of their
chapels [see KIR/1893/109] 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer is surprised at what Kirby says about Davitt.
Never heard a whisper that he attacked the temporal power
of the Pope. Mentions manifesto of a number of English
Catholics against Home Rule, as reported in today's
'Freeman’. While they are at liberty to protest against Home
Rule, it is a different thing when they censure the bishops
and clergy. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Acknowledgement of Kirby's letter and enclosures. 1p
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117

118

119

120

7 June 1893

8 June 1893

8 June 1893

8 June 1893

Holograph letter from +J. Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to Kirby:
Writer sends application for dispensation. Is sending
postulation to Pope to obtain the 'Doctor’s cap' for the
President of the diocesan college. Gives news of growth of
college, where there are now about 140 boys whereas when
writer was made bishop there were only 31. Feels that some
recognition should be made of Fr. McHugh's great services.

3pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for £587.0.0, Jubilee offering to Pope,
and will send 'this evening' an Address to the Holy Father
from bishops, priests and faithful of the diocese. Asks
whether any reply has been received to the application for
degree of D.D. for President, Vice President and Professor
of Theology at Carlow College. 4pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer sends Address for presentation to the Pope
illuminated by Rev. Mother of Presentation Convent, who
'has put at end, a picture of the cathedral and college - and,
on the cover of the case, a photograph of Hogan's
monument to our illustrious Bishop Dr. Doyle, which he
executed in the Eternal City and which is now placed in our
cathedral.' [see KIR/1893/118] 2pp

Holograph letter from Patrick J. Keenan, Glasnevin to
Kirby: This year, says the writer, using notepaper with a
deep black, mourning border, is the 'most awful' of his life,
but he has tried to resign himself to the will of God. He is
also most grateful for the blessing obtained from the Pope
by Kirby, as also for the copy of Kirby's book. 8pp
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121

122

123

124

125

126

9 June 1893

11 June 1893

14 June 1893

15 June 1893

16 June 1893

21 June 1893

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer has had 22 teeth out. Home Rule Bill going through
steadily, although as it stands at present 'it will be disastrous
as regards Catholic education’, as it is understood in Ireland.
Moreover, as things are now going in America there is no
likelihood of any prominent Irish bishop ‘running the risk of
raising a question on this point'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Di Ricci, Dunedin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
Entering their 'midwinter retreat this evening', she writes to
thank Kirby for his letter and the packet of pictures. Their
bishop is dying. Sends her condolences on the loss of Dr.
Reynolds. Regarding postulant who wishes to join the
Community. 4pp

Holograph letter from [+A. Gaughran], Rome to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his gifts, for his book and for the
picture of the Sacred Heart, more especially as it is on the
latter devotion that they place all their confidence ‘for the
founding and establishing of the Church in South Africa'.
Promises prayers. Cannot thank Kirby personally as they
are leaving Rome in the morning. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer hopes Kirby was pleased with the account of
the 'grand function' at Longford at Whitsun. Has sent
photographs. Trusting that Kirby may be able to show them
to the Pope. Regarding power to appoint a canon to Canon
Monahan's canonry, now vacant through his promotion to
the deanship of diocese. Writer explains why he is asking
advice. Sends greetings and a blessing to his student, Mr.
Newman. 3pp

Holograph letter from Suor. Letizia, [] to Kirby: Personal
note [Italian] 3pp
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127

128

129

21 June 1893

23 June 1893

23 June 1893

Holograph letter from +James A. Smith, Perth, Scotland to
'‘Dear Reverend Mother'. Writer feels that a gift from the
Pope 'would help on so powerfully the good work' in which
the Reverend Mother is engaged, that she should spare no
effort to obtain it. The Archbishop of Edinburgh would
gladly have made the attempt, but it was not possible - gives
details of short stay in Rome. However, writer knows of no
one 'whose mediation is so likely to help' as that of
Archbishop Kirby. Is confident he will help, especially if he
knows that the majority of Catholics for whose welfare the
work is being done, are 'of Irish birth or Irish parentage’, as
is the writer himself. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
Regarding Bishop who is slightly better. Does Kirby think
that the writer could go across the road to see him, taking
with her one of his nieces or another Sister? 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Regarding 'Davitt's break’, Canon McCartan has
spoken to him very seriously about it, and writer thinks
Davitt ‘will keep a greater guard over his expressions in
future...". Some men, despite cleverness in other respects,
seem very ignorant of 'what they are bound to say and do as
Catholics' and then the Unionists lay traps for them.
Catholic interests are not as fully provided for as they
should be in the Home Rule Bill. However writer feels it
might not be prudent to make an open protest, as the 'Bill
will not pass'. The bishops have sent a statement of their
views to Gladstone. The chief advantage of this statement is
that when the Bill is thrown out by the Lords and a new one
introduced, the Government will have the views of the
bishops before them. As it stands, the Bill is more
favourable to Catholics 'than would appear on the surface'.
The Standing Committee went over it with two clever
lawyers and the writer was surprised to find how much
could be done under it for Catholic education. However, it
is far from perfect, and writer has never liked it. Sees from
press that Cardinal Moran is in England. Writer goes to
Maynooth and thinks it likely that he will meet him there.

6pp
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130

131

132

133

134

135

24 June 1893

24 June 1893

25 June 1893

25 June 1893

27 June 1893

28 June 1893

Holograph letter from '+E. T.' [O'Dwyer], Limerick to
Kirby: Kirby's letter, which he has just received, settles all
writer's difficulties. 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his comforting letter, but they are in
trouble, and can see no way out of it. The priest has made
such a good impression on the authorities as a zealous
missioners as they thought from his promises that he was
going to be. They would never forgive writer if she even
hinted that he was to blame in any way. Priest insults them
from the Altar and the parish is neglected, while priest
spends day on his tricycle with the boy he is so fond of, and
of whom he says that he is dearer to him than the Blessed
Sacrament is to them. He calls this boy his 'Jesus' and says
'he is Jesus for him'. Other priests say the boy has not a
spark of piety, and writer has seen his 'really disgraceful’
behaviour at Mass. Gives details of disrespect shown to the
Sacrament by priest. 7pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer requests Kirby to obtain 'renewal of the faculties'
granted in enclosed documents. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes Scully, Kinvarra to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby for a donation for the poor of the
neighbourhood, where 'there is great poverty'. 2pp

Holograph letter from +John Leonard, Dublin to Kirby:
Regarding Fr. O'Reilly, suspended priest. Cardinal approves
of him going to Rome for a time, but writer has not told Fr.
O'Reilly that he mentioned his case to the Cardinal, so it
would be better if Kirby did not bring the Cardinal's name
into it. Hopes that 'lasting fruit’' may come of the visit to
Rome. 1p

Holograph letter from Assunta Monanni, [Rome] to Kirby:
Asking help in this month of the Sacred Heart. [Italian] 2pp
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136

137

138

139

140

141

1 July 1893

3 July 1893

3 July 1893

5 July 1893

6 July 1893

7 July 1893

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Regarding the visit of Cardinal Moran, of his illness on the
voyage from Naples to London and of how he is getting
better. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and parcels of pictures.
Encloses cheque for five pounds 'the gift of a poor child to a
most loved Father in Christ'. As regards Kirby's action in
the matter of which they were speaking, he knows what is
best for writer's spiritual welfare, and he is ‘perfectly
satisfied' with whatever Kirby does. Has read Kirby' s book
‘again and again', and has bought a number of copies and
given them to other priests. Asks Kirby's prayers that he
may make a good retreat as annual diocesan retreat is about
to begin. 4pp

Holograph letter from Maurice Lenihan, Limerick to Kirby:
Personal letter giving family news. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Antonia, Sydney to Kirby:
Personal letter - also asking for picture of Sacred Heart to
go over altar in Convent of Our Lady of Good Counsel
chapel. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Candida Martini, Rome to Kirby:
Long personal letter - convent and spiritual matters. [Italian]

4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of Encyclical, which he will
forward at once to the other bishops of the Province. Gives
news of Cardinal Moran's visit and his improved health.
Gladstone has undertaken to 'make the Home Rule Bill
satisfactory in the matter of University Education'.
Regarding 'reckless statements made, by Mr. Plunket,
brother to the Protestant Archbishop.' 4pp
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142

143

144

145

146

147

9 July 1893

10 July 1893

10 July 1893

16 July 1893

17 July 1893

17 July 1893

Holograph letter from Caterina Mancini, [] to Kirby: Asks
help of Kirby, explaining that her husband is without work,
being ill and suffering from a weak heart. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Francesca R., 'S.B." to Kirby:
Personal letter - asking prayers - regarding writer's health.
[Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from +M. Comerford, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and account of presentation of
their Address to the Pope. Cardinal Moran now out of
danger, and promises to go to Carlow in August. Had writer
known of difficulty regarding degree of D.D. for the
College superiors he would never have suggested it.
Fortunately, he has not mentioned the idea to the priests
themselves. 4pp

Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford to Kirby:
Writer encloses applications for dispensations. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter and copies of
Encyclical. Eyes of country are on Parliament where the
Home Rule Bill 'is making some progress'. Writer thinks it
will pass through the Commons, 'but of course it will be
rejected by the Lords'. 12th July 'passed over without any
disturbance'. News of Cardinal Moran good. 4pp

Holograph draft letter from Archbishop Kirby, Rome
addressed to 'My Dear Lord'. Kirby tells of 'an old and
venerable oil painting representing St. Ursula animating her
companions for the conflict..." which he has discovered, and
of which he has had four copies made, one for each of the
four Ursuline convents in Ireland. 4pp
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148

149

150

151

152

153

154

20 July 1893

21 July 1893

24 July 1893

25 July 1893

28 July 1893

2 August
1893

2 August
1893

Holograph letter from +Thomas McGivern, Newry to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. He did not attend the
Maynooth meeting, rheumatism prevented him wearing a
shoe and moreover, he is neither a director nor a trustee.
When Kirby returns to Rome from Tivoli, will he present
Dromore's Peter Pence of £236.10.5, while accepting for
himself the other small sum. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the beautiful oil painting of
Our Lady. Mentions Fr. Sweeney, ‘who is a credit to the
Irish College’ and one of his best priests. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Dolphin, Loughrea
to Kirby: Writer encloses 'draft with some intentions for
Masses' and would like some Agnus Deis, which are
difficult to obtain there. 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardine to
Kirby: Writer is anxious to know how Kirby is - beg him to
pray for her to the Sacred Heart. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +T. A. O'Callaghan, Cork to Kirby:
Letter from Kirby was a great surprise - writer is very
grateful and the nuns overjoyed. Regarding these Ursuline
nuns, writer asks Kirby's advice and help giving reasons and
noting that it is not the fault of the nuns themselves.
Regarding process for B. Thaddeus McCarthy, which is
ready to be sent to Rome for approval. 4pp

Holograph letter from Father Kelly, Genoa to Kirby: Brief,
personal letter on journey so far en route to Ireland. 3pp

Holograph letter from [unsigned but possibly Sister
Candida Martini], Rome to Kirby: Long letter - personal -
convent - spiritual matters. [Italian] 8pp
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155 5 August Holograph letter from [A. Zenlini], [possibly Propaganda],
1893 Rome to Kirby: Informing Kirby that the letter for the
Bishop of Cork has been sent, and asking him to dispatch
the dispensation to the Bishop of Ferns. [Italian] 1p
156 6 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Firenze to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter on spiritual matters. 5pp
157 6 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Lee, Clifden to
1893 Major Forbes. Personal letter regarding the major's health
and the gratitude of the nuns of the Convent of Mercy for
the hundred pounds he is giving them for their belfry, for
which the Archbishop has given twenty. News of work of
convent and of the conversion of three families, some of
whose parents apostatized at the time of the great famine.
4pp
158 11 August Holograph letter from F. W. Daudier, Thure to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter chiefly to enquiry after Kirby's health. 4pp
159 11 August Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses bank orders for 40.000 francs, Peter's
Pence, being second amount sent by 'good Dublin Catholics'
in the Jubilee year. Collection of last year was held back so
that it would reach the Pope during his Jubilee year. So far
the writer understands that not a ‘word of thanks or even of
acknowledgement has ever reached' the Dublin Catholics
for their 'heroic steady contribution of £1600 a year. But
this does not deter them from doing their duty. They feel it,
however, deeply. 3pp
160 12 August  Holograph letter from [unsigned, Rome], to Kirby: Brief
1893 note on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp
161 13 August  Holograph letter from Suor. Giuseppa M. Guoli to'
1893 Virginia'. Tells of spiritual difficulties [Italian] 2pp
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162 13 August Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rome to Kirby:
1893 Regarding wish of Mrs. Visconti to stay at convent as an
operation is necessary. [letter incomplete] 4pp
163 14 August ~ Holograph letter from +Patrick Cardinal Moran, Galway to
1893 Kirby: Regarding writer's improved health. Hopes now to
be able to return to Sydney in a few weeks. Regarding
possibility of visiting Rome again en route for home, writer
feels this would be most unwise as it might well cause
another breakdown such as he had before. Could not the
few matters he wishes to take up with Propaganda be dealt
with by letter? He would like the Pope's blessing personally
for himself and work in Australia but thinks it would be
imprudent to venture again to Rome. Would Kirby ascertain
Pope's wishes in the matter? 4pp
164 15 August  Holograph letter from Padre G. Armellini, [Rome] to Kirby:
1893 Asking Kirby to address the reply to M. di S. Bernardino da
Siena direct to Maria Rinaldi. [Italian] 1p
165 16 August ~ Holograph letter from +J. Kirby O'Doherty, Derry to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses draft for £393.4.6 - £292.2.6. for Peter's
Pence, £91.2.0. for Shrines of the Holy Land, and remaining
ten pounds for Kirby Writer is sorry that the Pope did not
see fit to confer Doctorate on Fr. Charles McHugh,
President of the seminary - had he known the circumstances
perhaps he would have done so and gives details. 4pp
166 18 August ~ Holograph letter from Margherita Selcini, Rome to Kirby:
1893 Personal note. [Italian] 1p
167 19 August  Holograph letter from Sr. Loetita, Rome to Kirby: Personal
1893 letter on spiritual matters [Italian] 7pp
168 20 August  Holograph letter from +Thomas Nulty, Mullingar to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses petition for dispensation, giving some

details of necessity for it. Regarding Cardinal Moran's
improved health. Local news. 2pp
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169

170

20 August
1893

21 August
1893

Holograph letter from Father Kelly, New Ross to Kirby:
Acknowledges Kirby's letter. Has had interviews with four
bishops. Bishops unanimous that annuity of £200 was voted
‘absolutely’ to Kirby: Repayment of sums expended on
College by Kirby is difficult, since bishops were not
informed at the time, ‘and on account of the heavy charges
now settled on the College funds'. Cardinal Moran 'says
very decisively' that the writer did wrong in not giving
immediately a cheque to the Italian bishop for his seminary
even though he was short of funds, because it was Kirby's
right to do anything he wishes with his annuity, ‘and that
this annuity was a prior claim on the College'. His
Eminence is equally decided in the opinion that all money
expended by Kirby for the benefit of the College should be
regarded as a gift, and that Cardinal Cullen and himself had
given a great deal in that way." Writer explained the
purposes to which Kirby would apply the money, to which
the Cardinal replied 'that the annuity voted by the Bishops
ought to be enough, and that at all events the College could
not afford more, whilst the Bishops were not responsible. '
Writer feels that he is not the right person to deal with such
matters, which would 'be managed much more skilfully and
prudently by another'. However, as regards the annuity
nothing remains to be ascertained, and on his return to
Rome he will 'write up the amount of last year and pass a
cheque for the balance' to Kirby's account. As regards the
second question, writer has stated just what he heard, and
now awaits Kirby's advice as to further steps. 7pp

Holograph letter from William F. Dennehy, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer of 'The Irish Catholic’ thanks Kirby for his
'more than generous appreciation' of what they sought to
achieve. States fears for the future 'if the policy which
manifested itself in Mayo is allowed to succeed'. Mentions
Monsignors O'Brien and Dillon although he admires and
appreciates Mr. Healy's courage and services, he is 'no more
an advocate for autocracy on his part than on the part of
Monsignors Dillon and O'Brien’. What is needed is what the
Pope is trying to secure in France, 'namely that the will and
conscience of the Catholic people shall rule the country'. 4pp
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171 21 August Holograph letter from Maria Vittoria Burcattini, 'S.
1893 Gregorio' to Kirby: Personal letter asking help. [Italian] 1p
172 24 August  Holograph letter from Mary Cecilia, Rome to Kirby:
1893 Personal news - spiritual matters. 3pp
173 25 August  Holograph letter from +J. Lynch, Tullow to Kirby: Three
1893 years ago writer obtained permission to take from the
Presentation Convent, Carlow, a sister in whom he had
great confidence, to be Superior of the Presentation
Convent, Kilcock, which had got into a bad state. The three
years of leave from her own convent are up, and writer
would like to obtain an extension of the time as she has
done so much good. He wants her to be able to consolidate
her work. 3pp
174 26 August ~ Holograph letter from [unsigned], [] to Kirby: Personal
1893 letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
175 26 August  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
1893 Kirby: Personal note - health of writer and Sr. M.
Francesca - asks Kirby never to cease his prayers. [Italian]
Ip
176 28 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Florence to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter on spiritual matters. 4pp
177 31 August  Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Dublin to Kirby: Writer
1893 thanks Kirby for letter. Large painting of St. Joseph also

received. Encloses p.c. from Basle, so that costs may be
compared with a view to future transfer. Regarding what
will be done with the painting. 4pp
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178

179

180

181

2 September
1893

3 September
1893

4 September
1893

6 September
1893

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer has visited the North, where she saw her 'two dear
sons', to whom she told all her hopes for Sclerder and went
on to Nottingham where she visited the Superioress of The
Little Company of Mary, and laid before her the need of
Sclerder. The Superioress promised to tell the Mother
General, although fearing they had no suitable nuns to send.
Also visited some nuns at Penzance, but they wanted a
school, 'and the place and situation are unsuitable’. 7pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
If Fr. Baste submits Rules for the Confraternity, writer begs
Kirby to be sure that due prominence 'is given to devotion
to His Divine Majesty in the Blessed Sacrament'. Kirby
would be grieved to see how neglected it is. 'No ladies yet'.

