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This year the community at the Pontifical Irish College is sixty-six in number 
and comprises four formators, twenty-four seminarians, thirty-five priests and 
three members of orthodox churches in receipt of scholarships from the Holy 
See. Fourteen new seminarians have joined the College, of whom half are Irish, 
while the other come from Italy, central Europe and Australia. Their average age 
is twenty-six and almost all have had experience of work or third level education 
prior to entering seminary. We ask you to remember them in prayer.  

 

Amen 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�������	������ �������	���
On Easter Monday 2009 two Irish College students, Stephen Kelly, Meath and Patrick O Donohue Galway, were 
ordained deacons.  The ceremony took place at the former home of the Irish College, the Basilica of Sant’ Agata 
dei Goti.  The point in the liturgy where the two new deacons prostrate themselves before the Lord is 
photographed above. The ordaining Bishop was Eamonn Walsh, Auxiliary in Dublin.  Bishop Walsh is a 
graduate of the Irish College and celebrated 40 years of priesthood in 2009.   Both new deacons are to be 
ordained priests during 2010.   
 
On Saturday 27 June,  2009, Colin Rothery was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Diarmuid Martin in St 
Mary’s Pro-Cathedral,  Dublin for ministry in the Archdiocese of Dublin. Colin was a student of the Pontifical 
Irish College from 2005 to 2008 and spend his final year of preparation for the priesthood in Balbriggan parish, 
Co Dublin. He was been assigned to Holy Redeemer Parish in Bray, Co Wicklow.   
�

Prayer for 
Seminarians 

Lord Jesus, we ask your 
special blessing on those 
preparing for the priesthood. 
We pray that they will grow in 
faith, hope and love. 

May their hearts overflow 
with your compassion, 
understanding and generosity, 
and may their desire to serve 
you inspire others to answer 
your call. Give them courage 
and perseverance and be their 
constant companion as they 
prepare to serve you and your 
people with faithfulness. 

Lord, give our seminarians the 
grace to continue to answer 
the call to follow you on their 
journey. When they are lonely 
or discouraged, comfort them 
with your peace. 

Jesus, meek and humble of 
heart, fill the hearts of our 
seminarians with the fire of 
your love. Make them holy 
as you are holy. Amen 
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The renovation of the Chapel of the Pontifical 

Irish College Rome took another important step 
forward as the stained glass windows were 
installed and work began on the mosaic. The 
project is directed by Fr Marko Rupnik the Jesuit 
priest and artist whose work includes the 
Redemptoris Mater Chapel in the Vatican, the 
tomb of Padre Pio and the embellishment of the 
Marian shrines at Lourdes and Fatima.  

In his concept for the Irish College Chapel, 
Fr Rupnik, begins from the  ancient 
tradition that the apse of a Church 
represents the bosom of the Father from 
which all things come  and to which all 
things return. The shape of the apse of the 
chapel has been altered to render it more 
rounded and an initial sketch of the image 
of Christ in Glory has been placed at the 
centre. To Our Lord’s left and right, seated 
at the eternal banquet will be placed Mary, 
Mother of God, St Patrick, the Martyr 
Oliver Plunkett, Blessed Columba 
Marmion and Saints Columbanus  and 
Bridget. On the left hand side of the Arch, 
an angel will be depicted in an attitude of 

prayer and behind him the branches of an oak tree. The tree will call to mind the oak of  St Bridget and the Old 
Testament Oak of Mamre. On the right arch, another Irish symbol such as the well of St Patrick will be 
depicted. A reference to Ragheed Ganni, a past student of the 
College who suffered martyrdom in Iraq in 2007 and whose relics 
are venerated in the chapel, will also be included.   
 
Each window features an artistic rendering of a phrase linked to a 
figure to be depicted in the mosaic. The images and phrases 
combine to communicate the richness of the living faith in the Irish 
Tradition. The phrase is partially obscured by the colour and shape 
of the segments of glass so that as the reader seeks to decipher the 
words he/she lingers a little longer and meditates on its meaning. 
Each morning as the College community gathers for morning prayer 
and Mass the light of the rising sun gently carried the phrases 
depicted in glass into the chapel as we pray that the Word of the 
Lord may illuminate our path during each new day.  

 
The  mosaic on the altar is  inspired by the 
words of the  First Eucharistic Prayer ' Let 
your angel take this sacrifice to your altar in 
heaven'.�

Fr Rupnik and his team at work. 



Year for Priests 

       
     
 

 

 

 

 

Doctoral Graduates for 
the World 

 
Six members of the Irish College community 
from three continents completed their doctoral 
dissertations during 2009.  
 
Fr Dermot Ryan of the Diocese of Ossory, 
Ireland defended his doctoral dissertation in the 
Faculty of Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University. His thesis was a study of the 
contribution of the American theologian Frank 
Sullivan to our understanding of the Church 
and was directed by another American, Fr 
William Henn OFM Cap 
 
Two Polish members of the Irish College 
community, Frs Miroslaw Tykfer and 
Wodzislaw Szczepanik successfully defended 
theses in theology and philosophy at the 
Gregorian and the University of Holy Cross 
respectively. Fr Tykfer’s research was directed 
by the Irish Jesuit, Fr Michael Paul Gallagher.  
�
Two students completed doctoral research 
projects on marriage in Canon Law faculties. 
Fr Josef Kunes of the Diocese of Banská 
Bystrica, Slovakia was awarded a doctorate by 
the Lateran University while Fr Paolo Scoponi 
of the Diocese of Fermo, Italy submitted his 
thesis to the Gregorian. Fr Scoponi worked 
with the American Jesuit Fr Michael Hilbert 
�
A Korean resident at the College, Fr Dong- 
Hwa Ri has recently submitted his thesis on 
social communications to the Gregorian. His 
work was guided by  the American Jesuit Fr 
Dan McDonald 
�
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A banner in the College foyer reminds residents and 
visitors to the College alike that Pope Benedict XVI 
has declared this year ‘The Year for Priests’.  The 
banner features the painting ‘The Washing of Feet’ by 
the contemporary German priest artist Sieger Köder, 
which depicts Christ as the Servant King who washes 
the feet of Peter during the last supper.  
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The opening of the year retreat was directed 
by the College Spiritual Director, Fr Chris 
Hayden and took place at the Casaprota, 
north east of Rome.  The seminarians had 
the opportunity to begin the new year in 
prayer and reflection surrounded by the olive 
groves and gardens of the retreat house.  
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Friends of the Pontifical Irish College, Rome, Inc. 
(PIC-US) 

Recognized by the IRS Sec. 501-C-3 
Federal I.D. #311717141 

P.O. Box 1925 
Winter Park, FL 32790 

Tel: 407-629-4776 (Mary or Terri) 
Email: irishcollege@annunciationorlando.org 

www.irishcollege.org 
All contributions are tax deductible. 
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The paschal candle seen 
against the  coffered ceiling of 
the College chapel (left).  
Members of the English 
speaking community in Rome 
join the College community 
each week for Sunday Mass.  
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On 1 May each year the 
College hosts the homeless 
of Rome at a picnic in the 
garden  organized by the 
Catholic charity, the S. 
Egidio community (right)���
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As part of their preparation for ministry as 
priests, seminarians at the Irish College 
undertake an extended pastoral placement 
in their own diocese each summer. In 
addition each seminarian  participates in a 
pastoral assignment in Rome during the 
academic year. The assessments include 
helping in a refugee centre, sacramental 
preparation, accompanying special needs 
children on pilgrimage to Lourdes 
(pictured left) and prison ministry. 
Seminarians also participate in liturgical 
formation and preparation for preaching.�
 