1p

Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rome, to Kirby: Personal
letter - family matters - spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from Father Kelly, Carlow to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Intends to ascertain wishes of
bishops and to have resolution passed at next meeting. Has
seen further bishops. Kirby's ‘generous arrangement' re the
monies advanced to the College is very satisfactory to
everyone, and especially to the writer, who can now speak
with confidence about the College, and even put their
proposition into a printed form for circulation. He is laying
stress on the following four points - 1. Formation of class of
‘advanced and select students who would read the full
Roman course and make a public defence at the end'. 2. An
entrance examination. 3. That vacant burses go to the credit
of the College. 4. 'That to preserve health, the fast and
abstinence rules of Ireland, be substituted with permission
of the Holy See, for those of Rome. Writer asks Kirby's
prayers, as he feels it 'necessary to move and initiate things'.
Conversation with Cardinal Moran is most useful. 4pp
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182

183

184

185

186

187

188

6 September
1893

7 September
1893

7 September
1893

9 September
1893

9 September
1893

17
September
1893

17
September
1893

Holograph letter from Sister M. Agnes Lynch, Cork to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for painting of St. Ursula, which
Bishop has had handsomely framed. includes note, written
on half the sheet of paper, from an old nun in her 91st year,
as Superioress thought that Kirby might like to hear from
Mother M. Scholastica. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Di Ricci, Dunedin to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece, chiefly concerned with
approaching death of Bishop. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
Personal letter chiefly concerned with approaching death of
Bishop. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Cherubina si G. Sacramentato,
Rome to Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian]

2pp

Holograph letter from Suor Letizia, [Rome] to Kirby:
Personal letter - gratitude - convent news. [Italian] 5pp

Holograph letter from Suor Giuseppa Amia, Rome to
Kirby: Personal letter begging Kirby, when he returns to
Rome, to go and see the writer. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding as papal documents
are sometimes a long time in reaching Ireland. Would Kirby
kindly send copy of new Encyclical on the Rosary before
1st October. 3pp
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189 18 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
September  Writer is becoming anxious lest Kirby is offended, or for
1893 fear their chaplain has misrepresented anything. He has
done much harm at Plymouth. At present they have 'a dear
friend, Dean Newton of Blackburn' on a visit, and he is
trying to get Father Baste to be reasonable, but writer fears
that he is a little odd. She has had refusals from Regular
Canonesses of St. Augustine and the Daughters of Wisdom,
but the Mother General of the Little Company has written to
say that she is thinking of accepting. Tells of suggestions
she is making, which would make it easier to get ladies and
writer feels that there would be many who would become
novices. Explains hopes of what might later be done. 3pp
190 20 Holograph letter from V. Rev. J Atkinson, Longford to
September  Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for cameo from Pope and sends
1893 greetings from Bishop Woodlock, who is thinking of going
to Rome the following year. Includes envelope from
[Woodlock] to Fr Atkinson.
191 21 Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Florence to Kirby:
September  Personal letter mainly concerned with spiritual matters. 7pp
1893
192 22 Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
September  Kirby: Giving news of the death of Sister Pia, 'with perfect
1893 resignation’ at the age of 46. News of Mother Francesca.
[Italian] 1p
193 22 Holograph letter from Suor Maria Letizia, [] to Kirby:
September  Writer thanks Kirby a thousand times for his precious letter
1893 with its exhortations which she is following. Gives news of
the convent and of its Superior. [Italian] 3pp
194 23 Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome to Kirby:
September  Personal letter mainly concerned with spiritual matters.
1893 [Italian] 3pp
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195

196

197

198

23
September
1893

27
September
1893

28
September
1893

30
September
1893

Holograph letter from +Patrick Cardinal Moran, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter. Is staying with
Cardinal Logue. This year is the fourteenth centenary of St.
Patrick’s death, but strangely enough, no festival has been
kept in Ireland - indeed, the only one who marked this 14th
centenary was the Pope, by making the Primate a Cardinal.
Great improvement in All Hallows College. Expects to
leave Ireland about the middle of October and to sail from
London for Sydney on 20th October. Will ask Fr. Kelly to
send to Naples to meet the steamers any packages he or his
companion may have left in Rome. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Cardinal Moran looks extremely well, but doctors
have advised 'extreme care and abstention from all physical
or mental fatigue'. It is 'a delightful thing' to know that the
Pope sympathizes with the Irish in their struggle for their
national rights. Writer always thought that the Pope was the
only one in Rome who understood the question.
Discouraging to find English Catholics are hostile - no
doubt they think they are acting in the interests of religion,
but how can they 'get over the fact that the Orangemen and
they are in the same boat and pulling together for a common
object’. Home Rule Bill is shelved for the moment - one
lamentable consequence from attitude of English Catholics.
The good of Church in British Empire requires unity among
all Catholics, and these differences on political questions
might not prevent this, but 'the hostile and contemptuous
attitude taken against Ireland by leading English Catholics
renders such a union impossible'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor Letizia, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter mainly concerned with spiritual matters.
[Italian] 8pp

Holograph letter from Giovanni Berjelli, Collegio Pio
Latino Americano Roma, Tivoli to Kirby: The Rector
invites Kirby to say the Community Mass at 6.15 on
Monday, 2nd October, and later to stay for dinner. [Italian]

2pp
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199 1 October Holograph letter from 'M.M. Be', [] to Kirby: Personal
1893 letter. [Italian] 4pp
200 2 October Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1893 Writer asks advice regarding the saying of the rosary when
'the chaplain, does not care to give daily Benediction...".
Various complaints concerning Fr. Baste who, writer fears,
'takes to Plymouth what things he imagines, and certainly
misrepresents' Sclerder. Thinks also that he is poisoning the
authorities against the Sisters. 3pp
201 5 October Holograph letter from Sister M. Gabriel, Dunedin to Kirby:
1893 Regarding miraculous cure of bishop through prayer and
novenas. Introducing Sir Patrick Buckley. Asking Kirby to
wear enclosed scapular of the Sacred Heart 'as a
preservation against that dreadful bronchitis'. This day is the
23rd anniversary of the coming to New Zealand from
Ireland with their bishop. 4pp
202 5 October Holograph letter from Sister M. Di Ricci, Dunedin to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter from a niece - recovery of bishop - message
from him regarding Sir Patrick Buckley - convent news. 4pp
203 6 October Holograph letter from V. Rev. A. Bourke, V.G., Perth,
1893 Western Australia to Kirby: Writer asks help in tracing a
nun, Sister Mary of St. Katherine who lives, or has lived in
Rome. Gives what details he has as her brother, a
Protestant, Charles Greenwood, has lost sight of her for
years. Prior to her entering, she was Mrs. Isabel Smith. 1p
204 6 October Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa Grilli, [] to Kirby:
1893 Acknowledges Kirby's letter with gratitude. Will wait for

Tuesday, as he asks. Gives news of 'poor Sister M.
Francesca' whose sufferings are great and increasing day by
day. [Italian] 1p
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205

206

207

208

7 October
1893

10 October
1893

11 October
1893

11 October
1893

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clare Elliott, Blackrock, Co.
Dublin to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his book. Asks
him to obtain 'all the indulgences, privileges enjoyed by the
Mother House of Sion Hill' for the new undertaking of the
Dominican Sisters namely St. Mary's University College
and High School, Dublin. Encloses press cutting concerning
it. Convent news. 5pp

Holograph letter from Fr. Kelly, Enniscorthy to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his letter. At meeting of bishops
their proposition were 'most favourably entertained and
settled. The examination was held as appointed and resulted
in passing eight students as eligible according to the mind
of the Holy See. Two were refused.' Departs from Ireland
16th October, probably with Mr. Donnelly. This time,
returning to Rome, writer feels that God wills him to settle
down at the post assigned him. He hopes for grace to fulfil
his duties. It is 'a great light' on his path to know Kirby's
mind about him and that in the circumstances he should not
fear his future. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
Kirby: The same day that the writer received Kirby's letter,
she received the blessing from the Holy Father, which gave
Sister M. Francesca great pleasure. She is now dead, having
died the death of an angel. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Letter begins 'Things righted themselves!'. Fr. Baste sent to
Plymouth and returned saying that 'the authorities said leave
had been always given'. So they now have daily
Benediction except on Saturdays. Anxious about the nuns -
gives some reasons. Fr. Baste 'is evidently against them and
has done what he can with authorities to prevent their
coming, but he appears 'to be much in their favour!".
Association spreads. 4pp
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209

210

211

212

11 October
1893

20 October
1893

23 October
1893

23 October
1893

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Thanks for letter. Cardinal Moran leaving soon. Was not
able to read Encyclical in Ireland on Rosary Sunday, and
there was a good deal of grumbling about this, as an
'English newspaper had published the full translation ten
days before Rosary Sunday!". Irish bishops strongly
opposed to taking either text or translation from English
sources, so the 'general body found itself in a very awkward
plight'. Information regarding Pope's opinion as to action of
Duke of Norfolk and Tory peers of England would be
satisfactory 'if anyone could feel that their outrageous
proceedings would be in some public way repudiated on the
part of the Holy See'. People resent system of speaking out
when there is something to be said against them, and
keeping silence when 'there is the strongest ground for a
word in their favour'. Duke of Norfolk feels assured that he
has the ear of the Pope and of the Secretary of State on Irish
affairs. 'On this last occasion he did exactly what the French
"loyalists" have so properly been censured for doing -
identifying his politics with the cause of Catholicity.'
Private expressions of opinion ‘count for very little' if there
is no public protest. 4pp

Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London to Kirby:
Personal letter telling of visit writer paid to Cardinal Moran
in London, when latter was en route for Sydney. Cardinal
Vaughan had paid his return visit just before. Cardinal
Moran is aged and looks twenty years older than he did five
years ago. 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Fannie', Caldwell, N.J. to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 3pp

Holograph letter from +John MacCarthy, Queenstown to
Kirby: Canon Dennehy asks writer to send petition for
dispensation which is urgent. Diocesan and personal news.

2pp
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213

214

215

216

217

26 October
1893

26 October
1893

27 October

1893

30 October
1893

'‘October
1893

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Nothing more from nuns and nothing from bishop so she is
being kept in 'a painful suspense'. Moreover, they feel sure
that Fr. Baste's 'eccentricities are rather serious' - gives
reasons. He is 'intriguing and plotting' and they fancy
because he would like to start a boys' branch of the Rescue
Society at Sclerder, although he has no means and the
Diocese cannot even support its present orphanage properly.
Gives details of Fr. Baste's behaviour. Dean Newton of
Blackburn, when staying at Sclerder, was 'really upset at
what he saw'. The teacher is leaving as they ‘could not have
her in the house as she was a very loud talkative and
probing person' but they have another coming. Fr. Baste has
‘privately’ altered Rules of the Association, and applied to
have it a Confraternity. She asks advice of Kirby 7pp

Holograph letter from Louise B. Kirby, Bay Ridge to Kirby:
Personal letter, explaining long delay in acknowledging
letter and gifts. 5pp

Holograph letter from +Thomas Nulty, Mullingar to Kirby:
Regarding faculties - writer finds he has not the power to
dispense in certain cases, and as an occasion has now arisen,
asks Kirby to explain 'whole case' to the Secretary of
Propaganda. Irish news. Rain needed, which writer says is
strange in Ireland, as there is a water famine. 4pp

Holograph letter from Margaret Cullen, Liverpool to Kirby:
Personal letter thanking Kirby for photograph, giving local
news, regarding opening of church 'Our Lady of the
Rosary', near Furness Abbey, where Mass has not been said
since the Reformation. Encloses five pounds for Kirby 4pp

Holograph note from [], Convent of Holy Faith, Dublin to
Kirby: Note reads as follows - "With a thousand respectful
and grateful regards from Rev. J. Gowan, Sr. M. Agnes
Vickers and the Community of the Sisters of the Holy Faith
Glasnevin. 1p

2684



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1893 /
218 1 November Holograph letter from '+E.T.' [O'Dwyer], Limerick to
1893 Kirby: Lord Emly wishes renewal of two privileges, one for
Midnight Mass and Holy Communion, the other for
reservation of the Blessed Sacrament in his oratory. Writer
asks also for renewal of privilege for Faithful Companions.
As Lord Emly is very old and in poor health it might be
wiser to have the renewal in the name of his son, Hon.
Gaston Monsell. 3pp
219 1 November Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses copy of printed rules for Association, and
would like Pope's blessing. Writer thinks Sclerder will
become a place where women, unable to join an Order but
wishing to 'live a regular life' will come. She thinks it will
end as a Congregation. Bishop has 'not yet deigned' to
answer about the nuns. 3pp
220 4 November Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses petition for forwarding. 1p
221 4 November Holograph letter from Lydia von Hoffman, 'Villa Paulina’ to
1893 Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for his kindness
when she and her husband were in Rome, and for the gift to
their 'dear Philip' of the statue of Our Lady. 4pp
222 5 November Holograph letter from '+E.T.' [O'Dwyer], Limerick to
1893 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for rescript for Faithful

Companions and for the Encyclical, which is ‘'most
opportune’. German Rationalism is spreading to Ireland, and
‘it is assuredly under the influence of the Divine Spirit that
the Supreme Pontiff has given us warning and taught us
how to prepare against it'. Praises also the ‘form and style'
of the Encyclical. 3pp
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223

224

225

226

227

228

5 November
1893

6 November
1893

7 November
1893

9 November
1893

11 November
1893

11 November
1893

Holograph letter from [Isabel Lerrani], Clevedon to Kirby:
Father Wendelin of the Molokai Leper Settlement, who is
the successor to Father Damien, asks writer to thank Kirby
for obtaining for him and his flock the Pope’s blessing.
Gives news of work being done, and by whom. Writer's,
Protestant, brother has been seriously ill. Asks news of
mutual friend. 3pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [] to Kirby: Writer
encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from Margaret Cullen, Liverpool to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for book of which she has ordered
more copies from the publishers for distribution. During Dr.
Verdon's connection with the Irish College she sent money
for the foundation of a scholarship, but does not know if it
was sufficient, and did not think to ask him. Next year she
may have some spare money and would like to know how
much is necessary to secure a perpetual weekly Mass in the
College Church. 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, [] to Kirby: Writer
encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer has 'no vestige of idea' that their little Association
will become 'more than a gathering of pious ladies, who
wish to live together and work for one common end'. God
may make something more of it, but she herself has 'neither
hope nor idea defined beyond that'. Regarding
disappointment over nuns. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Francesca di S. Chiara, [Rome] to
Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for gift of 20 lira.
[Italian] 1p
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229

230

231

232

233

13 November
1893

13 November
1893

15 November
1893

15 November
1893

20 November
1893

Holograph letter from Prior Delany, Cappoquin to Kirby:
Regarding beards for Cistercians - explains what has
happened, and asks Kirby to obtain permission for all Irish
Cistercians to wear the beard. At Mount Melleray it has
been found beneficial to health and a great saving of time.

3pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer has several points he would like raised with
Propaganda. Dispensation to an old priest with poor sight to
say votive Mass 'instead of the ordinary Mass, gives
reasons. Dispensation for a widow with a child to re-marry -
she once took a vow to enter religion. Regarding students
leaving Irish College and going to missions in England,
Scotland. Concerning priests of Waterford saying Mass and
Offices proper to Lismore and vice versa. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary B. Russell, San Francisco to
Kirby: Having heard of Kirby's kindness to her Order of
Mercy, the writer hopes that he will be so good as to obtain
permission for the Mass of the Holy Ghost to be said on
December 12th, which coincides with the Foundation of the
Order, in all the Houses of the Order, inserting, as a Collect,
the prayer which she encloses, and substituting for the usual
Gospel at the end, the Gospel of St. Matthew, which she
also enclose. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Eugenia Casetti, Prov. di
Avellina to Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters.
[Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from A. M. Bennett, Aigle to Kirby:
Writer sends by same post her translation of La Forza. Had
some difficulty over title and explains why. 2pp
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234

235

236

237

238

239

22 November
1893

29 November
1893

30 November
[1893]

30 November
1893

4 December
1893

5 December
1893

Holograph letter from '+E.T.' [O'Dwyer], Corbally to Kirby:
Lord Emly asks the writer to thank Kirby for obtaining so
promptly the renewal of his privileges [KIR/1893/218]. He
is old and in failing health, and his only consolation is in
religion. Bishop has 'seldom met with so much faith and
piety as make the staple of his ordinary life'. Regarding
national college doing so well, and will 'do even better
when the cream of our students are chosen, as they ought to
be, to study at the living source of Catholic truth'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Terence Reilly, Ballyjamesduff to
Kirby: Having seen the report of the death of the Rev. B.
Smyth in "The Irish Catholic', writer, who was 2nd cousin of
the deceased, wants Kirby to let him know what has
happened to Fr. Smyth's library, 'what he was worth when
dying', and relies on him to obtain for writer ‘whatever sum
may fall to his lot as accruing from his effects'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Brennan, '12 Eccles St.',
[Dublin] to Kirby: Personal letter from a niece at school. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby:
Regarding 100 Masses asked for by Kirby [Italian] 1p

Telegram from John Scotto, [] to Kirby: Telegram reads.
'‘Bishop Power died today after two days illness bronchitis
acquaint Archdeacon Forristal John Scotto.' 2pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for copy of Encyclical but ' has
had no chance to do more than glance at it' It had to be sent
away to be translated and printed but he thinks "it is the
greatest Encyclical the Holy Father ever wrote'. Thinks he
should write to Pope at Christmas, but does not know
whether it should go direct or through Kirby. Gives details
of his visit to Glasgow. Fr. Fox ill with pleurisy. 4pp
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240

241

242

243

244

245

6 December
1893

7 December
1893

7 December
1893

8 December
1893

9 December
1893

11 December
1893

Holograph letter from Sister M. Xavier Condon, Tallow to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for sending Carmelite Roman
Directories, and would like them for coming year. News of
schools and convent. 4pp

Holograph letter from +T. A. O'Callaghan, Cork to Kirby:
Christmas greetings. Regarding Irish affairs, and coming
compulsory school attendance. Christian Brothers. 4pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for copy of Encyclical, also for the
indults. Death of Abbot of Mt. Melleray 'will be much felt.
He was a saintly man.' Fr. Foran, P.P. of Ballylooby, has
died and left £25 to the Holy Father for one Mass'. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Recalls to mind what happened 57 years back on 8th
December in Rome. Thanks Kirby for letter and faculties.
Regarding Jubilee year, ending 31st December or following
19th February, wishes permission to visit Rome, as he
thinks it 'most becoming to pay homage to Pope in person
during his jubilee year, 'especially as he condescended to
consecrate me Bishop of Ardagh with his own sacred
hands'. Has not yet received Encyclical. Diocesan news and
greetings. 4pp

Telegram from 'Murphy', Queenstown to Kirby: Telegram
reads - 'Bishop of Cloyne dying please send papal blessing
= Murphy Administrator.' 2pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensation. Kirby has no
doubt heard of the death of the Bishop of Cloyne, 'An
estimable man and an excellent Prelate.’ 2pp
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246 12 December Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1893 Writer encloses two drafts, one for Peter's Pence, one for
Kirby. Thanks him for copy of the 'magnificent Encyclical'.
Would like to know if Mr. Fullerton is at present in Rome.
Writer is just getting over an attack of influenza. 4pp
247 13 December Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa dell'lmmacolata,
1893 [Rome] to Kirby: Personal letter - gratitude - spiritual
matters. [Italian] 4pp
248 14 December Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter of seasonal greetings. 5pp
249 14 December Holograph letter from V. Rev. J. Prendergast, P.P. Tallow
1893 to Kirby: Replying to Kirby's letter, the title of the church is
the Immaculate Conception, and writer wishes the new
Altar dedicated to St. Joseph. 2pp
250 15 December Holograph letter from Frances Brennan, [Dublin] to Kirby:
1893 Personal letter from a niece. 3pp
251 16 December Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1893 Writer has received photograph of the Cardinal's
monument, seen also by a Mr. Maher of Moyvaughley, a
cousin of the Cardinal. Encyclical to hand, splendid.
Cardinal Moran reached Sydney about a fortnight
previously - grand welcome had been prepared for him.
Knew Kirby ‘would be amused by the Whately business'.
4pp
252 16 December Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:

1893

Writer asks Kirby regarding special Mass for Our Lady of
Light. To whom should application be made for its
approval? They are 'keeping very quiet' but fear that
warning given by a priest who visited them is true, namely
that their chaplain is their 'greatest enemy', and wants to get
rid of them in order to 'fill the place with orphan boys'. 4pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
253

254

255

256

257

258

16 December
1893

18 December

1893

18 December
1893

18 December
1893

18 December
1893

19 December
1893

Holograph letter from Eliza O'Toole, Dublin to Kirby:
Sends Christmas card, and asks Kirby to assist her with a
little charity in honour of the birth of the blessed Redeemer.

2pp

Holograph letter from Louise B. Kirby, Bay Ridge to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 7pp

Holograph letter from Mon. Mattei, [] to Kirby: Personal
letter - not having heard from Kirby for some months,
writer hopes he is well. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +T. W. Croke, Thurles to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter, photograph of memorial to
Cardinal Cullen and book. Late Bishop of Cloyne, who was
one of his 'oldest and staunchest friends' praises him. Abbot
of Mt. Mellary 'was a saintly man... It will not be easy to
replace him'. Freeman's Journal announces the grave illness
of Bishop Donnelly of Clogher. "There is not a better bishop
in Ireland..". Diocesan news. Enclosed 'trifle’ may be useful.
Query regarding faculties. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, Denver to Kirby:
Personal letter. Law suit is ending, after which writer hopes
to return to Rome to try and resume his 'quiet life in that
holy city.' 3pp

Holograph letter from Chiara Metilde Rossi, Assisi to
Kirby: Personal letter of seasonal greetings. [Italian] 4pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
259

260

261

262

20 December
1893

25 December
1893

26 December
1893

27 December
1893

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Glad he was able to
secure prelatura for Fr. Kelly - not only does he deserve it,
but it was awkward to have the Irish College the only one
in Rome that has not a prelate at its head'. Thanks for book.
Bishop Donnelly of Clogher is very ill, although he seems
to have rallied a good deal. Writer hopes Fr. Fox will pull
through but there is much sickness about. News of late
Primate's statue, which has just been erected - 8 feet high, it
stands on an elaborate pedestal 9 feet high, making in all 17
feet. 4pp

Holograph letter from C. P. Meehan, [] to Kirby: Books
sent on 28th November - letter on 27th November. Thanks
Kirby for prompt reply. 2pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Seasonal greetings. Thanks Kirby for letter saying
Jubilee year will continue until 19th February, and inviting
him to stay at the College, which he hopes to be able to do.
Asks Kirby to obtain Cardinal Prefect's permission before
leaving diocese. Sends blessing to his student, Mr.
Newman. Asks if there will be any special celebration on
19th February, or will he be able to return to his Diocese
after paying his respects to the Pope. 3pp

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Delighted to learn that Fr.
Kelly is now a prelate. Acknowledges Encyclical. From
press it is obvious that 'the political condition of unhappy
Italy is desperate, unsound even to rottenness'. Encloses
'small New Year's' gift. 2pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
263

264

265

266

267

29 December
1893

29 December
1893

29 December
1893

29 December
1893

30 December
1893

Holograph letter from Rev. Charles Lawless, Dublin to
Kirby: Personal letter. Writer hopes to say Mass for Kirby
on latter's birthday which is 1st January. Gives news of
priests Mgr. FitzPatrick, now P.P. of Rathgar, Dr. Donnelly,
Bishop of Canea, transferred to parish of Bray, Fr. James
Dunne now Vice President of Clonliffe. Everyone glad to
hear of successes of Irish students. Recalls homilies given
by Kirby on Sundays. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Greenan, Ballynahinch
to Kirby: Birthday greetings. Parochial news. 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
Birthday greetings and encloses 'trifle’ for Kirby. Writer just
recovering from attack of influenza and three weeks in bed.
Could not attend obsequies of Bishop of Cloyne and will
not be able to go to those of Bishop of Clogher. Local news.

2pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Delighted at Fr. Kelly's promotion. Deeply grieved
to have to announce death of 'the good and holy Bishop of
Clogher', gives details - death was not unexpected to the
Bishop, who was prepared for it. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. Harry Cassell, Denver to Kirby:
Seasonal greetings. Still tied down. Third law suit ended
with verdict against writer for $28.200 but application has
been made for a new trial, although writer intends to oppose
this suggestion, as he would prefer to pay the amount and
return to Rome. Greetings - also to Fr. Kelly - glad to see
how well Irish students did 'this year at Propaganda.' 2pp
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KIR/ 1893 /
268

269

KIR/1894/
1

[circa 1893
or 1894]

1893

3 January
1894

4 January
1894

Holograph letter from +T. A. O'Callaghan, Cork to Kirby:
Writer has sent Fr. Kelly £900 for burse at Irish College for
Diocese of Cork. Money comes from Fr. Cotter, who
intends to add another £100 within a short time. Writer
praises this priest highly, he is an ex-Irish College man.
State of country 'on the whole better than other years, the
crops are promising and the debate on the Home Rule in
Parliament' has relieved Ireland from 'the strain of agitation’
Lord Lieutenant visited Ireland 'last week' - warmly
received but 'strange to say he was boycotted by the would
be Loyalists.' Only vessel in harbour to give him the usual
salute was an American one, whose admiral gave him 'the
customary honours'. "You can understand how deep rooted
is the feeling in England against us'. Sends greetings. 2pp

Envelope marked 'Cardinal Logue' in Dr. Kirby's writing:
Containing newspaper cuttings of articles all dealing with
Cardinal Logue. Clippings from the following newspapers -
‘The Dundalk Democrat and People's Journal’, "The Catholic
Herald, New York' and 'The Freeman's Journal'. Articles
date from March, April and November 1893. 7 items

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Mentions deaths of
Bishop Donnelly of Clogher, Abbot of Mt. Melleray, the
Bishop of Cloyne and of writer's sister, Joanna, widow of
the late Sir Dominic Corrigan. Bishop of Elphin is
dangerously ill. In some places influenza is very prevalent -
Maynooth has been disbanded until the end of January on
this account. Hopes to be in Rome by 19 February,
otherwise he will not be there until the end of March. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Henry E. Dennehy, V.C.,
Kanturk to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for trouble taken
over faculties, now received. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
3 4 January Holograph letter from A. FitzPatrick, New York to Kirby:
1894 Regarding writer's service in Irish Brigade in Captain
Kirwan's Company. Asking Kirby to obtain medals to
which he is entitled. 4pp
4 5 January Holograph draft letter from Kirby, Rome to Gladstone.
1894 Recalls gratitude due to Gladstone for suppression of
Anglican Church as State Church in Ireland -gratitude also
due to him for obtaining consent of Parliament to restitution
of Irish Parliament. Sends copy of his book of Meditations
as 'a small token' of his appreciation. 2pp
5 7 January Holograph letter from Sister Mary Antonia, Sydney to
1894 Kirby: Convent of Our Lady of Good Counsel thanks Kirby
for sending 'the lovely painting of the Sacred Heart'. Writer
recall her own troubles when a novice and how Kirby
helped her. Personal. 3pp
6 9 January Holograph letter from +F. J. MacCormack, Galway to
1894 Kirby: Introducing The Rev. M.T. Bourke, 'an Irish Priest
on the Mission in England’, gives a few details. 3pp
7 12 January  Holograph letter from Rev. Peter Bermingham,
1894 Carrickmacross to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for faculties -

recalls his first Mass. Bishop's death was a great shock. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

8

10

11

13 January
1894

14 January
1894

15 January
1894

15 January
1894

Draft copy of letter from Kirby, Rome [neither of them
being in Kirby handwriting]. Letter begins 'Dear Sir'
regarding 'Miss H.' (Sister M. A. Hayden), who had been in
some trouble with her Bishop as well as with the other
Sisters of her Order in the Presentation Convent, Kilkenny.
Includes a cutting from The Citizen, being a lengthy letter
from M. A. Hayden, thanking the Editor for standing by
her, and giving further details of her case. In the identical
draft letters Kirby regrets that he cannot interfere in her
case, and suggests that she prays, and then humbly ask
pardon ' of the Bishop of the diocese for whatever he may
deem reprehensible in her past conduct, and implore his
advice and aid as to what she should do in order to be
relieved from her present most painful condition. [There is
nothing to indicate whether any letter was in fact sent by

Kirby] 7pp

Holograph letter from 1.D.G. Fortune, London to Kirby:
Personal letter of birthday greetings. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer has now three young women as ' working members ',
and three or perhaps more coming. She tells of sermon on
Sunday, when Fr. Baste tried to prove ' that Our Blessed
Lord does not care for adoration, but only and solely wishes
to be received in Holy Communion! * More details of
worries and anxieties. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary of the Nativity, 'Nazareth
House' [probably Hammersmith, London] to Kirby:
Congratulations on Kirby reaching his 90th year - mentions
illness among the Sisters. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

12

13

14

15

16

20 January
1894

23 January
1894

25 January
1894

26 January
1894

26 January
1894

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:
Writer encloses application or dispensation. Recalls that at
the end of November he wrote to Kirby regarding stone
Cross erected by Lord Ralph Kerr as a memorial to his
sister. "The Cross 'is a most beautiful work of art and cost
over £600... ' Bishop blessed it on 1 November, and would
now like to obtain an indulgence of 40 days for the holy
souls for all who, visiting the cemetery, pray for this
intention in front of the Cross. Is afraid his former letter did
not reach Kirby. Much influenza in Ireland, he himself
having been a victim. 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses petition for forwarding. Hopes Kirby's good
health continues. 2pp

Holograph letter from +H.A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter regarding Miss Haydon's
case. Explains that he has communicated with Propaganda,
as also has the Bishop of Ossory. Miss Haydon promised to
send a petition for the dispensation, but did not do so - ' Nor
will she do so now unless under conditions which will
render it difficult and perhaps impossible to obtain it. 3pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Enclosing petition for forwarding. 1p

Holograph letter from +A. Brownrigg, Kilkenny to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his letter regarding ' the case of
Mrs. Hayden, ex-nun ' of the Presentation convent, and also
for Kirby's suggestions for a settlement of the case. Writer
has been in communication with the Holy See about the
matter since 1892. They know all the details of the case.
Asks Kirby ' not to place too implicit a reliance ' on all he
hears ' from those parties '. He is doing and will do all that
charity and prudence ' suggest. 3pp

2697



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1894 /
17 28 January  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1894 Writer is in great trouble, having discovered that the
chaplain, although outwardly polite to her, is using his
power to break up their plan or Sclerder. he wants the place
for himself, 'but would be sure to give it up after a few
weeks as he has every other charge ..." is trying to poison
minds of workers by a 'dark attack' on moral character of
writer. Speaks of her sons. Sometimes feels that Kirby '
feels less kindly than before ' - if this is so, will be give the
reason, so that she may try to regain his confidence. 4pp
18 1 February  Holograph letter from +T. J. McCormack, Galway to Kirby:
1894 Printed letter giving his approval to the enlarging of
Rosmuck church and the erecting of a new chapel at Camus,
and in view of the poverty of the people he gives permission
for Father Cassidy to appeal to the public. 1p
19 3 February  Holograph letter from Sr. Mary J. Bernard Hackett,
1894 Waterford to Kirby: Personal letter giving convent news,
and enclosing a small leaflet regarding the 'Association of
Constant Homage to St. Joseph'. 11p
20 4 February  Holograph letter from M. Clotilde Sentinelli, Rome to
1894 Kirby: Personal note. [Italian] 1p
21 4 February  Holograph letter from M.C. Di Ricci, Lawrence to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter from a niece. 3pp
22 6 February  Holograph letter from Sister Mary Augustine, Dublin to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter, giving news of new college for girls
opened the previous September. 4pp
23 7 February  Holograph letter from +J. K. O'Doherty, Derry to Kirby:
1894 Writer encloses list of families in the diocese enrolled in the

Association of the Holy Family, which he wants sent to the
Vicar of Rome. Regarding death of Dr. Donnelly, who 'did
glorious work for religion and education in his diocese'. 2pp
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24 10 February Holograph letter from +Frederico, Cervia to Kirby:
1894 Acknowledging with gratitude offering for 200 Masses.
[Italian] 2pp
25 11 February Holograph letter from Rev. J.F. Hogan, Maynooth to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter of thanks to Kirby for his kindness when
writer was in Rome. 4pp
26 11 February Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1894 Introducing Sir Richard and Lady Martin, on their way to
Rome, explaining who they are she being niece of Bishop
Woodlock of Ardagh. 3pp
27 14 February Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
1894 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain faculties for himself and
15 of his priests to bless beads. 3pp
28 16 February Holograph letter from +N. Gibney, Perth, W. Australia to
1894 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain a dispensation for the
nuns of the Presentation Order so that they may leave the
convent grounds for exercise - the doctor says it is essential
for their health. One sister has had to return home, while
another is living with her brother, and writer fears she may
lose her mind. 3pp
29 18 February Holograph letter from D. Danaher, Armidale to Kirby:
1894 Lengthy, personal letter from an ex-student. Giving an
account of life in Australia, both spiritual and material. 16pp
30 23 February Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
1894 Introducing an old friend, Mr Morris who, with his wife and
daughter, plans to visit Rome. 2pp
31 23 February Holograph letter from Sister M. [John] Evangelist,

1894

Killarney to Kirby: Writer asks blessing and cameo from
Pope for their bazaar for Convent of Mercy. Giving details
of necessity for holding the bazaar. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
32

33

34

35

36

37

38

24 February
1894

25 February
1894

28 February
1894

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
News of Sclerder. Writer ‘engaged three working members
and all three prove to be failures!" Soon, however, someone
is coming from Denmark, who 'seems the right sort ' 3pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Introducing daughter of Sir James Matthew, shortly visiting
Rome, and giving some details of her father. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter and sends list of
priests to whom he would wish to sub-delegate the faculties
which he has received for himself. Sorry to learn of Kirby's
bad cold. 2pp

1 March 1894 Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:

Writer encloses petition for forwarding. 1p

3 March 1894 Holograph letter from Sister Mary de Sales Fallon,

Newtownforbes to Kirby: Writer acknowledges telegram
and wishes she could hear something about her 'poor sister'
from Kirby. Encloses letter for Mrs. Taylor, asking him to
forward it as she does not know the address, and hopes to
get from her details of her sister's last moments. 1p

4 March 1894 Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:

Introducing Fr. Thomas Bourke, native of the Archdiocese,
recently doing excellent work at Wigton, in England, now
visiting Rome. 1p

4 March 1894 Holograph letter from 'Fannie’, Caldwell, N.J. to Kirby:

Personal letter from a niece. 5pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
39

40

5 March 1894 Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:

Writer apologizes for not replying before to Kirby's letter,
but he has been searching among old letters for those from a
priest, now dead, whose relatives are suing his successor
and two curates. They maintain that the curates did not
account honestly to the deceased for the parochial funds,
and the writer and his Vicar General are called as witnesses,
the former being ordered to produce all the letters received
from the dead priest. As the case is to be tried by an Orange
jury 'it is hard to say how it will end '. At the moment all
interest of the Irish public is centred on Gladstone's
resignation which writer fears will be a bad thing for
Ireland. Gives details. Is writing to Mgr. Kelly to know if
Irish dioceses can be represented at Pius 1X's tomb, as
several of the bishops are anxious to have the arms of their
dioceses placed there. In strict confidence writer tells Kirby
that ' there is every sign of an active agitation among the
schoolmasters to get rid of clerical managers.." If the
Christian Brothers, ‘who are likely to be taken into
connection with the National Board, refuse to submit to the
management of the bishops and priests, it would furnish lay
teachers with an almost unanswerable argument in favour of
their agitation...." Writer (request by the bishops) wrote to
Propaganda, whose reply was to issue a ' Decree in general
terms to the effect’. That it is not expedient that the Irish
Bishops should be the Patrons or the priests managers of all
schools to be connected with 'the National Board'. They are
trying to keep this decree secret but it will have to come out
sooner or later, and will be a dangerous weapon in the
hands of the secularists. Gives details. Regarding
Parnellites, who even now are trying to stir up the teachers
against the clergy. 8pp

5 March 1894 Holograph letter from [Rev. J. Wigmore], Mallow to Kirby:

Regarding complaints of various bishops concerning
English translations of papal Encyclicals, writer asks Kirby
for advice in issuing his own version of the Encyclicals (of
which he has been making a study for some years ). Would
the Pope object? Would it be necessary to gain his consent?
Gives some details of his family, and references as to the
merit of his work. Letter marked Private. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

41 6 March 1894 Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy, Kanturk to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby's advice regarding sub-delegation of
faculties for blessing beads, giving details and reasons why
he is asking for help - mentions difficulty regarding
revenues of diocese and new Bishop. Ten years ago priests
of Cloyne 'agreed to double the Cathedraticum for Dr.
MacCarthy 'during his lifetime'. Now, writer believes 'they
are not disposed to give more than the old amount. This
would diminish the Bishop's income by nearly two hundred
pounds a year.' Having carefully read the resolution taken
by the priests, writer has to admit that it did not bind the
priests to continue it to Dr MacCarthy's successor. 8pp

42 6 March 1894 Holograph letter from Suor M. Pacifica Berettini,
Grottaferrata to Kirby: Kirby's great charity and goodness to
the writer's Institute suggests to her that she might approach
him for help - gives details. [Italian] 2pp

43 7 March 1894 Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
Introducing 'a very kind and liberal Protestant gentleman'
called John Marshall Day, visiting Rome. 1p

44 9 March 1894 Holograph letter from Rev. W.B. McFeely, Buncrana to
Kirby: Encloses Mass intentions [£1.13.6]. Also asks Kirby
to order 'Analecta Ecclta’ for current year, enclosing 25
francs for the purpose, if more, publishers will let him
know. Irish news. 4pp

45 12 March Holograph letter from Ma. Margh. T., Mantellate to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp

46 12 March Holograph letter from Alda Gertrude Weston, Oxford to
1894 [Your Eminence] to Kirby: Personal letter regarding family
trouble. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

47

48

49

50

15 March
1894

18 March
[certainly
1894]

20 March
1894

20 March
1894

Holograph letter from Maire Padraig, Stradbally to Kirby:
Writer, from a Convent of Our Lady of Mercy, thanks
Kirby for letter and enclosure 'so needed by us at present.'

4pp

Holograph letter from +T. W. Croke, Thurles to Kirby:
Owing to a misunderstanding, writer did not send the usual
consignment of shamrock. All looking forward to Cloyne
appointment - the three candidates ' are very excellent men'.
Canon Keller, it is rumoured, may have lost his chance by
his connection with the ' plan of campaign ' - Mgr. Browne
is fit for anything. He is acknowledged to be the best
president that Maynooth has ever had.' Might be difficult to
replace him. Fr. FitzGerald ' has governed the See of Ross
for 16 years with great success and is a most worthy man.
Politics in Ireland are ' at a discount ' - writer feels sure
Home Rule will come, although not in his time. Religion in
the diocese is flourishing, the previous day he gave Holy
Communion in the cathedral to 1400 men. Writer mentions
E. Taylor, ordained subdeacon 15 years before, and never
advanced to higher Orders owing to his ignorance and
stupidity. He has now put his case before Propaganda, who
have asked writer for information, which he sent at once.
Perhaps Kirby could find out

what is being done? 4pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and enclosures. Encyclical on
the Sacred Scriptures is ' a stimulus to priests and people .
Local news, mentions ' dreadful character named Coyne ',
administrator of Killanin, diocese of Galway. 1p

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Regarding Kirby's recent illness. Writer is 'on the eve of the
completion of a work ' that gave great anxiety, as twelve
thousand pounds had to be collected. Hopes Kirby will
accept ' the very small remembrance ' which is enclosed. 2pp
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51 24 March Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:

1894 Writer thanks Kirby for letters and pictures of St. Patrick.
Regarding case mentioned in previous letter [see
KIR/1894/321], curates got the verdict. ' In fact there was
no case against them. ' Gives details. Judge and lawyers all
treated himself and the priests ' with the greatest respect ".
4pp

52 27 March Holograph letter from +Mon. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby:

1894 Personal letter, writer gives details of his activities during
the Easter celebrations and how, in spite of it all his health
is good. [Italian] 2pp

53 27 March Holograph letter from +Celestino, Vescovo, Tivoli to
1894 Kirby: Personal note thanking Kirby for all his good wishes.
[Italian] 1p
54 28 March Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter, thanks, spiritual matters. [Italian] 1p
55 29 March Holograph letter from C. O'Meara ' Irlandese’, Albano to

1894 Kirby: Personal note, writer cannot let these holy days pass

without sending greetings to Kirby [Italian] 4pp
56 ‘Laetare Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Patrick Ita [Helena Keane],

Sunday' Stradbally to Kirby: Letter of thanks for 'kind gift' which

[1894] was 'nearly the amount required for the purchase of a
loom.." Gives news of some of the work done by the girls
whom they train in weaving. 4pp

57 ‘Sabato Holograph letter from Thomas Hayden, Manly to Kirby:

Santo’ Personal letter hoping Kirby is not annoyed because writer

[probably has not got in touch with him for four years. If he has not

1894] written it is not from any lack of affection or respect, letter

continues with Australian Church news. Asks Kirby to pray
to St Agatha for all of them in Australia and sends Kirby all
good wishes for a Happy Easter. [Italian] 4pp
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58 'Easter Holograph letter from Sister Mary Evangelist Forde,
Monday' Kingstown to Kirby: Introducing Mr and Mrs Clery who are
1894 to visit Rome. 4pp
59 'Easter Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Monday Writer has not been able to send Kirby good wishes for
1894 Easter, as she has been too ill. She was, in fact, anointed
and her two Jesuit sons sent for. She is now out of danger,
although very weak. Rest of letter chiefly concerned with
difficulties and troubles. Their chaplain 'accepted the
Devotion to win the place'. His real interest is in making a
sort of boys' refuge. 5pp
60 'Easter Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Tuesday' Kirby: Writer hopes to start for Rome the following
1894 Monday and to arrive in Rome, after doing business in
Dublin en route, about the 15th or 20th of April. News
regarding a niece of the writer's. Has a good deal of
business to do on way to Rome, at Douai among other
places, and he also hopes to make a pilgrimage to Bobbio,
Fiesole, and Assisi. Regarding 'supplica ' and news of death
of one of his priests, a Fr. James Allen. 2pp
61 ‘Low Sunday' Holograph letter from L. Stranberger, Minehead to Kirby:
[1894] Personal note. 3pp
62 2 April 1894 Holograph letter from +Patrick O' Donnell, Letterkenny to

Kirby: Writer encloses cheques, ten pounds for Kirby and
twenty five pounds for the Central African Missions. Asks
advice regarding renewal of faculties for erecting Stations
of the Cross. Local news. 3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
63

64

65

66

67

5 April 1894

7 April 1894

[9 April
1894]

9 April 1894

Holograph letter from Rev. P. Lynch, Dunedin to Kirby:
Cardinal Moran has asked the writer 'to convey his good
wishes and renewed thanks for your many acts of great
kindness to him and to this Diocese '. The Cardinal has been
unwell, as Kirby will have heard, indeed he has had 'a very
trying and protracted illness ', and several times the doctors
thought he could not live more than a month due to heart
failure and cardiac dropsy. Gives further news of Cardinal's
ill health and cannot see how he can survive the winter '
which is just setting in'. Regarding a coadjutor, a petition
was sent to Propaganda some months back, writer has, on
Cardinal's instructions, sent a letter to two students at
Propaganda, telling them, if possible, to call at the Irish
College to obtain Kirby's blessing. 4pp

Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby: Personal
note, writer has arranged for the celebration of the 200
Masses. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. John Wigmore, Mallow to
Kirby: Long letter chiefly concerned with writer's desire to
translate papal encyclicals. 6pp

Holograph letter from Ann Carroll, Ontario to Kirby:
Personal letter from a cousin. 3pp

10 April 1894 Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:

Writer would very much like Kirby to visit Sclerder in the
summer. Would he not try to do so? Most uncomfortable
with Fr. Baste regarding 'he saying of Mass elsewhere than
at Sclerder, also of saying it in a room hired by the writer
for her Mothers Meeting on the understanding that it would
not be used for a public service. Difficulty in getting the
landlord's consent. Local news. Asks if rich church in Rome
could spare 'a few ornaments for Our Lady's Shrine..." 4pp
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Date Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /
68

69

70

71

72

73

74

12 April 1894 Holograph letter from +R.A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Regarding couple wishing to marry, with the impediment
that the man was formally married to the girl's deceased
aunt. Reasons for wishing the dispensation given on
enclosed sheet by the man. Writer anxious not to apply for
dispensation to the Sacred Congregation unless he thought
'they would be likely to entertain it.' 3pp

15 April 1894 Holograph letter from + John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:
Writer encloses three applications for marriage
dispensations all from past students of Irish College and all
urgent. 3pp

[circa 11 Holograph letter from Mary F. [Kirby], Stonington to
April 1894]  Kirby: Personal letter from a niece. 2pp

16 April 1894 Holograph letter from V. Rev. Thos. Brady, P.P., Cootehill
to Kirby: Writer sends Kirby a little book he has written
entitled ' Shall we be saved '. Sends also two little books
published some time previous, ' Zeal for Souls' and
‘Baptism'. 3pp

16 April 1894 Holograph letter from +Patrick O' Donnell, Letterkenny to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges receipt of relics and faculties.
Recently met Bishop of Ardagh on his way to Rome.
Spanish pilgrimage ' seems to be on an enormous scale'.
Writer feels that such manifestations of sympathy must be
most gratifying to the Pope. 3pp

17 April 1894 Holograph letter from Rev. W. B. MacFeely, Omagh to
Kirby: Personal letters giving of writer's transfer from
Buncrana and enclosing Mass intentions. 4pp

18 April 1894 Holograph letter from Ellen Kirby, Stonington to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 3pp
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75

76

7

78

79

80

81

[circa 20 Holograph letter from [C.L. van Stranberger], Minehead to

April 1894]  Kirby: Writer asks advice regarding price of ' very
handsome mitre ', and whether it would be permissible to
place a jewel given to the writer by Pius IX in front - he
wants to gives this to Mgr. Brownlow, who is to be
consecrated on 1st May. He can obtain a mitre from the
nuns, but their best costs twenty pounds, which sum he
cannot afford, having just paid that sum ' for the decoration
of His Tomb' 4pp

20 April 1894 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Joseph of the Resurrection,
Loughrea to Kirby: Writer sends draft for Mass intentions.

2pp

20 April 1894 Holograph letter from G. Cardinal de Rieggiero, Rome to
Kirby: Personal letter - writer replies immediately to Kirby's
affectionate letter - gratitude - spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp

21 April 1894 Holograph letter from +John Leonard, Cape Town to Kirby:
Introducing Mr. and Mrs. James Cavanagh and their son,
Stephen, visiting Rome. 2pp

23 April 1894 Holograph letter from Margherita, [] to Kirby: Personal
letter. [Italian]

26 April 1894 Holograph letter from Rev. W. B. MacFeely, Omagh to
Kirby: Personal letter thanking Kirby for is help and advice.
Giving news of the death of writer's father. Will have
pleasure in giving Holy Family pictures to the children, as
Kirby requests. 4pp

27 April 1894 Holograph letter from Helen Clery, Rome to Kirby: Thanks
Kirby for his kindness to writer and help while in Rome. 2pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
82

83

84

85

86

27 April 1894 Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Dublin to Kirby: Writer
gives local news and wishes painting of St. Joseph to be
blessed by the Pope. Sends little pictures for distribution.

7pp

28 April 1894 Holograph letter from St. M, Joseph, Loughrea to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for £1.17.6, asking Kirby to have 30
Masses said on 30 consecutive days for repose of the soul of
Pauline Shiel. 2pp

30 April 1894 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Angelica Amoni, Foligno to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for all his charity and goodness
towards her poor Community during the past year, asking
Our Blessed Lord to bless him. Then asks for help. [Italian]

3pp

1 May 1894 Holograph letter from Rev. Francis H. Daly, Limerick to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for presenting his book to the
Pope - now 30,000 copies have been sold. In next edition
writer would like to have a letter from Kirby, mentioning
how the Holy Father had ' graciously received a copy '.
Asks Kirby to obtain an Indulgence for a certain prayer in
the book. 6pp

1 May 1894 Holograph letter from Rev. John Ryan S.J., Sydney to
Kirby: Long, personal letter regarding Kirby's health.
Cardinal Moran's restoration to good health. Australian
news. Rumour that Dr O'Reilly, Bishop of Port Augusta in
South Australia, has been appointed to succeed Dr.
Reynolds in Adelaide, although not yet confirmed. The
rumour as made everyone in Sydney very happy, as they
had feared that Dr. Higgins, ' a universal favourite ' might
be taken from them. Regarding ecclesiastical education in
Australia and Rome. 8pp
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87

88

89

90

91

91 a

92

92 a

1 May 1894

2 May 1894

2 May 1894

4 May 1894

4 May 1894

4 May 1894

5 May 1894

5 May 1894

Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy, V.C., Kanturk to
Kirby: Writer encloses an application for dispensation to
marry a deceased wife's sister, which he deplores, but which
must, he supposes, be tolerated. Asks Kirby for details of
arrangement between him and Irish Bishops regarding the
agency which Kirby is 'so kind as to transact for them and
the nature of it. 3pp

Holograph letter from [C. L. van Stranberger], Minehead to
Kirby: Regarding mitre, which the writer feared had gone
astray. 4pp

Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy, V.C., Kanturk to
Kirby: Regarding dimissorial letters from David O'Connell,
which the writer cannot give, also 'exeat’ for a student
named j. Kirby which he and others thinks he cannot give,
while other canonists again say he can. Asks Kirby's help.

3pp

Holograph letter from M. E. Herbert, Rome to Kirby:
Personal note of thanks for gift of Kirby's book. 1p

Holograph letter from Tessie Williams, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer encloses tickets to help their cathedral, asking Kirby
to buy them. 2pp

Holograph letter from [unsigned] to Kirby: Personal letter
on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Gertrude O'Connor, Listowel to
Kirby: Writer asks blessing and prayers, as the Golden
Jubilee of the House is to be celebrated on 8th May 1894.

3pp

Holograph letter from Maria [D'Antona], Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding writers health. [Italian] 2pp
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Description and Extent

Code
KIR/ 1894 /
92 b
93
93 a
94
94 a
95
95 a

6 May 1894

7 May 1894

7 May 1894

8 May 1894

8 May 1894

9 May 1894

9 May 1894

Holograph letter from Lizzie Brennan, Inchicore to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Drumcondra to Kirby:
Writer gives thanks for Kirby's letter and promises to send
further little pictures in due course. Regarding painting of
Blessed Gerard, this is to be life-sized. Gives details. 6pp

Holograph letter from M.A. Feely, Tramore to Kirby:
Writing on the back of a printed appeal for 'Grand military
Tournament and Bazaar' to raise funds for renovation of
Waterford Cathedral. Feely asks for 'any little gift'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Kate Bellamy, Dublin to Kirby:
Writer mentions her letter of January, in which she asked
Kirby for financial help in sending her daughter to America
where 'a good situation could be got for her'. Kind people
have helped in various ways, but the fare must be found.
Asks again for help thanking Kirby for his remittance of the
previous September which aided her greatly. Her health is
bad and she promises not to apply to him again. 3pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Margherita Tarenghi, Mantellate
to Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for his charity and
giving convent news. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer gives details of latest troubles. Fr. Baste working
against them and they have no one to help them. '‘Many
friends, devoted ones, but all too busy or too poor or too
hampered by their vows!". Asks Kirby to help. 4pp

Holograph letter from Ma. Michelina Vanese, [] to Kirby:
Personal matters, news of Sister Candida and convent news.
[Italian] 3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
96

97

98

99

100

11 May 1894

11 May 1894

12 May 1894

12 May 1894

12 May 1894

Holograph letter from [unsigned, Rome] to Kirby: Personal
letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from +Thomas Nulty, Dunboyne to Kirby:
Long letter regarding campaign against writer and his
priests by 'The Westmeath Examiner', a paper published in
Mullingar with a very small circulation, 'perhaps a hundred
copies' but which, however, is doing considerable harm.
Gives details. Writer knew Hayden, the owner of the
newspaper, would take him before the secular tribunals if he
had a case against him, but 'never dreamt ' that he would
bring him before Propaganda - which he has one. Cardinal
Prefect has given writer notice of the appeal. Gives details.
As he is now on Visitations, writer has had no opportunity
to reply to Propaganda’s letter dated 5th April 1894. He asks
Kirby to explain matters to the Cardinal Prefect. Is sorry '
that poor Geraghty is to be sent home without orders, but
that can't be helped'. 9pp

Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Rev
Joseph Cassidy. This is a printed letter to the Administrator
of Rossmuck and Camus. 'If it did not look like an intrusion
"“writer would 'gladly endorse' all that Fr. Cassidy's Bishop
says regarding the two churches. He knows ' of no place so
much in need of a church to save the pious worshippers
from he inclemency of the weather, of a roof to cover them,
as Camus. With a large population it has no church at all.’
Encloses ten pounds to help. 1p

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of dispensation - however, the
reasons given in the dispensation are not the same as were
on the application. He asks Kirby to see that this is rectified,
reason may perhaps he 'rather uncommon . 3pp

Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy, Kanturk to Kirby:
Writer sends application for power to issue dimissorials -
application for the dispensation will be sent in a few days.

1p
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101

102

103

104

105

106

107

12 May 1894

13 May 1894

13 May 1894

13 May 1894

14 May 1894

16 May 1894

16 May 1894

Holograph letter from Wm. James, Manchester to Kirby:
Writer, an 'old Papal Army Volunteer ", has had no reply to
letter to ' The O'Clery nor General Charrette’, and asks
Kirby for another commendation. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Daly, Mullingar to
Kirby: As directed by Bishop Nulty, from Dunboyne, writer
forwards Kirby ' the enclosed letter '. Bishop may not yet
know, but a testimonial ' in money, is being got up in the
district, to Mr Hayden, by some Protestants, Orangemen
and Free Masons who are now the chief supporters of his
paper. [see KIR/1894/97, which is probably the enclosure]

4pp

Holograph letter from Tessie Williams, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for buying the tickets she sent. 3pp

Holograph letter from [Cecilia Serhafer], Rome to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby for help towards her orphanage in which
there are 160 abandoned children. Gives details. 3pp

Holograph letter from [Cecilia Serhafer], Rome to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his kind offering towards
orphanage and for the little books. 1p

Holograph letter from Barth. O'Keeffe, Castletownroche to
Kirby: Writer gives news of death of his brother and
commends him to Kirby's prayers, giving details of his last
day. The Vicar Capitular has appointed writer to succeed
his brother, 'in order to comfort and console' their aged
father, aged 80, who lived with them. 4pp

Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy, Kanturk to Kirby:
Writer sends Kirby amended application. 1p

2713



Code

Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /
108

109

110

111

112

113

16 May 1894

19 May 1894

'Ascension
Day 1894

23 May 1894

24 May 1894

28 May 1894

Holograph letter from Sister Francis Meany, Lismore to M.
Daudier. Writer gives a detailed account of how all attempts
to get 'poor Annie into an asylum’ failed. 7pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for gift of pictures and books. Explains
why they are having a trying time with Fr. Baste. Asks if
Kirby knows anyone who could help Sclerder financially - '
we could buy for £1000, freehold, but if we buy ‘it must be
out of our capital, and £1000 is a large slice. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Raphael, Princethorpe to
Kirby: Letter concerns great joy of Mother Mary Agnes,
who lost one eye 15 years ago, and is now besides totally
deaf and has very swollen knees and ankles, and suffers
much pain when the Jubilee Blessing arrived from the Holy
Father for her. Convent news. 4pp

Holograph letter from M. A. Feely, Tramore to Kirby:
Writer thanks K. for letter conveying blessing of Pope,
together with pictures of Holy Family - also for his ' own
lovely gift' for their bazaar. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Daly, Mullingar to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and has forwarded
reply of Bishop. Acknowledges pictures and asks for
renewal of faculties to bless beads. Local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Abbot Delaney, Cappoquin to Kirby:
Writer apologises for not having known that Kirby was an
Archbishop when writing previously. Sends petition ' to be
allowed to wear the beard ', and asks Kirby to use his
influence to obtain the privilege. Mentions death of Abbot
Bruno Fitzpatrick on 4 December after a few days illness.

3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

114 30 May 1894 Holograph letter from Suor M. Ignazia Gentili, Rome to
Kirby: Writer tells Kirby of the troubles of her poor
orphaned nieces and of the help being given them, but
which is not sufficient for their needs. She asks Kirby's
help, and in a postscript remarks that Sister M. Geltrude
also prays him to have pity on these poor orphans. 3pp

115 30 May 1894 Holograph letter from L. S. van Stranberger, Minehead to
Kirby: Personal letter. Writer would like to have news
regarding the mitre, whether it is been paid for? 4pp

116 30 May 1894 Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, [probably Drumcondra]
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his 'most devotional and
exquisite design of the death of St. Joseph. 6pp

117 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]

118 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]

119 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]

120 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]

121 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]

122 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]
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Date

Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /
123

124

125

2 June 1894

3 June 1894

4 June 1894

Holograph letter from Canon Dennehy V.C., Kanturk to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby kindly to 'put the enclosed before
the prefect of the Propaganda’. It was expected that a bishop
would have been appointed to the diocese the previous
week. Convents have not been visited 'for a considerable
time " although he has no reason to think that everything is
not going well in these establishments, were writer
convinced that the appointment would be delayed much
longer he would 'undertake the duty' himself. 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of Kirby's ‘'most consoling
letter and the precious little books.' They are thinking of
buying Sclerder, if it can be got at a reasonable price, which
will have to come out of capital. Writer has been in touch
with the Mother General of the Little Company of Mary
regarding possibility of some of their nuns going to
Sclerder. Gives some details of the work she has to do. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. John Ryan, Sydney, to
Monsignor Kelly. Writer thanks Kelly for the Irish
Directory which reached him through kindness of Mrs. John
Hughes. Kelly has said that there are now 40 students at the
College. 'It is a great improvement' but writer would like to
see twice that number, 'would you have an difficulty in
taking students for the Australian Missions? ' Writer knows
there are a few such at the Irish College, but there is an
impression in Australia ' that it is only by special favour that
they are admitted '. Writer always praises Irish College, and
although he rejoices at the success of Manly College
Sydney, he would consider it a great mistake were it an
obstacle to the students ' finishing up at Rome '. He feels
that the ' atmosphere of Australian homes where the
students all go home in the holidays is anything but
congenial to the ecclesiastical spirit . Writer asks, therefore,
whether students from Australia can be received, and would
like to have a prospectus sent him. Dr. Dunne of Wilcannia
has been speaking to the writer on this subject. Greetings to
Kirby: Cardinal is fairly well, but taxes his strength. Fr
Sturzo is very well for his age, but his sight is failing. 4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
126

127

128

129

130

5 June 1894

5 June 1894

[1894]

6 June 1894

7 June 1894

Holograph letter from R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of Kirby's letter with marriage
dispensation enclosed. Asks that the former dispensation
could be returned to him. [see KIR/1894/99]. Gives reasons.
Encloses further application for a dispensation. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev Kenelm Vaughan, [] to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for copy of his book. He has 'fairly
recovered ' and hopes to be able to say Mass again on the
morrow and to he about again. 4pp

Holograph letter from C.L. van Stranberger, [] to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding mitre, no reply received from
Kirby. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and little books. Regarding
power to give papal benediction on occasion of Limerick's
'solemn ceremony’, explains difficulties. Fr. Fox died about
three months previously. Writer is learning Italian as he has
now no one who knows that language. Sad accident of
Bishop Woodlock of Ardagh who fell down three flights of
stairs, doctors fear result of the shock. Encloses telegram
just received. 4pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
Although 'President of the Board of the Institution in
question, as of many other such charitable organisations ',
writer makes it a principle never to identify himself with the
individual claims for admission, ' unless where there is a
claim founded in some way on diocesan considerations .
Has always felt it * would paralyse the working' of the
boards and committees if he were to use his influence in
favour of particular individuals. Hence he does not feel free
to do so, but for that he would ' be very happy to do
anything " in his power in the case. He encloses ' the lady's
letter ' as Kirby may wish to have it. 3pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /

131

132

133

134

135

136

9 June 1894

9 June 1894

11 June 1894

12 June 1894

12 June 1894

13 June 1894

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Telegram- Returned dispensation urgently needed, Bishop
Waterford. Includes postscript by Kirby noting that he sent
it on 11th June 1894. 2pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby: Writer
assures Kirby of daily remembrance in prayers although it is
a long time since he wrote. Mentions renewal of request to
Pope for coadjutor. Bishops met at Tuam on 25 April, and
unanimously recommended Rev. J. Clancy. Two others of
Elphin diocese also mentioned - ' both most excellent
priests .... but unfortunately there is ' a taint of insanity in
their families ' The one whom the writer would like for his
coadjutor is Fr. Clancy, and he has written to this effect to
the Prefect of Propaganda. His only desire is to get the man
who is most likely to do most for the glory of God and the
salvation of souls. 4pp

Holograph letter from H. J. Gill, Clonskeagh to Kirby:
Books Kirby. require have been sent from writer's business
house. Very sorry not to have seen Kirby during visit to
Rome, particularly as it was due to his indispensation. 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Wm. O'Callaghan, Tralee to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter, gives personal news.

4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Teresa dell'lmmacolata, [] to
Kirby: Personal spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Dublin to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for beautiful paintings and statues. She wishes
the artist to paint two copies giving details. Would like to
know cost of frames and encloses 'Remarks and suggestions
for the Artist' and 'Queries' 12pp
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137

138

139

140

14 June 1894

14 June 1894

15 June 1894

15 June 1894

Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, Co. Dublin to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for his beautiful letter and the leaflets.
Asks for a rosary as she has lost her own. 3pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:
Writer encloses application regarding marriage, explaining
special circumstances. Return regarding working of Pious
Association of the Holy Family in the Diocese sent to
Cardinal Parochi the first week in May, she hopes it arrived
safely. 2pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer acknowledges receipt of letter and dispensation and
encloses further application for dispensation. Mentions
appointment of Monsignor Brown to Cloyne and of Dr
Owens to Clogher. Both of whom will give ‘qualified and
unanimous satisfaction.' 2pp

Holograph letter from +T A O'Callaghan, Cork to Kirby:
Writer has sent to Monsignor Kelly two hundred pounds for
benefit of Cork Burse. Hopes to be able to send ‘a clever
student next October, but it is not so easy ... on account of
difficulties raised by some who prize Maynooth more than
any other place in the world." Diocesan news, particularly
regarding status of Christian Brothers. Recalls when over 70
years before, Dr Murphy founded the Presentation Brothers
in opposition to them, and who ever since have had a very
miserable existence on account of the interference of
persons who knew nothing of the government of religious
bodies.' On point of breaking up when writer was appointed
to Cork and he saved them by getting their rules approved
by the Holy See. 4pp
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /

141

142

143

144

16 June 1894

17 June 1894

18 June 1894

18 June 1894

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for faculties to give Papal Blessing but
fears the conditions attached will render faculties useless.
The consecration of Limerick Cathedral is not on a 'giorno
festivo' but on Thursday 21st June. Asks Kirby's help
regarding telegram received from Dean Monaghan to say
that Bishop Woodlock has improved. 4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby: Letter
from Dr McEvilly makes writer 'fear that he will, contrary
to my understanding with him and Dr McCormack, use his
influence at Propaganda in favour of his own diocesan, Fr
Donnellan, Bursar in Maynooth College.' His appointment
as 'my coadjutor and successor would give deep and
universal dissatisfaction in our Diocese' and would be
regarded as a slight and insult to the Clergy of Elphin, many
of whom are highly qualified for the Episcopate. It is a well
know fact that Dr MacEvilly is 'infatuated in his admiration
of his own favourite priests and would fill every high
position in the Church with them." Fr Donnellan is a
respectable priest, but in his opinion is not qualified for a
mitre and certainly not that of Elphin, nor could the writer
receive him as coadjutor without regret and discomfort.
Asks for Kirby's advice. 3pp

Holograph letter from [], Biarritz to Kirby: Personal letter
thanking Kirby for gift of book, and assuring him that while
his heart beats " it will beat with fidelity to Ireland'. [Letter
is written on notepaper headed ' 10 Downing Street,
Whitehall - possibly from Gladstone] 4pp

Holograph letter from 'C. L. v.S.' [van Stranberger],
Minehead to Kirby: Acknowledges receipt of the 'very
elegant and graceful' stole. Sends the draft of a letter that
writer intends writing to the Bishop, if Kirby approves. 3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

19 June 1894

19 June 1894

20 June 1894

20 June 1894

20 June 1894

20 June 1894

22 June 1894

Holograph letter from R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for dispensation received and mentions
coming ceremony at Limerick which promises to be 'most
imposing'. 2pp

Holograph letter from Michael McBride, Dundalk to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby for printed form of Indulgence, which he
saw after the papal jubilee. Mentions O'Toole family of
Dublin. Kirby once sent medals for their two sons. Asks ‘for
some little relic for himself as he is now 60 years old. 5pp

Holograph letter from Rev. J. Lennon, Enniscorthy to
Kirby: Personal letter of local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from [], Dublin to Kirby: Writer asks for
papal sanction for Confraternity for the dying. Gives
reasons and details and would like the 'saintly Father
Doherty' to be President. 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Francis MacEnerny, C.C.,
Dublin to Archbishop Walsh. Personal letter telling of his
return ' from a long vacation, in fair working order .
Describes what happened at the Audience he had with the
Holy Father and awaits is ' commands'. 4pp

Holograph letter from F. A. Daudier, Thure to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for all the trouble he had taken regarding her
sister whom she wants to get into a lunatic asylum, but who
often has quiet and seemingly quite sane periods.' 4pp

Holograph letter from D. Maria luisa della Visitazione,
Arezzo to Kirby: Personal letter and convent news. Asks for
mass for two recently deceased sisters. [Italian] 2pp

2721



Code

Date
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KIR/ 1894 /

152

153

154

155

156

157

23 June 1894

24 June 1894

25 June 1894

25 June 1894

26 June 1894

26 June 1894

Holograph letter from Christine Ogilvie Forbes,
Fraserburgh to Kirby: Writer appeals to Kirby's generous
heart 'for our Protestant Scotland to help to renew in
Aberdeenshire the light of the True Faith." 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to come and hear her confession.
[Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +R. Phelan, Pittsburgh to Kirby:
Regarding paintings of Our Lady of Mercy, sent to nuns
from Kirby. Writer wishes copies made and intends writing
to the artist - Aristide Dies of 8 Via Quattro Fontane. Would
like same indulgences attached as those attached to the
paintings sent by Kirby. Would Kirby arrange this if
possible? 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Luisa della Visitazione, Arezzo to
Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writes of difficulties and troubles caused by Bishop's
brother. 4pp

Holograph letter from [Rev. W. Fortune], Dublin to Kirby:
Writer is very grateful for kind remembrance and for the
'very beautiful and devotional photo of the Adolorata..'
Thanks Kirby on behalf of All Hallows for ‘exquisite oil
painting of Our Blessed Lady.' Bishop is progressing, but
slowly and fears he will not be equal to much more work.

4pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
158

159

160

161

28 June 1894

28 June 1894

29 June 1894

30 June 1894

Holograph letter from +William Walsh, Maynooth to Kirby:
Writer encloses letter from a Dublin priest, Fr Mclnerney
just returned from Rome where he went during leave of
absence granted him by writer on account of ‘a breakdown
in health, in which some signs of mental confusion were
manifested' Would like Kirby to ascertain whether the
report of the conversation is an hallucination, or whether the
remark was not a mere passing expression, meaning nothing
in particular. He asks whether His Holiness, being naturally
anxious, as he must be, that the Bishop of a Diocese so
important as this, should fully discharge his duty of visiting
the Holy See, is aware that next year, 1895, is the year in
which his visit is "due". Mentions that he is always prepared
"at a moment ' s notice ' to go anywhere that duty calls him,
but pressure of work in Dublin is so heavy that he has little
time for moving around. At the moment he is at Maynooth
for annual Ordinations. It might be as well to make a
pointed inquiry and to give the circumstances why it is
necessary for him to take Fr Mclnerney's report with a
pinch of salt. 4pp

Holograph letter from Maria D' Antonio, Rome to Kirby:
Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Gives details of the celebration in Limerick which were
'magnificent of faith, piety and devotion to the Church'.
Mentions Mass and Papal Benediction which writer gave to
women- which was absolutely crowed with even the choir
and sanctuary occupied 'and not a man among them except
a couple of priests, the Bishop of Limerick and himself.
Account in "The Freeman' omitted various remarks from his
speeches. 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Loetitia’, [] to Kirby: Personal letter
of gratitude. [Italian] 4pp
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162

163

164

165

166

167

2 July 1894

2 July 1894

3 July 1894

3 July 1894

4 July 1894

7 July 1894

Holograph letter from C.L. v. Stranberger, Minehead to
Kirby: Personal letter regarding mitre and stole given to the
Bishop whom the writer met when at Clevedon. 3pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for letter. Hopes their 'business at Propaganda
will soon come to a happy conclusion'. Leaves the matter in
Kirby's hands. Would however point out that if Fr. Clancy's
appointment is postponed until after August, it will mean
that his class at Maynooth will be without a professor for a
year, as selection of professors is fixed for the beginning of
October, and public notice must be given to intending
candidates about 60 days before.". Kirby might perhaps
mention this to Cardinal Prefect if it is likely to 'have any
weight with him." 3pp

Holograph letter from Angelo Pagnano, Alvito to Kirby:
Gives news of his safe return the previous day in good
health, as is also his Mother. He is grateful for permission to
return home, but he has forgotten to bring the post with

him. Greetings. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from +John Coffey, Killarney to Kirby:
Regarding error which appeared in dispensation for
marriage of Edmond Cooney and Mary Hogan. Writer
encloses Fr Riordan's petition again, asking Kirby to have
the necessary alteration made. 2pp

Holograph letter from Robert Browne, Bishop Elect.,
Maynooth to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his
congratulations. Brief not yet received from Rome and asks
Kirby to expedite it, giving reasons. Thanks Kirby for copy
of Encyclical, which writer intends to have published in
next issue of 'Irish Ecclesiastical Record.' 4pp

Holograph letter from [unsigned] [] to Kirby: Personal letter
on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
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168

169

170

171

172

173

173 a

7 July 1894

7 July 1894

8 July 1894

9 July 1894

9 July 1894

9 July 1894

11 July 1894

Holograph letter from Carlo Braglie, Rome to Kirby: Note
of gratitude to Kirby for his charity. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Rev. W. Whitty, Enniscorthy to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the ‘beautiful little engraving
of the Immaculate Conception’ and also for 'kind and
encouraging note' in acknowledgement of translation sent
by Kirby. Praises latest Encyclical very highly. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
First part of letter concerns writer's spiritual difficulties. She
then tells of difficulties made by Fr. Baste and of how he is
the cause of people not joining. Finally writer begs Kirby
before he dies to put 'poor Sclerder into the hands of some
other saintly Prelate'. 8pp

Holograph letter from Cardinal de Ruggiero, Rome to
Kirby: First is a note in Kirby's handwriting asking for the
Briefs in respect of Monsignor Browne of Cloyne and
Monsignor Owens of Clogher. Both are Bishop-Elects.
Includes reply and calling card from Cardinal de Ruggiero.
[Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Drumcondra to Kirby:
Regarding paintings wanted and orders. 6pp

Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter and dispensation.
Consecration of Limerick cathedral very memorable. 2pp

Holograph letter from Christine Ogilvie Forbes,
Fraserburgh to Kirby: Letter of thanks for Kirby's 'much
valued letter and its gift'. Writer thanks his also for his
interest in their endeavours ‘for a Church at Fraserburgh'.
[see KIR/1894/152] 1p
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174

175

176

177

178

179

13 July 1894

16 July 1894

17 July 1894

18 July 1894

19 July 1894

20 July 1894

Holograph letter from 'Loetitia’, [] to Kirby: Writer sent a
long letter to Rome, not knowing that Kirby was at Tivoli -
has he received it? A thousand thanks for his kindness. This
personal letter gives news of writer's health, and that of her
aunt. Also deals with spiritual matters. [Italian] 5pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Frascati to Kirby:
Personal letter, mostly on spiritual matters. 7pp

Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Dublin to Kirby:
Regarding paintings ordered. 6pp

Holograph letter from F. W. Daudier, Thure to Kirby:
Telling of unexpected death of her poor sister, who was at
times insane, who ‘was much better quite herself again' and
died peacefully, saying she was very happy to go to God.

4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Chiara Giuseppa Martinelli,
Rome to Kirby: Words cannot tell writer's gratitude for the
30 lira sent by Kirby - she prays that the Sacred Heart will
reward him. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick Newman, Longford to
Kirby: Chiefly regarding health of Bishop Woodlock, since
his fall. He is now at Nazareth House, Hammersmith,
progressing slowly. It is hoped that he will be well enough
to come home in a fortnight or so, although some people
feel that he will never be able to manage the journey.
Personal news. 3pp
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180

181

182

183

22 July 1894

23 July 1894

23 July 1894

23 July 1894

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer wishes Kirby would visit them. Hopes that Fr.
Kenelm Vaughan will go, but fears that ‘the burst of ridicule
that will be poured out as soon as he names Sclerder will
stop him..." Tells of persecution by Fr. Baste. Wishes Fr.
Vaughan would go and see for himself how things are. Has
a chance to buy Sclerder, but the Diocese has a 'lease on it
for over 40 years...' May eventually be turned into a stable.
Regarding indulgences. 8pp

Holograph letter from 'A. Arciv. di Larissa Segr.', Rome to
Kirby: Regarding request from Archdiocese of Melbourne
for title of Domestic Prelate for Fr. R. O'Hea. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. Henry E. Dennehy, Kanturk
to Kirby: Writer sends application for dispensation, also 'a
trifling offering' for Kirby. Hopes new Bishop ‘will have
strength and independence enough to keep himself above all
parties'. Thinks Canon Keller would make a splendid
bishop, although they differ on politics - he is 'a fine priest,
holy, intellectual and strong minded...". Asks Kirby to
accept photograph of himself and also a pamphlet on the
land question which he wrote some years previously.
Expects to have large work illustrating Greek Schism in its
early ages ready for the press before the end of the year. 8pp

Holograph letter from Aristides Dies, Rome to Kirby:
Monsignor Phelan, Bishop of Pittsburgh, has asked the
writer, an artist, to get in touch with Dr. Kirby regarding a
Madonna which he wishes to be copied. As, however,
writer has found that Kirby is not now at the Irish College,
Rome, and may be absent for a long time, he has taken the
liberty of writing to him. He would be glad if Kirby would
leave word at the College so that the writer would be
permitted to see the original which the Bishop wishes
copied - painting of Our Lady of Mercy. [see
KIR/1894/154) [Italian] 2pp
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184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

24 July 1894

25 July 1894

25 July 1894

26 July 1894

26 July 1894

27 July 1894

27 July 1894

28 July 1894

28 July 1894

Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for the 100 liras sent for Mass offerings.
Hopes Kirby's health is well and prays for the conservation
of a 'dear and precious' life. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from M. Luisa Paini, S. Anna to Kirby:
Writer sends great gratitude for the charity which Kirby sent
them for the love of St. Anna. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for "The Pastorals of our Holy Father’,
and sends £242.0.0. Peter's Pence, together with a small
cheque for Kirby personally. 1p

Holograph letter from Cora S. Ives, Rickfield Springs to
Kirby: Recalls self and family to Kirby: Personal news and
mentions cure by St. Anne, and sends prayers to that saint
for distribution. 8pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to forward application for renewal
of faculties. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea to Kirby:
Encloses draft for £3.16.3 with Mass intentions. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from G. Coppini, Rome to Kirby:
Instructions on a quick and easy way of cleaning paintings.
[Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
Kirby: Personal letter in reply to one from Kirby [Italian]

2pp

Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rome to Kirby: Personal
letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
193

194

195

196

29 July 1894

29 July 1894

29 July 1894

30 July 1894

Holograph letter from 'Sr. M. M. di S. C.', [] to Kirby:
Personal note on spiritual matters. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Aristide Dies, Rome to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for his letter [see KIR/1894/182] regarding
permission to go to the Irish College to copy the painting
there of Our Lady of Mercy - when the copy has been made,
writer hopes to receive the papal blessing on it. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from +Michael Logue, Armagh to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Is getting Encyclical
reprinted, at own expense, for distribution - some of the
other bishops may order sufficient copies to indemnify him.
Regarding education in Ireland and the danger of the
schools becoming directly under the Government, which
would be the beginning of the end of religious control in
them. Writer would fight it out in his own archdiocese -
Cardinal Cullen's action on schools can now be appreciated.
Writer is informed that a number of teachers take and read a
weekly issue of the 'Independent’ which is devoted to
articles against the priests. He thinks Parnellites are at
bottom of agitation against the priests. Bishops becoming
anxious regarding their Briefs, as they hope to have the
consecrations on the 19th and 26th August, and so far there
is no word of the Briefs. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Magdalen, Frascati to
Kirby: Mother General [Little Company of Mary] does not
know whether Sister M. Philip who is now in Rome has
thanked Kirby for obtaining the Papal Blessing for the
Sisters in Limerick. These Sisters are now out of danger,
although still very weak. Some of the Sisters in Rome are
very ill, and writer asks Kirby to pray for them. 2pp
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197 30 July 1894 Holograph letter from +Michael Card. Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Further to yesterday's letter, writer has found the
Brief for Bishop of Clogher which was actually on his desk
when he was complaining of its non-arrival. Is now
forwarding it to the Bishop. Writer has just seen ‘with
extreme sorrow' of the death of Cardinal Ledochowski. 3pp
198 [Does not exist - mistake in numbering]
199 1 August Holograph letter from Ann Carroll, Ontario to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter from a cousin. 3pp
200 1 August Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Harrogate to Kirby:
1894 Encloses letter from Propaganda regarding possible
admission of Mary Dorman of Belfast into the Good
Shepherd Institution at Waterford. Gives details of
applicant, and of opinions of Superiors of various
institutions where she has been. Asks Kirby to inform
Propaganda of the circumstances and that it would not be
wise to admit Mary Dorman. 3pp
201 1 August Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel Kepple, C.C., Meelin to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter from a cousin, giving news of the
death of one of writer's sisters, and asking Kirby to mention
him when writing to Canon Dennehy' of Kanturk. 3pp
202 1 August Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
203 2 August Holograph letter from George Noble Count Plunkett,
1894 Dublin to Kirby: Writer encloses twenty pounds for the

Pope from his family. 2pp
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204 2 August Holograph letter from Catherine Mary Barry, Carrigtwobhill
1894 to Kirby: Regarding application for marriage dispensation
forwarded three weeks previously by Canon Dennehy on
behalf of self, writer apologizes for troubling Kirby, but her
Mother's health is precarious and she is anxious for the
marriage to take place soon. 3pp
205 3 August Holograph letter from M. Michelina Varese, [] to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter. [Italian] 2pp
206 3 August Holograph letter from [unsigned], Leonessa to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter - health matters - spiritual matters. [lItalian]
3pp
207 6 August Holograph letter from John Kehoe, New York to Kirby: '‘By
1894 order of Bishop Chatard' the Catholic School Book
Company are forwarding a copy of his new book,
'‘Occasional Essays'. 1p
208 7 August Holograph letter from Sister M. Philip, Frascati to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter asking advice and giving details of
unsatisfactory state of affairs re. Mass, Confession. 4pp
209 7 August Holograph letter from '‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter - convent matters, health. [Italian] 2pp
210 8 August Holograph letter from Charlotte L. v. Stranberger,
1894 Minehead to Kirby: Personal letter and local news. Asks

whether their Coat of Arms 'are to be placed with the others
who subscribed the £20 towards dear Pius 9th tomb....'
Gives details. 4pp
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211 8 August Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:

1894 Writer tells of 'more crosses' - gives details of a 'most cruel
bitter letter' from Dr. Graham, coadjutor, who upholds Fr.
Baste and believes all he says. Regarding a Franciscan
Father who is now at Sclerder to see 'the real state of
Angelo’s health’ - Mrs. de Bary's invalid son. Writer asks
Kirby's advice - could they go to Westminster Archdiocese -
or to Rome? 8pp

212 8 August Holograph letter from +Richard Owens, Bishop-Elect,

1894 Harrogate to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for kindness and
trouble taken to expedite dispatch of Brief, and hopes to
become 'personally acquainted with Kirby in the near
future. 3pp

213 9 August Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M.T.', Rome to Kirby: Personal

1894 letter of gratitude to Kirby, and giving news of invalid.

[Italian] 2pp
214 10 August Holograph letter from Suor M. Pacifica Berettini,

1894 Grottaferrato to Kirby: Knowing the charity and goodness
of Kirby's heart, writer asks his help, giving details. [Italian]
2pp

215 11 August Holograph letter from [D. Luigi Forniti], Propaganda, Rome

1894 to Kirby: Regarding application from Canon Dennehy

[Italian] 1p
216 11 August  Holograph letter from Eliza O'Toole Cronin, 60 James
1894 Street to Kirby: Personal letter, telling of accident to the

writer and asking for assistance. 3pp
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217 11 August Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Drumcondra to Kirby:
1894 Writer would have replied sooner but she was waiting to be
able to give news of arrival of painting of St. Joseph -
although forwarded a month previously, there is as yet no
news of it and she fears something may have happened to it.
Regarding painting of St. Gerard and states wishes as to
other paintings wanted. 6pp
218 11 August Holograph letter from Mary Brennan, Inchicore to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter from a niece. 3pp
219 12 August Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Writer
1894 gives further news of the health of the 'poor Superior'.
[Italian] 3pp
220 13 August ~ Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter - health of Superior - convent news. [Italian] 2pp
221 13 August  Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1894 Writer has been very ill for some time but is recovering.

However, he is still confined to his bedroom, but is replying
at once to Kirby's letter as the matter of Count Plunkett is
important. Letter goes on to explain that the Count is 'one of
the leading Parnellite organisers in Ireland, and no doubt his
object in sending his subscription to the Pope in the way he
did was a political one." [see KIR/1894/20I]. Describes how
the collection was advertised and raised as usual, and how
the Parnellite newspaper, in which Count Plunkett is a large
shareholder, tried 'blackmail’ in order to persuade them to
advertise the collection in its pages. Writer suggests a way
in which it might be as well to deal with the subscription
sent by the Count. 4pp
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222 14 August Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1894 Writer tells of visit of Fr. Alphonsus to Dr. Graham
[coadjutor], and how the Bishop blames Fr. Baste and vice
versa. Bishop immediately wrote and ordered Fr. Baste 'to
resume the recital of the indulgenced prayers’, reprimanding
him for untruthfulness about it and telling him that he was
going to erect the Confraternity. Writer asks Kirby to
remind the Cardinal of his promise to spread the devotion,
and asks help in obtaining further indulgences. 5pp
223 15 August ~ Holograph letter from Ma. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter. [Italian] 1p
224 15 August ~ Holograph letter from Sr. M. Caterina Lorio, Monte di Pieta
1894 to Kirby: When in Rome writer tried to see Kirby at the
College several times, but without success. She also wrote
for Easter, and hopes he received the letter. Regarding
scholars in their school. Ask for help. [Italian] 3pp
225 15 August ~ Holograph letter from '‘Ma. M. T.', Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter thanking Kirby for his letter and giving convent news.
[Italian] 4pp
226 15 August Holograph letter from 'Sr. Ma. M. di S. C. di G.', [] to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter on spiritual matters [lItalian] 2pp
227 15 August  Holograph letter from Suor. Margherita Selcini, [Rome] to
1894 Kirby: Personal note on spiritual matters [Italian] 1p
228 16 August Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter of gratitude for the great comfort Kirby has
given the writer [Italian] 3pp
229 17 August ~ Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter regarding convent [ltalian] 1p
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230 18 August Holograph letter from Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
1894 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for obtaining the Apostolic
Benediction for their parochial procession. Parish news and
asks prayers for member of parish '‘who is doing very badly'.
4pp
231 18 August Holograph letter from Sr. M. Joseph, Loughrea to Kirby:
1894 Writer sends draft for £2.10.0. with Mass intentions. 2pp
232 20 August  Holograph letter from A. Guadini, [] to Kirby: Note from
1894 the College barber. [written in third party] [Italian] 1p
233 20 August  Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1894 Although his health is much better, writer is still confined to
the house, but hopes to be able to go away soon for a month
or six weeks. Encloses 40,000 lira, annual Peter's Pence.
Mentions that he was unable to be present at Dr. Browne's
consecration the day before, although Dr. Browne went all
the way to Rome to be present at the writer's. 3pp
234 21 August  Holograph letter from Rev. W. B. MacFeely, Omagh to
1894 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for the opportunity of seeing the
Encyclical before it was published. Remarks on change of
attitude of world towards papacy. Gives local news and asks
Kirby for help regarding Christian Brothers in Omagh.
[Portion of letter cut out by Kirby, as on the other side it
gave list of Mass intentions] 4pp
235 22 August  Holograph letter from V. Rev. James MacFadden, P.P.,
1894 Gweedore to Kirby: Enclosing petition to be forwarded. 3pp
236 24 August  Holograph letter from [unsigned], Leonessa to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter - spiritual matters. [Italian] 6pp
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237 24 August Holograph letter from Wm. F. O'Grady, Limerick to Kirby:

1894 Writer thanks Kirby for his cheque for £3.16.0. - speaks of
dreadful state of his large family, practically starving and
asks Kirby whether he knows of anyone 'in Rome or
England, or nobleman there, such as the Marquis of Bute'
who would help them. 6pp

238 25 August  Holograph letter from Helen Murphy, Blackrock, Co.

1894 Dublin to Kirby: Personal letter, thanking Kirby for
obtaining 'one of the greatest privileges that can be
bestowed'. Giving personal news, inviting him to stay and
concluding by asking him to accept the enclosed cheque for
a hundred pounds, 'a small present'. 6pp

239 25 August  Holograph letter from Helen Murphy, Blackrock, Co.

1894 Dublin to Kirby: Personal letter of thanks [from daughter of
writer of KIR/1894/238]. Explaining that their Altar is not a
permanent one since their stay will be for one year only,
that being the arrangement with Lord Pembroke, who owns
the property. 4pp

240 26 August  Holograph letter from 'Loetitia’, [] to Kirby: Personal letter -

1894 regarding Kirby's health - family affairs. [Italian] 4pp

241 27 August Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to

1894 Kirby: Personal letter - news of convent and death of

Mother Abbess. [Italian] 1p
242 27 August  Holograph letter from Sr. M. Caterina Lorio, Monte di

1894 Pieta, Roma to Kirby: Personal news - convent news - asks

Kirby's help regarding young Sister. [Italian] 3pp
243 27 August Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter, seeking advice. Writer feels 'like a fish out of water'

when Kirby is not in Rome. [Italian] 3pp
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244 27 August Holograph letter from Sr. M. P. Cetti, Tivoli to Kirby:

1894 Personal letter - when visiting Kirby the previous day she
forgot to say that tomorrow, if God pleases, the orphans are
going on a 'gita". She asks a remembrance in Kirby's Mass.
[Italian] 2pp

245 27 August  Holograph letter from W. Osborne Christmas, Fiesole to

1894 Kirby: Personal letter. 4pp

246 28 August  Holograph letter from Rev. Edward Johnston, Clarenbridge

1894 to Kirby: Congratulations on Kirby's 'late promotion in the
Church", as also on his great age. Writer is himself 'in a
great state of poverty and exists on Mass offerings, some of
which come from Cardinal Moran. Asks Kirby if he, too,
could send him some, 'if it were only one pound'. Cardinal
Logue also helps him. 3pp

247 28 August Holograph letter from '‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal

1894 letter regarding coming election in convent [lItalian] 1p

248 29 August ~ Holograph letter from [unsigned], Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter, thanking Kirby for the celebration of two Masses, one
of them for her brother - spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
249 31 August  Holograph letter from [unsigned], Leonessa to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
250 31 August  Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby: Letter

1894 of gratitude for all that Kirby has done in the matter of a

coadjutor for the writer. 2pp
251 31 August  Holograph letter from M. Eletta Viscardi, Leonessa to
1894 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his kindness, and in

particular for the 30 lira which he has sent. They always
pray for him as their benefactor [ltalian] 2pp
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252

253

254

255

256

257

2 September
1894

2 September
1894

2 September
1894

5 September
1894

5 September
1894

6 September
1894

Holograph letter from M. Teresa Grilli, S. Bernardino to
Kirby: Convent and personal news. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Raphael [Fiorentina
Straker], Princethorpe to Kirby: Personal letter telling of the
death of writer's great friend, Mother Mary Agnes, who had
been quite deaf for 20 years, and giving an account of her
Jubilee. 4pp

Holograph letter from ‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from Rev. James Vincent Neville,
Kingston, Canada to Kirby: The Archbishop has asked the
writer to send Kirby a copy of his 'Circular Letter to the
priests and laity of the Archdiocese'. Gives personal news
since leaving the Irish College, Rome, and asks Kirby to
remember before the Altar where he often knelt 'a happy
student - God's unworthy priest'. 4pp

Holograph letter from V. Rev. John Macaulay, P.P., Belfast
to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for prize from Pope for their
bazaar, and encloses ticket No.1 for him. Prior Glynn is in
Belfast 'pleading for St. Patrick's and enrolling in the
Roman legion with a prospect of success'. News of Bishop's
health. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Liguore Keenan, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter. Has sent two
Sisters to 60 James Street 'to see after E. O'Toole but no
such person could be found' [see KIR/1894/216]. She will,
however, continue to make enquiries and if she succeeds
she will be very pleased to do what she can 'for her soul and
body'. She is keeping the pound to give her weekly and, if
she fails to find her, will return it to Kirby: Personal news.

4pp
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258 7 September Holograph letter from Mons. Mattei, Filaciano to Kirby:
1894 Writing from Filaciano, he acknowledges Kirby's letter and
encloses the Latin epigram for which he asked. [Italian] 3pp
259 7 September Holograph letter from ‘M. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter regarding election and convent news [ltalian] 4pp
260 7 September Holograph letter from Sr. M. Agnes Scully, Kinvarra, to
1894 Kirby: Writer asks for a little help toward feeding and
clothing poor children, who are in great need, while she
herself is 'quite out of funds'. 2pp
261 7 September Holograph letter from +Wm. Lanigan, Goulburn to Kirby:
1894 Writer is pleased to hear from a friend that Kirby is 'still
active and kind to visitors as usual'. Encloses draft for £18l
from the diocese, asking the Pope's blessing. 3pp
262 9 September Holograph letter from Monsignor Kelly, Bobbio to Kirby:
1894 Writer describes the celebration as 'a striking manifestation
of devotion to S. Columbanus and to religion in general'.
Gives some details, also names of dignitaries present.
Regrets the students did not arrive in time for the previous
evening, but they will be there for the grand procession. 4pp
263 11 Holograph letter from Plowden and Co., Rome to
September ~ Monsignor Kelly. Regarding postal order from Queensland
1894 for ten pounds, for which the Post Office advises £9.9.0.
only. 1p
264 11 Holograph letter from Sr. M. Giuliana Lilli, Rome to Kirby:
September  Personal letter giving convent news. Thanks for the 20 lira.
1894 [Italian] 2pp
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265 13 Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Narin to Kirby:
September  Writer encloses letter for Kirby to read before passing it to
1894 Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda, it concerns ' the Convent of
Mercy in Ballyshannon, its work which has possibility of
increasing but also the unhappy state of affairs within. The
convent, where the ex-Superioress and the Assistant work
against the Superior, and where good applicants are being
turned away. Writer asks for fullest powers to deal with the
situation. Gives reasons and details. 7pp
266 15 Holograph letter from V. Rev. William Hutch, Midleton to
September  Kirby: Writer gives details of his appointment as P.P. two
1894 years before, and great need for a parish church which is
now being built. Parishioners have subscribed £8,500 -
another £7,000 is needed, for which a 'gigantic Bazaar and
Fancy Fair' is to be held. Writer would like prize from the
Pope. Explains special reasons for help. New Bishop is
well. 4pp
267 18 Holograph letter from Sr. M. di S. Pietro, Rome to Kirby:
September  Personal letter - Community troubles. [Italian] 4pp
1894
268 20 Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
September  Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his Masses and prayers
1894 during his long and serious illness. Asks Kirby to obtain for
him whatever powers are necessary for him to confirm the
Superioress in the local Convent of Mercy for another term,
explaining the situation. Asks also powers to change rules
governing lay-sisters. 4pp
269 21 Holograph letter from '‘Ma. M. T.", Rome to Kirby: Personal
September letter - spiritual and communal matters. [Italian] 3pp
1894
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270 22 Holograph letter from +Patrick O'Donnell, Letterkenny to
September  Kirby: Writer is most grateful to Kirby for what he has
1894 done. The enclosed is somewhat better, he thinks. 'The
Encyclical will be greatly prized at this time." He is to be in
Ballyshannon on September 30th, but is sure ‘it will be after
that date when this business can be expedited'. [see
KIR/1894/265] 1p
271 23 Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
September  Writer encloses letter regarding a case on which he would
1894 like guidance from the 'proper Congregation’ - except for
cutting off' the name and address, as writer of enclosed
letter does not belong to the Diocese of Waterford, the letter
IS just as received. 3pp
272 28 Holograph letter from +James Browne, Wexford to Kirby:
September  Writer encloses application for dispensation and gives local
1894 news. 1p
273 1 October Holograph letter from Alice M. Murphy, Clifton, Cork to
1894 Kirby: Introducing 'The Very Reverend Father Bernard',
Capuchin. 3pp
274 3 October Holograph letter from Sr. Loetitia, Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 note [Italian] 1p
275 3 October Holograph letter from [Contessa E. P. C.], Rome to Kirby:
1894 Family matters. [Italian] 6pp
276 3 October Holograph letter from W. F. Lee, Orvieto to Kirby: Note of
1894 thanks for all that Kirby has done for the writer, in
particular regarding the Holy Father's Mass at St. Peter's. 1p
277 5 October Holograph letter from 'Loetitia’, [Rome] to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter - spiritual and community matters. [Italian] 7pp
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278 7 October Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
1894 Writer thanks Kirby for letter, and has informed his 'Rev.
Correspondent of its substance. Diocesan news. 3pp
279 10 October  Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
1894 Kirby: About "10 or 15 days since", at writer's request,
Dean Monahan wrote to the Rector of the College asking
him to obtain permission to appoint Fr. John Kelly as a P.P.
in place of Administrator whom writer has removed. Pope
has accepted his resignation as Bishop of Ardagh, and it is
therefore 'desirable’ that the vacancy in Drumshambo be
filled and Fr. John Kelly appointed before the clergy meet
to recommend new bishop. Mentions that writer finds that
the Rector is in Ireland - begs also to remind Kirby of letter
regarding election of Reverend Mother in Convent of
Mercy, Longford. Asks for prayers. 4pp
280 [16 October Holograph letter from Mary and Ellen Kirby, [] to Kirby:
1894] Personal letter from two nieces. 4pp
281 11 October  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
1894 Writer has been 'very poorly' and Mrs. de Bary also. Both in

great trouble - it seems that Dr. Graham is 'using Fr. Baste
as a tool' to make them unhappy. Writer was so miserable
that she went to see the Cardinal and the Bishop of
Southwark, both of whom were very kind, and both of
whom offered to let them work in their diocese. Regarding
indulgences. [last page is missing, as letter is unsigned and
has no ending] 4pp
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282

283

284

14 October
1894

18 October
1894

18 October
1894

Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter - has met Mgr. Kelly,
who gave him all the news from Rome. The only point of
interest arising from the bishops' meeting was regarding
managerial question as reported in 'The Freeman' Writer
trusts it will put an end to the dangerous agitation of the
teachers - if they now persist, the end of their agitation will
become manifest, and it will be the duty of the bishops to
deal firmly with the Catholic teachers'. Writer fears the
teachers "are spurred on by the anticlerical Parnellite party'.
He has kept Kirby's suggestions in view. Bishops drew up a
letter to the Pope and also passed resolution that Peter's
Pence Collection be held every year in each diocese 'as far
as possible on the same day, i.e. the Sunday within the
octave of St. Peter's and Paul's Day'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel McCashin, Belfast to
Kirby: Writer forwards petition as requested by Bishop
McAlister, who 'is not very strong at present.."' 1p

Holograph letter from +Thomas Nulty, Mullingar to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for letter received when recuperating in
England and can never express gratitude enough for Kirby's
'most enlightened and skilful management' of' his recent
case with Propaganda. Had an unfavourable decision been
given it would have formed the basis of a civil action
against him. 'Parnellites were arrayed and marshalled to a
man at Hayden's back..." Very glad that his great friend, Dr.
Gargan, was unanimously elected President at recent
meeting of bishops at Maynooth. Dr. Woodlock has had to
resign from Ardagh through ill health, and writer fears that
Dr. McAlister of Belfast may soon be obliged to follow suit.
[see KIR/1894/102 and /917] 4pp
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285

286

287

288

289

18 October
1894

18 October
1894

19 October
1894

19 October
1894

21 October
1894

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby:
Regarding nominations for coadjutor, the writer explains
why Fr. James Kelly's name did not appear on second
recommendation. His Mother's death by suicide occurred 'in
the interval between the two elections. There is insanity in
the family, and while he himself 'is a good priest and a
distinguished scholar', he is also 'odd and wanting in zeal
and knows not how to win the people to co-operate with
him'. As another of the candidates has 'lately shown a phase
of character, which should disqualify him for the present at
least for the mitre' there remains only Professor Clancy to
appoint. Bishops unanimous in recommending him
strongly. Writer is not well and fears he ‘cannot much
longer hold out'. 3pp

Holograph letter from Al. Barnabo, Propaganda, Rome to
Kirby: Regarding decrees for Armagh and Tuam. [Italian]

1p

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary Bernard Kelly, Birmingham
to Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain a papal blessing for
twin sisters who celebrate their Golden Jubilee in Religion
on 27th October. Asks also for Pope's blessing on the
Community and their work. 2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Patrick Potter, Brisbane to
Kirby: Writer has just received Kirby's 'valued letter' from
her brother, the Rev. Michael Potter, Warwick. Cannot
express her gratitude to Kirby for getting the Apostolic
Benediction. Brisbane news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer is very anxious as Kirby's long silence. Gives details
of 'great trouble’. Bishop wants them out of Sclerder.
Regarding Devotion and the possibility of their being able
to take the statue of Our Lady when they leave. Archbishop
of Westminster says they certainly may, as it is theirs, but
writer fears that, even so, difficulties will be made. Tells of
possible plans. Asks Kirby's help. 10pp
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290

291

292

293

294

295

[22 October
1894]

23 October
1894

23 October
1894

24 October

1894

24 October
1894

24 October
1894

Holograph letter from [Mara] Gentili to Kirby: Writer tells
of family troubles and asks for help. [Italian] 3pp

Holograph letter from Mons. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby:
Personal letter. During recent pilgrimage writer met a priest
who had been at the Irish College [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Maria Vittoria Burattini, S. Gregorio
to Kirby: On behalf of her 'poor Community" writer asks
help of Kirby [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford
to Kirby: Letter from the Superior of the Convent of Our
Lady of Mercy, asking Kirby to arrange with Rome that she
should not be considered eligible for position to which she
has been elected yet again. Explains situation. [see
KIR/1894/279 and /268]

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Encloses pound for
Mgr. Kelly to give to photographer who has sent, unasked,
two groups of the Cardinals. Money is to pay them and also
to supply one of the writer, plate of which the photographer
has. Regarding writer's resignation, accepted by the Pope on
30th September, he awaits instructions as he has been asked
to continue to administer the diocese until appointment of
the new Bishop. The Cardinal has convened the priests of
the Diocese for 6th November to send three names to Rome,
as is customary. Writer asks Kirby for prayers. Reminds
him of the Sisters of Mercy and his requests concerning
them. Thinks he will probably retire to All Hallows, where
he feels sure the Vincentians would allow him to help and
would take care of him. Includes envelope. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
Kirby: Writer encloses 'supplicato’ for presentation at
Propaganda. 1p
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296

297

298

299

27 October
1894

27 October
1894

28 October
1894

29 October
1894

Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford
to Kirby: Writer, who is Superioress, asks Kirby to obtain
renewal of permission for her Convent of Mercy for
Midnight Mass and Holy Communion. 3pp

Holograph letter from +Richard Owens, Monaghan to
Kirby: Writer encloses documents for Pope, explaining that
he is not sure of how they should be concluded and asking
Kirby to do so and also make what alterations are necessary.
[copy is still with this letter] Gives reasons for urgency
regarding permission to appoint parish priests to six named
parishes, vacant for a long time. Is sure that predecessor had
‘grave and solid grounds for letting them remain in the
hands of administrators, but feels that it would now be wiser
to fill the vacancies. He will 'take particular care to name to
that responsible office none but suitable and worthy priests'.
Is sending by same post draft for £27.17.6 to Cardinal
Ledochowski, being diocesan collection for African
Missions, and encloses a draft for five pounds for Kirby 5pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Letter from Kirby has taken load off writer's mind. Had
Kirby said 'stay’ she would have done so. Mentions
kindness shown her by Cardinal Vaughan, Fr. Kenelm
Vaughan and Fr. Bellord. Puts various queries and would
like Kirby to see them in their 'new seaside home. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Immaculate, Stradbally to
Kirby: Writer sends Kirby six linen handkerchiefs from
their own 'weaving industry' under separate cover. News
regarding industry and grant by National Board to enlarge
workrooms. Hope to be able to give girls a higher wage in
time. It is thanks to Kirby that they now have a towelling
loom. 4pp
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300

301

302

303

304

30 October
1894

31 October
1894

1 November
1894

2 November
1894

3 November
1894

Holograph letter from Rev. William Hutch, Midleton to
Kirby: Writer explains delay in acknowledging Kirby's
letter and the cameo from the Pope for their bazaar. He has
had rheumatism very badly in the right arm. Hopes in two
years' time to visit Rome after an absence of 30 years to see
Kirby 4pp

Holograph letter from '+William Bp. of Plymouth,
Plymouth to Kirby: Thanks Kirby for gift of his book of
meditations which writer's nephew, Fr. Kenelm Vaughan,
has duly forwarded to him. He intends 'to benefit' by it 'in
these days of forced retirement and leisure, which age and
its accompanying infirmities have brought..". Assures Kirby
of his prayers, as requested. 3pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer begs Kirby to contact the authorities to whom Fr.
Baste might apply to prevent them taking the statue which
is their own. Cardinal VVaughan and Jesuit Provincial both
say 'take the image' but writer fears 'some trickery and
cruelty on the part of Fr. Baste who seems to make the
Bishop Coadjutor do as he pleases'. Negotiations are going
on for freehold estate at Clacton-on-Sea. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Regarding statue which was only lent to Sclerder, but which
Fr. Baste is trying to retain. 3pp

Holograph notes by Archbishop Kirby. Notes in Kirby's
handwriting of expenses apparently incurred by Mary
Hayes in connection with painting of St. Joseph and paid by
him [see KIR/1894/217]. 2pp
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305

306

307

308

309

3 November
1894

5 November
1894

5 November
1894

5 November
1894

6 November
1894

Holograph letter from Wm. F. O'Grady, Limerick to Kirby:
Writer asks Kirby to say Mass for him on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, and also to give him a special
intention each day of November. Things still very bad with
him as his health is ‘awfully bad', his family ‘actually
starving at this moment' and 'they have no one to help them
in their great sorrow and affliction'. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Mary de Sales Fallon,
Newtownforbes to Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for gifts,
with apologies for long delay in so doing. On 13th
December the Convent of Mercy celebrates its Silver
Jubilee. It is 'an indescribably great disappointment' to learn
that their Bishop [of Ardagh] is resigning through ill health.

2pp

Holograph letter from Mary of the Nativity, Hammersmith,
London to Kirby: Introducing Mrs. Ford who is, writer
understands, some relation of Kirby and is visiting Rome.

3pp

Holograph letter from +Richard Owens, Monaghan to
Kirby: A further request to his previous letter. Most
Catholics in Clogher Diocese are 'of the poorer and humbler
class' and consequently priests of the diocese are 'for the
most part fewer than the necessities of the mission would
require’, and are obliged to duplicate on Sundays and
Holidays of Obligation. Would Kirby obtain for him the
permission held by writer's predecessor to permit the priest
to receive an honorarium for the second Mass where he
‘prudently considered that their

income required such a supplementary.' 3pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel McCashin, Belfast to
Kirby: Bishop McAlister asks writer to forward ‘enclosed
Petition'. Bishop is not well and they are 'hoping against
hope that he may get better'. 1p
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310

311

312

313

314

315

7 November
1894

8 November
1894

8 November
1894

9 November
1894

9 November
1894

10 November
1894

Holograph letter from Rev. Patrick B. Murphy, Saxonville,
Mass. to Kirby: Writer reminds Kirby of letters of
commendation from America and Ireland when he took 'the
remains of the great Dr. Cahill from diocese of Boston to
Glasnevin..". Now writes to ask for 'some little relic of the
first class' to place on his new altar ‘for the veneration of the
good Irish Catholics' of the parish. 3pp

Holograph letter from Margherita Cesaroni, Rome to Kirby:
Personal note asking advice regarding a young girl. [Italian]

2pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Bernard, Birmingham to
Kirby: Sincere thanks from the two Jubilarians and all the
Community for Pope's blessing. Local news. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sister M. Liguore Keenan, Dublin to
Kirby: Writer gives news of her brother's sudden death on
1st November, with some details. Cardinal Logue present at
funeral encloses five pounds for Masses for his soul. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer thanks Kirby for 'most kind and consoling letter".
They are being treated 'with extreme harshness..." Mrs. de
Bary's health is 'so broken that the Doctor says she must go,
and at once'. Details of lease and expenses and actions of Fr.
Baste. Asks Kirby for another Altar Stone for new High
Altar -and hopes to be in new place and to have the first
Mass said in the temporary chapel on 8th December, as they
are due to move at the end of November. Gives addresses
where Altar Stone could be sent. 8pp

Holograph letter from Rev. D. McCashin, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer forwards, at Bishop McAlister's request, petitions for
dispensations. 1p
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316

317

318

319

320

321

14 November
1894

14 November
1894

16 November

1894

16 November

1894

17 November
1894

18 November
1894

Holograph letter from +T. A. O'Callaghan, Cork to Kirby:
Writer sends cheque for six hundred pounds, Peter's Pence
for past two years, and explains why it is not more. Local
news. He is anxious to send a student to the College this
year, but so far has not found one whom he could
recommend - those he intended to send were not allowed to
go by their parents, and writer has had 'the usual number of
doctor's certificates that the climate of Rome would kill
them'. Asks if College would receive a student from
Maynooth who has 'gone through a part of his studies' - if
so, he might be able to find such a one. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor Candida Imberti, Tivoli to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his charity and gives
convent news. [ltalian] 3pp

Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter of 13th
November, but he did not receive the letter mentioned in it
giving permission for Midnight Mass and Communion for
those living in certain convents - nuns continually
enquiring. Includes copy of petition in Latin. 4pp

Holograph letter from 'Loetitia’, [Rome] to Kirby: Personal
note of great gratitude to Kirby for his charity, telling him
how and whom it helped. [Italian] 1p

Holograph letter from V. Rev. B. McNamee, Omagh to
Kirby: Letter of thanks for obtaining prize for their bazaar
from the Pope. 2pp

Holograph letter from C. van Stranberger, Minehead to
Kirby: Personal letter - family news - enclosing two wax
copies of their crest. [seals not digitized] 4pp
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322

323

324

325

18 November
1894

18 November
1894

19 November
1894

19 November
1894

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Sclerder to Kirby:
Writer encloses note for Cardinal, if in Rome, but has also
sent one to Westminster in case he is not. Had all but
concluded the purchase of a suitable house and grounds
when Mgr. Johnston objected to the title ‘Our Lady of Light,
Spouse of the Holy Ghost', which Cardinal VVaughan had
already promised them. Therefore wrote two notes
immediately, one to Rome and the other to Westminster. 3pp

Holograph letter from Reginald Bridge, Manly to Kirby:
Lengthy personal letter from ex-student giving personal and
diocesan news, with good wishes for Christmas. 6pp

Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
‘The demonstration at the funeral of the good Sister of
Charity was indeed as remarkable as the crime of which she
was the victim was abominable. Regarding state of things
he dealt with in his speech at the Christian Brothers
Schools - 'in confidence' most important exchange of views
Is going on between writer and the authorities on the
subject. Gives heartening news of spirit of people. 4pp

Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
Writer encloses draft for Peter's Pence for Down and
Connor, and also ten pounds for Kirby. He has been ailing
for some months and his ailment is incurable, being a
cancerous growth. About a month previously, with the
approval of Cardinal Logue, he forwarded to the Pope,
through Propaganda, a supplication for the appointment of a
coadjutor, but so far has had no reply. Fearing petition has
gone astray, he encloses a copy and asks Kirby to deal with
the matter. Asks Kirby to obtain the Pope's blessing on
work of hospital now beginning to be built, and on the
writer that he may obtain the grace of a happy death. Asks
for Kirby's prayers. 2pp
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326 20 November Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Dublin to Kirby:

1894 Personal letter - thanking Kirby for his sympathy on the
death of Fr. Doherty. Mentions her loneliness. Sends Kirby
calves foot jelly, with instructions how to prepare it. 8pp

327 21 November Holograph letter from Maria Loetizia, [Rome] to Kirby:

1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 6pp

328 25 November Holograph letter from +Federico, Cervia to Kirby:
1894 Acknowledgement of Kirby's letter with 100 Mass
intentions. [Italian] 1p
329 25 November Holograph letter from Suor Alessia Gachet, Tivoli to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
330 26 November Holograph letter from [unsigned, no address] to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp
331 26 November Holograph letter from Sr. M. Liguori Keenan, Dublin to

1894 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for letter and 'beautiful little

books and pictures..." Encloses mortuary card. 3pp
332 26 November Holograph letter from Rev. Andrew Lowry, C.C., Rostrevor

1894 to Kirby: Writer encloses three pounds for Mass intentions.
Sent via young man going to the College to study for the
priesthood, 'a very good young man and very bright and
intelligent..". Memory of Fr. O'Neill 'now near 5 years gone
to his good reward is still as green as the little Irish
shamrock in the thoughts and prayers of his people..".
Commends him to Kirby's prayers. 3pp

333 27 November Holograph letter from T. Maria Luisa della Visitazione,

1894

Arezzo to Kirby: Writer, hoping that Our Blessed Lord
keeps Kirby in good health, asks help, explaining
difficulties. [Italian] 1p
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334 27 November Holograph letter from +Bartholomew Woodlock, Longford
1894 to Kirby: The Bishop of Ardagh informs some 'dear
Community' that 'our venerated friend, the Archbishop of
Ephesus’ will get them the privilege of having Office and
Mass of the day, the 27th November, The Manifestation of
the Immaculate Conception of the Ever Blessed Virgin
Mary. Adding that they may say that he has authorized them
to apply for it. 1p
335 28 November Holograph letter from +William J. Walsh, Dublin to Kirby:
1894 Writer thinks Kirby should be told that 'the educational
affair' to which he referred 'has been grossly
misrepresented’ - gives details. Marked 'confidential'. 4pp
336 November  Holograph letter from Sister Mary, Florence to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter, chiefly spiritual, from Foundress of the
Little Company of Mary. 4pp
337 1 December Holograph letter from Suor Giuseppa Amici, [] to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 1p
338 3 December Holograph letter from Suor M. Candida Martini, Rome to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter - Kirby's long silence - spiritual
matters. [Italian] 3pp
339 3 December Holograph letter from C. L. van Stranberger, [no address] to
1894 Kirby: Writer mentions bad floods in Bath, Somerset and
elsewhere, and damage caused to their ‘poor little Barn of a
Church here™, where the priest has had such a struggle for
the past three years. Mentions also case of ‘a certain priest’
who had taken to drink, and their fears of a scandal which,
however, has so far been avoided. 3pp
340 3 December Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel McCashin, Belfast to
1894 Kirby: Writer encloses petition at Bishop's request and

acknowledges receipt of two letters from Kirby. Thanking
him also for the Miraculous Medal. 1p
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341 3 December Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
1894 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for sending 'such a large
offering' from his 'limited sources' towards the cathedral,
saying that ‘five pounds would have been more than
sufficient' to express Kirby's well known love for St.
Patrick. Gives details of progress of building. Sacristy will
be large, with a Chapter Room, parochial library, store
rooms. It has cost nearly six thousand pounds. Mentions
stained glass windows which are being given by
parishioners. Hopes in a few days to be able to send Peter's
Pence, and encloses a 'little offering for Christmas'. 4pp
342 4 December Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph, Loughrea to Kirby:
1894 Writer thanks Kirby for his 'great kindness' in sending relics
for her brother and for Reverend Mother. 2pp
343 4 December Holograph letter from Sr. Mary de Sales Fallon,
1894 Newtownforbes to Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain
Pope's blessing on Silver Jubilee of the Convent of Mercy
on 13th December. 1p
344 5 December Holograph letter from Sigismondo Gentili, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Asks for help because of hunger. [Italian] 1p
345 5 December Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
1894 Kirby: Sisters of Mercy take good care of the writer, whose

broken arm still needs attention. Gave them Kirby's letter to
read as they would be interested in account 'of the funeral of
the poor Sister of Charity...". Asks Kirby to obtain certain
privileges for Mercy Sisters and Franciscans nuns. Asks his
advice on one point, on 18th December writer will have
been 53 years a priest. Pope has agreed to him retiring to
All Hallows when free to leave the Diocese. Hopes a
successor will be appointed soon. Asks for prayers. 4pp
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346

347

348

349

350

6 December
1894

6 December
1894

6 December
1894

7 December
[1894]

7 December
1894

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea to
Kirby: Most grateful for the 'beautiful gifts' which are "just
perfect' for their chapel. Have received 'a very warm
welcome' and, so far, apart from expense of moving and
settling in a new home, 'there has been no cloud'. When the
first comes, writer will remember Kirby's advice. 3pp

Holograph letter from A. Lowry, Rostrevor to Kirby: Writer
encloses Mass intentions with 2/6 for each. Gives Irish
news, Protestants of North 'are fast throwing in their lot
with their Catholic fellow countrymen for the welfare of
each. 4pp

Holograph letter from Suor Candida Imbert, Tivoli to
Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his continued charity
towards her. She has returned to Tivoli with more
tranquillity, although his thoughts are always in Rome.
Convent and spiritual matters. [Italian] 4pp

Holograph letter from A. H. Murphy, Blackrock, Co.
Dublin to Kirby: Personal letter giving family news and
asking prayers for her son, William, recovering from a
serious illness and for whose spiritual welfare she is most
anxious. Encloses one hundred pounds as a gift for Kirby

4pp

Holograph letter from +Richard Owens, Monaghan to
Kirby: Writer apologizes for delay in answering Kirby's
letters of the 9th, 10th and 16th November. Thanks him for
'the very ample faculties' secured for him and asks his help
to interpret 'two of the grants the extent of which he does
not fully understand - gives details. Encloses two
applications and is 'naturally anxious that one of them at
least should be granted in time for Christmas Day. Encloses
draft for five pounds as a little Christmas gift. Mentions
Kirby's graphic account of the murder of Sister Agostina
and of the display of Catholicism that took place in Rome
on the occasion of her funeral. 4pp
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351 8 December Holograph letter from M. Filomena Saccioni, S. Andrea to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter [Italian] 2pp
352 10 December Holograph letter from +Michael Cardinal Logue, Armagh to
1894 Kirby: Writer encloses draft for five hundred pounds Peter's
Pence. Intends writing to the Pope a letter of Christmas
greetings 'in a few days'. Has received a letter from English
Ambassador to the Quirinal and thinks he will do what he
can regarding College funds. 3pp
353 10 December Holograph letter from Suor Giuseppa Amici, SS. Bono
1894 Gesu to Kirby: Short personal note. [Italian] 1p
354 11 December Holograph letter from Suor M. T. Aquilani, [] to Kirby:
1894 Letter in third person asking Kirby's help regarding writer's
brother. [Italian] 3pp
355 11 December Holograph letter from Mary Cullen, 'Co. Dublin’ to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter giving family news. Would like picture of
the Miraculous Medal. 4pp
356 11 December Holograph letter from P. J. Jennings, London to Kirby:
1894 Christmas greetings - personal news - is sending 'The
Catholic Times' each week to Kirby: 4pp
357 11 December Holograph letter from +Wm. FitzGerald, Skibbereen to
1894 Kirby: Writer acknowledges faculties, but points out
difficulty regarding one of them and asks advice. Gave
Kirby's letter to the nuns to read, and they were very edified
at the account of the funeral of the martyred sister of
Charity. 3pp
358 13 December Holograph letter from Rev. Daniel McCashin, Belfast to

1894

Kirby: Writer encloses petition for a dispensation. Mentions
Bishop McAlister's disappointment at receiving no reply to
his request for a coadjutor. 1p
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359 14 December Holograph letter from Margherita Cesavoni, Rome to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter of greetings for Christmas. [Italian]
2pp
360 14 December Holograph letter from V. Rev. Joseph Kearns, Hilltown to
1894 Kirby: Seasonal greetings. State of religion in parish still
good. Even bigoted Protestants of the North, who used to
curse the Pope now quote him and praise his dicta. God has
surely raised him up for a great end. 3pp
361 15 December Holograph letter from 'C.P.", Rome to Kirby: Writer has
1894 gone twice to P. Mancini, but fancies he must be away -
personal letter on spiritual matters. [Italian] 3pp
362 16 December Holograph letter from Luisa Liberati, [Rome] to Kirby:
1894 Writer's sister-in-law, wife of her brother Giuseppe, cannot
write, and therefore asks her to get in touch with Kirby, as
she wants to find work [ltalian] 4pp
363 16 December Holograph letter from [Clotelde Seulistr], Rome to Kirby:
1894 Christmas greetings. [Italian] 1p
364 16 December Holograph letter from Rev. H. Menanin, Derry City to
1894 Kirby: Acknowledges Kirby's letter and the exquisitely
beautiful Cameo from the Holy Father - personal letter. 4pp
365 16 December Holograph letter from Sr. M. di S. Geltrude, Capua to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter - gratitude for charity - spiritual
matters [ltalian] 4pp
366 17 December Holograph letter from Mons. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby:

1894

Personal letter of Christmas greetings [Italian] 1p
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367 17 December Holograph letter from Sister M. Canice Butler, Skibbereen
1894 to Kirby: Writer requests Kirby to obtain for the Convent of
Mercy an oil painting of Our Lady of Mercy such as some
other Mercy convents have. They would of course pay all
expenses. Thanks Kirby for his two 'beautiful and practical
little books'. 6pp
368 17 December Holograph letter from Sr. Chiara Giuseppa Martinetti,
1894 Rome to Kirby: All the Community send their Christmas
greetings. [Italian] 2pp
369 17 December Holograph letter from M. H. Gill and Son, Dublin to Kirby:
1894 They regret that it is not possible to supply further copies of
Kirby's book of Meditations as it is now out of print. With a
few alterations it will be reprinted, however, and Kirby
informed when it is nearly ready. 2pp
370 17 December Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast to Kirby:
1894 Writer encloses dispensation, explains error in it and asks
Kirby to have it rectified. Thanks Kirby for Papal
Encyclical duly received. 1p
371 18 December Holograph draft letter by Archbishop Kirby. This is the
1894 draft, in Kirby's handwriting, of a letter from him
[presumably] to the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda Fide
concerning a petition from Dr. FitzGerald, Bishop of Ross,
written on 6th November. [Italian] 2pp
372 'Feast of the Holograph letter from Sr. M. Catherine, Athy to Kirby:
Expect. Of  Reverend M. M. Teresa being in bed with a cold, she cannot
the B.V.' at present write to Kirby, to express her thanks for his letter.
1894 Regarding note which arrived wrapped up in Reverend
Mother's blanket - pound note. 3pp
373 18 December Holograph letter from Suor M. Siolastica Prini, Rome to

1894

Kirby: Personal letter of Christmas greetings [Italian] 1p
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KIR/ 1894 /

374

375

376

377

378

379

380

381

18 December
1894

'Feast of the
Expectation’
194

19 December
1894

19 December
1894

19 December
1894

19 December
1894

20 December

1894

20 December
1894

Holograph letter from Superioress of Cenacle Nuns, [] to
Kirby: Greetings for Christmas and the New Year. [Italian]

1p

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Ignatius, Wexford to Kirby:
Seasons greetings. Mentions coloured picture in Shrine of
Our Lady of Good Counsel and how writer wishes they had
an oil painting. 4pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea to
Kirby: Writer asks Kirby if he ‘can manage to prevent Fr.
Baste from doing mischief with the Roman Congregation’,
saying that he 'is so cunning and quick that he may try now
he knows the Cardinal is resting'. Regarding statue ‘only
lent' to Sclerder, and refusal of the authorities to accept
facsimile statue offered. 1p

Holograph letter from Sister M. Imelda, Dublin to Kirby:
Personal letter regarding crucifixes which have not arrived.
News of mutual friends. 4pp

Holograph letter from [Zelinda del ...], Arezzo to Kirby:
Personal note of Christmas greetings. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from + G. Mattei, Sutri to Kirby: Personal
letter - gratitude - Christmas greetings. 1p

Holograph letter from [Sac. Dott. Cesare Cajlveroy], Rome
to Kirby: Recovering from bronchial pneumonia, writer
sends Christmas greetings to Kirby - gives news of their
hospice of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from '‘Daughters of Divine Providence’,
Rome to Kirby: Christmas greetings and prayers. [Italian]

3pp

2759



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1894 /
382 20 December Holograph letter from Philip Duffy, Student, Rome to
1894 Kirby: Writer asks Kirby's help this Christmastide. Has
plenty of work teaching English and French, but contracted
certain debts during the summer months when work was
scarce, and these now hamper him. After Christmas he
hopes that his prospects will brighten, and next summer he
expects to finish his studies and to leave Rome. Asks
Kirby's blessing. 1p
383 20 December Holograph letter from Suor Irene Anzio, Rome to Kirby: On
1894 behalf of the Sisters of Charity, the writer, 'Vicaria Generale
of the Sisters, sends Christmas greetings. [Italian] 1p
384 20 December Holograph letter from Quintina Sagnori, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter of Christmas greetings. [Italian] 2pp
385 20 December Holograph letter from [ Lynn], Rome to Kirby: Personal
1894 letter - living at present in the 'Convent of the Retreat’,
where a Dominican Father preaches three times a day -
convent news. [Letter is torn and signature difficult to
decipher]. 4pp
386 21 December Holograph letter from F. W. Daudier, Thure to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter - France is in a bad way, and Italy "much
guided and influenced by France'. 4pp
387 21 December Holograph letter from Mary Hayes, Drumcondra to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter - chiefly on spiritual matters. 12pp
388 21 December Holograph letter from Sr. Marianna Temmel, Rome to
1894 Kirby: Letter conveying Christmas greetings. [Italian] 1p
389 22 December Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea to

1894

Kirby: Personal letter, recalling all Kirby's goodness and
wishing writer could see him once before she dies, but fears
it is not possible. 3pp
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KIR/ 1894 /
390

391

392

393

394

395

396

22 December
1894

22 December

1894

22 December
1894

22 December
1894

22 December
1894

22 December
1894

22 December
1894

Holograph letter from Sister M. Teresa Carr, Sligo to Kirby:
St. Joseph's Convent sends seasonal greetings. 1p

Holograph letter from Sr. Alessia Gachet, Tivoli to Kirby:
Mentioning her long silence, writer says that she does not
wish to let these holy days pass without sending her good
wishes to Kirby - spiritual matters [Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. Philip James McCarthy,
Ilkeston to Kirby: Writer acknowledges Kirby's letter and
pound, towards the 'Dowry of Mary' magazine. Thanks for
kindness. 2pp

Holograph letter from Giovanni Liberati, Rome to Kirby:
Writer sends every good wish for Kirby's health and
happiness during the coming year - gives news of family.
[Italian] 2pp

Holograph letter from +Barth. Woodlock, Longford to
Kirby: As suggested by Kirby, writer enclosed two
'supplicas’ for his nuns - gives details. Supposes that before
long his successor will be appointed. Begs Kirby's prayers
'that God may direct all to His own greater glory and the
salvation of souls' in the diocese, also that writer may make
good use of the time His Mercy may still leave him to
prepare for the end. Greetings. 2pp

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea to
Kirby: Writer hopes in a few days to send a larger picture of
the statue of Our Lady - she will send two, so that one may,
perhaps, be presented to the Holy Father, explaining that
this is the only statue of 'Our Lady of Light, Spouse of the
Holy Ghost'. Gives news of spread of the devotion and their
liking for Clacton. 3pp

Holograph letter from M. Agnese, [Rome] to Kirby:
Christmas greetings - asks for special memento in Mass
[Italian] 1p
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397 22 December Holograph letter from W. Harry Cassell, Philadelphia to
1894 Kirby: Personal letter of Christmas and Birthday greetings -
writer hopes to spend Easter in Rome. Includes envelope.
2pp
398 23 December Holograph letter from L. Educande, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter of friendship and good wishes for Christmas.
[Italian] 3pp
399 24 December Holograph letter from P. Odoardo Glowacki, C.R., Tivoli to
1894 Kirby: Postcard wishing Kirby Happy Christmas and
Birthday. [Italian] 2pp
400 24 December Holograph letter from Sr. M. Virginia, Paolette to Kirby:
1894 Christmas greetings. [Italian] 1p
401 24 December Holograph letter from Quitro Deparatus, Rome to Kirby:
1894 Christmas greetings - writer's needs. [Italian] 1p
402 ‘Christmas  Holograph letter from +M. A. Corrigan, New York to
1894 Kirby: Writes to tell Kirby that his grand-niece, Mrs.
Frances Kirby Olcott, called on writer to tell him that she is
'preparing to become a Catholic, and that all of her children
will be baptized in the Faith' - feels he could not give Kirby
a better Christmas present than this news. Includes
envelope. 2pp
403 '‘Christmas ~ Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Inchicore to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter from a niece. 4pp
404 26 December Holograph letter from Very Rev. J. McKenna, P.P., Pettigo

1894

to Kirby: Seasonal greetings. Writer encloses ‘a small trifle'
as New Year gift, which he hopes Kirby will accept ‘as a
very small memento of many, very many acts of
kindness..."' Hoped to visit Rome the year before, but was
not able to do so, may, however, do so next year. Could
Kirby say two Masses for his intention. 4pp

2762



Code Date Description and Extent
KIR/ 1894 /
405 27 December Holograph letter from +R. A. Sheehan, Waterford to Kirby:
1894 Congratulations on approach of Kirby's 92nd birthday. Asks
him to say Mass for writer, priests and people of Waterford
Diocese. Encloses cheque for ten pounds.- still with letter.
3pp
406 28 December Holograph letter from M. Gertrude, Listowel to Kirby:
1894 Seasonal greetings and blessings. 3pp
407 28 December Holograph letter from Louise B. Kirby, Bay Ridge to Kirby:
1894 Personal letter from a niece. 9pp
408 28 December Holograph letter from +T. McGivern, Newry to Kirby:
1894 Writer thanks Kirby for letter. Encloses draft for five
pounds personal to Kirby - could not send it until after
Christmas as he did not have it. Since first coming on the
mission 'even in the present time', writer is ‘absolutely
penniless'. 2pp
409 29 December Holograph letter from +John MacEvilly, Tuam to Kirby:
1894 Birthday greetings. News of Ireland not good because of
failure of potato crop - still some victims of the landlords.
Writer has finished a commentary on the New Testament
except for Apocalypse which he 'must hand over to some
other madman'. Asks if the appointment of an Elphin
Coadjutor is not very slow? 4pp
410 29 December Holograph letter from Rev. W. Murray, C.C., Longford to

1894

Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter. Sends Birthday
greetings and thanks him also for "prevailing on Dr.
Woodlock to buy such a beautiful set of vestments for the
cathedral. The Bishop is now quite strong and able to do a
good deal of work. Writer hopes that they will have 'as good
and as holy a bishop in his successor' Rumour has it that Dr.
Woodlock is to be created Archbishop before his successor
is appointed. 3pp

2763
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Description and Extent

KIR/ 1894 /

411

412

413

414

415

29 December
1894

30 December
1894

30 December
1894

30 December
1894

31 December
1894

Holograph letter from Sr. Candidada Imberti, Tivoli to
Kirby: Although not having the strength to write before
Christmas, writer cannot let the year pass without sending a
note to Kirby: Convent news. She has written this letter
slowly, piece by piece, and asks Kirby to excuse it. [Italian]

4pp

Holograph letter from +L. Gillooly, Sligo to Kirby: Writer
thanks Kirby for letter ratifying sanction given by Pope to
appointment of a coadjutor. He will, of course, keep the
matter private until an announcement is made. He is assured
that there will be no avoidable delay, and mentions that his
health 'renders the desired assistance more and more
necessary from week to week' 2pp

Holograph letter from Rev. M. O'Riordan, Limerick to
Kirby: Sends Birthday greetings although afraid letter will
not arrive in time. Mentions Pius IX's prophecy regarding
‘Italianissimi'. Poor Maurice Lenihan is frail and in extreme
poverty - they are getting up a testimonial, gives details. 4pp

Holograph letter from Lizzie Brennan, Inchicore to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. M. Clotilde Sentinelli, Rome to
Kirby: Birthday greetings - good wishes for the coming
year. [Italian] 2pp
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416

417

418

419

KIR/1895/
1

31 December
1894

31 December
1894

December
1894

31 December
1894

Holograph letter from Rev. P. A. Treacy, Philadelphia to
Kirby: It has been arranged that writer may say Mass at the
hospital of St. Agnes, from whence he writes, until such
time as he obtains 'an active position in the ministry'. New
Bishop of Trenton, Dr. McFaul, with whom he has had
several ‘amicable personal interviews' is to pay his board.
Enclosing copies of letters to him from Mgr. Satolli,
Apostolic Delegate, and from Rev. J. F. Loughlin,
Chancellor. Letter concludes by asking Kirby's blessing and
gives the news of his brother, Rev. William Treacy, having
been appointed a curate by Dr. McFaul. 4pp

Holograph letter from Sr. Philomena, Rome to Kirby:
Writer is sorry not to have seen Kirby recently - sends
heartfelt good wishes for 'a most happy New Year' and
many happy returns of his birthday. 1p

Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton to Kirby:
The Altar Stone has arrived safely and has been fitted into
the High Altar. The little chapel 'is quite a gem and a great
attraction already'. Expects a visit from proprietor and
Editor of "'The Weekly Register'. They are 'more and more
charmed with Clacton. Already thirty members in the
Association and a Protestant has asked permission to come
to Mass. Mentions unkind treatment of Plymouth
authorities, giving details. Writer fears that Fr. Baste will
have tried 'to get the Confraternity established so as to make
Sclerder.... the place of the Confraternity' and not Clacton.

4pp

Holograph letter from Suor Maria Philomena, Rome to
Kirby: Prays for his return to health. Wishes also from her
brother and female cousin. Thanks for his gift of Child
Jesus. [Italian] 4pp

‘January 1895' Holograph letter from Mary Hamill to Kirby: Writer asks

Kirby's prayers to Our Lady for ‘a most particular request,
although a temporal one ..." Includes envelope. 4pp
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KIR/ 1895 /
2 1 January Holograph letter from Maria D'Antonio, Rome, to Kirby:
1895 Personal letter - greetings. Gratitude for spiritual and
temporal benefits. Spiritual matters. Enclosing picture of
the Holy Babe of Aracoeli. [Italian]. 6pp
3 1 January Holograph letter from Sister M. Joseph Howley, Longford,
1895 to Kirby: Writer sends Birthday greetings. Thanks Kirby for
letter and privilege obtained regarding Midnight Mass.
Diocesan news. 4pp
4 2 January Holograph letter from G. [Sapevi], Rome, to Kirby:
1895 Regarding the death of his wife. [Italian]. 1p
5 3 January Holograph letter from Rev. Philip James McCarthy,
1895 Ilkeston, to Kirby: Writer asks Kirby to obtain two relics of
St. Philomena, one for the widow of Healy Thompson,
whom Kirby might have known, the other for himself. 2pp
6 3 January Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea, to
1895 the Rector [Monsignor Kelly]. Having heard from Kirby
that he is 'very unwell’, writer asks Fr. Kelly to let her know
whether the "illness is supposed to be dangerous'’, and
explains her reasons for wishing to know. Includes
envelope. 3pp
7 4 January Holograph letter from Sr. N. Letizia, Rome, to Kirby:
1895 Regarding wine which may do Kirby good - gives the name
and address of the man from whom it may be obtained.
[Italian]. 3pp
8 5 January Holograph letter from Rev. G. Frasechetti, Rome, to Kirby:
1895 A brief covering note from a priest certifies that the writer

of a longer letter appealing for help is a widow and the
mother of a family, and is genuinely poor and in need of
aid. Includes envelope. 2pp
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9 5 January Holograph letter from [], Rome, to Kirby: Personal note.
1895 Sorry to hear that Kirby is so gravely indisposed. Spiritual
matters. [Italian]. 2pp
10 6 January Holograph letter from William F. O'Grady, Limerick, to
1895 Kirby: Writer thanks Kirby for his letter enclosing a pound,
without which his family would have had no dinner on
Christmas Day. They are 'shivering with the cold and
hunger'. His own health is very bad. Asks for special
intention ‘each day’ for his intentions. If Kirby knew of ‘any
wealthy or charitable person in Rome or elsewhere' who
would help them, he would be 'doing a truly kind and noble
act', as when 'they would hear of the terrible state that nine
in family are in, they would not refuse to relieve them in
such awful sufferings'. Includes envelope. 5pp
11 6 January Holograph letter from A.M. Bennett, Aigles, to Kirby:
1895 Personal letter regarding packet sent to Kirby of translation
of a book of meditations made by the writer, etc. Includes
envelope. 2pp
12 7 January Holograph letter from Sr. M. Maddalena del S. Cuore di
1895 Gesu, [Rome], to the Rector. Having heard that Kirby is ill,
writer begs the Rector to tell her how he is. [Italian]. 2pp
13 8 January Holograph letter from +Ignazio Cardinal Persico, Rome, to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. Writer thanks the Rector for letting him know
that Kirby is in 'danger of death'. He is anxious to hear the
latest news and would 'feel obliged of a line". 1p
14 10 January  Holograph letter from Luisa Liberati, [Rome], to Kirby:
1895 Personal letter - family troubles. [Italian]. 3pp
14 a 10 January  Holograph letter from Sr. Maria Maddalena del Cuore di
1895 Gesu, [Rome], to the Rector. Enquiring about Kirby's

health. [Not in same hand as KIR/1895/12]. 3pp
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15 11 January  Holograph letter from M. Bennett Gladstone, Aigles, to
1895 Monsignor Kelly. Acknowledges receipt of letter giving
news of Kirby's illness. Begs him to keep writer informed
of his progress and to ask his blessing. 2pp
16 11 January  Holograph letter from P.J. Jennings, London, to Kirby:
1895 Personal letter enclosing photograph of writer's dead sister,
an Ursuline nun, with printed 'In Memoriam' notice by Fr.
Barraud, S.J.. Sister died in 1886. Includes a photograph of
the Grotto at Lourdes, with the writer in the little group.
Personal news. [Photographs now moved to Photograph
Collection and renumbered P/KIR/2/2/34 and
P/KIR/2/2/35] Includes envelope. 9pp
17 11 January  Holograph letter from Sr. Letitizia, Rome, to [Rector].
1895 Regrets inability to call for news, etc. [Italian]. 1p
18 14 January  Holograph letter from Sister M. Aloysius Kelly, Killarney,
1895 to Kirby: Writer asks for a donation for a bazaar to be held
for the benefit of orphanages and school, etc. 4pp
19 14 January  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea, to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. Writer asks how Kirby is, and also encloses a
note for Cardinal VVaughan 'who is probably now in Rome'.
3pp
20 15 January  Holograph letter from Suor M. Matilde Bentivoglio, 'Tor de
1895 Specchi’, to Monsignor Kelly. Writer having just received
the news of Kirby's grave illness, hastens to ask for
information regarding his condition, 2pp
21 15 January ~ Holograph letter from Bishop of Cervia [+Federico],
1895 Cervia, to Mgr. Kelly. Telegram asking for news of Kirby.

2pp
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22 15 January  Telegram from 'Bishop Waterford', Cork, to []. Telegram
1895 which reads. 'Deep regret sympathy and prayers for
Archbishop Kirby = Bishop Waterford'. 2pp
23 16 January  Holograph letter from Sr. Maria Maddalena del Sacro Cuore
1895 di Gesu, 'Mnro. Del Corpus Domi.", to Kirby: Personal letter
asking Kirby how his health is. 2pp
24 16 January  Holograph letter from 'Fratelli Finocchi’, Rome, to []. An
1895 account for goods supplied. 1p
25 19 January  Holograph letter from +Mons. Mattei, Sutri, to Monsignor
1895 Kelly. Regarding what is for the writer sorrowful news of
Kirby, who was more than a friend, rather a father, to him.
He recommends Kirby to the Lord and prays for a happy
death for him. [Italian]. 1p
26 20 January  Printed announcement of the death of 'Monsignor Tobia
1895 Kirby' at 10 p.m. on the 20th January 1895. [ltalian]. 1p
27 20 January  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on Sea, to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. If Kirby is still alive, writer asks Mgr. Kelly to
thank him for his blessing. Remainder of letter concerned
with what Kirby has meant to her. 4pp
28 21 January  Holograph letter from Agnes E. St. John, Clacton-on-Sea, to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. Writer has just heard of Kirby's death. Asks for
details as to day and hour, and would like some little thing,
if only a fragment of something he wore or touched. 4pp
29 22 January  Holograph letter from +P. McAlister, Belfast, to [...].
1895 Regret at death of Kirby. Writer would like report of the

obsequies for the "lrish News". 3pp
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30 22 January  Holograph letter from Mon. Mattei, Sutri, to Mgr. Kelly.
1895 Regarding death of Kirby, whom writer will never forget
and who will be a great loss to him. He wishes to offer an
affectionate tribute to Kirby, and sends an elegy that he has
written. 3pp
31 [26] January Holograph letter from Mrs. Howard, 'Pension Hayden', to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. Cutting from the "Waterford News" of 26
January 1895, sent 'With Compliments from Mrs. Howard -
Pension Hayden'. 1p
32 28 January  Holograph letter from Mrs. Anne Carroll, Ontario, to Mgr.
1895 Kelly. Writer has seen account of Kirby's death, and as she
is 'the only living relation he has' would like details of
Kirby's death 'and of his affairs, financially and otherwise'.
Mentions that Mgr. Kelly will receive by the same post a
letter from the Dean of 'this city' [Dean Harris] confirming
her relationship. 3pp
33 28 January  Holograph letter from Dean W.R. Harris, St. Catherine's,
1895 Ontario, to Mgr. Kelly. Regarding Kirby's death. Writer
knew him well when at Propaganda 25 years ago. Mrs.
Carroll [see KIR/1895/32] asks him to testify to her
relationship to Kirby: She and her husband John ‘are
respectable people and practical members' of his parish. 1p
34 29 January  Holograph letter from M. Matilde Bentivoglio, Rome, to
1895 Mgr. Kelly. Writer thanks the Rector for the souvenir he
sent of Kirby, which she will guard jealously. [Italian]. 2pp
35 29 January  Holograph letter from L.C. Ford, [British Ambassador],
1895 Rome, to Mgr. Kelly. Writing from the British Embassy, he

thanks Mgr. Kelly for the souvenir of Kirby which he sent,
i.e., 'the interesting little volume of Papers written by His
Eminence Cardinal Moran - which formed part of the
archbishop's Library and which no doubt was often in his
hands'. 3pp
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KIR/ 1895 /
36

37

38

39

40

41

14 February
1895

L1010

21 February
1895

Holograph letter from Mary F. Kirby, Stonington, to Kirby:
Personal letter from a niece, unaware of her Uncle's death.
Includes envelope. 3pp

Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin, to Monsignor
Kelly. Writer regrets death of her Uncle, Kirby, and would
like to know whether she is remembered in his Will,
mentioning that he 'did a good deal’ for them the last 15
years. Gives details of the family. Copy of reply enclosed,
dated 15 February 1895, in which the Rector states that
there was no Will as Kirby had nothing to leave, but that he
had asked Mgr. Kelly to send her and her family ‘some
donation from time to time ..." This he promised to do. At
the moment the College has to bear heavy expenses in
connection with the funeral, etc., but 'Please God, there will
be means to send a little donation after some months." 6pp

Holograph letter from Eliza Butler, Dublin, to Monsignor
Kelly. Writer thanks the Rector for letter and photograph.
She has 'more sorrow' for Kirby 'than any of his nieces ...",
gives some details of family and help given by Kirby,
mentioning that she is 76, and that therefore her time is
nearly over. 3pp

4 March 1895 Holograph letter from Frances K. Olcott, Caldwell, N.J., to

12 March
1895

28 December
1895

Mgr. Kelly. Writer thanks Mgr. Kelly for telling her of her
Uncle's death. 2pp

Holograph letter from Mary F. Kirby, Stonington, to Mgr.
Kelly. Writer encloses a newspaper cutting of her Uncle's

death, and asks for all details, apologizing for her 'seeming
boldness' in writing. 3pp

Holograph letter from Sister St. Clare, Nazareth House,
London, to Mgr. Kelly. Having heard of his kindness to
Kirby during his last illness, writer expresses her gratitude
to him, as a relative of the Archbishop's although she had
never met him. 4pp
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